Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


600021 S80M 


Zljr/.  I .  ^-3 


I 


THK 


WIZARD  PRIEST. 


A  ROMANCE'. 


Prtnced  by  J.  Darling,  Leadenhall-Stfcct,  London. 


\ 


THE 


WIZARD  PRIEST 


AKD 


THE   WITCH. 


a  Uomanct^ 


IN     THBEE    VOLUMES. 


BY  QUINTIN  POYNET,  ESQ. 


A  mume  to  all  ipoeeediog  ages  cant        DRYDEN. 


VOL.  L 


LONDON: 

PRIMTBD  FOB 

A.  K.  NEWMAN    AND  CO.  LBADBNHALL-STRBST. 

182S. 


THE 


WIZARD  PRIEST 


AVD 


THE   WITCH. 


a  Uommtt^ 


IN    THBEE    VOLUMES. 


BY  QUINTIN  POYNET,  ESQ. 


itoaU 


DRYDE19. 


VOL.  L 


LONDON: 

PRIMTIO  FOB 

A.  K«  NfiWMAN    AND  CO.  LBADBNHALL-STRBST. 

'  1822^ 


TO 

MRS.    RICHARDSON, 


OF 


UBi^ttufp 


IN  THE 


PROVINCE  OF  NOEMANDY, 


THE 

F0LLOWI^G  PAGES  ARE  MOST  RESPECTFULLY 

'  INSCRIBED, 

« 

BY  THE 

SINCERE     ADMIRER 

OF  HER 

USEFUL  VIRTUES 

AND 

CORRECT    LITERARY    TASTE. 

THE  AUTHOR. 


VOL.  I.  B  THE 


v»..» 


THE 


AUTHOR  TO  THE  READER, 


As  prefatory  matter  (e^^ecially  by 
readers  of  romances  and  novels)  is 
much  more  frequently  considered  an 
encumlmtnce,  or  at  best  as  a  piece  of 
surplussage»  than  as  an  entrance  to 
the  edifice  of  the  work  into  which 
they  are  about  to  enter,  this  short 
introduction  may,  by  many,  be 
deemed  unnecessary  and  imperti- 
nent; as,  however,  the  author  of 
the  foUowing  pages  considei^  it  ne- 
cessary,  for  his  own  justification, 
and  for  the  proper  understanding  of 
what  IS  to  follow,  to  say  something 
hj  way  of  introduction,  he  makes 

B  2  no 


IV 

no  apology  for  what  he  is  about  to 
observe. 

In  the  first  place,  he  takes  leave 
to  observe,  that  every  incident  re- 
lated in  the  romance  here  submitted 
to  the  reader,  on  which  the  plot, 
and  the  fate  of  the  personages  of 
the  drama  turn,  is  founded  on  facts, 
which,  however  improbable  and  ro- 
mantic in  appearance,  he  takes  upon 
himself  to  say,  have  actually  taken 
place  in  this  very  country,  and  that 
at  a  period  more  recent  thtm  tliat  at 
which  they  are  by  him  represented 
to  have  been  transacted. 

The  magical  and  supernatural 
parts  of  his  tale,  he  of  course  ex- 
cludes from  the  scope  of  the  above 
observation.  Nor  is  it  probable, 
that  if  he  could  produce,  vouchers  of 

their 


their  authenticity,  however  respect- 
able and  veracious  such  vouchers 
might  be,  their  testimony  would  be 
received,  notwithstanding  the3trange 
mixture  of  credulity  and  scepticism 
in  which  the  age  is  immersed. 

It  is  not  however  impossible,  but 
he  may,  at  some  future  period,  call 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  evi- 
dences of  the  existence  of  practices 
(which  in  the  succeeding  pages  are 
purely  imaginary)  difficult  to  be  con- 
troverted or  overthrown. 

With  regard  to  the  moral  and 
language  of  the  tale  itself,  he  sub- 
mits to  the  impartial  critic,  that  he 
has  confined  himself  to  the  boun- 
daries of  strict  decorum,  and  to  the 
ties  of  religion  and  virtue.  He  sub- 
mits  that  his  biK>k  may  be  safe!}' 

B  3  entrusted 


VI 


entrusted  to  the  bands  of  the  youth- 
ful, the  modest,  and  the  gcxxl,  and 
with  earnest  wishes  that  it  maj  both 
amuse  and  instruct  his  readers,  fear- 
lessly introduces  them  to  the  first 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


A  falc'ner  Henry  is  When  Emma  bawks ; 
With  her  of  tarsels  and  of  lures  he  calks. 

PftlOB. 

> 

Baron  and  Femme.         Ltttletoii's  TenurcM, 


With  the  fond  maids  in  palmistry  she  deals. 

PaioR. 

X  HE  light  gney  miat»  which  floated 
on  the  surfiioe  of  Bound  Copse  Fond, 
had  scarcely  fled  bef<Mie  the  rays  of  the 
nMming  wm^  when  the  feathered  inha- 
bitants of  the  surrounding  woods  and 
flags  were  frightened  from  their  dense 

B  4  and 
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and  shady  retreats  by  the  noise  and  hal* 
looing  of  approaching  sportsmen.  The 
shouts  of  the  chase,  and  the  opening  of 
the  spaniels,  grew  momentarily  louder 
and  louder ;  the  woods  and  coyct  reite- 
rated,  in  responsive  echoes,  the  exhila-- 
rating  clangour  of  the  sport,  and  every 
glade  and  bower  rung  with  the  joyous 
voices  of  the  silvan  train. 

Round  Copse  Fond  was  a  large  sheet 
of  water,  and  might  have  aspired,  in  the 
part  of  the  country  in  which  it  was  si- 
tuated, without  much  presumption,  to 
the  titular  distinction  of  an  actual  lake, 
over  so  many  acres  did  it  spread  its  dear 
transparent  waters,  and  so  many  tribu- 
tary brooks  discharged  their  rippling 
waves  into  its  cold  and  capacious  bosom. 
The  surface  of  this  extensive  pi^ce  of 
water  was  diversified  'by  several  stoall 
idal^ds,  or  rdther  patches  of  dustened 
bulrushes,  flags,  osiers,  aUd  aquatic  plants, 
which,  though  thefy  harb6ured  tod  af- 
forded 
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forded  places  erf*  secure  retreat  to  innu- 
merable swarms  of  water-hens,  rails, 
coots,  widgeon,  mallards,  and  teal,  fur- 
nished but  treacherous  flooring  for  hu- 
man foot  to  tread,  and  had  occasionally 
engulphed  the  too  adventurous  fowler 
in  the  slimy  trammels  of  a  bed  of  mud, 
and  compelled  him  reluctantly  to  relin- 
quish the  pursuit  of  his  game,  and  re- 
turn dishonoured  and  abashed  to  the 
place  from  whence  he  had  set  out. 

Round  the  margin  of  this  huge  pond 
grew  innumerable  osiers,  which,  toge- 
ther with  every  sort  and  kind  of  veget- 
able production  to  be  met  with  in 
marshy  districts,  formed  an  impenetra- 
ble fringe  and  fence  to  the  waters,  and 
rendered  an  approach  to  them  impossi- 
ble, excepting  in  those  places  where  the 
axe  and  bill  of  the  woodman  had  been 
employed  to  clear  away  this  natural  che- 
vaux-de-fnse,  and  form  openings  for  the 
accommodation  of  sportsmen  and  fishers. 

B  5  Two- 
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Two-thirds  of  this  rendezvous  of  wild- 
fowl were  sheltered  and  defended  by 
deep  and  thick  woods;  Round  Copse 
itself,  from  which  the  pond  derived  its 
name,  constituting  a  formidable  barrier 
for  its  defence,  and  projecting  far  into 
its  waves,  a  long  irregular  peninsula  of 
brushwood  and  dwarf  shrubs,  and  by  the 
shadow  of  the  lofty  pines  and  firs  with 
which  it  abounded,  darkening  the  bo- 
som of  the  waters,  and  giving  them  an 
appearance  gloomy  and  romantic. 

Emerging  from  the  cover,  there  soon 
appeared  upon  the  grassy  mead,  which 
formed  a  boundary  to  that  pcnrtion  of 
the  pond  to  the  margin  of  which  in  one 
place  the  trees  and  brushwood  did  not 
descend,  and  which  might  be  called  a 
small  savannah,  five  or  six  spaniela, 
whose  sudden  approach  and  incessant 
barking,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  chaae, 
''  questing,"  forced  several  groups  of 
water-^owl  to  quit  the  fiagfi  and  rushes 

of 
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of  the  maigin  of  the  lake,  and  seek^  with 
whirring  wings,  whidi  dippled  as  tliey 
flew  in  its  transparent  surface,  the  shel- 
ter and  security  of  the  islands  we  have 
befixe  described. 

The  dogs  were  quickly  followed  by  a 
group  of  six  Qv  seven  people  on  horse- 
bad(,  attended  by  at  least  a  dozen  of  ap» 
parently«inferior  personages  on  foot,  who, 
with  long  p<des,  began  to  beat  the  flags 
and  bushas,  and  encourage  their  canine 
assistants  and  associates  to  penetrate  fur- 
ther into  the  lake,  and  storm  the  strong- 
holds of  thickset  weeds  and  mud,  from 
which  tliey  helped  to  dislodge  the  re^ 
treating  game* 

Whilst  the  dogs  are-swimmiog  the 
lake,  and  mftking  for  the  Wore^mentioui- 
ed  fastnesses,  we  will  take  the  opportn*. 
nity  of  describing,  as  aceuratdy  as  .we: 
are  abl^  the  prindpal  perscmages  of  the 
group,  who  were  attentively  observing 

B  6  their 
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their  progre88,andawaitingtlife  result  of 
their  exertions,  and  of  saying  who  and 
what  they  were. 

First  and  foremost  of  the  silvan  train, 
and  seated  on  a  strong  red  roan-coloured 
horse,  in  whose  limbs  strength  and  sym- 
metry were  admirably  combined,  and 
whose  sleek  quarters  and  shining  C6at 
testified  truly  to  the  care  wbich  was  be* 
stowed  on  him  by  those  to  whom  such 
charge  was  entrusted,  appeared  a  tall- 
and  stately  gentleman,  over  whose  head 
the  hand  of  time  had  scatta*^  sixty 
winters,  and  the  points  of  whose  grey 
locks,  which  floated  tremblingly  in  the 
morning  breeze  from  beneath  the  brimis^ 
of  his  spiral-crowned  hat  of  bufi-colour- 
ed  leather,  old  age  and  toil  had  tinged 
and  touched  with  silvery  whiteness ;  bis 
eyes  of  the  clearest  blue,  in  spite  of  the 
numerous  revoUitions  of  time  to  whidi' 
they  had  been  witnesses^  stiil  sparkled 
with  the  animation  and  fire  of  youth,  as 

he 
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he  gazed  with  the  keen  gliances  of  a  true 
sportsman  on  the  scene  around  him ;,  his 
forehead  was  lofty  and  deeply  wrinkled, 
and  his  long,  sharp,  aquijine  nose,  and 
long  projecting  chin,  gave  him  an  ap- 
pearance, in  which  perhaps,  to  observers 
of  our  times,  the  grotesque  would  have 
appeared  the  principal  characteristic,  but 
which,  by  those  by  whom  he  was  sur- 
rounded,  and  who  being  of  a  rank  infe- 
rior to  his  own,  and  accustomed  to  obey 
his  mandates,  and  consider  him  as  great- 
ly their  superior,  were  invariably  mis- 
taken for  the  marks  and  stamp  of  real 
gentility  and  dignity ;  his  upper  lip,  and 
part  of  his  lower,  together  with .  the  up-  . 
per  part  of  his  chin^were  fringed  and 
covered 'with  mustaches  of  thhi  grey 
hair,  and  a  short  angularly-shaped  beard, 
in  the  arrangement  and  trirnthing '  of 
which  much  care  and  attention  were  ap- 
parent.  ' 


i  9         0*      » 


Over  the  whole  of  his  features  was 

thrown 
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thrown  that  look  of  ocmtented  or  per- 
haps conceited  complacency^  which  shews 
its  owner  to  be  on  the  best  possible  terms 
with  himself,  mingled  with  a  strong  dash 
of  hauteur,  which  repulsed  the  fitmili* 
arities  of  inferiors  and  strangers^  and  a 
strong  colouring  of  the  pride  of  ancestry, 
opulence,  and  family  rank  and  import- 
tance. 

This  stately  cavalier  was  tall  and  up* 
right  in  his  Lriage,  his  whole  person 
b^ng  exceedinglyllim  and  slend^ and 
held  himself  enn^  and  steady  in  his  sad- 
dle, guiding  and  managing  the  noble 
animal  on  which  he  was  mounted^  with 
the  dexterity  and  adroitness  of  a  much 
younger  man.  He  was  habited  in  a  com- 
plete suit  of  buff-coloured  broad  doth,  cut 
in  the  &shiDn  of  the  times  in  which  he 
lived,  and  slashed  and  puffed  on  the  tops 
of  the  sleeves,  and  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  thighs,  with  crimson  velvet;  his 
boots,  which  were  of  strong  buff-leather, 

reached 
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reached  from  the  sole  of  his  foot  to  the 
middle  of  his  thigh,  though,  from  the  pli- 
ability of  the  matoiak  of  whidi  they 
were  composed,  they  could,  if  their  wear- 
er wished,  be  pushed  downwards  below 
the  calf,  and  worn  in  numerous  wrinkles 
around  the  ande  and  lower  part  of  the 
1^;  these  serviceable  apparatus  were  gar- 
nished with  a  huge  pair  of  gilt  spurs,  lit- 
tle infmor  in  size  to  those  which  in  mo- 
dem days  are  affixed  to  the  heels  of  walk* 
ing  jockeys  and  dismounted  dandies,  and 
which,  in  the  ages  of  chivalry,  were  the 
sure  tokens  of  knighthood  and  warlike 
achievements,  though  in  our  times  ano- 
gated  and  assumed  by  every  loan-milli* 
ner  and  meveer,  by  whose  extravagant 
costume  and  pretensions  the  sanctity  of 
the  Sabbath  is  weekly  piofened. 

On  the  head  of  tins  man  of  ofher  days, 
wais  {daoed  a  kmg-crowned,  oonioal^shap* 
ed  hat,  of  fine  bufl&eoloured  leather,  the 

broad 
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broad  brim  of  which  was  on  one  side 
looped  up,  and  fastened  to  the  crown  by 
a  gemmated  buckle  of  curious  workman- 
ship and  costly  materials;    this  head- 
piece was  decorated  by  a  small  plume  of 
the  feathers  of.  the  eagle^  which  relieved 
its  sameness,  and  fbrmed  its  finish.    A- 
cross  the  shoulders  of  the  wearer  was 
suspended  an  embroidered  belt,  which 
sustained  a  short  sword,  or  rather  couteau 
de  chcisse,  sheathed  in  an  elegant  scab- 
bard of  crimson  velvet,  to  form  a  corre- 
spondent appendage,  with  which,  sup- 
ported by  a  strongly-twisted-  cord  of  ^ 
green  silk,  hung  the  "hire"  worn  by 
falconers,  and  which  was  nothing  more 
than  a  sort  of  cushion  snade  of  feathers, 
and  contrived  to  repres^it  the  back  land 
wings  of  a  bird,  and  upon  whk^h  it  was 
the  custom  to  feed  the  hawks  employed 
for  the  chase,  so  that  when  the  bird 
should  be  required  to  return  to  its  Pias- 
ter, this  cushion  was  held  oiit  toi  its 

view. 
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view,  and  used  as  a  means  to  entice  it, 
or  *^  lure**  it  back  to  his  protection  and 
custody* 

The  only  ornament  worn  by  the  per- 
son here  described,  was  a  stout-wrought 
chain  of  Venetian  gold  and  workman- 
ship, which  defined  the  rank  of  its  wear- 
er, and  hung  negligently  round  his  neck, 
much  in  the  same  manner  as  chains  of  a 
similar  make  and  materials  are  worn  by 
ladies  of  rank  and  fiishion  at  the  presait 
time.  tJpon  his  wrist  was  perched  his 
favourite  falcon,  bli^folded^and  restrain- 
ed from  taking  flight  by  tihin  straps  of 
leather,  or  **  Jesses,*'  passed  round  its  legs, 
to  which  were  fastened  small  silver  bells, 
by  which  the  bitd  might  be  discovered 
when  lost  or  concealed  in  thfe  thi^k  co- 
verts of  the  woods,  and  regained  by  its 
master.  '  ' 

Such  then,  as  we  hitve  here  attempted 
to  portray  him,  arid  we  ^fear*  our  por- 
trait 
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trait  is  too  fidxit  and  crude  to  oonvey  a 
faithful  represeitation  to  the  reader,  was 
sir  Harbottle  Cutts,  baronet,  ci  Cutts 
Castle,  in  the  county  of  Northampton, 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firot,  a  gen- 
tleman of  very  andent  and  hcmourabie 

illustrious,  race  c^  ancestry,  and  possess- 
ed of  ii  noble  fortune  and  ample  domains. 
In  tempier,  kind  and  warm-bearted,  and 
of  a  dispositkm  &r  fcom  unamiaU^  the 
goodness  of  his  hettrt  was  greatly  ob» 
$cured  and  ooncealed  by  the  rigidity  of 
bis  aspect*  and  the  stifihess  and  fomiatity 
of  bis  deportment  and  mannars;  his  on- 
dmstandin^  though  neither  very  en- 
larged nw  very  brilliant^  contained  a 
&ir  proportion  of  sterling  common  sense ; 
hi$  princiides  of  ccmduct  were  strictly 
honourable,  and  his  moral  diaracter  un- 
tainted with  criminality  of  any  kind. 

Aomstomed  to  consider  himself,  and  to 
be  considered  by  others,  as  the  head  of 

the 
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tlie  society  whkh  existed  in  the  imme- 
diate  nei^bourbood  of  his  place  of  rea- 
deooe,  and  little  acquainted  with  society 
of  any  other  sort  or  rank,  he  had  imbib- 
ed very  kyfty  notions  of  his  own  import- 
ance^ which  beiiig  continually  fed  by  the 
flattery  of  his  retainers  and  humble 
friends^  led  hita^  like  the  mcnar^  under 
whose  sway  he  lived,  to  adopt  sentimoitSy 
in  theory,  very  hostile  to  the  free  agen<y 
and  liberties  of  others,  but  which,  as  they 
were  never  reduced  to  practice,  are  scaixw^ 
ly  deserving  <£c^i0ure  or  reproof.  Upon 
the  whole,  sir  Harbottle  was  a  kind  and 
indulgait  master,  an  easy  landlord,  and 
a  hearty  friend,  and  was  in  consequence 
honoured  and  raqtected  by  all  to  whom 
he  was  knowrn,  and  with  whom  he  was 
connected,  or  became  acquainted  in  the 
ordinary  occasians  and  occunences  of  life 
and  business. 

The  next  personage  in  the  group,  in 
rank  and  dignity  to  sir  Harbottle,  was 

his 
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his  wife,  the  lady  Margaret,  who  was 
stationed  close  to  the  side  of  her  husband, 
and  mounted  on  a  pied  palfi^,  whose 
rich  housings  and  Apings  contrasted 
Strongly  with  the  sable  vestments  of  his 
mistress^  who  was  dressed  in  a  close-fit* 
ting  garment  of  velvet,  which  entirely- 
covered  her  tall  spare  form  from  head  to 
foot ;  around  her  neck  she  wore  a  small 
closely-plaited  ruff  of  white  cambric,  and 
her  head  Was  covered  and  shaded  by  a 
sort  of  bonnet  or  coif  of  the  same  colour 
and  materials,  f5rom  the  top  of  which  de- 
scended and  hung  loosely  over  her  back 
and  shoulders,  a  long  Mack  vdl  of  foreign 
lace,  which  flapped  and  fluttered  in  the 
passing  gale  like  the  forked  pennon  of  an 
ancient  knight.    Her  features  were  too 
strongly  marked,  and  their  outline  too 
hard  and  wiry,  to  be  ranked  among  the 
beautiful  or  pretty,  and  too  bold  and 
commanding  to  be  classed  amongst  that 
portion  of  insipid  faces,  the  owners  of 
which  are  distinguished  by  the' name  and 

designation 
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designation  of  ordinary  women:  in  a 
word,  she  was  remarkably  ugly,  with 
long  nose,  high  cheek-bones,  eyes  large, 
dark,  and  penetrating,  grey  hair,  and  a 
cloudy  complexion.  In  age  she  was  ten 
or  twelve  years  inferior  to  her  husband, 
whom  she  greatly  resembled  in  manners, 
deportment,  disposition,  and  temper; 
but  over  whose  understanding  and  ac- 
tions, the  superior  strength  of  her  own 
mind  enabled  her  to  exercise  (but  not 
tyrannically)  an  almost-unbounded  as- 
cendancy and  government. 

They  had  long  been  united  in  the 
bonds  of  wedlock,  and  their  long  union 
had  produced  them  a  son  and  heir,  who 
formed  the  delight  and  pleasure  of  their 
contemplations,  and  who  was,  on  the 
present  otx^sion,  partaking  with  them 
of  the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  and  anx- 
iously awaiting  the  rousing  of  the  game. 

Re^nald  Cutts,  for  such  was  the  name> 

of 
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of  this  young  gentleman,  was  a  youth  of* 
amiable  disposition  and  affaUe  manners, 
with  all  the  animation  and  vivacity  of 
eighteen,  for  he  was  do  older;  he  was 
imbued  with  those  principles  and  feel- 
ings of  strict  honour  and  morality,  which 
never  suf&red  his  imagination  to  outrun 
his  judgment,  and  propd  him  to  the 
commission  of  any  deed  which  might 
dispkase  his  parents,  and  shade  his  fea- 
tures with  the  blush  of  shame.  His 
spirits  were  light  and  buoyant  to  the 
last  degree ;  and  to  the  playfulness  of  an 
incessant  and  ready  wit,  he  could,  when 
he  thought  proper,  add  the  assbtance  of 
a  solid  understan(fing  and  sedate  con« 
templation:  Nature  had  bestowed  on 
his  external  form  the  advantages  o£  a 
fine  person  and  graceful  carriage^  his 
figure  was  tall  and  admirably  propor^^ 
ti(xied,    uniting:   in  itself  afpUty  and 

extreme  regularity  of  handsome  features, 
and  tinted  deeply  with  the  ruddy  glow 

of 
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q£  health  and  Mcercise.  On  the  present 
oocasion  he  was  anayed  in  a  garb  of 
sky4ili;ie  doth,  ikhlj  leheved  and  oma^ 
mented  with  s&ver  lace  and  buttons,  and 
held  on  his  wrist  a  fimious  Norway  fal- 
con, of  great  worth  and  beauty;  he  was 
mounted  on  an  elegant  and  dear-bought 
Barbary  courser,  whose  slender  limbs  and 
pawing  hoofs,  spuming  the  grassy  turf, 
indicated  his  high  mettle  and  impati^ice 
atdelay. 

Immediately  in  the  rear  of  these  three 
personages  were  stationed  four  others, 
(^inferior  rank,  and  whose  business  and 
occupation  it  was  to  attend  to  the  man^ 
dates  of  those  already  described,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  employments  to 
which  they  were  respectively  destined. 
Two  ci  these  were  femedes,  and  two 
were  of  the  male  genus  of  attendants. 
Of  the  two  first,  who  were,  in  short,  no- 
thing more  or  less  th«ii  the  waiting-wo^ 

men 
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men  of  the  lady  Margaret,  we  shall  de- 
tain the  reader  with  the  desmption  of  one 
alone,  who,  as  she  will  form  a  conspicuous 
feature,  and  hinge  on  which  many  events 
in  our  future  narrative  will  be  found  to 
turn,  w!e  shall  introduce  as  fully  and  com- 
pletely as  we  ire  able  to  do,  without  fur- 
ther preface  or  further  apology, 

Alison  Fawkes,  for  such  wais  the  name 
of  the  young  woman  alluded  to,  .derived 
her  appellation  from  master  Geoffry 
Fawkes,  a  worthy  yeoman  and  tenant 
of  a  small  farm  of  which  sir  Harbottle 
was  the  landlord,  and  dame  Deborah  his 
wife,  an  industrious,  hard-working,  and 
thrifty  woman,  who,  together  with  her 
husband,  had  passed  the  whole  of  a  fifty 
years  existence  on  the  domains  of  Cutts 
Castle.  The  long  union  of  this  content- 
ed couple  had  not  been  prolific  in  chil- 
dren, and  Alison  was  the  sole  member 
of  their  small  family,  designed  by  the 

decrees 
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decrees  of  destiny  to  hand  down  to  pos- 
terity the  recollection  of  their  name  and 
worth. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  edu- 
cation of  Alison  would,  if  she  bad  been 
left  entirely  to  the  superintendence  and 
care  of  master  Geoffry  and  dame  Debo- 
rah, have  been  very  limited,  and  con- 
fined wholly  to  a  knowledge  of  those 
household  duties  and  cares,  by  which 
the  penurious  economist  struggles  to 
make  the  most  of  her  narrow  means,  and 
eke  out  with  difficulty  a  life  of  stratagem 
and  labour,  and  in  all  probability  she 
would  never  have  become  a  character  of 
sufficient  interest  and  importance,  to  ex* 
cite  the  solicitude,  or  raise  the  expecta- 
tions, of  the  readers  of  this  narration. 
It  happened,  however,  luckily  for  her 
future  welfare,  that  she  was  seen  and  ad- 
mired, as  a  child  of  extreme  loveliness 
and  beauty,  when  she  Was  in  the  tenth 
year  of^ha*  age,  by  lady  Cutts,'  who, 

vox.  I.  c  greatly 
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greatly  prejudiced  in  her  favour^  bytb^ 
pre|)0«se9Sing  graces  of  her  juvenile  f6nn 
and  features,  resolved,  if  Fawkes  and  "his 
wife  should  not  object  to  her  intentions, 
to  take  upon  herself  th^  charge  and  edu- 
cation of  AKsbn,  and  instdili^,  when 
she  should  be  suffid^itly  dd,  and  miffi- 
ciently  inducted  in  tiie  teqoisite  dutiect 
of  that  office,  into  the  place  df  her  wait- 
ittg-^msel  and  attendant  ^tompaliion. 

To  these  wishes  and  designs  of  lady 
Cutts,  master  and  dame  Fawkes  offered 
no  objection,  and  Alison'  wtis  shortly 
afterwards  removied  to  the  castfe,  and 
put  uhdi^  the  instruction  of  proper  mas- 
ten^  Wd  proper  professors  of  the  different 
arts,  in  which  it  was  designed  by  hte 
munificent  patroness  she  should  ex<sel ; 
she  was  instructed  in  rao&t  of  those  ae« 
complishments,  which  in  those  days 
wet^  deemed  essential  and  requisite  to 
the  education  of  people  lof  wtaltfa  akid 
condition,  and  the  acuteness  of  ber  na- 

tnral 
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toxal  geqius  seccwding  the  pajupgs  find  as- 
siduity of  her  teachecsy  aooo  tepdeced 
her  a  proficient  in  all  the  usefiil  ^nd  or- 
namental knowledge  which  it  W93  tb^ 
business  and  ooeupation  to  instil  into  her 
mind;  and  she  completely  sfitisfied,  by 
her  endeaYouis  and  progress  the  wishes 
and  desires  of  lady  Mangaiet^  and  oodd- 
pI^;dyiulfiUedtheprognosticajt]on&whieh 
that  ]^:escien  t  pc;rsonage  had  made  of  her 
&ture  exceUenoe^  on  her  fiist  introdue- 
tiop  tp  the  place  of  her  present  abode. 

Tp  these  natural  and  acquired  talents 
were  Added  a  sweet  and  even  temper, 
and  thai:  exhilarating  Bow  of  perp^iial 
good  hiupour  wd  strong  animal  qpirit^ 
which  £»t»  ev^  one  who  is  within  the 
sfbeace  pf  their  attraction  to  &el  piea^ 
s«re  in  the.sodetyvmd  oon^pany  of  ^Jtieir 
possesspr,  and  in  the  gaiety  of  the  pie- 
«pt  iBOPV^^^tf  to  forget  the  eare^  ^and 
tnaihles  of  wwldly  ioteicowse  an^ 
worldly  i^ieQutotiions. 

c8  But 
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But  though  gay  and  lively  to  the  ex- 
tremes of  liveliness  and  gaiety,  the  in- 
nate modesty  and  sense  of  decorum  and 
propriety  planted  by  nature  in  the  breast 
of  the  lovely  AKson,  and  the  strictness 
of  her  education,  and  the  formal  and  dig- 
nified gravity  of  demeanour  assumed 
by  the  inmates  of  the  castle,  the'  exam- 
ple of  which  operated  with  considerable 
effect  and  force  even  upon  her  playful 
disposition  and  temperament,  prevented 
her  behaviour  and  manners  from  partak- 
ing in  any  degree  of  levity  of  conduct, 
or  of  placing  her  in  situations,  in  which 
she  might  have  been  exposed  to  the  in- 
sults of  those  who  are  always  looking 
out  for  opportunities,  and  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  any  indecorum  or  impro- 
priety into  which  the  too  free  indul- 
gence of  boundless  mirth  and  gleefiil  spi- 
rits may  frequently  betray  an  otherwise 
irreproachable  female,  when  she  relates 
in  her  behaviour  beyond  the  boundaries 
prescribed  by  the  ordinances  of  society, 
'  •  and 
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and  breaks. down  the  barriers  which  cus- 
tom and  civilization  have  erected  as  bul- 
warks, or  rather  outworks,  for  the  de- 
fence  and  protection  of  female  delicacy 
and  honour. 

To  this  description  of  her  character 
and  manners  we  have  little  more  to  add.; 
yet  as  it  has  become  the  constant  prac- 
tice of  modem  biographers  to  describe, 
as  well  the  external  deportment  and  ap- 
pearance of  those  whose  history  they  un- 
dertake to  write,  as  their  mental  excel- 
lencies and  defects,  we  feel  ourselves, 
however  unfit  for  such  a  task,  in  com- 
pliance with  an  established  rule,  compel- 
led to  attempt  a  delineation  of  those  ex- 
cellendes  of  person,  in  giving  a  descrip- 
tion of  which  we  fear  we  shall  do  but 

•  ■  ^ 

little  justice  to  the  subject,  and  convey 
to  others  a  very  faint  outline  of  that  of 
which  we  are  most  anxious  they  should 
be  in  perfect  possession. 

c  3  Alison 
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AH«on  Fawkes  was,  at  the  time  we 
are  imw  describing,  but  just  turned  of  hef 
sixteenth  year ;  she  was  tdl  for  her  age, 
And  the  outline  of  her  slender  and  sym- 
metrically-proportioned figure  was  shap- 
ed and  rounded  to  the  finest  model  of 
female  excellence,  and  gave  promise  of 
becoming  perfectly  majestic,  when  its 
present  juvenility  should  have  given 
placte  to  the  full  maturity  of  her  budding 
charms,  atid  ev^ry  limb  and  beauty  should' 
have  attained  the*  fdll  perfection  of  its 
finished  growth. 

Her  haif,  which,  in  compliance  with 
the  fashion  of  the  times,  was  bound  closer 
ly  round  hei'  head,  and  restrained  from 
flowing  in  sportive  ringlets  oft  htst  ala- 
baster back  and  shoulders,  by  the  close 
covering  of  a  conically-shaped  head- 
piece of  slate-coloured  velvet,  was  of  the 
deepest  jet,  and  required  not  the  assist- 
ance of  modem  oil  of  Macassar  to  in- 
crease the  natural  gloss  and  smoothness 

of 
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of  ita  appearance.  Her  forehead  was 
lofity  and  polidbedf  Iner  ^ebrowa  bbiek 
and  ardied,  her  eyelashes  unusually  long, 
and  shadowing  a  pair  of  eyei^  fiou  the 
dark  orbs  of  which  the  merry  glances  of 
aichneas  inexpretsihle  found  vea^y  P^^ 
sage  to  the  hearts  of  those  at  whom  sb? 
aimed  this  ixoesialiUe.  artillery  of  Cupid's 
how^r;  hev  nose^  the  truest  Grwiwv 
seemed  modelled  by  the  hands  of  th$ 
iuaeA  Piauteles ;  and  to  complete  tb? 
beauty  of  this  masterpiece  of  natui«»  her 
lips,  in  shape  and  oolour,  rraei  pmcdaely 
like  those  which  have,  sinc»  ]m  ttm$^ 
employed  the  p^nand  genius  pf  ^iv  jQbn 
Sudduig  in  their  descriptioQ,  9nd  the 
words  descriptive  of  ^hioh  bavia  sinfl9 
beoome  tfx>  hadkneyisd  and  trite  tp  bs 
have  repeated.  Her  oomplesiixi  WM 
that  of  the  dearest  hmnettc;  and  tb« 
whole  style,  contour,  and  shape  of  hev 
features  and  face,  formed  that  happy  and 
raDely-to-bepmet-with Junction  and  unity 
of  the  handsome  with  the  paetty,  which 

c  4  forms 
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forms  the  ne  phis  ultra  of  female  love- 
liness and  beauty,  and  makes  way,  as  it 
were  per  force,  to  the  heart  of  every  be- 
holder, of  delicacy  and  sentiment 

Her  dress  and  apparel  were  far  infe- 
rior to  the  natural  charms  of  her  person ; 
her  rank  was  not  suiBci^itly  devated  to 
permit  her,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the 
decoration  of  costly  clothes,  or  gor- 
geous gems  and  toys ;  unencumbered  by 
the  sensel^s  frippery  of  modern  finery, 
she  relied  entirely,  and  her  reliance  .was 
judicious,  and  worthy  of  imitation  by 
modem  belles,  on  the  gifb  of  nature, 
and  sought  not,  by  a  paltry  imitation  of 
the  costume  and  garb  of  her  superiors  in 
life,  to  arrogate  to  herself  an  appearance 
of  rank  and  opulence,  to  which,  by  her 
station  and  pursuits,  she :  was  no  ways 
entitled  to  aspire  or  assume. 

She  was  dressed,  as  was  her  compa- 
nion, in  a  sui^  of  slate-coloured  doth,  in 

shape 
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shape  but  little  differing  firom  a  modem 
riding-habit,  excepting  that  the  waist 
was  considerably  longer,  and  the  sleeves 
much  looser,  than  is  the  fashion  of  our 
days;  she  was  furnished  with  a  long 
veil,  of  coarse  and  most  probably  of  home- 
wrought  net  lace,  which  shaded  and  ob* 
scured  the  beauties  of  her  countenance, 
and  broke  the  penetrating  glances,  which 
were  occasionally,  and  when  her  atten- 
tion was  engaged  or  diverted  to«other 
objects,  levelled  at  her  &oe  from  the 
eyes  of  young  R^inald.  Cutts,  to  whom 
she  had  for  some  time;  been  an  object  of 
considerable  attraction,  and  in  whose 
heart  she  was  duly  and  hourly  making 
an  impression  <^  greater  depth  and  du- 
rability than  he  was  himsdf  aware  of, 
and  with  the  increasing  influence  of 
which  neither  m  Harbottle  himself, 
nor  his  mother,  lady  Margaret,  would 
have  felt  themselves  in  any  degree  con- 
tented or  pleaded. 

c5  The 


The  only  other  ^twn  of  thi«  <javrf- 
cade  wortii^  hoticil^  wa6  Rob  PtaMfii^ 
gaii,  the  principal  ftleoner  of  1^  ^dMstl^^ 
a  stout,  ftthkftic,  thkk^^et  y«0tttitito,  liA- 
bited  in  greeb  {dush  Md  gcAd  ikte,  wA 
bearing,  jsuspe^ided  IkkMi  tSs  HbdiAd^r^, 
a  small  hoop,  whidi  eoml^etdty  (efi^ktded 
the  .middle  of  his  ^petseffi,  4iiMci3^  in  the 
same  tn&KBeT  u  tibe  laoi&Biit  ^0iidb^ri0s  lli^ 
terrestrial  'g^\ie,  torf  'apj^foiic^lng  ^n  tdl 
sides  wkfami  t«^  feet  <ff  lite  midriff; 
upcAi  tfriis  h^  Mt  p^rdhdl,  'ki  p6«^ft«St 
silence  and  pM^^Me,  ik  iAaai^  4iood^ 
falcons,  who  tniglit^  if  tl«  ^ei^  wMiig 
still  tforther  to  ^x«eB^  >ai^  HlmeMgon  itf 
the  inofile,  1)e  cfeiWpWid  to  %1^  ii^l*. 
knolvto  tw^h^  *d^  tff  th^  <lflb(9^^«lMn- 
^ioned  b^,  ^  aticuwtely^  i«Mi  i«dp«iit 
to  ^pace  ietnd  diiitatfeie,  '4Ms  lettdi  ^asisligned 
his  stdtibn. 

Thi^  geMflet<Mi,nb^ng,lii  the  tifix66n 
of  the  narrator  of  the  ineiA!irttr%o<be>M«t 
in  these  volumes,  a  person  of  much  less 

importance 


importance  thaa  hfi  wm  i»  his  own, 
Ijtde  more  notioe  ipriU  \»  hbxe  t^im  Qf 
liim,  and  we  hasten,  ivitb  pliQasiws,  from 
iht  inonofcKW|r  ofmM^s^  mA  tedious  rch 
fet^ikfffB  ££  Idle  le»^  .of  jooses,  s^pe  qf 
fioes,  and  ooloiur  iof  sicips  11^4  dotiii^,  to 
nesurne  our  mnUive  9t  the  .ppipl;  At 
which  it  w»s  intoiTipAed,  ^r  the  pur* 
pose  ^  wiaajdikcmg  jsofc  HajiAxAtle  w4 
hb  iqaanpaiiims  to  tk»  wader. 


la  imueh  less  time  Aw  we  Jmre 
pki^^ed,  inpi  miuil;  we  are.  (axivji  w)^  he 
deemed  a  tiresome  d^^ption  of  uq- 
itttaregtrng  {leeple,  the  spwiels,  ;^s- 
patched^  the&lkoiitf juid  his  §iSistBfktfi, 
had  reached  the  islands  to  which  the  re- 
treating fowls  had  fled,  who  now,  driven 
from  the  tlaat  jifq^Ms  rof  Isbeir  jcoooeal- 
ment,  <wereifesgn  to  tnustio  theiltn^^qg(h 
af'ibeir  festhfred  ifiOMUt,  ^  qi^* 
Igr  ideaiang  mith  /iMeaNMit  /Wiig  >(ihe 
huojnnt  lair,  .aou^t,  in  ifuB  rflighA»  Ae 
#svbat  ibekcr  of  .swaejvt&r  jieU.    A3 

c  6  these 
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these  were  not  of  that  species  of'  game 
of  which  our  falconers  were  ixi  quests 
they  were  beginning  to  deplore  the  ill 
success  of  their  morning's  excursion,  and 
think  of  retracing  back  their  disappoint- 
ed footsteps  to  the  hospitable  threshl 
old  of  the  residence  df  which  the  c\ne£ 
of  them  was  owner,  when,  as  if  to 're- 
prove their  impatience,  and  reward 
them  for  the  want  of  earlier  sport, 
three  stately  herons  arose  at  once  from 
the  bosom  of  <me  of  the  rushy  islets  of 
the  pond,  and  with  majestic  flight  made 
through  the  air^  towards  the  spot .  on 
which  they  were  stiU  stationai^,  and 
over  which  it  was  evident,  they 'would 
pass. 


•  t . 


Sir  'Harbottle  Reginald  and:  Rob 
Ptaitnigan  were  in  a  moment /on  the 
alert;  they  unlaced  the  jessed  of  .their 
falcons,  and  unhooded  thisir  eyes,  and  in 
the  moment  that  the  herons,  uneon- 
sdous  of  the  foes  who  were  mustering 

to 
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to  assail  their  safety^  passed  slowly  over 
the  heads  of  the  expectant  group,  gave 
to  the  air  six  of  the  best  hawks  of  their 
mew.  The  hawks  so  socmer  obtained 
their  eyesight  and  liberty,  than  they 
soared  freely  and  toweringly  in  the  ris. 
ing  breeze,  mi  quickly  perceiving  the 
quarry  they  were  tndned  to  pursue,  the 
sport  began.. 

.  •  >•  *  • 

The  herons,  as  soon  as  they  perceived 
the  merciless  adversaries  by  whom  their 
flight  was  obstructed,  increasing  the 
velocity  of  their  wings  to  a  pitch  which, 
to  have  judged  by  tb^ir  former  tardy 
motions,  it,  would  h^ve  seemed  impps^ 
dble  they  could,  on  apy  oq9a$ion,  or 
under  any;  qrcumstancesj,  haye  .  been 
capable  of  ^^^erting,  wade,  quickly  Qf), 
and  were, ;  with'  their  pu^uen^  ^sq^ 
separated  fropn  the  eyes  of,the.v,o]^ser- 
vant  group,  by  the  intervention  of  thft 
lofty  trees  of  the  thick  covert  oy^r  which 
they  directed  their  course. 

Upon 


jO 


38  TH«  VnZAfRD  PRIEST. 

Upon  tMs,  m  Harbottle,  and  the  rest 
of  the  patiy,  wHiiout  dday,  set  spurs  to 
their  horses  mies,  and  penetrating  the 
various  avenues  and  narrow  paths  which 
were  cut  iSuoiigjh  the  eopse  finr  that  very 
purpose,  gaUeped  qtnddy  in  the  direc* 
tion  whic^,  aeooiding  to  tiieir  judgment, 
would  brfiig  them  in  view  of  what  was 
going  on  ahove  their  heads,  fmd  were 
quickly  buried  in  the  recesses  of  the 
woods. 

In  4ihe  course  of  this  sudden  and  con- 
fused  retreat  from  IJhe  nde  ef  Round 
Copse  Pond,  the  silvan  perly  qitf  ddy 
became  sepsu^ted  ftomeadi  ottier,  in  4he 
wuiding  tracts. of  the  trees  and  ^bushes; 
andin  the  course  of  ten  minutes  it  wns 
the  fate  of  i^ison  Fawkes  to  find  hw. 
sdf  not  oilly  completely  divided  froin 
the  rest  of  the  fidconers,  but  in  a^part  of 
the  copse  with  which  she  was  totally 
unacquainted. 


As 
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As  liowcfwr  sheiTfls  ^ware,  that  by 
qaitting  the  w6od,  tuid  Tegiditing  -the 
pSaoe  at  which  the  sport  of  Uie  di^  oom- 
menoed,  ^  coald  rery  ^easfly  find  her 
way  to  ffae  road  leadhig  to  Ctitts  Casde, 
she  "felt  no  darin  whatever  at  the  aitua^ 
tion  in  which  lAie  was ;  and  ttiming  her 
hctfse's  head,  prepared,  as  quickly  as 
posdble,  to  reg^  the  margm  of  tiie 
lake  &om  whicb  she  had  sef  out. 

She  liaifl  not  liowever  proceeded  aibove 
twenty  yards  in  her  way  batik,  when 
she  was  met  tmfl  accosted  hy  a  person 
on iiorsebadc,  Wfaovuddenly  crossed  her 
path,  and  who,  fitnn  the  tjosiliness  of  his 
dress,  and  the  rich  housings  dfthe  cour- 
ser on  w%3ch  he  ^was  .mounted,  it  was 
not  BiiBccflt  to  perceive;  at  the  first 
glance,  was  a  man  dftank  atrd  itnpoit- 
anoe. 


I  < .  I 


cavalier  no.  sooner  beiidfl  the 
l^'^y  ^1,  "Who  imusaikaBtdSng 'towards 

him. 
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hiiH)  than  he  reined  up  the  prancing 
steed  which  bore  his  weighty  and  ad- 
dressing her  with  a  familiarity  but  little 
compatible  with  entire  ignorance  of  who 
she  was,  exclaimed — "  Good-morrow  to 
you,  fair  dainsel !  What  business  brings 
you  so  ^arly  to  the  woods  tiiis  mom- 
ing?» 

To  this  question  Alison .  replied-^^'M 
have  missed  my  party,  who  are  now  in 
full  chase  of  thdr  game,  and  must,  with- 
out delay,  make  the  best  of  my  iipray  to 
rejoin  them.** 

"  Be  not  in  a  huny,  sweet  lady,"  re- 
joined he;  ^  I  do  rejcdoe^  that  -we  are 
met  so  luckily  together." ,     . 

"Sir "* 

'*  Be  in  no  huiiy  to  r^in  your  com- 
panions; in  me  you  will  find  a  mate 
mote  fitted  to  your  merits,  aiid  on^ 
trust  we,  more  sansiUe  of  your  desarts, 
than  ditts  to  leave  you  wandering  in 
these  woQd&* 

^  I  know  QO^  SOT,  ths  {Hucport  of  your 

wotds. 
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words.     It  is  my  own  fault  that  I  am 
thus  alone/' 

"*  Sayest  thou  80»  damsel  ?  Then  for 
the  future  let  me  he  your  guide  and 
companion." 

''  I  am,  sir,  in  no  need  <^  eitbar,  and 
must  entreat  you  that  you  let  me  pass.^ 

''  Not,  my  fair  damsel,  till  I  have 
ratified  my  words  by  one  sweet  Iciss  of 
those  ripe  lips  of  thine." 

So  saying,  he  endeavoured,  as  wdll  as 
the  narrowness  of  the  path,  would  per- 
mit, to  force  his  horse  dose  alongside  of 
that  on  which  Alison  was  mounted,  but 
could  not  succeed  in  so  doing ;  she,  on 
the  contrary,  watching  her  opportunity, 
and  being  somewhat  alarmed  at  rude- 
ness to  which  she  was  whoUy  unacous- 
tomed,  struck  her  palfrey  with  her  whip 
and  the  ammal  springing  suddenly  for* 
ward,  set  off  down  the  path  at  full  spe6d ; 
and  before  thie  stranger  could  recover 

himself. 
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Umsel^  and  tum  his  hone  to  poisue 
her,  vanished,  in  the  mazes  of  the  trees, 
oompktely  out  of  his  sight 

Alison  was  in  a  moment  aftev  joined 
bjy^  Be^aiald  Cutts,  who,  having  missed 
hes  soon  after  the  chase  conmenced, 
had  been  for  some  time  aeeldng  her, 
and  these  two  now  rode '  forward  to* 

gether,  to  join  the  vest  of  tl|e  party, 

• 

Afison  ](^oioed  that  she  had  escaped 
the  cavalier  wly)  had  accosted  ha^  hut 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  mention 
to  Reginald  what  had  oocurved  betwseai 
them* 

In  the  course  of  ten  minntes  these 
two  got  to  the  houndary  of  the  wood, 
aiid  wene  about  to  lide  oii,  and  see  what 
had  become  of  sir  Harbottie  and  his 
lady,  when  it  W4|s  discovered  that  the 
horse  on  which  Reginald  rode  was  on 

the 
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^  point  of  parting  with  one  ct  his 
dkee^  which  was  only  held  to  the  foot 
by  a  single  naiL 

Itt  tliis  dfletnmt,  fortunately  for  them, 
tibey  perceived,  within  a  few  yards  from 
the  spot  on  which  they  were  standing; 
^  gang  of  trareSing  tinkers,  of  that  class 
of  vagrants  who  are  designated  by  the 
name  of  gipsies,  and  who,  at  the  period 
of  which  we  are  speaking,  were  much 
more  numerous  than  they  are  at  pre-^ 
sent,  and  were  i^egarded,  by  the  igno- 
rant and  superstitious,  with  much  more 
dread. 

To  them  however  Reginald  imme- 
diatdy  applied,  and  one  of  them,  who 
profe^sied  himself  ^skilled  in  the  veteri- 
nary art,  for  a  trifling  fee,  -undertook  to 
ftsten  the  loosened  shoe,  without  fiir- 
ther  delay. 

Whilst  he  was  thus  emiployed,  several 

of 
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of  the  swarthy  tribe  assembled  round 
his  employers,  and  one  female,  who  ap« 
peared  to  possess  more  authority  than 
the  rest,  and  in  whose  features  cunning, 
and  a  propensity  to  petty  thievjshness 
and  depredation,  w^re,  more  strongly 
marked  than  either  mischief  pr  ijualice^ 
demanded  if  the  lady  would  have  her 
fortune  told  ? 

Alison  would  have ,  rieplied  in  the 
negative  to  thisinteri^gajtion,  but  Regi- 
nald, who  was  laughing  and  joking  with 
the  speaker,  instantly  replied—"  By  all 
means.  Come,  Alison,  let  us  see  what 
fate  has  in  store  for  you.'' 

,  Upon  this  Alison  extended  the  palm 
of  her  elegantly-formed  hand,  and  the 
woman  examined,  or  pretepded  to  ex* 
amine,  the  Une$  of  it,  with  a  most  in- 
quisitive scrutiny ;  and  at  length,  raising 
her  head  with  an  appearance  of  dismay, 
assured  her  auditoirs,  that,  in  her  long 

practice 
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practice  of  the  science  of  palmistry,  it 
had  never  been  her  lot  to  meet  with 
lines  so  singular  as  those  which  were 
now  presented  to  her  inspection. 

Reginald  however  persisted  in  her 
unfolding  the  decrees  of  destiny;  and 
she,  after  much  grimace  and  mummery, 
uttered,  with  considerable^  emphasis  and 
contortion,  the  following  words: — 

**  Straoge  and  wayward  is  thy  fate- 
Fear  thy  father's  love  and  bate; 
Both  alike  are  evil  bringing, 
And  from  both  is  mischief  springing. 
You  shall  weep  yoor  lover's  life, 
Shorteo'd  by  the  murderer's  knife. 
Witchery's  spells  beset  thy  feet, 
Lust,  treachery,  and  dark  deceit. 
These,  if  thy  better  fate  dispel, 
And  triumph  o'er  the  gates  of^hell, 
Happy  days  are  yet  in  store — 
Thus  filial  see — I  see  no  more." 

"  Ah;  ah,  ah !"  exclaitaed  Reginald ; 
"  truly  a  feJOTul  fate;  but  cheer  up, 
Alison,  for  happiness,  it  seems,  is  to  be 

.  at 
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loss  tbey  had  sustained,  sent  all  the  fal- 
cons which  they  braaght  with  them  to 
the  field,  to  revenge  the  death  of  their 
fellows,  and  assist  the  three  surrivors, 
who  were  now  sorely  pressed  by  those 
over  whom  an  easy  conquest  had  been 
SiX  &st.anti0ipafted. 

The  consequences  were  such  as  might 
have  been  expected.  After  a  most  furi- 
ous  conflict,  in  which  several  were  kill- 
ed  and  disabled,  the  herons  were  fiimlly 
overwhelmed,  borne  down  by  numbers,, 
a^d  d^troyed;  and>  Rob  Ptarmigan, 
disQQtQuilting  irom  his  borse,  thrust  their 
long :  beaks  into  the  yielding  tiirf,  and 
permitted  his  birds  to  feast  and  batten 
on  their  blood  and  marrow. 

The  morning's  diversion  being  ended, 
the  whole  party  returned  to  the  castle, 
in  high  spirits^t  the  results  of  the  sport, 
having  their  pleasure  alloyed  by  no  other 
griJEf  thanlfaat  wlnoh  the  untimely  fkte 

of 
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of  foiir  or  five  of  their  fiivourite  falcons 
occasioned. 

Thither,  for  the  present^  vTe  shall  not 
foO^w  them,  but  proceed,  in  the  follow- 
ing chapter,  to  introduce  our  readers  to 
fresh  personages  and  fresh  incidents. 


VOL.1.  D  CHAP- 


iv 
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CHAPTER  II. 


It  was  not  always  thus — the  time  hath  been 
When  this  unfriendly  door,  that  bars  my  passage, 
Flew  wide,  and  almost  leaped  from  off  its  hinges 
To  give  me  entrance  here — when  this  good  house 
Has  pour'd  forth  all  its  dwellers  to  receive  me; 
But  now  ^tis  otherwise,  add  those  who  bless'd 
Now  cui*se  me  to  my  face.  Jane  Shore, 

In  the  reign  of  the  celebrated  and  well- 
known  queen  Elizabeth  lived  Humphrey 
Wharton,  and  Maudline  his  wife,  Mr. 
Wharton  was  a  gentleman  of  great  opu- 
lence, limited  understanding,  and  nar- 
row notions ;  his  estate,  which  was  situ- 
ated in  the  county  of  Northampton,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Thrapston,  was  one-  of  the  most 
extensive  and  fertile  in  the  whole  coun- 
ty, and  had  descended  to  him  through 
a  long  race  of  respectable  ancestry,     His 

wife 
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wife  Maudline  was  descended  from  a 
noble  and  illustrious  family,  but,  like  the 
female  descendants  of  many  illustrious 
families  at  the  present  day,  brought  her 
husband  no  other  marriage  portion  than 
a  long  rigmarole  genealogical  descrip. 
tion  of  her  progenitors,  an  insufferable 
quantity  of  affectation,  self-conceit,  and 
ill-temper. 

What  it  was  that  induced  Mr.  Whar- 
ton to  make  her  his  wife,  we  have  never 
been  able  to  ascertain,  though  the  ar- 
chives of  the  family  have  been  most 
diligently  inspected  and  searched  for 
the  purpose. 

The  greater  part  of  the  time  of  this 
noble  lady  was  employed  in  poring  over 
the  Book  of  Martyrs,  which  was  then  a 
new  and  fashionable  publication,  and  in 
expatiating  on  points  of  religious  doc- 
trine and  discipline,  which  she  was,  by 
nature  nor  education,  adapted  to  under- 

D  2  stand 


52  THE  WIZARD  FBIEST, 

standi  (m  discuss^  Tfais^  spedes  of  em*- 
ployment,  or^  Id  the  light  she  considered 
it»  of  amusement,  so  far  from  ^ilarging. 
be£  capacity^  or  increasing  t^  liberalitj 
of  her  notions,  and  amending^  the  saui^^ 
ness .  of  her  disposition^^  operated  in  a 
pred«ely*Gontmry  di^eotion^vand  finishedi 
in  rendering  her  th^  tyrant  of  her  ownfih 
mily,  and  the  execration  and  contempt, 
of  every  person  to  whom  her  surly  be- 
haviour and  fraetious.  nrianners  were 
known. 

In  charity,  w^  are  bound  to  believe 
she  was  possessed  of  some  good  quali- 
ties, though  we  have  not  been  aUe.  to 
find  out  of  what  sort  or  nature  they 
were,  and,  as  it  is  of  no  importance  to 
this  history,  that  the  reader  should  be . 
certified  of  their  existence,  we  will  no 
longer  exhaust  his  patience,  ai%d  our 
own  time,  in  useless  conjecture.^ 

The  union  of  thi9  upinterestii^.coupk 

produced 
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piodiioed  i^EOee  sons,  all  of  whom  sur- 
▼ived  4heir  parents,  and  flourished  in 
'the  full  strength  and  vigour  of  life,  at 
the  period  at  which  these  pages  com- 
•menced. 

As  the  Hfres  and  adventures  'of  'tiiese 
three  ipemMins  will  oecupy  the  modt  oon- 
sidemble  portion  of  >the  ensuing  'history, 
it  will  'be  proper,  before  we  prooe^ 
mtieh  'father,  t6  >be  a  (little  minitte,  we 
hope  not  ^unneciessarily  no,  hi  giving  an 
aecoutit  of  %heir  pursuits  and  oharactei*s.' 
Mr.  Huihphrey  4beir  ^father,  and  their 
>mc^ther  ll^uidlfoie,  bad  been  dead  many 
years  befbre  We  have  thought  it  expeAi- 
^tit  to  ^introduce  their  surviving  offspring 
dn  fi»e  stage  ^  4)ur  relation,  and,  we 
^re  ^scny  to  ^say,  had  not  paid,  during 
their  Ibmi^  that  ^prc^r  degree  of  atten- 
tion and  ^assidi^ity  to  the  education  and 
bringing-«ip  of  %hdr  children,  Wbich  it 
is  the  imperious  'ddty  of  every  parent  to 
bestow,  'and  ^bieh  is  alone  able»  nine 

D  3  times 
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times  out  of  ten,  to  ensure  their  future 
well-doing,  and  enable  them  to  avoid 
the  shoals  and  quicksands  of  guilt  and 
evil,  with  which  every  department  of 
life  abounds,  and  to  which  every  jour- 
ney through  the  world  is  more  or  less 
exposed.  On  the  contrary,  these  two 
improvident  parents,  being  too  lazy,  or 
too  much  occupied  with  other  business, 
to  give  themselves  any  trouble  about 
what  they  considered  as  an  affair  of 
minor  importance,  contented  themselves, 
like  many  other  parents,  with  entrusting 
the  instruction  of  their  sons  to  the  mer- 
cenary services  of  hired  masters,  who, 
being  neither  overlooked  by  the  parental 
eyes  of  those  from  whom  they  received 
their  quarterly  stipend,  nor  stimulated 
to  any  unusual  degree  of  ex^tion,  by 
the  superior  genius  or  attention  of  their 
pupils,  very  soon  consider^  them,  as  is 
generally  the  case  under  similar  circum- 
stances, as  a  medium  or  means  by  which 
.they,  the  masters,  were  to  obtain  their  own 

subsistence. 
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subsistence,  without  caring  a  single  straw 
whether  they  made  any  progress  or  not 
in  the  nominal  knowledge  which  it  was 
supposed  they  were  pouring  into  their 
brains,  and  for  a  proper  quantity  of 
which  they  had  bargain^  with  the  mas- 
ter and  mistress  of  the  house,  and  been 
suffered  to  take  up  their  residence  in 
the  family. 

.  The  results  of  such  treatment,  and  of 
such  a  mode  of  education,  are  sufficient- 
ly visible  and  plain  to  the  most  com- 
mon capacity,  and  will  be  fully  exem- 
plified and  illustrated  in  the  following 
pages. 

The  three  youths  grew  to  manhood, 
ignorant,  headstrong,  irregular  in  their 
pursuits,  incapable  of  managing  them- 
selves, yet  strongly  disinclined  to  be 
managed  by  other  people^  and  under  no 
sort  of  sway  or  obedience  to  their  pa- 
rents.   The  father,  for  his  part,  being 

V  4  principally 
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pnncip^y  taken  iip  mit^  ^d4<p<«|;s 
and  fsaixwing  spequlatioias,  :^Ye  Mm^lf 
very  little  concern  or  trqul^le  .^^bout  time 
manner  in  which  ivis  ^m  :eiK^loyed 
their  tiroe;  and  tbeir  QU9th^^i(prqwfd 
her  disiappointin^t  ,at  the  -  way  wmAmss 
of  their  dispositions  and  {Viiwiilt$»  if  the 
feeling  die  experienced  !Q9uJ4  be  CAU«d 
disappointment,  in  an  increased  i^evesrity 
of  deportment  to  her  uiferiorts  and  ser- 
vants,  and  mope  idose  ,i^plipfMiw  and 
attention  to  v^hat  :$he  jaowmined  %\ie 
duties  of  iel^<Hi.  In  abort,  Abe  mis- 
taken ^verity  of  ^«r  ^ev^timd  dii&s 
so  weakeqcKl  9od  Am^iomtl  h^icmstaku- 
tion,  ori^naUy  not  very  strong  cr  bMl- 
thy,  that  death  released  her  from  all 
earthly  3Q)i«it«de,  ;fitor%  nfti^  her 
y^ungei^t  /sw  l)a^  r^t«illied  h»  itwcAfth 
year;,  an4  s^  ^as  fyJhw^  tiP  ft^  itonjb, 
in  ^1  the  Q^en^id  je^dira^r,  i«nd  ^pomp, 
an4  mw^^  ^'WS^^mA  /BQtrowr,ibj)r  jher 
pret^^ed  dio^maoli^e  Jbudmid  and  &- 
mily,  .904  an  immena^  fisneourse  <]f  ie- 

nantry 
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Banky  atid  servants^  dad  in  the  tombre 
and  sable  vestmente  \i£  gtief  and  tears, 
not  one  of  whom,  between  ourselves, 
attend^  h^^t*  funeral  'who  did  not  most 
heartiy  l^diee  in  her  decease,  and  eic- 
tdt  in  thd  iMisfactol:^  Icnowledge,  that 
she  "^ras  too  l^ger  ^  a  situation  to  ha- 
rass themselves,  and  'fitmilies,  and  child- 
ren, by  her  inquisitive  intrusions,  and 
vexatibtts  'Churlishness,  iitid  incessant 
finding  of  faidt 

Her  death  removed  ihe  only  trafaimd, 
slight  as  it  was,  which,  whilst  she  was 
alive,  prtvaited  her  childreh  froih  act- 
ittg  predSeljr  as  they  pleased.  Their 
ft^her  .wa^  idlt&ly  At  home,  and  when  he 
Wte,  h^^idlHit  liltle  attention  to  whist 
Wte  tran^ad?^  bjr  ihem  in  the  hous^, 
provided  fhey  did  tiot  th^vart  his  pleisu 
sures  £M'd  ^)^tiitis ;  he  sufiet'ed  them  to 
do  whatever  they  *hose,  fatid  hever  inter- 
fered, either  by  reproof  or  admonition, 

D  5  '  to 
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to  restrain  their  vices,  or  direct  them  in 
the  pursuit  of  virtue. 

Their  masters  were  discharged ;  they 
told  their  father  that  they  could  learn 
,every  thing  requisite  for  their  education, 
just  as  well  without  their  help  and  as- 
sistance as  with  them. 

He  believed  implicitly  what  they  said, 
and  reflectmg  that  he  should  save  money 
by  their  absence,  gave  immediate  orders 
for  their  dismissal 

After  this  the  three  young  gentle- 
men wandered  about  the  house  and 
grounds  in  a  state  boidering  very  close- 
ly on  mere  animal  existence,  and  were 
(mly  prevented  from  plunging  in  ex- 
cesses, by  the  want  of  opportunities  for 
so  doing,  which  the  sequestered  nature 
of  their  abode  produced. 

The 
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The  names  of  these  three  brothers 
were,  Nicholas,  Walter,  and  Herbert; 
and  although,  in  consequence  of  the 
negligence  of  their  education,  and  com- 
plete want  of  all  reli^ous  and  moral 
iostruction,  they  greatly  resembled  each 
other  in  the  violence  of  their  tempers, 
and  predilection  for  mischief  and  evil, 
yet,  in  some  respects,  the  character  of 
Herbert,  the  younger,  was  widely  differ- 
ent from  that  of  the  other  two. 

Nicholas  Herbert,  the  eldest  of  the 
three,  was  violent,  irascible,  revengeful, 
and  vindictive ;  and  when  he  arrived  at 
man's  estate,  strongly  addicted  to  the 
unbounded  gratification  of  animal  appe- 
tite and  passions.  His  character  was 
firee  fit)m  h3rpocrisy,  and  that  was  per- 
haps the  only  vice  from  which  he  was 
exempt. 

He  made  no  secret  of  his  excesses, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father,  by 

D  6  which 
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iv^t6e^  le^^mt  he  hetisme  fcde  ^pmutssor 
of  Wiiarton  Qeme  /and  (dmnoii^  ^for 
Mr.  HusnpbDogr  died  iintofttete,  bsmog 
mode  no  fpn>yjm$ai,  li}r  wiU  4ir  ncftds- 
ment^  for  hi6  y^ttngerobildreo^  Jiesfaui* 
doDed  himedfr  ^vititosit  «fleatioii  or  n- 
serve»  to  the  crioiiml  fsyoyioeDtaof  a  life 
of  mese  ^profligBcj  and  1ft 


1  Vi,  nr       Mil 


He  was  £KQaedin^j  iUiteratq^  Old  3tlie 
only  learning  fif  juij  scMitt  which  be  {KIS- 
sessed,  was  a  tolerable  share  of  know* 
ledge  in  ^Ihe  jirt  «id  mgrttery  iof  j«j&me- 
tic  and  pecimiarir  ^ralcokition.  Of  tkis 
knowlfidge  he  gneatfy  dvidled  bkiuetf 
cm  rent'da3)r89  when  .^aettliiig  with  Ins 
tenantry  the  amount  4£  tibeinqnarterigf 
paymeiaetSy  and  when  daspeuii^  io  Jui 
seryants  and  Attendants  the  mkenible 
pittance  of  wages  hy  wbtdi  lie  ^seasvsd 
their  services,  and  rewarded  their  xtfeen* 
tion. 

He  was  umvetsally  esscmted  hytsvuf 

person 
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fummim  inbom^fteidepMritjrwidimi 
meas  lof  jhis  fhRmrtwiweig Igbmril  lb 
thoKy  tDvnis  nrfaom  iAuar  ndk  and 
#pidflDQe  EGBdered  fats  iB-wifl  aod  spite 
ajMitter  cf  jKdoct  kiililB'nuDce»  he  uras 
aa^i^MtioftooirtieDiptand  ndiciile;  but, 
iif  jbuicrarn  Ktmaers  and  ike  poor,  wii09e 
neBUs  of  adfdiBfeiioe  vvere  iaoo  finated 
te  vesbt  dliis  nwdtipiied  ^vegattions  aad 
incessant  tyranny,  he  was  too  orach 
feared  and  dreaded  to  be  regarded  in 
^mgriotfasr  li^t  <fthaBtiiait  (of  a  AsarM  and 

AESrUs  MQUMB  JUU  flOPWMSOy* 

AAorihedeadiiOf  his&tber,  finding 
UnseViii  fidl  pomssioB  «f  great  <«peaMi, 
lie  jby  JK>  sBOflBs  itintsd  Ininself  in  its 
diadpolian* 

fin  iiidfiher  Walter^  ynimmuM  cnriy  a 
3Kttr  ijronnger  tina  jhaawfi^  having,  bf 
Hie  want  of  tlue  oaie  and  attention  on 
tfaefBKt.ofiiiiiatlier,  bam  loft^tMar 
and  teompeUed  to  nfy^m  bim 

for 
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for  support  and  subsistence,  had  suffi- 
cient cunning  to  flatter  his  vices,  and  to 
a  certain  degree,  worm  himself  into  his 
confidence  and  favour.  This  Walter  re- 
sembled his  brother  Nicholas  in  mimy 
parts  of  his  character;  and  if  his  excesses 
were  more  limited,  and  his  profligacy 
less  flagrant,  it  was  because  his  means 
were  less  extensive,  and  his  purse  more 
narrow  and  confined. 

The  circumstances  of  Walter  com- 
pelled him  also  to  be  more  dreumspect 
in  his  behaviour,  and  less  assuming,  than 
Nicholas.  The  wealth  and  power  of 
the  elder  enabled  him  to  bully  and 
domineer  over  many  persons,  who,  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  poverty  and 
dependence  of  the  younger,  were  by  no 
means  disposed  to  put  up  with  his  arro- 
gance  and  presumpticxi.  The>rebuffi 
he  met  with  taught  him  caution ;  origi- 
nally the  perfect  fac-simile  of  Nicholas, 
as  he  grew  older,  the  circumstances  to 

which 
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which  we  have  adverted  gftve  birth  to 
fresh  vices  in  his  heart,  and  rendered 
him,  at  least  outwardly,  a  di&rent  sort 
of  being  to  the  other.  He  became,  in 
short,  cringing,  hypocritical,  and  cun- 
ning ;  and  by  those  who  were  strangers 
to  his  real  disposition,  was  considered^as 
a  harmless  and  inofien»ve  man,  whose 
lot  was  to  be  pitied,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
condemned  to  depend  for  his  support 
and  maintenance  on  the  will  of  his 
hard-hearted  and  ferocious  brother* 

Herbert,  the  youngest  brother,  though 
equally  exempt  from  any  settled  prin- 
dples  of  propriety  and  rectitude,  was,  as 
we  have  above  observed,  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent disposition  from  his  brothers,  nor 
were  his  understanding  and  intellects  so 
blunted  and  confined  as  theirs.  At  the 
time  of  his  father's  death,  he  was  not 
above  sixteen  years  of  age,  being  four 
or  five  years  younger  than  his  brothers. 

His 


^atiie^heiild  tivDM;  likely  harolifae  trou- 
ble find^^q^tfcedTMs  lUtuK  mippuM,  if 
he  ^id  ^Mt  hh  uprni  iM)me  ^icpedB^t  to 
get  quift  df  %i6  ^^aioi^  ObA  put  Mm 
into/sottie  way  df '|)Mfftding  fbf  fiisotm 
iQakitenteMe,  HMd  k^m^g  tliat,  from 
the  SifSereTfce  df  Chelr'ten^ifpers,  lie  would 
never  become  a  fittkig  irsftodate  for  Mm- 
seflf,  resdved,  tis  Hie  patrcHiage  of  a  st&all 
rectory  was  atiteclv^  to  'flie  t^er  good 
things  wfefch  lie  4rihei4ted  ftom  bfe  Ei- 
ther, to  send  Herbert  to  the  university, 
Wihidi  be  tmd^istood  would  be  a  neces- 
sary preliminary,  and  when  be  waij  suf- 
ifidently  indtieted  iii  tbeology,  {yf^seiit 
him  vdCh  I9ie  iiifing. 

This  fOan  W^  tecoi^din^  pVit  into 
pracllee,  atid  9iFieh(flas  was  |>keed  at  Oic- 
feid,  as  a  sen4tor,  tfiat  being  the  lowfert 
end  diK^est  lank  lirto  Whidi  as^fattts 
to  aeademical  leamff^  i^  ^tHirethirtt^ 
could  be  stationed,  and  furnished  with 

the 
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die  .«maUe8t  ^peeuaiftiy  lass^tvBce  .txnn- 
patible  with  the  actual  wants  and  'neces- 
saries of  life  for  his  maintenanoe^  dur- 
ing vhis  i^idmoe  ^t :tiuKt  cefebniBd.seat 

:Hi&;44)fienfleifr0m  thepoosesakmsof  Us 
t«nmsiboro  rGonfeiwied  :MTa:d  grears,  dur- 
U^  'Whii^  ^me  the  most  .titroeious  and 
neSuriQiis  series  weoe  more/dian  fainted 
to  .bavie  h&m  acted  :at  Wifaotton  fioafle. 
The  f)wticukrs  of  (tiieae  nusdeedB  ^iraze, 
bovwiv^er^  ¥fiy  mttmoatd^jspoilted^aBd 
so  many  di£PejM90t  (verabu  of  idh«t  pro^ 
fessed  to  be  the  same  tale,  transpired, 
»tihftfc.«p,4>nj&  .could  «ay^  with  imy  (degree 
.of  1<l^xjb»itttyf  m  mimix  ike  )trakii  (vras 
•mpoefyifid.  <CartMii  it  is,  tiiidt  akmKt 
mm^^tf^  after  bis  departure,  iaknost 
r«U  rtte  '^  tdoDQMkiQs  of  los  fMicr's 
tbouiebold  wei^  j^nchnrged.;  oifly  itwo 
new  MisviMts  urtne  .engaged,  ^wiio,  to- 
f^tbw  iv^  WnilaTf  who  mras  linstaH- 
ed  steward  itti^  iidoewy  of  tiie  pro- 
mises. 


66  THE  WIZARD  PRIEST. 

mises,  were  l^ft  sole  inhabitants  of  the 
place. 

Nicholas  himself  set  off  on  a  tour  o£ 
dissipation,  and  was  absent  many  months  ; 
he  then  returned,  bringing  with  him  sl 
host  of  companions,  which  he  had  pick- 
ed up  in  his  excursion,  but  who  or 
what  they  were  was  never  ascertained, 
for  he  never  visited  any  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry,  nor  did  Wharton  House 
ever  expand  its  portals  for  the  admis^ 
sion  of  visitors  residing  within  its  pre- 
cincts or  nei^bourhood. 

For  five  or  six  years  he  continued 
this  SOTt  of  life,  i^iding  at  times  at  the 
seat  of  his  progenitors,  occasionally  sur- 
rounded with  a  bevy  of  characters  of 
most  dubious  reputation;  occasionally 
with  his  brother  Walter,  and  his  two 
regular  servants,  as  his  only  companions ; 
and  at  times  absenting  himself,  and  con- 
tinuing many  months  away. 

His 
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£ris  brother  Walter  was  at  length  re* 
moved  from  Wharton  House  itself,  and 
placed  in  a  small  tenement,  situated  on 
the  extremity  of  the  park.    The  two 
domestics  were  discharged ;  and  Nicho- 
las was  absent  nearly  fifteen  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  period,  whidi  was 
about  six  months  before  the  arrival  of 
the  morning  on  which  we  have  describ. 
ed  the  scene  in  the  last  chapter  to  have 
taken  place,  he  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly returned  to  the  place  of  his  early 
days,  and  employed  Walter,  and  a  large 
train  of  workmen  and  artificers,  to  re- 
pair the  decays  which  time  and  the 
weather  had  introduced  into  it,    and 
gave  out  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
reside  there  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Though  his  character  had  never  stood 
very  highly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
possessions,  a  lapse  of  fifteen  years  had 
greatly  obliterated  the  impressions  which 
the  reports  of  what  had  been  transacted 

under 
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janderMs  raof  hdd  made  upc^n  the  minds 
of  Ins  «eightK>miis ;  and  being  amply  *eri^ 
dowed  miih  wealth,  l^at  utiivei'sal  pa-- 
nacea  for  injured  reputations  and  l^ad 
^odiMs,  'there  were  not  wanting  many 
persons  pfho  ^received  and  returned  -his 
visits. 

M^  Jeng  intcMourse  with  the  woi*ld 
iiaa  rutibed  )^  mwh  Of  the  ra^tiieity  of 
^Us  original  >tnan»ers ;  amd  thot^  there 
tWBB  s,  degree  of  ^ifirdness  and  impcftii- 
jonty  iin  ^  Aeportmenlt,  w9>idh  shewed 
itliat  he  had  tiot  ^ws^s  mixed  in  the 
imost  ipdftAied  eirdes,  tHor  wh^ly  cdn- 
(fined  hfiifliBelf  >to  ^e  'cowpany  ^of  l^e 
ftu^^ier  idhsses  of  sooiety ,  yet  4ie  <K>uld, 
wlien  3he  tplaased,  oondmt  >hims&tf  with 
tolerable    propriety    and    gentlemanly 
usase. 

in  idisposlli]oii>hewafi6,  however,  pre^ 
iisriy  lAie  45ame  ^as  be  4iad  ^bcien  'SsH  the 
4ay8  xif  his  Hfe^^-k^travagfiM  in  ^e 

gratification 
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gmtifioatiQn:  o£  hi»  ovm  vrhbesrand  de^ 
siies^  extortionate  in  winging  the  meaiis^ 
for  such  gratification  fnom  the  handirof 
hU  tenants  and  dependant^  reddets, 
unrelenting  and  cruel  implacable  in  bis 
revenge^,  and  apt  to  take  umbrage*  at 
the  moat  trifling  and  inadvertent  th want* 
ing  of  hii  wilL 

Though  every  inch  of  his  estate  was 
raokr^itedy  and  his  farmers  and  cotters 
sweated  UBder  the  rigorous,  and  inm^ 
rod  of  his  brother's  exactions  and  ma^ 
nag^ment^  yet  lie  was  not  satisfied,  widi 
his  stewardship ;  and  after  reviling  him* 
in  very  gross  terms,  for  being  too  luke-^ 
warm  and  lenient,  dismissed,  him  fknn 
his'  service,  and  bestowed  the  vacant 
ofl^ce  cm  a  man  whom:  he  brou^t  in  his 
retinue,  and  who  very  soon:  shaBi/isdrt hat 
the^  expedients,  used  by  Walter  to  ex« 
tract  money  from-,  the/  poor  and  nee^ 
weietcocE^acatlvely  trifling  andtineffltt^ 

dous 
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cious  to  the  system  he  immediately  put 
into  full  force  and  practice.     The  dis- 
missal even  of  that  powerful  alchymist 
was  regretted,  and  those  who  had  be- 
fore accused  him  of  want  of  feeling  and 
rigour,  began  to  suspect  they  had  been 
unjust  in  their  assertions,  and  to  pray 
most  fervently  for  his  speedy  resump- 
tion of  his  former  duties. 

Before  we  proceed  further,  it  will  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  render  the  narra- 
tive complete,  to  acquaint  the  reader, 
that  Walter,  some  years  before  the  re- 
turn of  his  brother  to  reside  on  his  es- 
tates, having  grown  tired  of  the  life  of 
a  badidor,  liad  thought  proper  to  marry. 
In  his  choice  of  a  wife^  he  had  consulted 
no  other  test  than  that  of  his  eyesight. 
This  partner  of  his  future  days  was  the 
daughter  of  a  simple  yeoman ;  she  had 
been,  at  the  time  of  thdr  courtship,  a 
young  woman  of  T«ry  considefable  per- 

sonal 
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sonal  attractions,  and  she  still  retained 
the  remains,  though  greatly  faded,  of 
much  early  beauty. 

Gillian  Bosworth,  for  such  had  been 
her  maiden  name  (though  after  her 
marriage  she  had,  of  course,  assumed 
the  appellation  of  Wharton)  was  a  wo- 
man of  very  strong,  though  uncultivat- 
ed mind,  and  was  possessed  of  a  much 
greater  portion  of  resolution  and  courage 
than  is  usually  to  be  met  with  amongst 
females.  She  had  been  wise  enough 
to  resist  all  the  endeavours  and  solicita- 
tions by  which  Walter  had  endeavoured 
to  render  himself  master  of  her  person, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  church 
service,  and  the  assistance  of  a  priest. 
After  their  marriage  she  had,  by  the 
very  great  superiority  of  understanding, 
and  decision  of  character,  obtained  a 
complete  ascendancy  over  the  mind  of 
her.  husband,  and  her  ascendancy  had 
been  exerted  to  render  his  behaviour  to 

those 
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those  uirder  his  dominioil  and  swAy  lesid 
tyrannical  and  rapadous  than  it  had 
been  before  that  event* 

Her  infliienceover  his  actions,  though 
it  had  not  been  saffident  to  render  his 
stewardship  vteiy  favourable  to  the  te- 
nantry over  whom  it  had  been  exerdsed, 
had<  succeeded  in  ameliorating  their  con- 
dition to  a  certain  extent,  and  tb  the 
aUemtion^  and  removar  of  many  vexa-^ 
tiwis  to  which  they  had^  been  before  ex- 
poised ;  and  itr  was  this  comparative  re- 
laxaticm  of  tb^  rigorous  measures  for- 
merly in  force  to  whidi  his  brother  Ni- 
choliKS  alluded^  when  he  accused  him  of 
being  negligent  in  the  mans^ement  of 
his  estate,  and  lukewarm  in  the  protec- 
tion of  his  interests,  and  in  consequence 
th^eof  dismissed  him  from  his  service* 

Walter,  as^  may  be  readily  imaging, 
was  exceedingly  hurt  at  the  treatment 
heestpericnced  at  his  brother^  hand;  and 

his 


hk  nmcour  and  wish  for  vengeanee  be* 
trayed  itself  very  forcibly  at  the  confe* 
rence  in  which  he  had  been  discharged 
from  his  office.  A  life  however  of  long 
subserviency  to  the  will  of  his  brother, 
and  the  habit  of  yielding  to  his  will, 
which  his  dependent  intuation  had  pro- 
duced, led  him,  before  be  left  the  pre- 
sence of  that  infuriated  despot,  to  at- 
tempt several  modes  of  i;egaining  his  fa-t 
vour  and  good-will,  all  of  which  were 
unavailing;  and  he  was  at  length,  after 
being  repeatedly  commanded  to  retire 
and  quit  his  presence,  forcibly  thrust  out 
of  tiie  house  by  his  furious  and  inexor^, 
able  brother^  and  commanded  never  to 
return  thither,  under  the  penalty  c^  still 
rougher  treatment  and  more  disastrous 
consequences.    . 

Full  of  rage,  and  vowing  revenge  for 
the  unexpected  treatment  he  had  receiv* 
ed,  he  hastened  on  the  wings  of  fur^  to 
his  own  house,  and  hastily  rushing  into 

VOL.  I.  E  the 
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the  apartment  in  which  his  wife  was  ait- 
tending  to  her  household  and  domestic 
duties,  continued  for  several  minutes 
stamping  and  walking  up  and  down  the 
apartment,  with  the  frantic  violence  and 
gesticulation  of  a  raging  bedlamite :  the 
chamber  rang  with  his  incoherent  threats^ 
and  several  dark  hints  of  something  of  a 
fearful  import  either  done,  or  to  be  done, 
escaped  his  lips,  and  greatly  excited  the 
curiosi:y  and  anxiety  of  his  wife,  who; 
though  she  resolved  to  probe  him  closely 
for  a  full  explanation  of  what  she  could 
only  catch  at  by  disjointed  words  and 
sentences,  soon  saw  that  it  was  better  for 
the  first  moments  of  his  rage  to  be  left 
to  themselves,  and  that  it  would  be  use- 
less, if  not  dangerous,  to  interfere  either 
by  interrogation  or  entreaty,  until  the 
first  burst  of  his  passion  was  sunk  and 
subsided.     She  had  frequently  seen  him 
under  the  influence  of  violent  irascibi* 
lityi  and  had  as  frequently  succeeded, 
by  ik9  judicious  means  she  had  employ^ 

ed 
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ed  for  that  purpose,  in  i^strainihg  the 
fierceness  of  his  emotions,  and  reducing 
him  to  calmness  and  reason ;  hut  she  had 
never,  until  the  present  occasion,  beheld 
the  foil  workings  of  his  irresistible  vio- 
lence and  passion,  and  she  was  in  a  mo« 
inent  aware  that  time  alone  would  be 
efficacious  to  the  affecting  of  her.  pur* 
pose. 

The  result  proved  that  she  had  augur- 
ed correctly.  After  continuing  for  some 
time  longer  this  outrageous  behaviour, 
he  sunk  into  a  huge  elbow  chair,  which 
was  particularly  set  apart  for  his  conve« 
nience,  and  in  which,  before  the  late 
quarrel  with  his  brother^  he  had  been  a& 
customed  to  receive  the  supplicatory  vi- 
sits  of  the  tenantry  of  the  estate,  and  is* 
sue  his  mandates  as  it  were  ecc  cathedra. 
Exhausted  by  his  violence  and  exertions, 
into  this  huge  piece  of  antique  furni«- 
ture,  as  we  have  $aid  before,  he  sunk  at 
length:  his  vociferation  gradually  sub- 

£  2  ^ded 
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sided  into  indistinct  murmurs  and  mtf  t^ 
terii^«  and  ended  at  length  in  the  sul- 
len and  sulky  silence,  which,  in  men  of 
his  headstrong  and  vindictive  cbaractert 
is  generally  tbe  ccmclusion  of  violent  fits 
of  rage,  and  is  quite  as  much,  or  even 
more  to  be  dreaded,  than  their  violence 
itself. 

After  a  silence  of  some  minutes,  his 
wife  considering  that  he  was  sufficiently 
calm  to  be  questioned  as  to  the  reasons 
of  his  violent  ebullition  of  passion,  ven- 
tured at  length  to  address  him,  and  a 
dialogue,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
transcript,  immediately  commenced  he^ 
tween  them-^**  What  new  cause  for  all 
this  violence  and  noise  has  again,  Wal« 
ter  Wharton,  impelled  you  to  behave  in 
a  manner  which  I  was  hopeful  you  had 
at  length  relinquished  ?  Tell  me,  I  say, 
have  any  of  the  tenants  refused  to  pay 
thdr  rents,  or  treated  you  with  insult  ?" 

To  this  questicm  he  for  some  time  re^ 

turned 
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turned  no  answer,  and  she  again  repeat- 
ed it  in  nearly  the  same  words.  After 
a  short  internal,  he  sullenly  muttered— 
**  Curse  the  tenants  !** 

**  Wherefore  curse  the  tenants  ?  What 
fresh  cause  have  they  given  you  to  raise 
your  enmity  to  such  an  unusual  pitch  ?** 

«  None.^ 

•*  Then  wherefore  curse  them?" 

**  Because  it  pleaseth  me.** 

**  What  have  they  said  or  done  to 
thee?^ 

"  They  have  done  nothing;  but  an- 
other has.** 

"Who  has?** 

"  My  villainous  brother  and  kins- 
man, Nicholas  Wharton.*' 

"  Your  brother  Nicholas  ?'' 

•*  Yes,  the  caitiff,  Nicholas  Wharton ! 
he  whose  ready  slave  and  willing  fool  I 
have  been  all  the  days  of  my  life  !* 

•*  What  has  he  done  to  you  ?"  * 

"  Discharged  me  from  his  steward* 
ship  « 

^  e8        •*  Discharged 
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"  Discliarged  you  from  the  stewards 
ship,  do. you  say  ?" 

"I  do." 

"  What  can  have  led  him  to  do  this  ?^ 

**  He  says  I  shewed  too  much  indul- 
gence to  his  tenants^  and  neglected  his 
interests." 

"  False-speaking  griper !  may  ill-luck 
light  upon  his  niggard  heart!  But 
what  is  to  be  done  ?" 

"  I  know  not,  neither  do  I  care.** 

"  Will  you  again  to  his  presence  ?'*    • 

**  Never  to  solicit  his  favour.  He 
owes  me  deep  and  fatal  obligation;  a 
word  of  mine  would  pull  him  from  his 
thre$h6ld,  and  gibbet  him  at  the  door  of 
his  own  roof,  where  he  might  waver  i^ 
the  whistling  breeze,  and  repent  at  lei- 
sure the  consequences  of  his  treatment 
to  me  this  morning." 

"  What  word  is  that,^ Walter,  tell  me 
I  conjure; you,  which  is  so  powerful  in  its 
effects  ?" 

"  That  secret  lies  safely  locked  in  the 

custody 
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cartody  of  my  own  breast^  nor  do  I  mean- 
to  disclose  if 

**  I  entreat  you  to  tell  me.** 

•*  I  say,  entreat  no  more." 

Gillian  was  however  too  fully  bent 
upon  having  her  curiosity  satisfied,  and 
her  conjectures  reduced  to  a  state  of  cer- 
tainty,  so  readily  to  yield  to  the  com- 
mands of  her  husband ;  the  words  which 
had  escaped  from  his  lips  during  the  first 
paroxysms  of  his  violence  and  passion, 
were  too  dark  and  horrible  to  be  soon 
forgotten,  or  to  be  obliterated  firom  her 
mind,  by  a  cimple  request  or  mandate 
to  seek  no  further  solution  of  their  pur<« 
port  and  meaning ;  add  to  this,  the  asser- 
tion that  he  was  in  possession  of  a  secret, 
the  divulging  of  which  would  effect  the 
safety  and  life  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Wharton, 
opened  to  her  eyes  a  prospect  fix)m  which 
she  augured  prosperously  for  the  future 
well-doing  of  her  husband  and  herself, 

£  4  and 
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and  which  she  had  little  doubt  would 
obtain  his  certain  and  speedy  re-admis^ 
sion  to  the  office  of  steward,  from  which 
he  had  been  so  recently  and  unexpectedly 
discharged. 

In  contracting  in  marriage  with  her 
husband  Walter,  she  had  been  but  lit- 
tle influenced  by  those  tender  and  affect- 
ing regards,  by  which  in  similar  con- 
tracts the  contracting  parties  are  somis* 
tiines  induced  to  enter  upon  the  matri- 
monial rtate ;  she  had  married  him  prin- 
cipally with  a  view. of  bettering  her  own 
condition  in  life,  and  raising  herself 
above  the  low  rank  of  society  in  which 
she  had  been  bom,  and  of  protecting  her 
aged  parents,  who  were  tenants  of  the 
WhaMion  estate,  from  the  efifects  of  that 
rapaciousness  and  tyrannical  exaction  to 
which  they  had  been  Icmg  exposed,  friMn 
the  unfeeling  and  relentless  rigour  of 
his  oppressive  stewardship.    She  had  bad 

the 
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the  satisfkctim  of  seeing  hdr  dedres^  in 
this  particular,  crowned  with  complete 
success. 

Her  parents  had  been  almost  directly 
removed  from  the  humble  roof  of  the 
lowly  hovel  in  which  they  had  long  re- 
sided, and  been  placed  in  a  small  and 
comfortable  farm,  the  rent  of  which  was 
greatly  reduced  from  that  which  had 
been  th^etofore  exacted  from  ithe  out- 
going tenant,  and  the  payments  of  which 
had  never  been  cither  vwy  rigorously  or 
r^ularly.  enforced  Gillian  was  thei*e- 
fbre  vCTy  much  surprised  and  grieved  at 
the  dismi^al  of  her  husband,  to  whom, 
notwithstioiding  what  we  have  said  of 
the  motives  whicb  had  induced  her  to 
become  united  to  his  future  fate,  she . 
had  made  an  exceedingly  good  wife, 
gratitude,  hairing  done  that  whidi  l6ve 
could  not :affiact,andraidered  her  great- 
\y  attached  to  hioi .  and  Im  interests. 
Sfas  seiw  tiiatif  iie  was;  no  longer  .retain-^ 

E,  5 .  ed  1 
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ed  as  steward  of  the  domains^  the  secn-^ 
rity  and  happiness  of  her  parents  would 
become  extremely  critical,  and  that,  in 
all  probability,  the  first  step  of  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  vacant  office  would  be  great* 
ly  to  increase  their  rent,  and  enforce  its 
regular  payment,  or  else  to  turn  them . 
completely  out  of  possession  .  of  their 
farm,  and  compel  them  once  more  ta 
take  up  their  abode  in  the  miserable  cot- 
tage  from  which,  by  her  exertions  and 
sacrifices,  they  had  been  originally  res^ 
cued.    All  these  things  passed  instantly 
before  her  eyes,  and  the  unpleasant  pro- . 
spects  which  they  presented  to  her  view 
made  her  resolve  to  leave  no  means  un- 
tried of  regaining  for  her  husband  his . 
former  situation,  and  securing  to  his 
hands  his  former  power.   . 

\  *        *  * 

Although  their  union  had .  produced 
them  no  children,  about  whose  future, 
destination  she  might  have  been  solicit- 
ous, yet  she  was  perhaps  equally  averse. 

to 


to  rdiBiiquish  her  ^reisent  affluence,  and 
deseed  to  her  former  habits  of  hard 
work  and  daily  labour,  as  if  she  had  been 
surrounded  by  a  large  family.  She 
knew  that  her  husband,  notwithstanding 
the  force  with  which  he  wrung  money . 
from  the  hands  of  other  people,  had  been 
too  extravagant  in  his  habits  of  living  to 
retain  much  of  it  in  his  own  grasp,  dnd 
that  in  the  event  of  his  not  being  recon- 
ciled  to  his  brother,  he  would  have  no- 
thing whatever  on  which  they  could  in 
future  subsist,'  and  she  was  well  aware 
that  he  was  neither  by  nature  or  experi- 
ence calculated  to  earn  his  bread  by  his 
own  efforts,  and  that  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  of  idleness  and  ease  had  greatly 
decreased,  if  not  entirely  destroyed,  her 
own  capability  for  industry  and  exer- 
tion. 

So  far  therefore  from  complying  with* 
the  injunction  of  her  husband,  to  seek 
no  further  into  the^  secret  of  his  breast,  ,^ 

£  6  she 
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she  plied  him  over  and  met  tkffSsn  with 
every  entreaty  and  argument  n^hicb  her 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  and  more 
especially  her  knowledge  of  the  ingredi-* 
ents  of  his  particular  character,  suggest* 
ed  to  her  recollection  and  endeavours;' 
but  all  her  attempts  to  extract  a  know* 
ledge  of  what  she  was  so  intent  upon 
knowing,  proved,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, wholly  unavailing  and  useless,  and 
she  was  compelled  to  rest  satisfied,,  or  ra* 
jther  unsatisfied,  with  the  slender  know- 
ledge that  Walter  was  certainly  in  pos- 
session of  some  secret  or'^other,  which  af- 
fected the  Kfe  and  honour  of  his  brother 
Nicholas,  though  what  the  particulars  of 
that  secret  were,  it  was  impossible  for  her 
conjectures  to  find  out,  or  her  eloquence 
to  extract  from  his  tongue^ 

We  have  observed,  that  Gillian,  by 
the  superior  strength  of  her  mind,  and 
the  commending  charact^  of  her  under- 
standing, possessed  an  almost-boundkss  * 

•  ascehdancy^ 
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ascandancj  and  inftienoe  tftiv  tier  hus*^ 
band,  and  over  his  actions ;  and  it  will  no* 
doubt  appear  to  the  reader^  as  it  certain^ 
\j  did  to  herself,  incompatible  with  such* 
inflaence  and  ascendancy,  that  noticing 
urged  by  her  entreaties  and  remon- 
strance,, could  shake  the  fixed  determi- 
nation which  he  seemed  to  have  made 
not  to  yield  to  what  she  urged  to  his  at- 
tention, and  to  continue  inflexible  to 
whatever  she  said. 

Whether  this  inflexibility  was  to  Be- 
attributed  to  the  obstinacy  of  his  dispo- 
sition, for  obstinate  he  certainly  was,  to  * 
the  last  degree  of  obstinacy,  or  whether 
it  resulted  from  a  conviction,  that  by  di- 
vulging the  secret  by  which  he  had  as- 
serted his  brother's  life  was  held,  he  was 
at  the  same  time  rendering  his  own  safe- 
ty  amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  country, 
or  from  whatever  cause4t  arose,  certain^ 
it  is,  thai  the  case  was  precisely  as  is  here- 

des(»:ibed^ 
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described,  wd  that  a. full  ei^plication  of 
a  behaviour  so  dififerent  from  what  his 
wife  had  on  former  occasions  experienced 
from  him»  will  be  given  in  the  sequel  of 
his  story,  in  the  meantime,  we  will  go 
on  to  narrate  the  conclusion  of  t^e  dia- 
logue between  these  two  {mrties,  which 
followed  what  we  have  above  described.. 

•*  What  steps,?  after  a^  considerable 
pause  in  the  dialogue,  said  Gillian,  ^*  do 
you  mean  to  take  in  this  business  ?  Do 
yx)u  again  intend  to  gp  to.  Wharton 
House,  and  persuade  your  brother  to^ 
reinstate  you  in  your  office  ?" 

*'  No,  J  do  not;  I  have  already  said  I 
shall  no  more  expose  myself  to  his  in- 
sults ;,  besides,  I  know  his  temper  too 
well,  to  expect  tliat  he  will  alter  his  re- 
solution.? 

"  What  then  are  we  to  do — in  what 
manner,  are  we  in.  futuce  to  be  support* 
ed?." 

"That: 
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**  That  is  more  than  I  ean  answer^'' 

**  Shall  I  see  ^our  brother  Nicholas^ 
and  try  to  induce  him  to  relent  ?" 

"  I  tell  you  I  know  my  brother's  tem- 
per better  than  you  do ;  when  ouce  he 
forms  a  resolution,  he  never  swerves 
from  it.  If,  therefore,  you  go  to- Whar- 
ton House,  you  go  on  a  fool's  errand^ 
and  will  most  likely  meet  with  a  fool's, 
treatment  for  your  pafais." 

"  Nevertheless  I  am  resolved  to  go." 

^  Well  go  then,  in  the  name  of  for- 
tune^ and  much  good  may  yoa  derive, 
from  your  journey .'*^ 

"  Once  more,  will  you  put  me  in  pos- 
session of  the  horrible  secret  about  which 
we  have  so  long  disputed  ?'* 

**  Urge  me  no  more — ^you  know  my 
resolution.'* 

"•  Well  then,  farewell^  till  I  return. 
fix)m:your  brother's  house" 

"  FarewelLr 

With  these  words  they  parted.    Wal- 

ter 
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ter  throwing  himself  backward  in  his 
liuge  arm*chair,  stretched  out  his  long 
legs,  till  his  two  heels  met  in  contact,-, 
and  folding  his  arms  across,  contracted 
the  wrinkles  of  his  forehead,  till  they 
descended  and  met  in  furrowed  angles  . 
on  the  top  of  his  nose,  and  half^losing 
his  fiery  eyes,  appeared  to  muse  and  me- 
diate upon  the  recent  transaction  of  his 
dismissal,  and  the  future  prospects  (rf  his^ 
life ;  and  Gillian,  quickly  habiting  her- 
self in  appropriate  costume,  sought,  with 
qiiick  and  steady  footstep,  the  doors  of: 
Wharton  House. 

'  As  the  abode  of  her  husband  was  si-^- 
tuated  at  a  distance  of  little  more  than 
half-a-mile  from  the  family-^seat .  of  his  > 
ancestors,  she  was  not  long  in  walking 
across  the  shady  park  by  which  they, 
were  sej^rated,  and  on  her  arrival  at  the« 
house,  requested  a  servant  to  deliver  her 
name  to  Mr.  Wharton,  and  inform  him 
that  the  busifiesa  on  which  ^be  came  ad- 

mitted 
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mitted  of  no  delay.  The  Servant  retired 
with  this  message  to  his  master,  and  in 
the  meantime  she  continued  to  walk  up 
and  down  the  apartment  into  which  she 
had  been  shewn,  levolving  in  her  mind 
the  manner  in  which  it  would  best  be- 
come her  to  act ;  and  scarcely  had  she 
formed  her  plan,  and  taken  her  resolu- 
tion, when  the  door  of  tiie  room  was 
pushed  open,  and  the  servant  whom  she 
had  dispatched  returned. 

'*  What  says  your  master?**  said  she, 
in  a  tone  of  voice  at  once  commanding 
md  impressive.  ^  Does  he  content  to 
see  me?- 

^  No,  madam,  he  does  not." 

-Where  is  he  ?*• 

•*  In  his  private  chamber.** 

'''Did  you  tell  him  my  business  ad*> 
mitted  of  no  delay  ?'* 

-  Madam,  I  did.** 

-What  said  he?** 

**  He  said^  *  whether  it  admitted  of  - 

delay 
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delay  or  not»  h^  cared  little,  and  that  I 
must  admit  of  no  dcilay  in  thrusting  you 
out  of  the  house." 

«  W^  that  his  answer  ?** 

"  It  was." 

^  Then  instantly  shew  me  to  his  apartr 
ment." 

•*  Excuse  me,  madam— I  dare  not." 

**  Make  way  tfaen>  and  I  will  be  my 
own  usher  to  his  presence*" 

"  Madam !" 

*'  Give  place,  sir,  and  attempt  not  to 
oppose  my  passage." 


With  these  words,  being  a  womcai  of 
considerable  bodily  strength,  she  pushed 
the  half-frightened  servant,  who  was  ad- 
vancing to  prevent  her  intended  pro- 
gress, forcibly  backwards,  and  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  dif- 
ferent apartments  of  the  houses  proceed-^ 
ed  quickly  towards  that  in  which  he  had 
informed  her  Mr.  Wharton  was ;  and 
knocking  neither  very  gently  nor .  yet 

very 
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very  loudly  at  the  door,  was,  by  a  harsh 
voice  on  the  inside  of  it,  immediately 
commanded  to  enter.  This  she  accord^ 
ingly  did  without  much  ceremony,  and 
found  herself  in  an  instant  confronted 
with  the  person  of  whom  she  had  come 
in  quest,  and  who,  it  was  very  plain,  was 
labouring  under  the  influence  of  consi* 
derable  ill  humour,  which  she  soon  saw 
her  visit  was  by  no  means  calculated  to 
diminish  or  delay ;  she  was  however  suf* 
fidently  acquainted  with  the  character 
of  the  man  to  whom  she  was  opposed^ 
to  be  abashed  at  the  reception  she  met 
with,  and  her  wonted  strength  of  intel- 
lect and  presence  of  mind,  never  once 
deserted  her  during  this  curious  and  in^ 
teresting  interview. 

The  room  into  which  Gillian  had  taken 
the  liberty  to  give  herself  an  entrance, 
to  the  great  indignation  of  its  inmate, 
was  not  very  spacious.  Since  the  last 
return  of  Mr,  Wharton  to  his  paternal 

roof. 
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roof,  it  had  undergone  reparation  ftord 
the  effects  of  time  and  weather,  and  had 
been  completely  new  decorated  and  fur- 
nished. In  the  decorations  and  fttmi<* 
ture,  however,  though  they  were  both 
i^plendid  and  modem,  it  was  not  difficult 
for  the  eye  of  an  observer,  experienced 
in  such  investigation  and  scrutiny,  to 
discover  that  there  had  been  a  struggle 
between  habitual  parsimony  and  reluc- 
tance to  part  with  money,  and  an  osten- 
tatious wish  and  endeavour  to  strike  the 
mind  ci  the  beholder  with  high  notions 
of  the  wealth,  munificence,  grandeur, 
and  taste  of  the  owner.  In  a  word,  a 
gi^eat  deal  had  been  attempted,  and  to  a 
certain  degree,  not  badly  executed  at  a 
comparatively-small  expence. 

The  windows  of  this  gorgeous  apart- 
ment commanded  a  complete  view  of 
the  park,  and  through  them  Gillian  could 
plainly  discern  the  house  of  her  husband,, 
which  was  seated  at  the  outskirts  of  it, 

and 
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and  the  road  from  which  to  the  house  she 
was  now  in  lay  completely  exposed  to  her 
view ;  she  therefore  entertained  but  little 
doubt  that  her  advapce  bad  been  descried 
by  her  furious  brother-in-laW|  long  before 
the  servant  had  announced  her  arrival 
and  delivered  her  message,  and  that  h^ 
had  been  in  some  degree  prepared  foe 
her  reception. 

On  entering  the  ^artment,  she  made 
a  slight  obeisance  to  this  tyrannical  des- 
pot, who  neither  rose  from  the  chair  on 
which  he  was  seated,  to  bid  her  welcome 
on  her  entrance,  nor  deigned  to  return 
the  slightest  acknowledgment  of  the  cir 
vility  with  which  he  was  greeted ;  but 
saw  frowning  and  gkoicing  looks  of 
malevolence  and  anger  at  the  intruder, 
who  had  so  unwelcomely,  and  in  defiance 
of  his  strict  commands,  dared  to  enter  his 
presence^  and  di3tarb  his  privacy. 

Nicholaf  Wh^rUm  w«a  now  in  th^ 

forty- 
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forty -fifth  year  of  his  age ;  he  was  tall 
and  well  shaped,  and  his  features,  if  they 
had  not  been  distorted  by  the  marks  of 
fio  many  evil  passions,  would  have  been 
noble  and  handsome ;  long  exposure  to 
the  weather,  and  the  climates  of  various 
regions,  had  dyed  his  skin  to  the  dark- 
ness of  mulatto-brown,  and  his  coal-black 
grizzled  hair,  whiskers,  and  short  beard, 
increased  the  fell  and  gloomy  depth  of 
his  complexion ;  his  swart  eye  was  fiery 
and  bloodshot,  and  shot  in  sinister  ex- 
pression on  the  wife  of  his  offending 
brother.  He  was  habited  in  apparel  of 
extraordinary  richness ;  around  his  neck 
he  wore  a  huge  ruff  of  numerous  plaited 
folds ;  his  doublet,  of  the  richest  crimson 
Genoa  velvet,  slashed  and  trimmed  with 
trimmings  of  white  satin  and  gold,  fitted 
tightly  to  his  strong  frame,  and  from  his 
shoulders  hung  a  coistly  cloak  of  the 
same  materials ;  the  coverings  of  his  legs 
and  thighs  were  cut  and  trimmed  in  the 
richest  fashion  of  the  times ;  huge  laced 

rufSes, 
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ruffles,  or  rather  pointed  cuffs,  extended 
from  his  wrist  to  his  elbow ;  and  a  long 
rapier  hung,  suspended  by  a  costly  square- 
linked  flatted  chain,  to  bis  side.  He 
was,  upon  the  whole,  a  figure  formed  to 
strike  awe  and  terror  into  the  minds  of 
his  inferiors,  and  would,  from  the  look 
he  assumed,  and  the  inauspicious  hu- 
mour he  was  in,  have  rendered  a  woman 
of  weaker  norves  than  Gillian  Wharton 
well  pleased  to  be  quit  of  his  fear-inspir« 
ing  presence. 


>  4 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Nor  stayed  for  (Stairs;  biit  down  the  depth  he  threw 
His  body;  on  his  back  the  door  he  drew. 

Dry  den's  Virgil,  ^ 

Gillian  being  now  within  six  feet  of 
this  formidable  figure,  was  preparing  to 
address  him,  and  state  the  business  on 
which  she  had  arrived,  when,  perceiving 
her  intention,  and  being  by  no  means  in 
a  humour  to  listen  to  that  which  he 
guessed  the  purport,  and  greatly  enraged 
at  her  unexpected  entrance  and  intru- 
sion, he  rose  quickly  from  his  seat,  and 
motioning  with  his  hand  for  her  depar- 
ture, uttered,  in  a  hasty  and  repulsive 
voice, the  following  interrogation — "Did 
not  my  servants  inform  you  that  I  chose 
to  be  alone  ?" 
"  They  did." 
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**  How  durst  you  then  intrude  into  my 
presence  and  privacy  ?" 

**  The  business  on  which  I  wish  to 
speak  with  you,  is  too  important  to  be 
delayed  by  the  usual  ceremonies  of  in- 
trodueti(»i»  and  must  excuse  my  disre- 
gard of  form." 

'^  Nothing  can  excuse  this  insolence ! 
—instantly  quit  the  room !" 

''  Not  till  I  have  said  that  which  I 
came  here  to  say." 

*'  Begone  r 

«  Not  till ^" 

**  I  say  begone !"  roared  the  enraged 
lord  of  the  premises,  advancing  towards, 
and  apparently  preparing  to  hasten  her 
exit  by  manual  force. 

She  however  undauntedly  kept  her 
ground,  and  stretching  forth  her  hands  to 
keep  him  at  a  respectful  distance  from 
her  person,  and  protect  herself  from  the 
disgrace  of  being  removed  by  violence 
from  the  chamber,  retreated  not  a  step 
in  compliance  with  his  commands,  and 

VOL.  L  F  in 
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in  a  tone  of  considerable  dignity/  thus 
addressed  him,  her  coolness  and  delibera* 
tion  of  manner  operating  for  some  mo* 
ments  as  restraints  on  his  apparent  in- 
tention and  rage — ^^  Let  not  your  pas- 
sion, Nicholas  Wharton,  blind  your  eyes 
to  the  consequences  that  may  follow 
3'^our  resolution  not  to  listen  to  that  which 
I  am  come  to  urge,  and  render  you  in- 
sensible to  your  own  interests,  nor  dis- 
grace yourself  by  conduct  incompatible 
with  the  rank  of  life  to  which  you  be- 
long, and  unfit  for  the  lowest  boor  on 
your  estate.  I  come  here  to  plead  the 
cause  of  your  brother  Walter,  my  hus- 
band, who  has  long  served  you  truly, 
and  whom  you  have  now,  without  cause, 
dismissed  from  the  office  he  has  so  long 
filled,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  he 
has,  by  too  strict  a  compliance  with  your 
directions  and  orders,  rendered  himself 
hateful  to  your  tenants,  and  an  object  of 
scorn  and  contempt  to  every  person  ac- 
quainted with  his  submission  to  your 

tyrannical 
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tfrannical  mandates ;  yet,  in  defiance  of 
the  sacrifices  he  has  made  to  suit  your 
views  of  interest  and  rapacioushess,  you 
have  unjustly  expelled  him  fcom  your 
service,  and  left  him  naked  to  the  mercy 
of  that  world,  to  whom,  by  his  attention 
to  your  gain,  he  has  become  execrable 
and  detested ;  I  entreat  you  therefore  to 
reinstate  him  quickly  as  steward,  and  rely 
as  formerly  on  his  exertions  to  secure  your 
interests,  and  make  the  best  use  of  that 
office," 

To  this  speech,  Mr.  Wharton,  restrain- 
ing the  fiiry  to  which  it  had  given  rise, 
replied—"  I  have  dismissed  the  man  you 
call  your  husband,  nor  do  I  again  mean 
to  employ  him  in  my  service ;  you  now 
know  my  fixed  and  immutable  resolu* 
tion,  and  the  sooner  you  quit  this  house 
the  better ;  you  have  already  trespassed 
long  on  my  patience  and  forbearance 
beware  of  doing  so  much  longer — -it  may 
be  dangerous.    Segone !'' 

F  2  "You 
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"  You  refuse  then  to  comply  with  my 
just  request  and  solicitation  ?" 

**  I  do.'' 

"  You  refuse  to  restore  your  brother 
Walter  to  his  late  situation  ?" 

"  I  do.  Once  more,  quit  my  pre- 
sence !" 

"  A  word  more,  Nicholas  Wharton^ 
and  I  shall  obey  you.  Since  you  re-: 
fuse  to  comply  with  the  request!  have 
just  made,  are  you  prepared  to  meet  the 
consequences  of  your  denial,  and  listen* 
to  the  public  announcement  of  a  secret 
of  which  yowr  injured  brother  is  in  pos-- 
session  ?" 

These  words  had  a  very  visible  effect 
upon  the  party  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
dressed. His  whde  frame  and  oounte« 
nance  exhibited  marks  of  the  most  vio- 
lent agitation,  and  it  at  first  appeared 
doubtful  whether  or  not  this  manceuvre 
of  Gillian  would  be  crowned  with  sue* 
cess.     Her  hopes  of  its  efficacy  were^ 

howevw^ 
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however,  destroyed  almost  as  qieedily 
as  they  were  raised ;  the  natural  fierce- 
ness and  obduracy  of  spirit  which  fbnn- 
ed  the  leading  characteristic  of  Mr. 
Whartcm's  temper,  after  a  short  but 
terrible  struggle  with  his  fears  of  the 
consequences  to  which  the  words  of  his 
brothei^s  wife  alluded,  came  off  com- 
pletely triumphant*— his  rage  and  pas- 
si<niy  which  he  had  with  difficulty  re- 
strained during  the  short  ^oe  of  time 
occupied  by  this  interview,  burst  now 
completely  fotth^  and  blazed  implacably 
and  irresistibly  in  the  contortions  of  bk 
bee  and  limbs;  he  actually  trembled 
with  rage,  and  it  was  not  till  he  had 
several  times  essayed,  that  his  quivering 
lips  gaeukted,  slmost  with  acreediing 
violence  of  voice—*'  Spider  of  hdl,  be* 
goner 

Giffian  delayed  no  l<kager  to  take  his 
adviee;  indeed,  further  dday  would 
have  bem  attended  with  considerable 

F  8  danger^ 
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danger,  for^  laying  his  hanil  upon  h& 
sword,  to  enforce  his  command,  he  rush- 
ed towards  her,  with  the  mostfhmtic 
gesticulation  and  fiiry;  and  there  is 
little  doubt,  if  she  had  not  immediately 
quitted  the  apartment,  that  she  Would 
have  received  some  mark  of  violence  at  his 
hands,  and  have  rued,  for  the  remainder 
of.  her  days,  the  tesult  of  her  visit  and 
hardihood ;  as  it  was,  she  madi^  the  best 
of  her  way  out  of  the  house,  in  (kmsider- 
able  discomfiture  at  the  result  of  hex  en- 
terprise, and  internally  execrating  the 
obstinacy  and  stubbornness  of  her  hus^ 
band  and  his  brother-^the  first,  in  re« 
Tui&ing  to  impart  to  hier  custody  the 
secret  to  whicfa  be,  had  alluded,  and  the 
latter,  in  not  readmitting  his  brother  to 
the  office  of  stewardship,  firom  which,  in 
a  fit  of  rage,  he  had  dismissed  him. 

She  was  not  long  in  risacbilng  the 
house  of  her  hudband,  by  whom  she  was 
received  with  a  grin,  which  denoted 

that 
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that  he  was  well  assured  of  the  ill  suc- 
cess of  her  journey,  and  of  the  tnith  of 
what  he  had  predicted  of  the  obstinacy 
of  his  brother. 

«  Well,  Gillian,"  said  he,  with  an 
ironical  sneer,  *'  have  you  been  success- 
ful in  your  attempt  on  the  resolutions 
of  Mr.  Wharton  r 

"  No,"  replied  she ;  **  I  now  wish  I 
had  taken  your  advice — ^it  was  with 
difficulty  I  avoided  the  effects  of  his 
fury ;  and  I  left  the  house  just  in  time 
to  escape  the  blade  of  his  sword,  which 
he  flourished  within  a  foot  of  my  body." 

"  Well,  I  hope,  for  once,  you  will 
give  me  the  credit  of  knowing  his  tem- 
per better  than  you  do;  if  you  had 
taken  my  advice,  you  might  have  es* 
caped  this  last  insult.  I  knew  your 
visit  would  be  fruitless." 

"  I  own  you  was  in  the  right.  But 
what  is  to  be  done  ? — ^in  what  manner 
are  we  in  future  to  be  supported  ?" 

f4  "That 
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<<  That  is  a  perplexing  question,  and 
one  that  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  answer." 

*^  This  is  no  time  for  delay,  and  I 
fear  your  brother's  animosity  is  not  yet 
satisfied." 

"  I  am  sure  it  is  not.  We  must 
think  of  moving  from  this  neighbour- 
hood as  soon  as  possible.  Whilst  we 
remain  here,  we  are  in  danger :  we  must 
depart  incontinently." 

"  But  where  are  we  to  go  ?" 

'^  That  is  a  matter  of  secondary  con- 
sideration. Whilst  we  are  lingering  here, 
the  villainous  Nicholas,  whose  fury  never 
slumbers  nor  delays,  is  planning  means 
for  our  destruction.  I  tell  you,  Gillian, 
you  know  but  little  of  that  man.  As 
sure  as  you  are  a  living  woman,  if  we 
depart  not  before  to-morrow's  dawn,  our 
lives  will  not  be  w(»rth  the  weight  of  a 
rush,  and  it  will  be  out  of  our  power  to 
provide  for  our  safety." 

•*  I  believe  your  words;  the  adven- 
tures of  to*day  have  opened  my*  eyes  to 

.  much 
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»acb  knowledge.  But  in  what  man- 
ner are  we  to  provide  £)r  tiie  expences 
rfour  jouney?'*  . 

^*  Leave  tkat  to  me.  Though^  like  a 
dave  and  fool,  I  have  kng  uselessly,  for 
my  own  intaiests,  sorved  honestly  this 
doseJunded  curmudgeoq,  I  mean  not 
erapty*faanded  to  depart  kis  service; 
thanks  to  my  fore^^t,  I  have  i»t>v]ded 
myself  with  these  fnaidly  instruments 
(here  lie  diew  forth  a  bunol^  of  keys), 
which  sh^  secure  u»  vmjie  means  of 
effecting,  a  safe  setveal;  and  enable  us  to 
despise  his  anger  and  threats.'* 

^  What  keys  ace  those?  andhow^are 
Aey  to  give  ua  the  assistonce  you  pro- 
joseP 

^  These  keym  wWi  ^affoid^me  safo  and 
sileiie  ^entianoe  into  the. house  of  that 
detested  miscreant  ::^  thither,,  as^  soon  as 
it  is  dack,,.  £  mean  to  bend  my  steps. 
He  liltie  l^hks  1  am  in  possesion  of 
sudh  fwwa'Oil  auxiSKarieSi^  This^  mom* 
mgf  wiuDr  by  his  oider».  I  was,,  by  his 

F  5^  .menials^ 
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menials  aiid  base  serving  lafcquejrs,  tlinist 
from  the  hall  of  mf  fathers,  the  fellow- 
keys  to  these  were,  by  his  Wfxasxmd, 

'  wrendied  from  my  grasp,  the  foola  Httle 

-suspecting  I  was  provided  wkh  theiF  du- 
plicates ;  but  they  shall  &id^  thi^t  though 
tliey  conquered  me   by  strength  and 

*  numbers,  I  will  take  ample  vengeanoe 
for  their  usage ;  and  Nicholas^  when  it 
is  too  late,  shall  rue  the  treatment  I  have 
this  day  undergone  at  his  httds*** 
"  Explain  what  you  intend  doing*"^ 
"Seest  thou  this  key  ?^ 
"Ido.'^ 

*'This  key  unlocks  the  doM  of  the 
treasury  apartment  g(  Wharton  House, 
in  which  are  kid  up  those  heaps  of 

'  wealth  of  which  its  rascally  owner  boasts 
himself  sole  lord>  but  whieh  I  quiekly 

'*  mean  to  share  with  him.  As  ioon  as  it 
shall  be^  sufficiently  dark  for  my  pur- 

'  pose^  I  shall  stealcautioiSBly  to  the  hoUse, 

-and  through  the  small  door  whi^  opens 
t6  thcr  wilderness,  of  which  this.  is.  the 

key 
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key  (here  he  hdd  up  another  key  of 
the  before^mentioned  bunch)>  I  will  ob» 
tain  an  entrance.  That  door  has  |K)t 
been  opened  smoe  his  late  return,  and  is 
flcareely  known  to  the  newly-arrived 
domestics.  When  I  have  once  entered 
the  house,  I  fear  but  little  interruption 
in  my  semch  and  progress,  and  I  will 
dqpart  not  till  I  have  amply  repaid  my- 
self with  my  own  hands,  for  the  trouble 
I  have  long  taken  of  this  niggard's  inte^ 
X^  and .  provided  ample  funds  for  pur 
future  support  and  subsistence.*" 

^  Your  plan  seems  good,"*  replied  his 
ivife,  whose  notiohs  of  honesty,  though 
they  would  have  restrained  her  from 
the  commission  of  actual  theft  or  depre- 
dation on  the  prc^rty  of  those  on  wh(Hn 
she  might  have  considered  herself  a3 
having  no  right  or  claim,  or  who  might 
not  have .  insulted  and  incensed  her,  by 
treatment  similar  to  that  which  she  and 
her  husband  had  that  morning  experi* 
^nced^  were  yet  too  loote  ta.be  aware,  that 

f6  the 
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the  plan  of  which  she  was  giving  her  ap* 
proval  was  extremely  incompatible  with 
strict  integrity,  (NT  correct  moral  conduct ; 
^  and  I  by  no  means  blame  your  inten* 
tion  oi  helping  yourself  plaitifiilly  to 
that  to  which,  by  your  long  services, 
you  are  justly  entitled.  And  hark  ye, 
Walter,  whilst  you  are  making  free  with 
the  riches  of  that  grinding  miser,  thutk 
ef  the  wants  of  my  aged  parents,  and 
spare  not  to  l»ing  off  soni^ii^  for  their 
aid,  for  I  foresee  they  will  not  long  be 
suffered,  after  our  departure,  to  keep 
possession  of  their  present  fiutn.'' 

^  Be  sure  they  ^all  not  be  forgotten. 
But  the  day  wears,  Gillian,  and  we  must 
waste  no  more  time  in  words..  Do  yon 
go  instantly^  and  on  soiae  pretence  or 
other,,  dismiss,  for  the  present,  our  fo- 
msHe  servant.  Give  her  a  holiday,,  ex 
what  not;  at  all  events,  get  rid  of  her 
presence— we  must  have  no  i^ies  on  our 
^epaituse.  I  wiE  hasten  to  the  staUe, 
md  S6n4  CKtks^  the  hind,,  to  Thiapston,. 

on 
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on  some  plausible  emukL  I  will  then 
saddle  and  get  ready  a  couple  of  horses* 
so  that,  directly  I  return  from  my  ex- 
pedition, we  may  be  prepared  to  fly, 
snd  I  hope,  ere  our  flight  is  discovered, 
we  shall  be  safe  beyond  the  pursuit 
whidi  doubtless  wiU  be  made  after  us. 
Go  quicldy  then,  and  do  as  I  direct 
you.*' 

•*  Never  fear  me,  Walter— every  thing 
diail,  in  the  spiace  of  an  hour,  be  ready 
for  our  flight" 

They  accordingly  separated  for  the 
present;  Walter  made  towards  the  out* 
faousea  with  which  hid  place  of  residence 
was  flanked,  and  psetaiding  that  he 
i^uited  spmetfahig  Aom  Tbrapston^  dis» 
patched  the  simple  and  unsuspecting 
Gilks  on  a  journey  to<  that  plaee,^  telMng. 
him  to  wait  these,  at  a  oertam  house  c^ 
public  retort,^  till  he,  Walter,  should 
join  him,,  as  he  intended  that  evening  ta 
go  some  distanoe  fima  heme  oa  busi*^ 

ness 
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nothiBg  more  tiim  a  thick  plantation 
of  irregularly-planted  dwarf-trees  and 
shrubs,  intersected  by  a  number  of  wind« 
ing  walks,  and  which,  from  having  been 
long  unattended  to,  and  suffered  to  grow 
and  increase  at  tiieir  own  will  and  plea* 
sure,  had  become  so  entangled  and  wove 
together,  that  It  was  not  without  great 
d^culty  a  passage  could  be  gained  and 
forced  through  the  thick  matting  of 
their  branches  and  long  suckers.  This 
pkoitation  approadied  dose  to  the  side 
of  the  house  in  which  the  door,  of  whidi 
he  was  in  seardb,  was  situate,,  and  which,^ 
though  not  blocked  up,  had  been  kept 
always  locked^  and  disused  for  upwards, 
of  thirty  years* 


To  l^is  door  WdUsPr  wttil^  silent  and: 
cautious  footstep,  woimd  his  stealthy 
way,  stopping  every  other  moment  to 
listen  if  his  approach  waa  pereeived  by 
any  of  the  domestics  or  femily  of  Nicho« 
Has.. 

Although 
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Although  his  nerves  were  naturally 
strong,  and  he  possessed  a  considerable 
portion  of  animal  courage,  he  frequently 
felt  certain  sensations  of  alann^  as  he 
moved  onwards  towards  the  intended 
scene  of  his  depredations,  and  remunera- 
tion for  the  injuries  which  he  had  re» 
oeived. 

Before  he  had  reached  ihe  middle  of 
the  park,  the  moon  was  completely  risen, 
md  presented  to  his  full  unbroken  view 
the  venerable  seat  of  his  ancestors,  which 
he  was  dishonestiy  and  unjustifiably 
pr^>aring  to  enter  and  rifle  by  surrepti* 
tious  means. 

Wharton  House  was  a  building  of 
very  irregular  outline,  and  combining 
several  very  different  and  discordant 
styles  of  architectural  contrivance.  It 
was  very  spacious,  and  contained  within 
its  walls  several  courtyards,  round  which 
the  edifice  itself  was  built^  and  by  rea* 

son 
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son  of  which  it  covered  a  much  greater 
extent  of  ground  than  it  would  have 
otherwise  done.  Its  front  was  long  and 
lofty,  the  windows  being  placed  at  a 
very  great  height  from  the  ground,  and 
strongly  barricadoed  and  defended  by 
massy  bars  of  iron.  Around  the  sum- 
mit ran  a  parapet,  indented  with  battle-^ 
ments,  which  gave  the  house  a  castellat- 
ed and  martial  appearance ;  this  appear- 
ance was  further  increased,  by  its  being 
flanked  with  two  lofty  circular  towers,  or 
turrets,  the  sides  of  which  were  strength- 
ened with  huge  buttresses,  and  which 
being  entirely  destitute  of  windows,  and 
the  sameness  of  their  surface  relieved 
by  nothing  but  long  narrow  loopholes, 
increased  the  gloom  which  the  other 
parts  of  the  building  seldom  failed  of 
inspiring  into  the  minds  of  those  by 
whom  they  were  beheld. 

m 

This  mansion  of  sullen  and  repulsive 
outline  had  been  built  originally  in  the 

reign 
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reign  of  Richard  Ihe  Second,  and  com* 
bined  in  its  construction  the  security  of 
the  fortress  and  the  conveniencies  of 
the  dwelling-house.  The  outward  parts 
of  it,  which  looked  into  the  park,  par- 
took much  of  the  baronial  castle  of  the 
early  English  nobility,  whilst  the  parts 
which  looked  intq  the  courtyards,  of 
which  mention  has  been  made,  were^ 
built  much  in  the  way  in  which  hous^ 
of  the  seventeenth  century  were  built, 
and  were  used  by  the  family  and  in- 
mates as  the  places  of  their  respective 
abode  and  residence. 

In  the  bloody  conflicts  with  which 
the  opposing  claims  of  the  Yorkists  and 
Lancastrians  long  harassed  the  coun- 
try, Wharton  House  had,  on  several 
occasions,  been  the  scene  of  their  ani- 
mosities and  violence,  and  had  been  se- 
veral times  besieged,  taken,  and  retaken 
by  the  rival  factions  of  the  state.  At 
the  period,  however,  at  which  Walter 

was 
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was  hastening  to   obtain  part  of  the 
wealth  contained  within  its  walls^  it  had 
lost  much  of  the  warlike  character  hy 
which,  in  earlier  days,  it  had  been  dis- 
tinguished, and  many  buildings,  win- 
dows, and  outhouses,  had  been  patched 
and  added  to  the  original  edifice,  which, 
whilst  they  no  doubt  increased  its  inter- 
^  nal  coinforl;,  greatly  diminished  the  pri- 
mitive dignity  of  its  appearance,  and 
rendered  it  a  heterogeneous  mass,  or 
cluster  of  stone  and  brid^  irreconcilable 
fo  the  eye  of  tast^,  or  to  any  distinct 
division  of  architectural  classification. 

Upon  this  huge  mass  the  moonbeams 
glinted  in  imbrok^i  force,  for  there  were 
no  trees  of  any  very  great  size  in  its  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  and,  by  the 
light  which  they  afforded,  increased, 
rather  than  dissipated^  the  wild  and 
rugge4  harshness  of  its  walls. 

Walter,  whose  sensations  were  veiy 

little 
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little  superior  to  those  of  the  numerous 
herds  of  fallow-deer,  which,  in  his  tran- 
sit through  the  parks  he  frequently  dis- 
turbed from  their  nocturnal  lairs,  paused 
not  to  gaze  on  that  which  he  had  be*- 
held  a  thousand  times  before,  under  cir- 
cumstances much  better  adapted  (if  he 
had  been  so  inclined,  which,  by-the-bye, 
had  never  been  the  case)  for  contempla- 
tion ;  with  successful  steps  he  reached 
the  door  on  the  side  next  the  wilder- 
ness, though  not  before  he  had,  with 
mfinite  labour,  fought  his  way,  inch 
by  inch,  through  tliat  intricate  and  al- 
most-impassable labyrinth  of  thorns  and 
briars,  and  received  on  his  face  and  clothes 
obvious  tokens  of  the  resistance  which 
had  been  opposed  to  his  attempts. 

As  soon  as  he  gained  the  wished-for 
door,  he  set  himself  to  work,  in  remov- 
ing the  obstacles  which  would  prevent 
it,  when  unlocked,  from  opening ;  these' 
obstacles  consisted  in  the  immense  quan- 
tities 
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titles  of  suckers,  thistles,  and  weeds,  and 
rubbish  of  all  sorts,  which  had  aocumu* 
lated  in  the  space  of  thirty  years,  and 
which  almost  entirely  concealed  and 
blocked  it  up. 

» 

To  a  man  of  the  bodily  strength  of 
which  he  was  in  possession,  and  who 
was  in  earnest  in  the  guilty  task  in 
which  he  was  employing  all  the  energies 
with  which  he  was  endowed,  all  ob- 
stacles seemed  light  and  trifling ;  and  in 
the  course  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he 
completely  cleared  away  the  whole  of 
the  rubbish  and  weeds,  and  applying 
t;he  key  with  which  he  was  provided  to 
t^e  rusty  and  long-disused  lock,  after 
several  futile  attempts,  succeeded  in 
gaining  an  easy  entrance  into  the  house 
of  his  brother. 

No  sooner  did  Walter  find  himself 
within  the  threshold  of  this  long-for- 
gotten door,  th^  he  carefully  closed  it 
r  after 
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after  him^  lest  the  wind,  which  was  be- 
ginning to  rise,  and  whistle  round  the 
venerable  mansion,  should  occasion  it  to 
flap  backwards  and  forwards  during  his 
unexpected  visit,  and  alarm  the  in- 
mates. 

.  During  the  long  space  of  time  which 
had  elapsed  whilst  he  managed  and  con- 
trolled the  estate  and  tenantry,  and  dur- 
ing the  much  greater  portion  of  which 
the  mansion  had  been  shut  up,  he  had 
Ample  time  to  wander,  unobservedly, 
and  without  interruption,  through  the 
apartments  and  galleries  with  which  it 
abounded.  In  the  course  of  the  occa- 
sional visits  which  he  had  at  diJSerent 
periods  paid  to  it,  in  order  to  admiit 
fresh  air  at  its  windows,  and  guard 
against  the  inroads  of  damps  and  the 
dry  rot,  he  had  discovered  many  pas- 
sages and  many  narrow  corridors,  with 
the  existence  of  which  no  other  person 
than  himself  was  acquainted,  and  into 
one  of  which  the  door  through  which 

he 
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he  had  but  just  entered  led^  and  formed 
a  communication. 

As  he  had  provided  himself  with  a 
lanthom,  his  first  business  was  to  stop 
and  light  it,  for  the  passage  itself  was  so 
dark,  that  it  was  impossible,  without 
the  assistance  of  a  light,  to  see  a  single 
inch  beyond  your  face ;  and  though  it 
was  too  narrow  and  low  to  suffer  the 
visitor  to  lose  his  way,  its  bottom  was 
at  the  same  time  so  broken  and  unequal, 
and  so  slippery  with  the  slime  of  the 
noxious  reptiles  whose  haunt  and  re- 
fuge it  had  been  for  many  days,  and 
the  damps  which  long  exclusion  of  the 
free  air  had  generated,  that  v^thout 
such  useful  precaution,  it  would  have 
been  next  to  impossible  for  him  to  have 
proceeded  in  safety.   . 

As  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
topography  of  the  premises,  and  had 
visited  this  passage  before,  and  pene- 
trated, on  former  occasions^  as  &r  as  the 

vcty 
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very  door  itself,  through  which  he  had 
just  intruded^  though  he  had  never  at- 
tempted befOTe  to  force  it  open,  having 
contented  himself  with  ascertaining 
which  was  its  proper  key,  he  was  under 
no  apprehension  of  his  arrival  being  dis- 
covered, provided  he  used  tolerable  pre- 
caution and  silence  during  the  eontinu* 
ance  of  his  visit. 

He  was  also  perfectly  aware,  that 
that  part  of  the  premises  into  which  he 
had  gained  admittance  was  unoccupied 
by  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  house, 
and  that  the  chamber  in  which  the 
riches  of  his  brother,  and  the  family 
plate,  and.  other  eosdy  and  splendid 
things,  which  had  been  handed  down 
from  one  generation^  to  another,  were 
deposited,  was  situate  at  a  very  remote 
distance  from  the  apartitiients  devoted 
to  domestic  purposes,  and  the  habitable 
parts  of  the  building ;  consequently  he 
dismissed  all  fears  of  detectiiHi,  till  long 

VOL.  I.  G  after 
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after  bu  departure,  and  resolved  band- 
M>mely  to  remunerate  himself  for  the 
trouble  and  difEculty  be  bad  experi- 
enced in  forcing  his  way  tlnrough  the 
wildeiness. 

With  these  intentions  and  these 
tbpughts  in  his  bead  he  moved  forwards, 
as  quickly  as  the  uneven  surface  of  the 
flooring  over  which  he  passed  would 
allow  liim,  and  after  some  little  trouble, 
from  the  treacherous  nature  of  this  slip- 
pery path  and  its  hissing  inhabitants, 
found  himself  at  the  bottom  of  an  ex- 
tremely-narrow and  almostperpendicu* 
lar  spiral  staircase,  which  wound,  through 
innumerable  dust  and  cobwebs,  to  the 
apartments  of  the  upper  stories. 

Walter  was  not  many  minutes  in 
gaining  the  top  or  landing«place  of  this 
staircase,  the  steps  of  which  being  com- 
posed of  solid  stooe  and  masonry,  were 
but  Uttle  the  wor^e  for  time  and  neglects 

and 
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and  he  immediately  proceeded,  with  the 
neceflsaiy  caution,  along  another  narrow 
passage,  into  which  it  led,  and  which 
was  formed  in  the  hollow  of  the  wall  of 
the  house,  the  amazing  thickness  of  which 
easily  admitted  of  so  narrow  and  unsus- 
pected a  gallery. 

At  the  termination  of  this  gallery  was 

a  very  small  door,  the  entrance  of  which 

was  exceedingly  straight  and  low,  and 

only  to  be  entered  or  passed  through  by 

submitting  the  body  to  the  tightest  and 

most  painful  contrition  and  squeezing ; 

this  door  opened  into  a  small  anticham- 

ber,  but  little. used,  and  was  concealed 

in  the  wall  of  the  said  antichamber, 

which  was  of  panelled  oak :  by  the  very 

artful  contrivance  of  the  person  by  whom 

H  was  planned,  it  opened  at  the  height 

of  nearly  six  feet  from  the  floor  of  the 

antichamber,  and  was  to  be  gained  by  the 

I^ecting  carving  of  the  wainscot,  which 

was  purposely  cmtrived  to  project  in 

gS  sucb 
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such  a  manner  as  to  facilitate  the  ascent 
of  those  to  whom  this  secret  entrance 
was  known.  The  antichamber  was  it- 
self hung  with  what  had  once  been  cost- 
ly arras,  but  which,  from  the  effects  of 
age  and  want  of  care  (this  part  of  the 
building  not  having  been  repaired  and 
refurnished  since  the  return  of  Nicholas 
Wharton),  hung  in  loose  and  tattered 
remnants  from  the  ceiling,  and  flapped 
backwards  and  forwards,  with  every 
passing  breeze  of  wind,  which  found  en- 
trance through  the  broken  window  by 
which  it  was  illuminated. 

Being  active  and  agile,  both  by  na- 
ture and  habit,  Walter  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  forcing  an  entrance  through 
this  narrow  aperture,  and  in  descending 
from  its  eminence  upon  the  bottom  of 
the  small  antiroom. 

He  had  now  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that,  the  most  difficult  p^rt .  of  bis 

enterprise 
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raferpiise  was  concluded,  and  that  he 
had  very  little  more  to  encounter  before 
he  should  clutch  his  booty,  and  set  po< 
verty  and  his  brother  at  complete  defi- 
ance. He  was  accordingly  preparing  to 
penetrate  still  further  through  the  suite 
of  apartments  into  which  this  room 
opened,  and  which  he  knew  terminated 
in  that  in  which  his  anticipated  prey 
was  deposited,  when  he  was  greatly 
alarmed  at  hearing  voices  and  footsteps 
in  the  very  direction  which  he  was  on 
the  point  of  pursuing. 

This  unexpected  and  unwelcome  dis^ 
covery  filled  him  with  dread,  and  fbr  a 
second  dr  two  he  knew  not  what  course 
to  take.  He  had,  however,  little  time 
for  hesitation,  and  his  first  impulse  was 
to  regain,  as  quickly  as  possible,  the 
secret  aperture  through  which  he  had 
but  an  instant  or  two  befoiie  emerged. 

It  was  well  for  him  that  nature  had 
^  6  S  gifted 
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gifted  him  with  activity  ai^  pfialnlitjr 
of  limbs  and  frame^  for  scarcely  bad  he 
forced  himself  through  the  narrow  en- 
trance of  the  hidden  gallery,  and  con* 
cealed  his  lanthom,  and  before  he  had 
completely  closed  the  sliding  door  which 
long  disuse  had  rendered  it  difficult  to 
move,  than  he  beheld,  through  one  of 
the  numerous  rents  with  which  the  ta* 
pestry  abounded,  two  persons  enter  the 
apartment  he  had  just  quitted,  carrying 
a  lanthom,  by  the  light  of  which  he 
could  see  sufficiently  their  persons  and 
faces  (for  they  stood  within  six  yards  of 
him),  to  ascertain  that  they  were  both 
perfect  strangers  to  him,  and  that  he 
had  never  seen  either  of  them  on  any 
former  occadon. 

Whilst  he  was  wondering,  who  and 
what  these  strangers  were,  and  what 
could  have  brought  them  at  that  time 
of  night  to  a  part  of  the  house  which  Ke 
knew  was  not  inhabited,  and  no  doubt 

conjedturing 
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conjecturing  in  his  guilty  brain,  that 
their  visit  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
treasure-chamber  was  not  a  whit  more 
honest  than  his  own,  and  that  it  was 
probable  they  had  in  some  degree  help- 
ed themselves  to  what  he  considered  as 
exclusively  his  own  property,  and  mar- 
velling cKceedingly  how  they  could  have 
obtained  the  keys  of  those  apartments, 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  render  up 
that  very  morning  to  his  brother,  and 
the  only  duplicates  and  counterparts  of 
which,  as  &r  as  his  knowledge  extend- 
ed, he  was  at  that  very  instant  holding 
in  his  hands,  a  solution  of  his  conjectures 
was  fumi^ed  by  the  strangers  them-* 
selves,  who,  little  aware  that  they  were 
overlooked  and  overheard,  spoke  as  foU 
lows>— 

"  He  tarries  long  I** 
*'  Ay^  but  his  stores  are  large,  and 
require  time  to  be  correctly  told." 
**  That's  true  enough.    But  think  you 

o  4  that 
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that  the  knave,  whom  he  this  morhiirg 
turned  off,  as  he  told  us,  has  not  decrease 
ed  them  V 

"  I  will  not  swear  for  him.  Many, 
man!  neither  will  I  blame  him;  'tis 
hard  to  depart  empty4ianded  from  the 
land  of  plenty •*' 

"  Why,  as  to  that,  we  think  alike; 
but  our  business  is  to  attend  to  the  inte- 
rests, and  carry  the  wishes  of  his  brother 
into  execution.  It  was  to  do  that  we 
were  sent  for  here." 

^'  That's  quite  another  thing.  Though 
I  blame  not  the  man  for  making  free 
with  that  of  which  he  has  so  long  had 
the  care  and  trouble,  I  shldl,  if  Mr. 
Wharton  so  pleases,  be  just  as  leady  to 
remove  him,  and  stop  his  mDuth,  as  if 
he  had  remained  perfectly  honest  and 
true  to  his  trust,  instead  of  honest  and 
true  to  himself." 

"  Hush!  Here  comes  Mr.  Whar- 
ton." 

"  Silence!" 

A  moment 
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A  moment  after  Mr.  Nicholas  Whar- 
ton himself  entered  the  apartment,  car- 
rying in  one  hand  a  lighted  taper,  and 
in  the  other  the  keys  of  this  suite  of 
apartments.  He  had  just  returned  from 
visiting  his  treasury,  which  he  had  deem- 
ed it  prudent  to  do  very  shortly  after 
the  retreat  of  Gillian,  in  oider  to  dis- 
cover whether  or  not  his  brother  Walter 
hud  embezzled  or  stolen  any  part  of  the 
riches  which  he  had  Iktely  deposited 
(here.  He  had  taken  the  two  strangers 
with  him  on  this  occasion,  but  had  not 
admitted  them  into  the  sanctum  sanC" 
torum  of  his  wealth,  being  perhaps  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  their  prin* 
ciples  and  notions  of  meum  and  tuum, 
or  perhaps-  too  well  acquainted-  there- 
with, to  make  them  acquainted  with  its* 
extent  and  exact  place  of  concealment. 

He  appeared  in  high  spirits  at  tiie  re*^ 
salts  of  his  scrutiny,  and  having,  care-^ 

o5  fully 
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tnHy  lodced  tbe  door  of  tiie  room  by 
which  he  had  entered^  he  placed  the 
candle  on  the  floor,  and  seating  himself 
on  an  dd  cntzy4o(JdDg  kind  of  settee^ 
which  stood  in  the  recess  of  the  narrow 
window^  and  was  the  only  piece  of  furni- 
ture in  the  room,  thus  addressed  tbe  twa 
strangers  r>~ 

•^  I  had  always  doubted,  till  to-night^ 
whether  tbe  fellow  I  this  morning  disr 
miissed  from  my  service  was  most  knave 
or  most  foe{ ;  but  though  knave  enough 
to  boast  and  bluster  of  his  honesty  to^  * 
my  face^  I  find  he  has»  contrary  to  my 
expeetatkms^  departed  without  ransack- 
ifk^  my  goW  and  silver,  of  which,  by 
some  imwlv^iency  om  my  part;  I,  tiU  the 
very  nK>ment  of  his  dismissal,,  had  en- 
tns^ted  him  with  the  key.  Thanks  to 
his  brainless  costard,  his  folly  has  been 
greater  than  mine  cmikt  h^  has  depart- 
ed empty^hand^." 

-You 
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^  You  surely  joke^  sir,*  excbimecl 
both  his  auditors^  witli  un&igned  smv 
prise. 

"  Not  I,  by  my  credit !  I  rarely  joke  r 
but  I  excuse  your  thinking  me  not  in 
earnest  I  bad  some  difficulty  in  be^ 
lieving  he  would  have  acted  in  the  mank 
ner  he  has.'* 

The  tiro  strangers^  rekxififf  their 
countenances  from  the  look  of  am^ze* 
ment  with  which  his  informMion  ap-* 
peared  to  bare  struck  them^  iminetii- 
ately  affiraied*  tbat  had  such  a  thing 
been  told  them  by  any  person  hurt;  Mm*^ 
self,  they  would  not  have  given  it  a  mo-' 
menfs  o^eiice* 

A  short  ttietice  fiillowed  this  hst  ob- 
servation^  SfC  the  condusiOtt  of  whieh,. 
one  of  the  strang^s,.  addrtstfifig  Mr. 
Wharton, .  said — ^-'  Since  then  your  late 
sCewaid  kM>  not  deetrnped  <  with  that  ■: 
whidi  yott  suiq[ieeted  he  had  tidseft^  !• 

6  6-  suppose^ 
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suppose  oiir  servk^  will  not  at  present 
be  required,  and  that  he  is  no  longer 
an  object  of  vengeance,  or  worthy  of 
your  attention.'' 

**  You  are  mistaken,  friend,"  replied 
Mr.  Wharton*  "  My  visit  to  the  trea- 
sure-room is  in  no  mannar  connected 
with  the  business  upon  which  I  wanted 
to  see  you.  It  is  true,  my  late  steward 
has  not  plundered  my  coffers,  but  he 
has  carried  his  audacity  and  presump- 
tion to  a  pitch  infinitely  beyond  the 
commission  of  mere  theft—- to  a  pitch  de- 
serving  of  mare  exemplary  punishment 
than  tbat  which  the  weakness  of  our 
loose-laced  laws  inflietS;  on  such  offend- 
ers ;  and  it  is  on  your  assistance  I  de- 
pend for  doing  myself  summary  and  full 
justice  on  his  bead,  and  vindicating  my 
spotless  character  from  his.  most  slander- 
ous  imputations."  . 
Explain,  sir." 

Gentlem^,  you  have  known  me: 
lon^  and  idptie;jne  frequent  service  at- 

my 
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my  need.  I  believe  I  need  not  add, 
you  have  not  found  me  backward  in 
shewing  my  gratitude  ?** 

"  Never,  Mr.  Wharton,^ 

^  Are  you  content  once  more  to  do 
me  friendly  obligation  ?" 

*<  We  are ;  explain  in  what  manner 
we  can  be  serviceable  to  your  interests, 
and  you  may  command  our  hands  and 
swords." 

**  Attend  then  to  what  I  am  about  to 
sfiy,  and  I  will  shew  in  what  manner 
you  can  now  befriend  oae,  and  make 
me  yours  for  ever." 

•*  Proceed,  sin*' 

Mr.  Wharton,  lowering  his  voice, 
spoke  as  follows : — ^^  The  caitiff,  Walter 
Wharton,  whom  I  this  morning  dis- 
missed  my  service  and  employment, 
pretends  to  be  in  possession  of  certain 
secrets, .  dang^ous  to  itiy  safety,  and 
nearly  affecting  my  honour,  th$  villain* 
ous  &bri«ations  df  his  own  fertile  and 
mischievous  brain*    It  <bQl)oves  me  to 

be 
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be  on  my  guard  against  fcis  machina* 
f ions ;  but  a  short  time  before  your  ar* 
rival,  he  sent  his  wife,  whose  insolence 
defied  me  to  my  teeth,  and  threatened' 
me  with  public  exposure  and  shame,  if 
I  refused  to  take  back  her  husband,^  an^ 
forthwith  readmit  him  to  my  confidence. 
Her  conduct  has  ri vetted  the  resolution  I 
Bad  before  taken,  of  stopping  his  mouth, 
and  preventing  the  foul  falsehoods  which 
he  has  threatened  to  put  forth^  from 
reaching  the  ears  of  persons  in  whose 
estimation  P  might  thweby  suffet.     I 
sent  straightway  for  you,  to  counsel  me  • 
what  course  should  be  pursued.     We  • 
have  ho  time  to  lose,  gentlemen.    The  ^ 
knave  akeady  suspects  that  I  m^an  to 
punish  his  insc^nca    Scarcely  had  his  ^ 
wife  kftf  my^  presence,  when,  through 
the  window  of  my  private  chamber^  I 
beheld  bis^  servifig-man,  #eU  •  mounted, . 
qnit  bis  bous6,  .winch  slands  at  the  end 
of  the  park,  md  take  the  road  ti>  Thrap-^ 
atoa .   Suspectihg  some  plot  agaimt  my 

safety/ 
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safety  and  peace  was  in  agitation,  I  dis^ 
patched  a  trusty  messenger  after  the  fel- 
low, to  leanv  his  business,  and  whither 
he  was  going.  From  the  mouth  of  the 
fool  himself  we  have  ascertained  that  he 
was  on  his  way  to  Thntpston,  to  wait 
there,  at  the  sign  of  <  the  Flask,  till  he 
should  be  joined,  this  very  night,  by  his^ 
rascally  master,  who,  he  told  my  messen-^ 
ger,  was  to  go  from  thence  on  business 
of  importance,  to  some  remote  part  of 
the  country. 

'*  I  had  hardly  received  thi^  news 
when  you  arrived ;  and  thus  far  fitte  has 
proved  propitious  to  my  plan9.  Have 
you  a  sufficient  number  of  associates  to- 
vender  the  success  of  a  d6iq)erBte:€^ter*- 
prise  certain  in  its  execution  ?^ 

**  We  have  brought  with  us  lour  men:^ 
eS knownv and  approved valcHiF^nd  bear« 

••  Good  1'    Where  left  yott  them  ?^ 
^  At  the  Tabard,  at  Thragston^  wh«re 

they 
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they  await  oiir  further  order  and  direc* 
tions.*' 

"  That's  doubly  good-  Whilst  For- 
tune favours,  let's  make  use  of  her.- 
Now  hear  what  I  propose,  and  mark  me 
diligendyJ* 

'*  Doubt  not  our  watchful  minding  of 
your  words.    Proceed,  sir." 

**  From  this  house  I  will  myself  give 
you  egress ;  as  soon  as  that  is  done,  get 
ye  to  Thrapston  as  quickly  as  ye  may,. 
muster  your  fellows,  and  so  beset  the 
Flask,  that  no  one  be  able  to  leave  it 
without  your  cognizance;  As  soon  as* 
you  perceive  my  lat^  villainous  steward,, 
dodge  closelby  on  his  heels,  and  when  ye 
jut^e  yourselves  in  a  befitting  spot,  con* 
trive  some^  way  to  stop  his  future  prat- 
ing, and  free  me  from  his  threats.!' 

"  You  may  depend  on  our  exertions.. 
What  sort  of  man  is  he  ?" 

^'  In  person,  as  tall  as  myself;  but  I. 
fear  not  your  nustaking.  another  for  him 

—the 
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•-4lie  Fla^k  is  rarely  visited  by  any  but 
the  boorish  peasantry ;  and  from  men  of 
your  experience  I  dread  no  failure  in 
such  contrivances  as  this." 

^  Fear  not»  Mr.  Wharton,  before  the 
morrow's  daybteak  your  enemy  shall  be 
removed,  and  your  security  made  firm 
as  you  yourself  can  wish  it  But  it 
grows  late,  sir;  the  soonoc  we  are  on 
the  rood  the  better,** 

*•  Follow  me  then." 

With  these  words  Mr.  Wharton  and 
the  two  strangers  quitted  the  apartment, 
and  carefully  locking  the  door  after  them, 
departed  to  carry  into  execution  the 
subject-matter  of  their  sanguinary  ccm* 
ferenoe. 

Walter  listened  for  some  minutes  after 
the  locking  of  the  door  of  the  anticham- 
ber,  nor  ventured  again  to  descend  from 
the  place  of  his  conoealmait,  till  he  had 
ascertained,  by  the  sound  of  their  re* 

treating 
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treating  footsteps,  that  they  had  no  in^ 
tendons  of  again  entering  the  apart- 
ment ;  he  then  emerged  once  more  from 
the  secret  passage,  and  leaping  nimbly 
on  the  floor,  shook  his  clenched  fist  at 
the  doorway  through  which  they  had 
departed,  in  revengeful  gesture  at  the 
bloody  plot  which  had  been  hatched 
under  his  very  eyes  for  his  destruction* 
It  was,  however,  no  time  for  gesticula- 
tion and  mummery,  and  he  prepared, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  provide  himself 
with  the  riches  which  he  ventured  sq 
far  to  gain. 

Before  he  left  the  atitiroom,  he  toc^ 
the  precaution  of  ascertaining  if  the  door 
was  securely  locked,  and  of  leaving  the 
key  with  which  he  was  furnished  in  the 
lock  till  bis  return ;  he  knew,  frpm  ex- 
perience,  that  this  would  effectually  pre^ 
vent  the  door  from  being  unlocked  on 
the  outside,  and,  in  the  event  of  alarm, 
leave  him  sufficient  time  to  make  his 

retreat 
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retreat  before  he  should  be  disoovered. 
He  then  gained  admission,  by  the  means 
of  his  duplicate  keys,  to  the  treasui^ 
diamber  itseU. 

The  treasure-chamber  of  Whartcm 
House  was  a  room  set  apart,  as  was 
generally  the  fashion  of  the  days  in 
which  these  incidents  took  place,  for 
the  reception  of  what  might  be  desig* 
nated  the  regalia  of  the  Wharton  fami- 
ly, the  massive  coin  in  which  the  te- 
nants of  those  days  paid  their  rents,  and 
the  fionily  jisAey  and  other  articles  of  cost 
and  value,  which  demanded  a  place  of 
security  for  their  concealment 

The  room  itself  was  small,  the  en- 
trance being  defended  by  a  door,  so 
thiddy  studded  with  nails  and  plates 
of  iron,  that  it  was  apparently  capable 
<^  resisting  successfully  any  degree  of 
violence  and  strength  that  might  be  ap* 
pUed  to  obtain  forcible  entrance  and  ad- 
mission* 
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mission.  Various  shelves,  or  rather  bins, 
contained  the  gorgeous  articles  with 
which  the  place  abounded^  and  from 
these  Walter,  with  criminal  celerity,  se- 
lected such  portable  articles  and  specie 
as  he  judged  most  fit  for  his  purpose, 
and  most  easy,  of  conveyance  and  abduc- 
tion. 

With  these  he  filled  a  bag,  compara> 
tively  large  for  such  a  purpose,  and  with 
all  the  speed  and  dexterity  which  he 
had  in  his  power,  and  which  the  occa- 
sion imperiously  demanded,  regained 
the  wilderness,  and  reached,  in  security, 
and  without  suspicion,  his  own  house, 
where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  his 
expectant  wife. 

Throwing  his  booty  on  the  floor — 
**  Gillian,"  said  he,  **  we  have  no  time 
to  lose — ^that  vulture,  Nicholas,  has  al- 
ready sent  forth  his  myrmidons.  I  have 
overheard  their  plan  for  my  destruction, 

but 
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but  shall  outwit  the  knaves.  Are  the 
horses  and  all  things  ready  ?** 

"  They  are," 

"  Then  let's  be  sudden.  We  have  no 
time  to  lose.    Follow  me." 

"  Lead  on — I  am  fully  prepared." 

Saying  this,  they  quickly  bent  their 
steps  to  the  stable,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
ments were  securely  seated  in  their  sad- 
dles, accompanied  with  their  late1y-ac« 
quired  wealth,  and  congratulating  them- 
selves on  their  dexterity  and  success. 

On  the  road  Walter  made  his  wife 
fully  acquainted  with  the  detail  of  the 
adventurea  and  conversation  between 
his  brother  and  the  strangers,  to  which 
he  had  that  night  been  witness. 

Gillian  took  care,  that  before  they 
bid  entirely  adieu  to  the  scenes  of  their 
old  neighbourhood,  they  should  call  at 
the  farm  of  their  ancient  parents.    These 

old 
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old  people  were  much  alanned  at  the 
tidings  of  which  they  were  the  bearers. 
Complaints  were  however  useless,  and 
were  in  some  measure  relieved  by  a  bag 
of  gold,  of  considerable  dimensions, 
which  their  daughter-  left  in  their  hands. 

Brief  space  was  allowed  by  Walter 
for  this  interview,  and  after  a  few  mi. 
nutes  waiting,  they  once  more  set  spurs 
to  their  horses,  and  struck  Erectly  across 
the  country. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


A  hag— bnt  fopler  far 

Than  grandame  apes  in  Indian  forese  ere. 

Chaucm's  Wife  of  Bath, 

It  is  high  time,  before  we  proceed  fur- 
ther with  our  hifttory  of  what  befel  the 
personages  already  so  fully  iutroduoed 
to  the  reader,  to  say  something  of  Her- 
bert Wharton,  and  introduce  him  com- 
pletely to  the  knowledge  and  notice  of 
those  who  are  already  so  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  manneiii  and  cbaraeters  of 
bis  brothers,  Nicholas  and  Walter. 

We  have  already  shewn  that  Herbert 
was,  by  his  brother  Niched,  placed  as 
a  servitor  at  Oscford*  jweparatory  to  his 
being  presented  with  a  small  rectory, 
the  presentation  of  which  was  appurte- 
'  nant 
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nant  to  the  estate  of  the  Wharton  fami- 
ly. Thither  we  will  follow  him,  and 
endeavour  to  describe  in  what  manner 
his  studies  were  pursued^  and  what  suc- 
ceeded his  taking  possession  of  th^  liv- 
ing above  alluded  to. 

We  have  already  said,  that  though 
Herbert  Wharton,  in  many  particulars, 
resembled  his  brothers  in  disposition  and 
character,  and  was,  as  well  as  themselves, 
fully  exempt  from  any  correct  moral 
feeling,  or  any  definite  prindples  of  the 
difference  between  right  and  wrong, 
yet,  in  many  respects,  he  differed  wide- 
ly from  th^m  both  in  the  extent  of  his 
understanding  and  intellects,  and  in  his 
habits  and  pursuits.  Though  he  was 
far  superior  to  either  Nicholas  or  Wal- 
ter in  the  endowments  of  mind,  he  was 
greatly  their  inferior  in  bodily  strength 
and  personal  appearance.  So  far  indeed 
from  being  gifted  with  strength  of  limb, 
and  agility  of  frame,  he  was  puny  and 

weakly. 
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weakly  in  hi&  external  forfm  and  endow* 
ed  with  a  constitution  ailing  and  ub«* 
healthy. 

Contraiy  to  the  hal>it8  of  his  brothers, 
he  seldom  stirred  beyond  the  threshold 
of  bis  hou8e»  and  sympathized  in  no  de- 
gree in  the  boisterous  sports  and  exer- 
cises of  which  they  were  constantly  par« 
taking*  Perhaps  it  was  owing  to  these' 
very  defects  of  his  bodily  construction, 
which  compelled  him  to  be  in  a  manner 
sedentary  and  inactive,  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  turn  the  powers  of  his  mind' 
and  thoughts  to  some  pursuit  fromi 
which  intellectual  pleasures  and  resonrcet' 
might  be  derived,  Reading  naturally, 
presented  itself  to  his  view,  and  as  the 
library  of  Wharton  House  was  well 
stocked  with  }ore  and  learning  of  all  sorts^ 
and  kiitd^s  ap  simple  field  was  furnished, 
forioiy  studies  or  lucubrations  to  which, 
the  bent  of  his  genius  or  wishes  mightf 
kad  him. 

^OL,  X.  H  Thoughi 
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Though,  during  the  period  of  the  at- 
tehdance  of  his  tutors  in  the  lifetime  of 
his  father,  Herbert  had  never  profited 
by  their  instructions  or  pains,  which  was 
to  be  attributed  jointly  to  the  ignorance 
and  carelessness  of  those  gentlemen,  and 
to  his  own  impatience  of  restraint,  and 
of  every  thing  that  bore  the  aspect  of 
regularity  and  coercion,  or  obedience  to 
the  will  and  directions  of  others,  yet, 
even  during  their  abode  at  Wharton 
House,  and  more  especially  after  their 
dismissal,  and  during  the  time  *that  in- 
tervened between  that  event  and  his  be- 
ing sent  to  Oxford,  he  had  applied  him- 
self with  considerable  assiduity  to  the 
prosecution  of  literary  labours,  and  the 
intelligence  which  lyas  to  be  derived 
from  books,  so  that,  on  his  arrival  at  Ox- 
ford, hef  was  regarded,  by  the  heads  and 
elders  of  his  college,  as  a  youth  of  pro- 
ihising  merit,  and  considerable  attain- 
ments and  diligence. 


.4 


For 
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'  For  a  considerable  time  after  his  arri- 
val at  Oxford,  he  applied  himself,  with 
the  greatest  assiduity,  to  the  study  of 
mathematical  learning,  and  made  consi- 
derable .progress  in  the  science  of  che- 
mistry ;  but  in  every  thing  to  which  he 
applied  himself,  the  impatience  and  way- 
wardnesis  of  his  genius  and  disposition 
prevented  him  from  attaining  the  sum- 
mit of  excellence,  or  even  of  so  far  out- 
stripping his  competitors  in  similar 
branches  of  academical  labour,  as  to  ren- 
der his  progress  peculiarly  observable  by 
those  who  directed  and  presided  over  the 
students  of  the  university. 

It  would  have  been  happy  for  himself, 
if  his  perverseness  had  operated  to  re- 
strain his  advancement  in  scientific  know- 
ledge within  the  limits  we  have  here  de- 
scribed, and  fortunate  would  it  have 
been  for  society,  and  for  those  with  whom, 
in  the  after-part  of  his  life,  he  became 
aequainted,  atid  who  became  subject  to 

'      '  H  SI  his 
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his  power  and  control,  if  the  forws^^ness 
of  his  temper  had  cramped  his  curiosity, 
and  crippled  his  progress  in  like  manner 
in  every  other  branch  of  learning.  But 
such  was  not  fated,  by  tlie  decrees  of  des- 
tiny, to  be  the  case ;  and  as  the  effects  of 
his  studies  led  to  results  which  gave  rise 
to  many  of  the  incidents  detailed  in  the 
sequel  of  these  pages,  we  shall  here  say 
something  minutely  of  them. 

Amongst  the  number  of  abstruse  and 
almost-forgotten  books  with  which  the 
library  of  the  college  to  which  Hubert 
Wharton  belonged,  were  to  be  fQund 
many  which  treated  of  arts  and  know- 
ledge, the  study  of  whiqh  was  not  per- 
mitted by  the  regulations  and  laws  of 
tb^  university,  and  which  w:as  totally 
incompatible  with  th^  precepts  aqd  obli- 
gations of  Christianity.  Wea^lud^to 
those  volumes,  with  the  e;s(ist!?Qce.  of 
which  few  ipembers.of  the  l^ri^ed  epm^ 

were 
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trene  pei^tt^s  i^cqcminted,  and  which  coft- 
tt^Kd,  iA  thdr  urihallowed  pages,  the 
leaniing  and  secrets  pf  necromaAcy,  con- 
jurotiim,  and  magic. 

* 

Amongprt  the  few  however  who  wei^ 
doqiiaint@d  with  the  existence  of  the^ 
diEUigei^us  and  forbidden  volumes,  and 
tile  shelves  on  Which  they  had  been  for 
BMft^y  years  permitted,  untouched  and 
unthought  dff  to  slumber  and  remaiti, 
wasliih  young  YMn.  Amidst  the  many 
vi^  Which,  unsicoompanied  by  assd- 
<»iites  x^  any  sorl^  he  had  repeatedly 
Tkaid^  to  the  Khr^ty,  he  h^d,  by  somfe 
tatmu  or  other,  discovered  the  place  of 
tif^  odiMealment,  and  itastigftted  by  if- 
i^iMiM^  Ctlrioi^ity  mid  the  mandates  of 
his  diestiny,  in  an  evil  hour  he  proceed- 
^  to  exemibe  their  cdMentts. 

ttwiis  not  Ull  irfter  sev^  tkseless 
ttMs^  to^sdoVer  WlM  Wei^  th6  nature 
itA  Hccij^  ctf  ih^  kMIigenoe  ccfol^ined 

H  3  within 
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within  them,  and  after  coRsidaBble  k« 
hour  and  pains  to  decipher  and  umnv^l 
their  mysterious  characters  and  stylf, 
that  he  began  to  comprehend  theif  drift, 
and  the  subject-matter  which  they  de- 
scribed and  treated  of.  As  he  entertain* 
ed  little  doubt,  from  what  i^en  the  tran- 
sitory insight  he  had  obtained  of  their 
contents  presented  to  his  ideas,  that- a 
further  acquaintance  with  them  wcHild 
be  very  much  to  his  taste,  dnd  ^9S>rd 
him  infinite  pleasure  and  benefit,  and  as 
he  was,  perfectly  certain  that  the  presi- 
dent and  feUows  were  ignorant  of  their 
existence,,'  he  made  no  hesitatioci  in  re- 
moving seveial  of  them  from  their  dusty 
and  cobwebbed  situations,  and  ecmcealii^ 
them  under  the  ample  covering  of  his 
collegiate  dress,  speedily  repaoved  them 
to  his  own  particular  apartment^  a  sorry, 
low-roofed,  and  ill-furnished  garret,  the 
best  which  his  narrow  stipend  eould  af* 
ford  to  pay  for,  and  what  was  of  Spkpe 
consequence  to  the  business  he  bad  vi 

::  hand^ 
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hand^  remotely  distant  from  the  more 
oommodious  and  habitable  parts  of  the 
Go&ege^  and  never  entered  by  any  foot 
hot  his  OMrn. 

As  soon  as  he  had  gained  this  wretch- 
ed and  unseemly  chamber,  land  careAiUy 
deposited  his  prohibited  burthen  on  a 
crazy  three-legged;  worm-eaten   table, 
which^  together  with  an  awkward»  high- 
hacked,  unaccommodating  chair^  formed 
the  furniture  of  the  place,  he  carefully 
locked  and  also  barricadoed  the  door  as 
well  as  he  was  able,  for  the  antiquity 
and  dilapidated  state  of  the  lock  gave 
but  small  promise  of  defence  from  exter- 
nal violence;  and  though,  as  we  have  just 
said,  tills  gloomy  tenement  was  never 
ailivened  by  visitors,  and  never  entered 
by  any  person  but  himself,  yet  the  con- 
sdousness  that  he  was  about  to  do  that 
which  he  was  not  justified  in  doing, 
made  him  adopt  much  of  the  unneces- 
sary precaution  of  guilt,  and. become  al- 
ii 4  most 
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most  absurdly  ktc^^ested  iii  the  ^xdu- 
sion  of  tvitnedsieS)  who  had  no  intention 
of  interrupting  his  orimtnal  ^xploratimis^ 
nor  cared  one  single  straw  in  what  fray 
he  might  be  employing  his  time. 

He  soon  became  greatiy  interested  in 
the  subject  of  his  lucnbrations,  and  the 
tniiAural  stre^glii  and  deamess  of  Ms  kr- 
tellect  and  conceptions  being  aided  and 
^excited  by  his  2»al  for  farther  informa- 
tion^ and  the  pecufiett  amd  stimulatal^ 
natore  of  the  volumes  he  had  surrepti-* 
fioixsly  pnriioined,  led  iiresistiUy  into 
the  marrow  and  spirit  of  the  a»tlier. 
For  many  days,  weeks,  and  months,  did 
Sie,  with  finremttting  attention  and  un- 
ivearied  diligence,  pore  o^v^elr  the  ^vange 
pages  of  the  magic  bodds ;  fdl  oth^r  ^tou 
^Aies  were  forgottei),  or  ^t  t)iest  ^r^fllidel^d 
subservient  to  that  which  had  ndw^idn-. 
ed  full  possfessidn  of  bis  infttufifted  "bmiM, 
and  i^mployed  c^mpktdllf  ^^  fiictfltjr 

Long 
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Long  vtBB  it  he&xe  he  tttUiined  isuiffi- 
tdent  praAciesi^  in  tiiese  dark  arts  to  rea][> 
what  he  mroold  have  miscalied  any  bene- 
fitftom  bis  laboridUis  diligenoe,  and  num- 
berless were  the  dtticulties  with  which 
he  had  to  ocMteild,  before  his  struggles 
were  rewarded  witii  any  thing  like  per-* 
feet  eompiehehsion  atid  command  of 
that  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  in 
pursuit.    By  unflinching,  and  in  such  a 
eooiw  of  study,  uncommendable  appU- 
cation,  it  was  his  fate  at  length  to  reach 
that  goal  of  knowledge;,  which  had  long 
been  tbe  sole  ol:ject  of  his  thoughts  and 
deniea,.  and  the  sole  centre  of  hopes  and 
eaK»;  and  long  before  he  left  the  scene 
sf  his  diabolical  studies^  he  had  become 
possessed  of  idlthe  information  the  books 
be  bad  theife  Aiet  with  could  impart,  and 
itturated  wMi  Hie  IdUning  he  had  so 
M&v6d.  to^  ^ailD..   . 

Whut  was  1fi&  predse  nature  of  the 
bKi«l«£^  £torbtrt  Wliarton  gamed  by 

H  &  the 
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the  means  we  have  here  desertbed/and 
wbat  were  the  exact  limits  aitd  bounds 
to  the  powers  which  it  was  .said  he  be- 
came possessed  of  by  such  knowledge, 
will  appear  in  their  proper  places.  In ' 
the  meantime  we  shall  not  .stop  to.  di^^ress 
on  the  consequences  of  such  pursuits, 
'  but  proceed  with  his  history  and  adven- 
tures. 

He  remained  at  Oxford  tHl  he  was 
nearly  thirty  years  of  age;  the  rectory 
designed  for  him  by  his  l»'othfei^  Nicho- 
las, not  becoming  Vacant  till  several  years 
after  he  had,  with  the  customary  fornous 
and  ceremonies  of  ordination,  be^n>  ad- 
mitted by  the  bishop  X)f  the  diocese  into 
the  number  of  the  priesthood,  and  during 
the  time  of  his  re^jidence  there,  little 
.more  than  what  we;have  ^ti^^ady  written, 
has  transpired  concerning!  him;,  most 
probably  the  cunning  and  wariness  of 
.his  disposition  prevenli^d  him.,  fifym 
throwing  Qff  the  .^loak  of  sanctity  ^i.4 

\:  :i  demureness. 
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demureness,  with  which  he  dothed  hi$ 
natural  iniquity  of  character^  and  ren*- 
dered  him  safe  from  detection  and  pu^ 
nishmenL 

« 

.  On  his  return  &om  Oxford  to  the 
seat  of  his  hrother  Nicholas,  he  was»  by 
that  fierce  personage  received  with  the 
most  chilling  indifference  and  repulsive 
coldness,  and  after  a  stay  of  not  more 
than  two  or.  three  hours  at  WhartoU' 
House^  set  off  to  take  possession  of  his 
foture  place  of  residence,  which  was  si- 
tuate about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant 
fix>m.the  maqsiou;  of  his  progenitors..    ; 

His  brother  Nicholas,  considering  that 
he  had  amply  provided  for  his  future 
enjoyments  and  subsistence,,  notwith- 
standing the  very  limited  resources  he 
derived  from- the  tithes  of  his  rectory, 
and  the  dilapidatod^niinou^  and  almost* 
uninhabitable'  state  of  the  edifice  set 
apart  far  his  abod^,.and  the  total  want;: 

H  61  of; 


116  advance  Mm  4ke  ^imitim  ^petmSOfjr 
#^sistiinee ;  and  elftdr  i-efmSndi^  him  6f 
the  vast  expence  to  which  he  Ih^  lieeM 
subjected  by  his  education  and  long  resi- 
^AetHie  ak  tlife  tiniveVsity^  l^ughtily  &s- 
Mased  hSUa  ftoM  bis  j^eseufce,  Bc60mp^ 
Vying  hi^  dep^ui^  H«$(&  ieV^tA  ttite 
kUttsidtos  to  the  f^  peal  H;««t)te  •of  m^ 
«>f  hisoifdet-,  and  ii^nieftl  ^^MMnfCion^  to 
Iftte^id  closdy  t(>  the  duties  ^f  Ut  office 
told  caM^g. 

The  treatment  he  received  ftom  hU 
brother  Wid«elr  was  lUM  a  whit  better 
than  that  which  he  had  experienced  at 
the  hattds  of  Niehoks ;  "W^er,  Aftef  af^ 
idling  tb^  most  extiiei!^  ^ui'piise  at  the 
Bfature  <^f  %e  de^aMds  "Whtdk  tie  had 
fiaade^  attid  the  ansistahc^  iit^hicfa  he  hitSL 
soMtedi,  dedared^  wltheut  l(he  lea«ft  hew 
tskMkUft,  that  hie  ddniEiaDrc^  petSb^^y  ikt 
tfte  i^e»timeftt&  wMch  hiid  ^been  tftteiied 
by  JfidADiaSy  ftoA,  fl^  inilliiti^  of  the  h^ 
If  haviour 
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havidur  <i£  tbM  wcMthy,  acbobopataied  his 
ooncurrenoe  with  many  threadbiire  jest^ 
and  low  scurrility  at  the  expenoe  of  the 
paAoral  dfl9ce»  and  the  Idleness  and  ra- 
padty  of  thoae  by  whom  it  was  gene- 
TaUyfilled. 

Baffled  in  fats  applications  to  his  bnv 
thers  for  assistance,  but  not  disappoint* . 
ed  at  the  results  of  his  visits  to  them, 
for  l(H)g-experienced  diiBculty  in  obtain- 
ing the  re^lar  payment  of  his  paltry 
allowance  whilst  be  was  at  Oxford,  and 
the  niggardly  meanness  with  which  the 
arrem  ctf  it  were  from  time  to  time 
slowly  dded  out,  in  the  smaflest  instaU 
laents  of  firadti<mal  calculation,  had  fully 
prepared  him  for  such  conduct,,  he  im^ 
mediatd^  betook  himself  t6  the  tene«> 
ttient  wbfeh  owned  his  sway^  and  wai 
h  future  ta  screen  his  head  fitotii  Ihe  vi-^ 
tistftttdes  of  tlie  weather  ahd  climate^ 
aoa^beK  he  was^^  fuH  lib^y,  AnilK 

terruptedly^, 
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temiptedly,  **  to  boa&t  and  blaster  in  his 
empty  halls.'' 

The  rectory-house  was  an  edifice  as 
badly  (^t  the  time  of  hisj^st  visit  to  it) 
adapted  for  a  place  of  residence  to  a  ci«^ 
vilized  being,  as  can  be  well  imagined. 
It  had  originally,  and  in  the  times  of 
monastic  ascendancy  and  iiway,  b^n  no- 
thing more  than  what  was  termed  a 
"cell,"  attached  to  a  neighbouring  mo- 
nastery>.  and  appropriated  to  the  resi- 
dence of  three  brothers  of  the  Frand&r 
can  order,  who  were  appointed,,  by.  the 
prior  of  the  religious  house  of  which 
they  were"  members,  to  attend  to  the 
clerical  duties  of  the  neighbouring  viU 
la^e-church,  and  direct  the  spiritual  con^r 
cerns  of  the  villagers,  the  tithes. of  the 
landholders  forming  part  of  the  revenues 
of  the  monastery  itself.  By  Henry,  the 
Eighth)  it  bad  been  consti  tinted  wliat  it 
was. at.  the  time_  Herbert  Wharton  was 

put- 
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put  kto  poasessidn  of  it,  and  its  patron- 
age  given  to  some  former  member  of  the 
Wharton  family,  &r  some  service  to  that 
monai!eh,  with  the  particalarsr  of  which 
we  are  unacquaiiited. 

This^  priflutive  seat  ofascetic  seclusion 
and  retirement,  though  probably  well 
adapted  to  the  viiBW&  of  its  early  inhabi- 
tants,, and  suited  to  the  aiisterity  of  mo- 
Bastic  life  and  habits,  liad  not  been  at  all 
cofrespondent  to  the  taste  of  the  priest- 
hood of  the  reformed  church,  or  agree- 
able to  their  notions  of  the  comforts  with 
which  religion  ought  ta\cbensh  and  re- 
ward her  votaries*,  and  in  eonsequence 
of  such  ideas,  it  had  been  uninhabited 
ever  since-  the.  dissolution  of  religious 
houses,,  till  the  period  of  the  retuni  of 
Herbert  WhartoA  feom  Oxfon^  every 
incumbent  of  the  living  who  had  pre* 
ceded  him  m  its  possession  having  pre- 
ferred to  lodge  in  some  other  part  o£  the 

village. 
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viUi^.  It  liDweyer  had  not  been  )en« 
tirdy  untenanted,  having  b6en  let  out 
to  the  nelghboniing  farmers^  at  various 
times^  by  its  Protestant  rectons,  as  a 
place  of  shelter  fo^  tile  Mne  and  p\gs 
with  which  the  surrounding  farms  and 
plams  on  all  sides  of  it  abound!^. 

< 

The  amatihg  thickness  and  strength 

0f  the  walls  had  rendeifed  the  attacks  of 
the  weather  amd  of  time  idle  and  useless, 
-and  it  had,,  at  vinous  periods,,  received 
iuMitional  coatings  of  thatch  on  its  ori- 
ginally-durable toof,  which  expelled,  in 
^ome  degree,  the  pelting  of  the  storai. 
It  was  not  very  spacious,  containing  but 
four  apartments,  of  small  dimenaon^  on 
the  ground-floor,,  and  having,  no  rooms 
whatev^  upstairs  ;;ai  doorway  and  places 
fer  windows  it  had;  but  the  door  Itself 
end  the  windows  had  been  long  removed 
and  abfiptracted.  It  was,  in  a  word,  a  most 
glooiinyr  desolMe,. andfUthy  plaide;  and 

as> 


as  such,  it  fiided  iidt  to  B&ike  Herbert 
Wharton  the  moment  he  entered  its 
precincts. 

He  hud  however  no  time  for  repining, 
and  nothing  remidned  for  him  to  do,  but 
instantly  to  s^  about  f>utt!ng  it  infto  or- 
der and  repair,  and  making  it  as  6o!tnmodU 
ous  and  convenient  as  th^  nf^c&l  defects 
in  its  ori^nal  construction  would  aditoit 
of.  ^fe  he  resdved,  without  delay,  to 
ijttettipt,  for  though  lie  was  well  awtire 
that  he  might,  like  those  who  bad  bee^i 
his  predecessors  in  his  spiritual  functions, 
lodge  and  board  with  some  lieighbouf- 
ing  fi^rmer  or  afBuent  yeoman,  yet,  fdr 
reasons  best  known  to  himself,  he  pre- 
ferred livifig  at  some  distance  from  th^ 
houses  of  Ins  parishioners,  and  was  in 
some  degtee  reconciled  to  Che  Squalid 
and  »^elegatft  appearance  of  the  build- 
ing in  question,  by  refledtiiig  lihat  its 
is^tHiek  Bituatton  would  secure  priVftcy 
to  any  studied  or  puiisuits  which  h^ 

might 
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might  think  ppoper  to  fisdlow  within  its 
walls. 


With  these  intentions,  and  wjth  as 
much  dispatch  as  he  could  command,  he 
hastened  to  the  neighbouring  village, 
and  secured  the  assistance  of  a  rikral  car- 
penter, and  the  labours  and  exertions  of 
one  or  two  more  m^hanies,.  whose  know- 
ledge he  deemed  it  expedient  to  press  on 
this  occasion  into  his  sarvicei  and  he  set 
them  immediately  to  work,  himself  mean- 
while residing,  till  the  completion  of  their 
operations,, at  a  neighbouring  farmhouse, 
the  master  of  which  agreed  to  accommo- 
date him  with  lodging  and  board,  till 
his  own  house  should  be  fit  for  his  re- 
ception,  in  commutation. of  the  payment 
of  certain  tithes,  which  would,  in  process 
of  time^  have  become  his  property.  The 
workmen  engaged  at  the  rectoiy  he 
paid  from  a  sm^l  fund  of  money ,^  which 
he  had  amassed  during  his  residence  at 
college,  by  instructing,  or,,  as.  it  is  there 

termed, 
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termedi  *•  cramming,"  the  under«-gradu- 
ates  with  a  sufficiency  of  academical 
learning  for  the  obtaining  of  their  de- 
grees, and  which,  with  thrifty  foresight, 
he  had  very  wisely  brought  D^th  him  in 
his  pockets. 

By  means  of  a  judicious  management 
of  this  slender  capital,  in  the  ooiNrse  of  a 
week  or  ten  days^  much  was  efiPected. 
The  rectory  was  put  into  such  a  state  of 
repair,  as  to  render  it  habitable,  and  such 
articles  of  furniture  and  household  equip- 
ment put  into  it^  as  rendei^  it  compa- 
ratively capable  of  affording  accommo- 
dation to  an  inmate.  Herbert  was  not 
long  in  removing  to  Ins  new  abode ;  his 
luggage,  which  consisted  of  half-a-dozen 
old  chests  or  boxes  of  books  and  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  were  removed  with 
him:  he  made  arrangements  with  the 
farmer,  with  whom  he  had  been  residing, 
for  a  regular  supply  of  provisions^  and 
constituted  him  his  collector  of  tithes 

and 
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find  dues ;  and  having  engaged  in  the  vil- 
lage a  strong  masculine  sort  of  wencb^  as 
a  servitor  of  all  woiic,  and  who  possessed, 
what  trere  in  his  choice  of  a  servant  to 
a  liian  of  his  character  and  ptirsuits,  the 
inestimable  advantages  of  being  deaf 
and  dumb,  he  betook  himself,  in  as  high 
spirits  as  ^a  man  of  his  saturnine  tempe- 
rament could  be  excited  to,  to  the  plaoe 
set  apart  for  his  future  scene  of  action 
and  iniquity. 

Here  he  resided  fot  many  years,  and 
ivas  "Still  residing  at  the  time  of  his  bh>- 
ther  Nicholas's  retuta  to  Wharton  tlouse, 
menfdoned  in  the  laist  diapter.  He  fell- 
ed not  to  pay  a  visit  to  \iis  Relative,  and 
was  TeceiveA  with  cold  formality.  The 
pursuits  of  these  two  peiisonages  were 
so  totally  differ^t,  alifd  thei^  habits  of 
life  60  cormpletely  at  Variaiiit^,  that  no 
great  degree  of  intimacy  could  be  ex- 
pected, aiifd  none  took  place.*  With 
Walter 'h6  had  tbt  many  yealips  deased  to 

hold 
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bid  any  communication  whatever;  and 
nooae,  to  have  witnessed  their  behaviour 
to  each  other,  would  have  suspected  that 
they  were  so  nearly  connected  by  the 
ties  o[  Uood  and  relationship. 

Notwithstanding  his  being  pretty 
punctual  in  his  attendance  to  the  dpties 
of  the  church  over  which  he  presided, 
and  the  dreumstance  of  his  having  farm- 
ed out,  for  a  certain  yearly  sum,  the  tithes 
of  his  r^tory  to  the  before-mentioned 
&rtner,  by  which  means  he  escaped  all 
the  obloquy  which  a  rigid  enforcement 
of  his  rights  would  have  exposed  him  to, 
there  was  something  about  Herbert. 
Wh^ixin — something  in  his  very  look 
^d  app^iHtHioe,  which  was  in  itself  in* 
definable,  b^t  which  chilled  all  wish  to 
bwowe  familiar  with  him,  and  repelled, 
in  aq  indei^ribable  manner,  every  at* 

teinpf  9X  intimacy  and  friendship* 

HH^tern«lai^^«^u;Kiu^        (hft  fear 

tures 
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tures  of  his  countenance,  without  being 
deformed,  or  what  is  termed  ugly,  were 
pervaded  with  those  strange  and  singu- 
lar characteristics,  which  neutralized  the 
merriment  and  gaiety  of  those  into 
whose  company  he  occasionally  entered, 
and  warned  every  one  present  to  guard 
himself  against  the  approach  of  some  un- 
known but  anticipated  evil.  There  was 
something  inconceivably  lK)rrible  in  the 
fixed  gaze  of  his  heavy  and  sullen  eye, 
which,  sunk  deeply  in  his  head,  scowled 
slowly  on  the  object  to  which  its  vision 
was  directed. 

-  The  extreme  sallowness  of  his  com- 
plexion was  strongly  contrasted  with 
the  raven  blackness  of  his  hair,  which 
hung  in  long,  irregular,  and  neglected 
locks  upon  his  back  and  shoulders,  and 
by  the  darkness  of  his  pointed  beard ; 
his  face, ^nd  indeed  every  part  and  limb 
of  his  body,  were  shrivelled  to  the  thin- 
ness of  a  mummy,  and  so  att^iuated 
i      '  were 
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were  his  lanthom  cheeks,  that  the  arti- 
culation of  the  jaw  was  plainly  discerni- 
ble, giving  him  the  look  and  character 
of  the  resuscitated  body  of  some  victim 
to  starvation  and  famine.  His  clerical 
habiliments,  though  they  hid  by  their 
bulk,  and  the  materials  of  which  they 
were  composed,  this  extreme  tendency 
of  his  person  to  leanness,  were  little  cal- 
culated  to  assist,  by  their  colour  or  out- 
line, the  defects  of  external  appearance ; 
nor  were  the  huge  bands,  which  reached 
from  his  chin  to  the  very  middle  of  his 
breast,  nor  the  unomament^  scholastic 
cap,  which  formed  the  covering  of  his 
head,  at  all  adapted  to  relieve  the  ghast- 
Uness  of  his  deathlike  visage,  or  remove 
the  sad  and  sombre  desolation  of  his 
tout-ensemble. 

It  was  very  rarely  that  he  was  $een, 
excepting  when  compelled  by  the  duties 
of  the  SiEibbath  to  attend  at  the  parochial 
ehurcb^and  scarcely  any  thing  was  known' 

with 
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with  certainly  of  the  manner  in  which, 
when  at  hoipe»  he  was  employing  hi^s 
time.  The  peculiar  deprivations  of  hear- 
ing and  speech  with  wliich  his  sole  at- 
tendant was  visited,  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble for  the  most  curious  to  profit  by  the 
information  they  could  extract  fron^  her 
gesticulations  and  signs,  so  that  th^re 
was  little  danger  of  her  master's  secrets, 
or  of  what  he  wished  to  be  concealed, 
being  elicited  from  any  interrogatories 
tjo  which  she  might  be  exposed,  or  from 
any  intelligence  she  might  be  inclined, 
to  communicate.  Still,  by  some  means 
or  other,  stories  and  reports  did  get 
abroad,  by  no  means  creditable  tq  the 
character  of  Herbert  Wharton,  and  these 
reports  and  stories  were  increased  and 
strengthened  by  the  mystery  and  gloom 
with  which  every  thing  at  the  rectory 
\iras  perv^ed. 

An  event  wbicb  took  place  alsQ»  short* 
ly,  or  withiQ  a.ye^  or  two.  afteir.  thA  w- 

rival 
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rival  of  Herbert  in  the  parish,  was  frer 
quently  cited  by  those  who  were  ad- 
dicted to  the  marvellous,  as  strongly 
a)rroborant  of  these  reports,  and  which 
it  will  be  as  well  here  to  introduce  to 
the  reader*. 

In  one  comer  of  the  estate  of  the 
Wharton  family,  was  situated  a  narrow, 
bleak,  uncultivated  piece  of  land,  thickly 
strewn  with  weeds  and  thistles,  and  call- 
ed, from  the  latter  circumstance,  Thistle 
Mead,  on  the  verge  of  which  a  thick  and 
iiOpenetrable  wood  flourished,  untouch^ 
ed  by  the  axe  x>r  knife  of  the  woodman, 
and  owing  its  wild  luxuriance  to  the  su- 
perstitious dread  of  the  surrounding 
peasantry  and  boors^  not  one  of  whom 
would  have  ventured  to  h^ve  entered  its 
limits,  or  obtruded  on  its  privacy,  for 
any  reward  whatever. 

As  this  wood  was  very  small,  cover- 
ing scarcely  an  acre  of  ground,  the  stew« 
VOL.  L  I  ard, 
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ard,  Walter,  had  not  ^ven  himself  much 
trouble  about  the  matter,  and  had  been 
content  to  let  the  copse  vegetate  at  its 
own  will  and  pleasure,  in  consideration 
of  the  expence  of  clearing  its  redundan- 
cy being  greater  than  any  remuneration 
to  be  derived  from  such  an  operation. 

In  the  very  centre  of  this  silvan  re- 
treat was  erected  a  cottage,  or,  more  pro- 
perly speaking,  was  placed  a  hut  or  ho- 
vel, for  it  deserved  no  better  name,  the 
tenant  of  which  wretched  place  was  the 
real  causie  of  the  ill  name  which  the 
place  and  its  immediate  vicinity  had  ob- 
tained. 

This  miserable  being  was  no  other 
than  a  woman,  in  age  apparently  nearly 
fifty,  by  name  Gundred  Wotfe,  and  call- 
ed by  the  neighbouiing  peasantry  Mo- 
ther Wolfe,  the  adjunct  of  Mother  be- 
ing completely  titular,  and  having  no 
referenoe  to  the  parent^}  character  dS  itie 

person 
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person  on  whom  it  was  bestowed,  and 
irho  was  never  known  to  have  had  any 
diildren^  or  relations  of  any  kind. 

Mother  Wolfe  was  in  person  tall  and 
erect,  long-4inned,  squalid,  gaunt,  bony, 
and  grim ;  the  features  of  her  &6e,  the 
skin  of  which  was  furrowed  witii  wrink^ 
ies  and  powdered  thickly  with  sunburnt 
fredcles  and  'spots,  were  most  repulsive 
and  ill-favouYed ;  her  hazel  eyes,  which 
squinted  with  an  expression  of  mischief, 
bonible  and  malignant,  were  oversha-* 
dowed  and  overhung  by  a  penthouse 
projection  of  low  forehead,  and  a  pair  of 
huge  grey,  grizzled  eyebrows,  divers 
serpentine  locks  of  the  same  colour  and 
appearance  himging  down  on  each  side 
of  ter  head  and  face,  and  giving  her  th^l 
semblance  of  the  far-&med  Gorgon  of 
antiquity ;  her  ill-shaped  nose  was  dis« 
proportionably  huge,  and  frightfully  pro« 
bosoous,  overhanging  a  mouth  of  the  very 
widest  4iMeiisions*-^o  wide  indeed,  that 

1 2  when 


172  THE  WIZAED  PBIEST; 

when  opened  to  its  extreme  limits  of 
expansion,  the  upper  part  of  the  head 
seemed  for  ever  about  to  quit  and  relin* 
quish  its  connexion  with  the  lower :  this 
fnonstrous  aperture  was  but  indifferently 
furnished  with  teeth^  and  in  some  places 
the  gums  themselves  had  completely 
disappeared,  and  left  exposed  to  view 
the  aveolar  process  of  the  jaw ;  her  chin 
was  long  and  peaked,  and  woefully  in 
want  of  some  depilatory  operation  for 
the  removal  of  the  numerous  hairs,  both 
bristly  and  spiral,  with  which  it  was 
strewn.  These  defects  of  person,  and  un- 
graciousness of  exterior,  were,  if  possible, 
increased  by  the  uncouthness  and  inele- 
gance of  her  garb  and  coverings;  her  head 
being  surmounted  with  a  bonnet,  similar 
to  the  head  gear  commonly  ascribed  to 
the  celebrated  Mother  Shipton,  and  the 
rest  of  her  frame  wrapped  closely  in  a 
sort  of  pelisse,  or  habit  of  the  coarsest 
serge  or  cloth,  in  colour  russet,  darken-^ 
ed  with  dirt  and  smok^  and  &stened 

securely 
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securely  round  her  waist  by  a  band  or 
belt  of  strong  hempen  cord. 

This  frightful  hag  was  the  sole  tenant 
of  the  hut  which  we  have  just  mention-^ 
ed,  and  so  great  was  the  dread  her  pre* 
sence,  and  the  almost-fabulous  reputa- 
tion  of  her  will  and  powers  of  annoy* 
ance,  that  no  one  was  ever  found  suffi- 
ciently hardy  to  dispute  her  title  to  the 
place  of  her  abode,  or  her  rights  of  pro* 
perty  over  Thistle  Mead  and  the  adja- 
cent copse* 

In  a  word,  she  was,  by  every  rustic 
and  farmer,  and  by  every  person  for  many 
miles  around,  considered  as  an  undoubt- 
ed witch  and  sorceress,  and  feared  in 
proportion  to  the  fears  which  such  a 
character  must  naturally  raise  in  the 
breasts  and  feelings  c^  uncultivated  ig* 
norance  and  superstitious  credulity.  A 
thousand  incredible  and  impossible  sto- 
ries were  everywhere  diffused,  and  rea- 

1 3  dily 
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dily  believed^  of  the  deadly  effects  of  her 
malevolence,,  and  the  horrible  and  irre* 
sistible  potency  of  her  spells*  There 
was  no  loss  sustained  by  the  &iltire  of 
crops — the  disease  and  death  of  cattle^ 
sheep»  or  pigs — no  disappointment  of  ill* 
judged  speculations^  which  were  not  at- 
tributed, and  firmly  credited,  to  have 
arisen,  either  immediately  or  remotely, 
or  in  some  way  or  other,  from  her  in- 
strumentality and  love  of  vengeanee  and 
iniquity. 

The  whole  district  rung  with  her 
name  and  enormitiei^,  and  it  had  long 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  every  one» 
though  no  individual  had  been  suffici- 
ently hardy  to  be  the  first  to  avow  auch 
intentions,  to  ddiver  her  up  to  the  cri- 
minal laws  of  the  countiy^  or,  at  all 
events,  to  inflict  on  her  such  punish- 
ment as  should  deter  her  fi'om  the  per- 
petration of  fi*esh  mischief,  eompel  her 
to  quit  the  neighbourhood,  and  secure 

to 
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to  those  personally  engaged  in  such  an 
exploit,  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  means 
employed  for  her  chastisement,  all  fears 
of  her  fiiture  vengeance  and  visitations. 

At  length  the  flames,  which  had  been 
long  slumbering  for  her  destruction, 
burst  out  An  unusual  disorder  which 
raged  amongst  the  cattle,  and  which  it 
was  for  a  long  time  (most  probably  in 
consequence  of  the  absurd  remedies  ap- 
plied for  its  cure)  found  impossible  to 
diminish  or  resist,  was  attributed  to  the 
witcheries  of  this  mysterious  being ;  the 
rage  and  revengeful  feelings  of  the  far- 
mers and  peasantry,  irritated  to  madness 
by  tl^e  vexations  and  losses  they  attri- 
buted to  her  machinations,  rose  up  si- 
multaneously and  in  mass  against  her ; 
they  lost,  in  then*  desires  of  vengeance 
and  future  quiet,  their  fears  of  her  imme- 
diate power,  and  being  bold,  from  their 
numbers  and  united  strength,  with  one 

I  4  accord. 
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accord,  made  towards  the  place  «of  h^ 
abode. 


It  so  happened  that  they  were  suffici- 
ently fortunate  to  find  her  somewhat 
distant  from  the  hovel  in  the  wood,  and 
.instantly  availing  themselves  of  what 
they  looked  upon  as  a  circumstance  of 
uncommon  good  omen,  they  threw 
themselves  upon  her  in  a  body,  and  with 
such  celerity  as  effectually  to  cut  off  her 
retreat  to  her  domain.  In  spite  of  her 
threats,  her  denunciations  of  vengeance, 
and  her  protestations  of  innocence,  and 
total  ignorance  of  what  she  was  accused, 
they  secured  her  fastly  with  cords  and 
fetters,  and  numerous  pins  were  thrust 
into  her  struggling  carcase,  the  blood 
flowing  from  the  wounds,  occasioned  by 
such  scarification  and  scratchings^  being 
esteemed  a  sovereign  protection  from 
her  future  power. 


In 
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In  this  plight,  and  suirounded  by  a 
numerous  mob,  and  followed  by  all  the 
neighbourhood  for  several  miles  around, 
she  was  forcibly  hauled  and  dragged 
along  to  the  house  of  Walter  Wharton, 
he  being  considered  the  person  of  high- 
est importance  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  most  proper,  as  steward  and 
bailiff  of  the  estate  on  which  she  was  a 
resident,  to  decide  on  her  future  destiny 
and  punishment. 

Walter  Wharton,  like  most  persons 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  entertain- 
ed no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  witch- 
craft, and  felt  perfectly  assured  of  the 
guilt  of  the  delinquent  arraigned  before 
him;  nevertheless  he  was^  -  not  quite  so 
certain  of  being .  himself  possessed  of 
powers  sufficient  to  inflict  on  her  such 
punishment  as  he  bad  no  doubt  she  fully 
merited,  or  of  his  ^being  justified  in  tak- 
ing the  kLw^into  his  own  hands ;  he  had, 
too,  certain  fears,  that  in  the  event  of  her 

I  ^  escape 
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escape  from  the  hands  of  her  captors^  a 
circumstance  whidi  he  was  very  far  from 
thmkmg  unlikely,  as  he  was  by  no 
means  sceptical  in  crediting  the  reports 
of  the  supernatural  power  she  was  said 
to  possess,  he,  as  her  judge,  would  be  the 
very  first  person  exposed  to  her  result* 
ment  and  retaliation. 

In  this  difficulty  he  was  assisted  by 
the  advice  of  his  wife,  whose  education 
having  been  still  narrower  than  his  own, 
was,  in  spite  of  her  natural  strength  of 
mind,  a  firm  believer  in  the  extraordi- 
nary powers  attributed  to  Mother  Wolfe, 
and  ^e  advised  him  by  all  means  to  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  busi- 
ness, but  leave  the  thing  exactly  where 
he  found  it — *^  Walter,'^  said  she,  "  we 
have  received  no  injury  fi'om  Gundred 
Wolfe — ^leave  her  to  those  in  whose 
power  she  is,  and  let  us  not  compromise 
our  safety  with  the  act  they  have  this 
day  done*'' 

•*  You 
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*'  You  counsel  well,*'  replied  Walter  ;- 
*^  our  cattle  have  not  been  infected  with 
thedisease  which  rages  amidst  our  neigh- 
bour8---1 9m  therefore  determii^ed  not  to 
interfere  in  their  concerns.  But  what 
am  I  to  say  to  these  people  ?  I  wish 
we  were  well  rid  of  them  and  their  prey.'' 

"  Send  them  to  your  brother  Herbert, 
the  rector — ^he  is  the  6ttest  person  to  ad- 
vise on  such  a  matter  as  this." 

"  By  my  office,  an  excellent  thought ! 
it  will  be  a  fitting  requiting  of  the  con- 
tempt, with  which  the  pert  priest  has 
treated  me;  and  should  Gundred  get 
loose,  as  I  foretell  she  will,  we  shall  be 
free  from  her  revenge,  whilst  that  cleri- 
eal  coxcomb  and  hypocrite  wiU  receive 
bat  sore  treatment  at  her  hands,  for  pre- 
saming  to  sit  in  judgmaat  on  her." 

So  saying,  he  went  out  to  the  front  of 
his  hottse^  where  the  assembled  group 
were  waiting  him  with  great  impatience, 
and  ^cpectiog  that  he  would  immedi- 
^ely  thank,  them  for  the  capture  they 

1.6  had 
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had  made,  and  order  their  victim  to  un- 
dergo the  test  of  immediate  immersion 
in  a  large  pond  which  lay  contiguous  to 
the  house.  They  were  however  much 
disappointed,  when  he  addressed  them 
in  the  following  words—**  I  cannot  say 
I  approve  of  what  you  have  done,  and 
you  must  not  consider  me  as  being  in  any 
way  your  accessary ;  leave  the  park  as 
quickly  as  you  can ;  I  take  no  part  in 
this  proceeding,  which,  I  fear,  you  will  all 
have  reason  to  repent— away  presently, 
I  say.  If  you  want  an  adviser,  apply  to 
your  pious  rector,  Herbert  Wharton ; 
that  holy  man  will  doubtless  shew  you 
how  to  act;  my  brother  Nicholas  paid 
largely  for  his  learning ;  now  is  a  fit  time 
for  him  to  shew  whether  it  was*  paid  to 
a  good  purpose  or  not  Away !  instantly 
all  of  you  leave  the  park,  or  you  shall 
repent  it." 

So  saying,  he  drove  them  from  his 
door,  and  forced  them  to  decamp,  inter- 
nally 
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iiaJfy  cursing  the  reception  he  had  given 
tliem,  and  astonished  at  the  unexpected 
ill  success  of  their  visit 

They  held  a  council  at  the  outskirts 
<^tbe  park,  as  to  what  would  be  the  best 
counse  for  them  to  take,  and  after  a  short 
deliberation!  they  agreed  unanimously 
to  follow  the  advice  whidi  the  steward 
had  given  them,. and  proceed  directly  to 
the  house  of  the  recton 

Gutidred  was-  accordingly  dragged 
forcibly  along,  and  much  against  her  will, 
to  the  abode  of  this  spiritual  pastor,  her 
transit  being  all  the  way-  accompanied 
by  the  shouting,  and  hallooing  of  those 
into  whose  clutches  she  had  fallen,  and 
the  rest  of  the  attendant  mob,  which  was 
by  this  time  increased  to  a  most  formid- 
able number ;  every  person,  both  old  and 
young,  sound  and  lame,  having  had  suf- 
ficie^lt  time  to  assemble  during  the  delay 

occasioned 
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occdsioned  by  the  calling  at  the  house  of 
Walter  Wharton. 

It  happened,  on  the  day  on  which 
these  circumstances  took  place,  that  Her- 
bert Wharton  was  busily  employed  in 
the  room  of  the  rectory-house  which  he 
had  constituted  his  study,  in  some  avo- 
cation which,  he  was  well  aware,  was  not 
jSt  for  the  publiceye,  and  in  the  prose- 
cution of  which  he  entertained  no  fear 
of  interruption  from  visitors ;  for  the  fact 
was,  that  no  visitor  of  any  sort  or  deno- 
mination,  either  on  business,  or  in  ex- 
change of  the  customary  observances  of 
social  life,  ever  crossed  his  inhospitable 
threshold,  when  he  was  most  disagree- 
ably and  unexpectedly  iviterrupted  in 
his  pursuits,  by  a  violent  knocking  at 
the  door  of  the  apartment,  accompanied 
by  that  species  of  plaintive  and  hideous 
howl  used  by  dumb  persons,  when  moved 
and  agitated  by  strong  fillings  oralarm^ . 

and. 
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and  when  intensely  anxious  to  impart 
toothers  the  causes  of  their  excitement 
or  terrors. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  nature 
of  the  business  on  which  he  was  em- 
ployed,  so  fierce  and  fdrious  was  the 
iKHse  at  the  door  of  the  study,  that  he 
deemed  it  most  prudent  to  suspend  it,  > 
till  he  had  ascertained  the  cause  and  ori- 
gin of  the  unusual  disturbance  and  din ; 
accordingly,  after  a  space  of  several  mi- 
nutes, he  advanced  to  the  door,  and  re- 
moving the  fastenings  with  which  he 
had  on  the  present  occasion  secured  it, 
came  forth,,  and  locking  it  cautiously  af- 
ter him,  fiercely  demanded  the  explana- 
tion of  such  unpardonable  conduct,  for- 
getting, at  the  moment,  that  the  person 
to  whom  he  addressed  himself  was  alike 
incapable  of  understanding  his  words,  or 
of  replying  to  his  interrogatory. 

He  had  however  little  cause  of  conn. 

plaint 
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plamt  against  her  powers  of  comprelien-* 
sion  or  reply ;  for  seizing  him  somewhat 
rudely  by  the  arm,  which  rudeness,  whilst  * 
it  predicted  the  approach  of  something 
of  uncommon  interest  and  novelty,  found 
its  apology  in  the  magnitude  of  what* 
she  had  to  impart,  she  drew  him,  with 
all  her  strength,  to  the  entrance  or  door- 
way of  the  houses  and  pointing  to  a  spot 
about  half-^-mile  distant,  redoubled  the 
incessant  yell  and  moaning  by  which 
the  whole  of  her ^  actions  had  been  at- 
tended. 

Her  master,  somewhat  incensed,  im- 
mediately directed  his  eyes  in  the  direc- 
tion pointed  out,  and  was  not  long  be- 
fore he  beheld  the  subject-matter  of  her- 
unusual  solicitude. and  vehemence. 

He  beheld  a-  krge  mob,  consisting  of 
at  least  three  hundred  persons,  approach^ 
ing,  as  fast  as  they  could,  towards  his 
own  house,  and.  hooting  and  hallooing 

in 
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in  a  most  tremendous  and  deafening 
manner.  It  immediately  struck  him 
that  their  approach  boded  him  no  good, 
^  though  he  was  at  some  loss  to  dis- 
cover in  what  way  he  had  incurred  their 
resentment,  his  own  eonsdence  plainly 
infcn-med  him  that  there  were  many  parts 
of  his  G(»iduct^  whkh,  if  known,  would 
render  him  very  liable  to  such  a  visit. 
His  first  impulse  was  to  secure  the  outer 
door,  and  watch  their  approach  to  the 
house  through  a  small  iron-grated  open* 
ing  with  which  it  was  furnished,  and 
parley  with  them  before  he  admitted 
them  within  his  threshold. 

In  a  few  minutes  they  approached' 
close  to  the  door,  and  finding  it  closed; 
were  preparing  to  knock  and  summon 
those  within  to  their  presence,  when> 
they  were  restrained  by  the  voice  of  the 
fector,  uttering,  in  tcmes  of  ccHumand 
and  admonition — "  Who  are  ye  that,  in 
breach  of  the  peace  and  welLordering  of 

this. 
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this  district,  presume  thus  riotously  to 
meet  together,  and  distract  the  quiet  of 
your  priest  and  rector  ?'* 

"  Reverend  sir,**  replied  their  spokes- 
man, *^  we  should  hardly  have  vouchsafed 
to  have  trespassed  in  this  manner  on 
your  holiness's  glebe,  had  we  not  been 
sent  here  by  your  brother,  who  deputed 
us  thus  fyx  to  seek  your  assistance  and 
advice.** 

"  Your  business,  man  ?  Who  is  that 
woman  so  tightly  bounden  with  cords  ?*' 

**  Gundred  Wolfe,  the  notorious  wHch 
of  Thistledown  Copse.** 

•*  Ay,  Gundred  Wolfe-^loose  her 
forthwith.'* 

"  Your  reverence  must  excuse  us ;  she 
has  destroyed  our  cattle,  and  we  have 
brought  her  to  the  presence  of  your  re- 
verence, by  command  df  the  steward,  to 
dispose  of  her  in  what  way  your  reve- 
rence may  judge  meet;  but  were  we 
now  to  loose  her,  our  labour  woul^ 
doubtless  be  vain,  and  we  should  quick* 
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ly  feel  tenfold  the  injuries^  against  which 
we  are  anxious  her  punisbnient  should 
this  day  be  our  surety .'• 

*"  Fellow,  stasid  cff,  and  leaye  this  wo< 
man  umnolested,  or  you  shall  rue  my  an* 
ger;  call  back  your  companions,  and 
place  her  on  the  ground  dose  to  my  door ; 
I  must  myself  come  forth  and  loosen  her 
bonds,  and  I  will  examine  her  myself; 
stand  back>  I  again  command  ye,  and  fear 
not,  man — she  shall  hwm  no  one  whilst 
in  my  presence.** 

Upon  this  the  whole  party,  in  some 
dismay  at  this  second  rebuff  which  they 
bad  experienced,  and  in  some  fear  lest 
the  adventure  of  the  day  might  not  turn 
out  so  propitiously  as  they  had  expect^ 
ed,  ha^ly  retreated  about  thirty  yards 
from  the  door,  leaving  the  reputed  witch 
tied  neck  and  heels  close  to  the  thresholds 
Herbert  immediately  made  his  appear- 
ance, and  without  any  signs  of  terror  or 
dismay,  unbound  the  beldame,  and  com«* 

manded 
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ihanded  her  to  follow  him  into  the  hotise; 
with  which  command,  to  the  great  re- 
lief of  those  by  whom  this  scene  was  be-^ 
held,  she  instantly  combed,  bowing  her 
head  and  body  in  token  of  obedience  to 
his  commands,  and  treating  him  with  all 
the  defer^ice  bestowed  on  a  person  of 
superior  rank  and  influence. 

The  wondering  mob  widted  not  long 
the  termination  of  this  strange  confer- 
ence. In  less  than  five  minutes  the  rec^ 
tor  reappeared,  and  spoke  thus  to  them 
^^**  YoOr  zeal,  fHend^  has  outstripped 
your  reason  in  this  affiur;  depart  pre^ 
sently  to  your  home»,and  in  future  take 
not  in  hand  things  not  becoming  such 
as  you  to  judge  of  This  woman  is  m^ 
nocent,  and  I  shall  guarantee  her  inno- 
cence from  future  molestation;  away 
presently,  I  command  you,  and  let  your 
quick  obedience  to  my  orders  in  some 
way  atone  for  the  illegal  act  you  have 

this  day  presumed  to  do.'' 

So 
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So  sajring,  he  again  entered  the  house, 
and  shutting  the  door  forcibly  after  him» 
left  his  rural  visitors  in  a  state  of  the 
most  unfeigned  wonder  and  alarm ;  liis 
conduct  and  words  so  completely  neu- 
tralized their  powers  of  actitig,  that  they 
stood  for  several  minutes,  as  if  exposed 
to  the  terrible  glances  of  Medusa,  and 
no  sooner  recovered  their  suspended 
fiincticms,  than  they  betook  themselves! 
to  as  hasty  retreat  as  their  limbs  would 
suffer. 

What  passed  between  Gundred  Wolfe 
and  Herbert  Wharton  was  never  known ; 
it  was  a  subject  on  which  there  were 
various  opinions,  but  none  of  them  were 
creditable  to  the  character  of  the  priest. 

In  short,  this  circumstance  combined, 
with  what  we  have  already  said  of  him, 
to  sink  him  very  low  in  the  estimation 
of  his  parishioners,  and  there  were  not 
wanting  many»  who  extracted  from  all 

these 
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these  things  a  full  conviction  Hiat  he  was 
no  stranger  to  the  diabolical  iniquities 
and  contrivances  of  the  person  he  had 
in  a  manner  rescued  from  their  grasp, 
and  very  little,  if  any  thing,  better,  in 
point  of  character  and  pursuits,  than 
Gundred  herself. 

• 

The  sequestered  situation  of  the  reo 
tory-house,  the  aversion  of  the  rector  to 
pay  or  receive  visits  of  any  kind,  the 
singular  choice  he  had  displayed  in  his 
selection  of  a  servant,  and  the  forbidding 
appearance  of  his  features  and  person,  all 
united  to  give  rise  to  reports  corrobora^ 
tive  of  his  being  devoted  to  unearthly 
and  unhallowed  pursuits. 

Few  persons  were  found  hardy  enough 
to  venture  after  night&ll  near  his  house, 
and  those  who,  in  thdr  search  after  stray 
cattle,  had  been  unwillingly  eompelled 
on  some  occasions  so  to  do,  had  given 
accounts  of  straiige  and  honible  sounds 

proceeding 
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proceeding  from  its  interior,  which  effec- 
tually secured  its  gloomy  inmate  from 
all  fears  of  being  disturbed  in  his  prac- 
tices, be  they  what  they  might,  and  ren- 
dered his  abode  the  securest  retreat  pos- 
sible for  the  perpetration  of  secret  vil- 
Liiny  and  mischief. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 


A  inurdVoas  beast ; 

His  colour  was  betwixt  a  red  and  yellow. 

Chaucer. 

Mr.  Wharton,  conducting  the  two 
strangers  through  a  small  postern  but 
little  used«  and  with  the  key  of  which  he 
had  furnished  himself  before  his  visit  to 
survey  his  treasures,  led  them  in  silence 
to  the  stable,  or,  more  properly  speaking, 
outhouse,  in  which  they  had  left  their 
horses ;  they  were  not  long  in  mounting, 
and  shaking  each  of  them  heartily  by 
the  hand — "  My  friends,**  said  he, "  your 
willingness  to  do  me  this  favour  shall 
not  go  unrewarded;  I  commit  every 
thing  to  your  prudence  and  valour ;  go, 
my  friends,  and  may  success  attend  ye ; 
I  shall  wait  with  impatience  the  favour- 
able issue  of  this  night's  adventure.** 

"Your 
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*  Your  reliance,  Mr.  Wbarton,*  re- 
plied they, ''  is  not  misplaced.  Depend 
upon  our  zeal  in  your  service:  in  less 
than  three  hours  your  enemy  shall  be 
Tor  ever  silenced,  and  incapable  of  work* 
.ng  evil  against— —But  hark !  it  waxeth 
fir  into  the  night  Farewell,  Mr,  Whar- 
ton, till  to-morrow  morning.  Farewdl, 
sir!" 

*'  Gentlemen,  farewell  !* 

With  th^e  words  they  separated,  the 
heavy  sound  of  the  clock  of  Wharton 
House  striking  the  tenth  hour  of  night, 
warning  them  that  they  had  no  time  to 
lose. 

Mr.  Wharton  entered  his  mansion  by 
the  same  postern  through  which  this 
murderous  triumvirate  had  just  passed 
out,  and  repairing  to  the  inhabited  part 
of  his  abode,  sought,  in  the  frpe  indul- 
gence of  Bacchanalian  rites,  to  spend  the 

VOL.  I.  K  rest 
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rest  of  the  interval  between  the  depar- 
ture and  return  of  his  guests;  whilst 
they,  taking  the  road  to  Thrapston, 
pricked  fastly  on,  being  intent  and  ^ager 
to  secure  their  victim,  and  fearful  lest 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  should  not  have 
already  given  him  an  oppprtunity  to 
escape. 

.Though  we  have  as  yet  called  these 
two  personages  by  the  sole  tide  of  the 
"  strangers,"  yet,  as  they  will  not  long 
be  strangers  to  this  narrative,  we  will 
avail  ourselves  of  the  time  their  ride  to 
Thrapston  njust  necessarily  occupy,  to 
shew  a  little  more  fully  than  we  have 
yet  done  who  they  were,  and  what  was 
the  peculiar  nature  of  their  professions  ^ 
and  calling,  premising,  that  though  as   . 
yet  complete  strangers  to  the  reader, 
they  had  both  of  them  long  been  known  . 
to  Nicholas  Wharton,  and  had  frequent-   j 
ly  by  him  been  employed  on  jobs  which 

required 


k 
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required  hard  hearts  and  strong  hands, 
and  not  very  unlike  that  on  which  he 
had  now  dispatched  them. 

He  who  had  been  longest  enrolled 
among  the  fiiends  and  companions  of 
Mr.  Wharton,  and  who  might  be  said 
to  enjoy,  to  thdr  greatest  extent  and 
limits,  the  confidence  and  fiivour  of  that 
precious  gentleman,  was  caUed  Brito 
Spadrone.  By  his  ferocity,  muscular 
strength,  and  bullying  deportment,  he 
had  arrogated  to  himself  a  place  in  so- 
ciety, from  which  nobody  had  been 
found  sufficiently  hardy  to  remove  him, 
and  as  his  bullying  carriage  was  backed 
by  considerable  animal  courage  and  in- 
trepidity, and  by  a  complete  knowledge 
in  the  use  of  every  sort  of  deadly  wea- 
pons, his  pretensions  to  the  assumed 
rank  and  character  of  a  gentleman  and 
cavalier,  in  the  circles  in  which  he 
moved,  were  not  scrutinized  with  very 
scrupulous    accuracy   of  investigation, 

K  a  and 
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and  he  was  saffered  to  pass,  with  silent 
acquiescence,  for  what  he  affirmed  hiih^ 
self  on  all  occasions  to  be. 

,  There  were,  however,  some  persons 
who  remembered  Brito  Spadrone,  when 
hb  figured  in  a  character  not  quite  so 
respectable,  nor  so  dignified  as  that  in 
which  he  had  of  late  appeared.  These 
persons  affirmed,  though  not  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  object  of  their  affirmation, 
and  always  with  an  injunction,  that  their 
auditors  would  preserve  secrecy  as  to 
what  was  communicated,  and  be  cau- 
tious that  their  words  reached  not  the 
etas  of  the  party  discoursed  about,  that 
Spadrone  was  once  well  known  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Fleet  Prison,  and 
in  other  populous  and  dissipated  parts 
of  the  metropolis;  that  he  had  been 
originally  a  constant  attendant  at  the 
bear-gardens  and  cock-pits  of  the  town 
— had  frequently  signalized  himself^  not 
merely  as  a  spectator,  btit  as(  a  performer, 

in 
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in  the  sports  exhibited  in  those  plaoes— 
that  his  prowess,  and  propensity  to  quar- 
lel  and  contention,  were  weU  known  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  old  haunts— 
in  a  word,  that  he  had  been,  at  one  time 
of  his  life,  nothing  else  than  a  hectoring 
brawler  at  taverns  and  alehouses,  a  mere 
public  gladiator  or  swash-buckler,  and 
a  common  nuisance. 

r 

His  manners  and  whole  appearance 
were  strongly  oorroboratiyQ  of  these  as- 
sertions; he  was,  in  person,  extremely 
tall,  long-armed,  ^broad-shouldered,  mus- 
cular, hard-favoured,  and  grim;  his  jvhole 
aspect  partaking  strongly  of  those  gaunt 
and  terror-inspiring  characteristics  which 
cause  those  by  whom  they  are  behdd 
instinctively  to  guard  against  giving 
offence  to  their  possessors; 

The  feattties  of  his  face  had  trespass- 
ed unrelentingly  beyond  what  Lavater 
designates  the  line  of  beauty,  and  enter- 

kS  ed 
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ed  &r  into  the  regions  of  unmingled 
ugliness.  His  nose  vtBs  prodigiously 
long  and  aquiline,  and  seemed,  at  the 
first  glance,  nothing  but  a  oontinuaticm 
of  his  high  narrow  forehead,  there  being 
no  mark  by  which  to  ascertain  the  pre- 
cise or  even. probable  separtttion  of  the 
two  features.  The  curvature  of  the 
bridge  of  this  remarkable  promontoiy 
of  gristle  was  about  midway,  consider- 
ably indented  or  flattened,  apparently 
by  external  violence,  causing  the  feature 
to  diverge  in  a  manner  incompatil^ 
with  comeliness  of  countenance,  and  tb 
overshadow  one  division  of  the  ftoe, 
whilst  it  left  the  other  totally  und^end* 
ed  by  its  desertion.  The  eyes  ware  smafi 
and  grey,  yet  possessing  considerable 
aniination,  but  not  such  ^  was  adspted 
to  conciliate  or  reeemmend.  The  tnou  A 
was  wide  and  ill-formed,  surmounted 
witii  an  enormous  pair  of  mustachios,  of 
the  deepest  red  hair,  and  fiiliged  on  llie 
iower  lip  by  a  thick  coarse  bear^  of  the 

same 
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same  colour  and  appearance.  There 
were  several  scars  of  sword-cuts  on  vari- 
ous  parts  of  the  head  and  face,  and  the 
few  carroty  locks  with  which  the  upper 
part  of  the  occiput  was  furnished,  were 
artfully  arranged  and  combed,  so  as  to 
conceal,  as  far  as  possible,  several  patches^ 
with  which  the  headpiece  of  this  formid- 
able personage  was  disfigured,  and  which 
was  one  reason  why  its  owner  rarely  re- 
moved, except  on  extraordinary  occa- 
dons,  a  huge,  high-crowned,  and  feather- 
bedecked  hat,  which  surmounted  the 
whole  of  his  person. 

tie  was  dressed  in  a  suit  of  scarlet 
doth,  his  vest  being  slashed  and  deco- 
rated with  numerous  small  buttons  and 
trimmings.  His  breeches  were  a  pair 
of  the  enormous  trunk-hose  worn  by 
persons  of  condition  of  the  last  age,  and 
descended  no  lower  than  the  middle  of 
bis  thigh,  where  they  were  met  by  a 
pair  of  doth  stockings,  of  the  same  co- 

K  4  lour. 
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lour,  which,  with  an  immense  pair  oi 
buff  leather  boqts  and  long  gilt  spurs* 
secured  round  his  ancles  by  strong 
chains,  &rmed  the  covering  of  the  rest 
c^  his  legs.  From  his  shoulders  de- 
scended a  sort  of  cloak  or  mantle,  so 
scant  and  short,  as  to  be  of  no  service  to 
the  wearer,  and  which,  contrasted  with 
his  bony  frame  and  stature,  was  perfect- 
ly ridiculous  and  absurd*  By  his  side 
hung  a  rapier,  of  almost  preposterous 
length,  and  in  his  girdle  was  affixed  a 
long;  thin,  three-edged  poniard,  in  the 
use  of  which  he  valued  himself  on  being 
unusually  expert,  in  that  species  of  the 
art  of  attack  and  defence  called  by  pro» 
fidents  and  amateurs  in  such  exerdses, 
•*  sword  and  dagger.** 

At  the  time  of  his  visit  to  Wharton 
House,  he  also  wore  a  poitrel  or  breast* 
plate  of  bright  steel,  and  had  the  whole 
of  his  person  and  dress  entirely  con<^ 
cealed,  from   head  to  heel,  by  a  long 

large 
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hfgB  horaeinaii*s  doak,  of  dark  serge 
or  baize. 


Tbe  appearance  and  manners  of  his 
companion,  captain  Hacco,  though  in 
som6  respects  dififering  fixim  his  own, 
were  not  at  alt  more  prepossessing,  or 
fomied    to   inspire    confidence.    Who 
eaptain  Hacoo  was,  nobody  knew,  with 
certainty,  but  himself,  and^  as  he  was 
not  a  very  communicative  man,  and 
Bever  discoursed  on  his  ori^n,  history, 
or  pursuits,  little  could  >  be  gathered  of 
tbeir  nature  or  respectability ;  the  little, 
however,  that  was  gathered  from  various 
reports,  was  not  very  much  to  his  ho- 
nour n<Nr  honesty.    He  was  said:' to  be  a 
sort  of  sea-ruffian,  something  partaking 
both  of  the  characters  of  a  pirate  i^d  a 
smuggler;  and  he  was  known,  to  he  a 
man  restrained  by  no  feelings  of  justice, 
humanity,  or  compcmction^   from  the 
perpetration  of  any  action,  however  exe^ 

K  5  crable 
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orabk  ori^ainoi]&  He  was  in  penni 
short,  but  strongly  buill^  buUi-nedfed, 
and  bluff-headed ;  his  small  eyes  blood- 
shot and  fiery,  and  the  whole  of  his  daili 
and  sui^mt  features  iaflam^  witfi 
the  effects  of  repeated  intoxication,  and 
clustered  thickly  with,  purpled  carbun* 
des  and  warts ;  his  hair,  whiskei^,  and 
beard,  <^al  raven  hkusk,  and  knolsfed  io 
short  close  curb. 

He  was  habited  in  a  dress  of  ampfair 
bious.  character,  his  body  being  defend- 
ed by  a  rusty  cUirasfl^  and  girded  witfar 
a  stEong'  straight  swordj^  in  the  use  of 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  yaunt  his 
superior  diext^aty  and  adraitoesft' : 

In  their  ride  to  Thsapst^n,  these  two 
woithies,  after  a  short  meiit^trtimina» 
tion,  at  lengtli  broke  sHeneer,  and  held 
the  following  dialogue,  between  Ha&ni- 
sdiws.:— - 

"CaptMi," 
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^  Captaui,**  said  Spadrone,  '*  what 
think  ye  of  this  business?" 

«  Think  r  rejplied  the  other;  ••  I  think 
it  is^  much  like  aU  others  in  which  we 
have  been  employed  by  our  old  ac- 
quaintance, Mr.  Wharton." 

^*  I  am  thinking  so  too ;  but  that  is 
not  exactly  the  answer  I  looked  for.  I 
mean,  do  you  think  it  is  a  business  lik€s> 
ly  to  redound  to  our  benefit,  and  to  put 
coin  in  our  purses?" 

**  Truly  I  do ;  Mr.  Wharton  is  a  man 
of  his  word,  and  will  reward  us  richly" 

"^  That  may  be;  but  when  I  have  my 
fortune  in  mine  own  hands,  I  am  loth 
to  loose  my  giti^,  and  trust  to  the  re- 
wards of  another." 

**  Explain  your  mean^g.  I  am  not 
good  at  tending  riddles*" 

"  Keep  your  honse  dose  to  mine  then»  ^ 
and  betod  your  ear  to  my  voice,  and  I 
will  tell  you  what  has  been  for  some 
time  passing  in  my  thoughts." 

K  6  Captain 
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Captain  Hacoa  did  as  Spadrone  had 
directed  him,  and  the  latter  pcmred 
into  his  ear,  wbichj  in:  every  sense,  was 
''  seriously  inclined''  ta  the  intelligeooe 
communicated,  certain  words,  contaiii- 
ing  the  development  of  fiome  piece  of 
arch  villainy,  with  the  natufe  of  which 
we  shall  not  at  present  acquaint  the 
reader. 

After  some  minutes  spent  in  this 
manner  the  whispering  ceased,  and  with 
a  sudden  self-confident  devation  of  voice» 
Spadrone  exqlaimed— "  Well,  what  say 
ye  to  it?". 

. ''  Fore  God!  dn  ejEoeUent  thought  1 
It  shall  be  done.** 

*^  We.  9nust  ^qf^rise  your  myirmidons 
of  our  meaning,  Whom  have  you 
brought/ with  you  ?!* 

**  Fqut  of 'your  old  fiiecids — Bqttqn, 
La  Piere,  Ifoyrit?,.  and  Bdasca" 

**  Do  they  expect  me?*" 

^  Hiat  do  they,  anxiously.     I  left 

them 


THE  W12^ASD  fVEST.  S05 

them  at  the  Tabard,  in  full  readiness  fojr 
our  return.'' 

**  We  must  instruct  them  what  we 
intend  to  do,  without  loss  of  time.  Now 
silence,  for  I  perceive  we  are  within  a 
few  yards  of  our    appointed  rendes-^ 


vous*" 


The  conversation. immediately  ceased^ 
for  the  speaka:^  were,  t)y  this  time> 
dose  \f}  the  house  of  public  entertain- 
ment at  which  captain  Haoco  had  com-^ 
msu^ided  his  obedient  isatellites  to  await 
his  return,  and  where  he  had  informed 
them  they  would  shortly  be  joined  by 
his  friend  Spadrone.  i 

« 

At  the  door  of  this  village-hostel  stood 
a  man,  closely  enveloped  in  a  horse- 
man's cloak,  ^siniil^r  to  rthat  woiii  by  the 
Qolloqui^,  who  was  immediately  recog- 
nized by  both,  of  them  to  be  one  c^the 
party  of  ruffians  to  wj^m  th^y.  were 
about  to  join  th^QQiselves,  aad  who  also 

perceived. 
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pdrceived,  at  a  glance  (the  moon  at  this 
time  shining  brightly),  wiiom  they  were. 
He  aeeordihgly  iidViineed'  dose  to  the 
side  of  <ja^taili  EtiKXx>,  and,  in  a  low 
voice,  said— i"  I  am  glad  you  are  return- 
ed, captain;  we  feared,  from  your  long 
stay,  that  some  obstacle  had  opposed 
itself  to  our  success." 

'*  Fear  not,  La  il^iere— ^1  goes  right. 
Here  is  our  old  friend  Spadrone  coxKle 
to  assist  us.  Q0  stra^tway  into  the 
house,  and  bid  your  companions  mount 
as  silently  and  quickly  as  they  can,  and 
join  lis  at  the  dump  of  trees  you  see 
yOndfer.  We  have  already  tarried  too 
long,  and  must  use  dispateh,  or  out  la- 
bour will  be  to  no  purpose.** 

•    •        • 

S6  laying,  captain  Hdc^  and  S]^- 
dron^  turning  thdr  boluses  beads,  re^ 
treafed^to  the  spot  the  fcmher  had  just 
pcmited  out;  and  La  Piere,  entering 
the  house,  informed  his  fellow4abourers 
in  tmsdiief,  in  a  mann«  peculiar  to  per- 
sons 


SOBS  of  tiheir  ptdBsmm^  UMitviu  Him 
tobeon  the  alert. 


They  aeeotfcUngiy  att  foiir,  hsyiag^  dis- 
diarged  their  redDonhig,  left  die  house, 
and  nuNiiiting  their  facxpses^  trhich  were 
kiscirdy  eatii^  some  hay^  under  shdtcr 
of  a  neighbouring  shed,  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes joined  their  masters  at  the  ap- 
|iouitcd  plaoei 

As  adte  as  all  sax  of  tberte  iniacreante 
were  assembled  together,  captain  Haeeo 
kifojiioed  them,  in  detail,'  and^vrith  re^ 
qnpbte  minutctaess^  of  tibe  jbb.in  wfaai^ 
th^  DPtere  going .  fo  be  en^UploT^^,  and 
a  coimcU  of  wat  wiis  immediatdy  h^ 
as  to  tiie>  best  nnBaer^  in  whikdi  his 
wisW/shwU  b^  oanfied  into?  exeeu* 

• 
Thmr  finst  al^  was  to  ride  complete* 
ly  roimd  the  outihints  of  the .  ^tillage, . 
and  gain  the  furthfiTr^  extttnlitgri  of  it 

without 
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Spadrone,  though,  from  the  obscurity 
in  which  every  thing  in  the  chamber 
was  enveloped,  was  unable,  correctly, 
to  distinguish  the  features  of  the  su- 
perior' if  the  three  persons,  observed, 
with  considerable  satisfaction,  that,  from 
what  he  could  make  out  of  him,  he  tallied, 
in  shape  and  dimensions,  precisely  with 
the  description  given  by  Mr.  Wharton  of 
Ills  late  steward ;  and  this  opinion  was 
confirmed,  by  his  observing  two  horses, 
ready  bridled  and  sad.dled,  awaiting 
their  riders  on  the  side  of  the  house,  to 
which  they  were  secmred,  by  their  reins 
being  fkstened  to  a  rusty  hook  which 
projected  from  the  wall. 

He  needed  no  more  corroboration  of 
ihe  stranger  being  the  person  of  whom 
they  ivere  come  in  search,  and,  in  High 
exultation  of  the  hitherto-fortunate  pro- 
gresk  of  the  bu^ness,  retufned,  cau- 
tiously and  unobservedly,  to  his  coin- 
,  panions. 

••WeU. 
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"  Well,  comrade,**  whispered  captain 
Hacoo,  as  soon  as  the  other  was  suffici- 
ently dose  to  hear  hira,  **  vfhkt  suc- 
cess?* 

**  All  goes  weB,**  replied  Spadrone. 
"^  I  was  afraid  the  bird  was  flown ;  but 
I  have  found  that  he  has  not  yet  left 
the  cage.** 

'^  Whom  saw  ye  through  the  base- 
ment ?** 

**  The  late  steward,  his  servant,  and 
some  other  boor  or  rustic* 
"  Siaw  you  their  horses  ?** 
**  Yeis,  there  are  two  horses  tied  to 
the  side  of  the  house/* 

**  Two!  Thafs  against  us.  What 
are  w^  to  do  with  his  attendant,  should 
feejr  both  set  off  together?** 

**  You  need  not  fe^  their  so  doing; 
I  heard  the  servant  wish  the  otTier  two 
good-night,  and  distinctly  say,  that  he 
should  forthwith  ride  home,  ^t  hush ! 
fau^!  the  door  W  dpened,  sud  1  se^ 
BOiae  one  about  to  depart.* 

"HushP* 
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"Hushr 

At  this  instant  the  door  of  the  Flask 
was  opened,  and  two  persons  emeiged 
from  the  interior,  who  were  immediate- 
ly repognised  by  Spadrone,  who  apprised 
his  companions  thereof^  to  be  the  stew- 
ard and  his  servant 

The  whole  party  were  in  eager  readi- 
ness for  the  completion  of  their  mur- 
derous plot,  and  were  in  a  few  ii[^)ment$ 
highly  pleased,  by  seeing  their  victim 
and  his  servant  separate;  the  former 
taking  the  road  down  an  obscure  cross 
lane,  almost  opposite  the  spot  op  winch 
they  were  stationed,  and  the  latjter  trot- 
ting fastly  down  what  might  be  called 
the  main  street  of  the  viUage^  in  the 
direction  of  the  road  to  Whaitoa  Park. 

•      •       • 

''Fore  God!  this  is  lucky T  exdaim- 
ed  Haocc^  as  soon  as  he  perceived  the  ill- 
fated  victim  of  his  sanguinaiy  solicitiide 

some 
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same  yards  down  the  lane.  "  Follow 
me,  mj  friends,  and  our  success  is  cer- 
tain.'* 

**  Hold  back  a  few  minutes,  and  be  as 
quiet  as  ye  can.  If  we  follow  too  close- 
ly on  his  heels,  we  shall  be  discovered, 
and  he  will  alarm  the  village,"  whisper- 
ed Spadrone,  whose  caution  was  greater 
than  that  of  his  fellow-commander,  re- 
straining the  eagerness  of  the  miscre- 
ants to  rush  upon  their  prey,  which  he 
in  some  measure  succeeded  in  doing,  till 
he  judged  it  expedient  to  order  them 
to  advance,  which  after  a  short  time  he 
did,  and  the  whole  party  rode  forward 
at  his  command,  across  the  greensward, 
on  which  they  had  been  picketted,  t6 
the  entrance  of  the  lane  down  which 
the  horseman  had  disappeared.  . 

Here  he  again  caused  them  to  halt, 
and  commanding  them  not  to  enter  the 
ane  till  he  should  be  completely  out  of 
^earing,  he  rode  briskly  forward. 

The 
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The  sound  of  his  horse's  hoofs  soon 
ceased  to  vibrate  on  their  ears,  and 
deeming  themselves  by  this  time  at  full 
liberty  to  follow  the  direction  he  had 
taken,  they  put  spurs  to  their  horses, 
and  entered  the  lane,  down  which  he 
had  a  few  minutes  before  vanished  from 
their  eyes. 

This  fatal  lane  was  exceedingly  nar< 
row,  and  overshadowed  and  almost  over- 
hung on  both  sides  by  two  precipi- 
tous, and  lofty  banks,  from  the  tops  of 
which  numerous  oak  and  beech  trees 
projected  their  huge  branches  and  um- 
brageous arms,  and  wove  a  perfect  cano- 
py, of  leaves  above  the  heads  of  those 
who  passed  beneath  them.  I'he  lane 
was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length, 
terminating  in  a  deep  valley,  of  small 
dimensions,  the  proclivity  of  the  sur- 
rounding hills  being  unusually  abrupt 
and  steep. 

This 
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This  valley,  from  the  tradition^uy  tales 
which  were  in  circulation  of  variou3 
misdeeds  which  had  been  perpetrated 
within  its  limits,  was  in  veiy  bad  report 
and  reputation,  and  had,  in  consequence, 
obtained  the  ominous  designation  of  the 
"  Murderer's  Hole."  On  diverging  from 
its  entrance,  nothing  was  to  be  beheld, 
for  several  miles,  but  a  flat,  bleak,  un- 
cultivated common  or  moor. 

Spadrone,  riding  quickly  down  the 
lane,  was  not  long  before  he  came  up 
with  the  person  of  whom  he  was  in  pur- 
suit ;  and  trotting  his  horse  close  up^  to 
his  side,  immediately  reined  him  up, 
the  stranger's  horse  being  only  in .  a 
walk,  and  making  a  low  inclination  of 
his  body,  addressed  him  with  the  usual 
formula  of  self-introduction  on  such 
occasions,  and  at  such  time  of  night. 

"  A  good-night  to  you,  sir !" 
"  Good-night,  sir !" 

"lam 
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"I  am  glad  to  think  I  have  met  with 
you,  sir,  riding  alone,  at  so  late  an  hour, 
being  a  thing  I  am  nowise  partial  to.** 

*•  Indeed,  sir  T 

•*  This  part  of  the  country,  I  am  told, 
is  not  deemed  over  safe  for  travellers.'* 

•*  There  are  certainly  some  idle  re- 
ports not^much  to  its  credit." 
.  •*  What  is  the  nature  of  them,  sir?" 

"  By  asking  me  that  question,  I  pre- 
sume you  are  a  stranger  to  this  part  of 
Northamptonshire  ?" 

"  You  are  right,  sir — 1  am  a  total 
stranger  in  these  parts.  Will  you  be 
kind  enough  to  inform  me  of  the  nature 
of  the  reports  which  you  mentioned 
just  now  ?" 

"  I  would,  sir,  willingly  comply  with 
your  request;  but  the  reports  are  really 
so  vague,  .and  so  little  worthy  of  credit, 
that  it  would  be  complete  waste  of  time 
and  breath  to  describe  them." 

By  this  time  they  had  reached  the 

termination 
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termination  of  the  lane,  and  entered  the 
ill-titled  valley. 

The  stranger,  after  a  short  interrup- 
tion of  the  dialogue,  resumed—**  This 
spot  on  which  we  now  are  is  famed,  far 
mi  near,  for  being  the  scene  of  bloody 
deeds,  and  is,  for  that  reason,  called,  by 
the  peasantry,  the  *  Murderer's  Hole/ 
Report  says,  that  on  this  very  spot,  a 
fearful  murder,  attended  by  several 
circumstances  of  horrible  aggravation, 
was,  many  years  back,  committed.  But 
though  I  have  long  resided  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, and  conversed  frequently  on 
the  subject  witii  some  of  the  oldest  in« 
habitants,  I  have  never  been  able  to  get 
at  the  rights  of  the  story,  and  I  am  in- 
dined  to  think  it  deserving  of  very  little 
credit** 

"  You  do  then  believe  the  reports  to 
be  true?"  observed  Spadrone. 

"  No,  really  I  do  not,  sir,** 

"  Neither,  I  suppose^  do  you  give 
VOL,  L  L  credence 
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credence  to  flie  rumours  which  report  it 
dangerous  to  ride  in  this  valley  after 
dark?" 

♦*  No,  I  do  not" 

**  ITben  thus  I  cure  your  incredolity/' 

With  these  words,  padrone,  with  an 
extraordinary  exertioai  of  agility  andt%, 
strength,  sprung  suddenly  frooii  his  own 
saddle,  and  gained  a  secure  seat  upon  the 
horse  of  bis  neighbour,  immediately  be- 
hind him,  and  passing  his  long  bony  arms 
completely  round  the  person  of  the  aston- 
ished stranger,  before  he  had  time  to  offer 
any  resistance,  he  grasped  hk  wrists 
firmly,  and  effectually  restrained  him 
from  escape  or  defence. 

The  horse  plunged  and  reaped  vio- 
lently, and  in  vain  endeavoured  to  rid 
himself  €£  iids  double  load;  both  his 
riders  sat  firmly  in  their  seats,  and  the 
one  on  the  crupper^  giving  a  shrill  and 
pierdingwhisde,. which  made  the  vibrat- 
ing 
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ing  ^ohoesfmg  Mound  them,  was  in  a 
few  miikutes  joined  by  his  five  assistants. 

The  whole  group  closed  quickly  round 
the  iU-fiited  and  stru^Ung  captive ;  in 
their  attempt  to  bind  him  widi  cords, 
wh^h  were  produced  fnmi  the  pocket 
of  captain  Hacco,  he  made  the  most  vio- 
lent ^orts  to  escape  from  their  clutches, 
and,  in  the  confusion  and  darkness  of 
the  night,  would  perhaps  have  effected 
Ids  purpose,  in  spite  of  thdr  numbers,  if 
one  of  the  party,  being  fearful  of  such  a 
catastrophe  to  their  labours,  had  not 
suddenly  raised  a  huge  whq>,  the  handle 
of  which  was  loaded  with  lead,  and  be- 
stowed  a  blow  on  his  head  which  no- 
tiling  could  resist. 

The  miserable  man  immediately  fell 
lifeless  to  the  earth,  and  was  in  that  con- 
dition  secured,  with  as  mudi  haste  as 
possible,  cm  the  horse  of  one  of  the  ruf- 
fians, his  own  having,  during  the  scuffle 

L  2  which 
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which  took  place  before'  the  infliction  o( 
the  blow,  made  the  best  use  of  his  heels, 
and  galloped  across  the  heath. 

The  whole  party  were  not  long  irt  re- 
mountingy  and  with  their  senseless  bur- 
den took  directly  for  -  the  open  country 
beyond  the  valley,  and  dashing  their 
spurs  into  their  horses'  sides,  were  soon 
lost  in  the  obscurity  with  w^iich  the 
whole  face  of  natuire  was  by  this  time 
thickly  enveloped. 

The  dawning  day  found  Nicholas 
Wharton  unrefreshed  by  the  influence 
of  sleep;  he  had,  in  fact,  been  out  of 
bed  the  whole  night,  his  anxiety  for  the 
success  of  the  .detestable  business  on 
which  he  had  dispatched  his  two  par- 
ticular friends  repelling  all  the  narcotic 
influence  of  the  huge  bumpers  of  claret 
which  he  had  been,  since  their  depar- 
ture, with  very  little  cessation,  pouring 
down  his  feverish  throat. 

In 
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In  order  to  amuse  the  leisure  thus 

• 

afforded,  and  make  amusement  and  pro- 
fit combine,  he  placed  upon  the  table  be- 
fore  him  a  sort  of  map,  or  plan  of  his 
estate,  t€>gether  with  the  account-books 
of  his  recently-discharged  steward,  from 
a  joint  examination  and  perusal  of 
which  two  interesting  productions,  he 
doubted  not  that  methods  might  be  con- 
trived to  increase  the  rents  of  his  al- 
ready-groaning tenantry,  and  cram  his 
coffers  with  still  greater  accumulations' 
of  wealth. 

The  fate  of  his  brother,  and  the  bloody 
doom  to  which  he  had  consigned  him, 
caused  but  little  compunction  on  his 
callous  conscience;  and  the  few  com- 
punctious visitations  which  did  arise  in 
his  breast,  he  laboured,  with  success,  to 
combat  with  justifications  extracted  from 
the  avaricious  disposition  of  his  soul, 
and  his  right  to  secure  his  own  life  and 
character,  at  the  expence  of  destroying 

L  3  those 
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those  by  whom  they  were  threftteiied 
and  assailed.  In  h»  calculaftions,  he 
however  overkK)ked  the  importimt  fea* 
tuTe^  that  he  bad  himself  been  the  aggres- 
sor,  and  that  his  safety  had  not  been 
threatened  by  his  unhappy  brother,  unti) 
after  be  himself  had  thrown  the  first  stone, 
aiid  ^ven  the  first  cause  c^  offence. 

The  early  bad  halnts  ci  hk  boyish 
K(e»  when  he  wandered,  unrestrained  hy 
feproof,  and  uninstructed  by  informa- 
tion  of  any  kind,  had  been  oorr^boratecl 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  had  passed 
his  days  since  the  period  <£  his  having 
become  the  sole  po^essor  of  bis  father^s 
ample  riches,  and  the  evil  c6mpaliy  with 
which  he  had  mixed.  Gifted  by  nature- 
with  strong  appetites,  and  furnished  by 
fortune  with  every  means  ft)r  theii^  gra*- 
tifi^ation,  he  had  not  stinted  himse^  i^ 
pafTtaking  freely  of  what  he  ^feety  call* 
ed  the  pleasures  of  life,  and>  in  the  ar« 
dour  of  his  pursuit  of  these  erimi^al 

enjoyments. 
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eojd jmet)ts»  woald^  witbout  doablv  have 
cQBsidenUy  ii^ured  his  fi^nne,  large 
as  it  was^  if  his  insatiable  avarioe  had 
not  every  now  and  then  opposed  his 
propensity  for  dissipation  and  display^ 
and  kept  his  fiches  unimpairedv  or  more 
properly  speaking,  had  not  eontinually 
increased  them. 

Tbns^  in  his  breast  tbefe  was  little, 
perhapt  no  straggle  between  virtue  and 
viov;  the  oidy  conflicts  which  distarbed 
Ids  gaiity  apathy  arose  from  the  0011^* 
tentions  of  opposing  vices ;  the  niggard 
one  while  excluding  the  profligate ;  and 
one  while  the  profligate  triumphantly 
ousting  the  miser.  Strange  and  incon-' 
sistest  witii  itsdf  as  such  a  characfer 
amy  appear,  a  small  acquaintance  witfal 
the  human  heart,  and  the  dmradterS'  of 
real  life,  will  shew  that  it  is,  unhappily, 
far  from  being  a  rare  one ;  fuid  was  tbisi 
a  fitting  place  to  moralize,  or  were  we 
dii^sed  so  to  do,  a  warning  might  be 

L  4  drawn 
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drawn  from  the  history  of  the  thiree 
Whartons,  of  the  incalculable  mischiefs 
parents  entail  on  their  offsprings  by  not 
bestowing  a  proper  degree  of  attention 
on  their  education,  and  by  not  attentive- 
ly examining  the  seeds  of  evil  in  their 
budy  and  extracting  carefully  and  com- 
pletely, before  they  become  too  deeply 
rooted  in  the  heart  and  disposition,  to  be 
impossible  to  be  removed.  But  we  re- 
sume our  narrative,  leaving  to  those 
better  adapted  for  such  tasks  the  enforce- 
ment of  truths,  to  which  we  have  but 
passingly  adverted; 

About  midday  Mr.  Wharton  was 
awakened  from  a  heavy  nap,  which,  in 
spite  of  his  anxiety,  had  at  length  sealed 
his  eyes  and  senses  in  temporary  obli- 
vion, by  the  knocking  of  some  one  at 
the  door  of  the  apartment  in  which  he 
had  been  spending  the  night 

He  started  violently  from  the  huge 

chair 
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chair  on  which  he  had  thrown  himself^ 
and  was  some  seconds  before  he  could 
sufficiently  recover  from  the  heavy  stu- 
por with  which  the  inebriating  effects  of 
his  repeated  libations  to  the  shrine  of 
the  rosy  god  had  overwhelmed  him, 
and  for  a  short  space  of  time  stared 
wildly  around  upon  the  vacant  room,, 
labouring  apparently  under  the  impres- 
sion  of  a  frightful  dream,  from  the  per- 
turbations of  which  it  was  evident  he 
was  not  fully  recovered.  As  .the  knock-- 
ing  at  the  door  was  repeated  with  in*- 
creased  force,  he  softly  whispered — 
"  There!  there!  The  aip  isr  nipping, 
cold.  Now  come  away;,  we  have  no^ 
time  to  lose.? 

These-  mysterious:  words  were  sue-- 
ceeded  by  his  again  sinking  on  the  seat, . 
and    sleep    again:  completely  resumed 
over  his   senses;  the  power  which  the 
noise  at  the  doophad  been  on  the  point, 
of  dissipating. 

L  5-  He 
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He  was  boiNreVer  booh'  destioed  to 
suffer  a  further  interruption  of  his  trou^ 
bled  nap^  for  diekDocking  becatne  every 
moment  more  loitd  and  imperative.  It 
was,  however,  severdi:  minutes  before  he 
was  suffidentily  roused  from  his  torpid 
state,  and  not  before  other  words  of  fear- 
ful import  had  escaped  his  lips^  amongst 
which  the  most  prominent  were — ^  How 
fiill  of  Uood  he  is!  Heed  not  his 
struggles!^  aecempanied  with  an  h3rs- 
terical  laugh^  to  be  in  a  proper  oondi* 
tion  to^  attend  to  the  incessant  suia> 
mens  which  rattled  on  the  panel  of  the 
door* 

A&  soon  as  he  had  entirely  thrown  off 
the  |;rammels  of  Morpheus,  and,  by  a 
prodigious,  exertion,,  both  of  his  bodily 
and  mental  powers,  refieved  himself  in 
some  degree,  fix>m  the  terrible  sensations 
to  which  his  vision  had  given  rise,  he 
drew  back  the  bolt  by  wbidi  the  pii> 
Vacy  of  his  apartment  was  secured,, an^ 

with 
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with  a  Toice  in  which  eager  expectation 
of  the.  acrival  of  some  inteUigence  of 
importance  was  strongly  visible,  inquir** 
ed—«  Who  knocks?" 

"^  It  is  I,  Curtis,  your  faithful  por* 
ter.** 

**  What  da  you  want?** 

^  A  gentleman,  who  seems  to  have 
lidden  hard,  is  just  arrived,  and 
eraves  instant  admittance  to  your  pre- 
sence.** 

"  Did  he  give  his  name  ?^ 

"  Spadrone." 

**  Instantly  admit  liim  to  my  pre-^ 
sence,'* 

Curtii^  upon  this,  made  the  best  of 
bis  way  back  to  the  hall^.  in  which  he 
hsd  left  our  old  friend  Spadrone;  and 
lilr*.  Wharton,  with  increasing  anxiety 
foTi  the  inteUigence  of  which  he  predict- 
ed that  worthy  to  be  the  bearer,,  paced 
hastily  up>  and  down  the  floor  of  his 
agaitmenty^soliloquiaing,  shortly  in  anti« 

L&  dpatioui 
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cipation  of  the  coming  news.— "Well 
then,  at  length  I  am  safe,  and  Walter 
Wharton  can  no  more  impeach  me, 
These  men^  fear  not,  for  were  they 
inclined  to  turn  recreant  to  mj  service, 
who  would  believe  their  evidence  ?  Be- 
sides, they  are  too  fuHy  iii  my  power 
for  me  to  dread  treachery  at  their  hands, 
and  I  will  secure  their  leader  by  large 
rewards^  and  larger  promises  of  future 
gain." 

This  conversation  with  himself  was 
broken  short  by  the  arrival  and  entrance 
into  the  apartment  of  the  person  who 
formed  part  of  its  subject-matter. 

Motioning  Spadrone  to  be  seated,  with 
which  that  personage  immediately  com- 
plied, Mr.  Wharton  followed  Curtis, 
who  had  accompanied  him  to  the  thres- 
hold of  the  room,  across  a  small  apart- 
ment, which  formed  a  sort  of  anticham- 
ber  to  that  in  which  Spadrone  was  seat- 
ed. 
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edy  and  having  seen  him  completely  be* 
yond  its  vei^,  seoirely  fastened  the 
door.  He  then  returned  to  hisawtdt- 
ing  friend,  and  having  also  fastened  the 
door  of  bis  inner  apartment^  broke  si- 
lence in  these  words — **  I  have  secured 
our  words  against  eaves-dropping  knaves*^ 
Now  teQ  me,  my  most  £uthful  friend^ 
have  you  good  news  for  me  ?" 

•*  I  have,"  returned  the  other.    "  Yovt 
need  no  longer  dread  your  enemy." 
«  Tell  me,  is  be  dead  P** 
'^  Ay,,  marry,,  sir,  that  is  be."' 
**-  But  say»  Spadrone,.  sawest  thou  him 
ifcad?" 

"  As.  surely  dead  a&  is^  your  grands 
father," 
'^ What  didst  ye  with  the  body?" 
*^  That  too  has  been^  provided  for,,  and 
now  lies  full  five  and  twenty  miles  from 
this  house,  safely  secured  in  a  dry  draw- 
well,  sixty  good  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  and  weU  covered  with  turf, 
stones,  rubbish,  and  green  gorze." 

Whatever 
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Wliatever  m%ht  ba^e  been  Mr. 
Wharton's  exultations  at  the  communi'- 
eations  just  made^  still  he  Gould  not,  for 
a  few  seoondsy  entirety  divest  himself  of 
certain  disagreeable  sensations,  wbidi^ 
the  cold-blooded  description  of  the  niur« 
der  of  his  brother,  iii  spite  of  his  san- 
guinary and  unrelenting  hardihood  of 
disposition,,  failed  not,  in  some  measnre, 
to  inspire ;  conscience  too  was  in  some 
degree  awakened,,  at  the  magnitude  of 
the  crime  which,^  by  bis  instigaticm,  had 
been  just  committed,  and  it  might  be 
that  he  saw  consequenees  attending  its 
commission,  tiie  probability  of  which 
but  four  and  twenty  houis  before  he 
had  not  contemplated. 

The  presence  of  Sfxadione^  though  it 
treated  an  instinctive  shuddering,  was 
at  the  same  time  an  assurance  of  safety, 
and  residving,  at  all  events^  to  get  rid  of 
feelings  which  were  disagreeable  iotru- 
ders  in  his.  breast^,  he  filled  a  hi^  goh* 

let 
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let  of  wine,  and  turaing  to  his  wilting^ 
satellite,  exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  hearti- 
ness and  ooMiliaticffih- ^^^  Spadrone,  my 
honest  add  tiled  friend,  I  thank  thee, 
from  mj  heart,  for  the  service  you  have, 
done  me.  You  have  rid  me  of  my  bit* 
terait  foe.  ^  Commmd  <^  me  what  re- 
ward  you  shall  judge  fit  for  such  a  ser*^ 
vice,  and  fear  not  that  my  gratitude 
should  not  be  equal  to  my  riches.  Mean- 
While,  I  drink  success  to  you,  and  may 
the  exploits  in  which  you  peril  your 
safety  be  always  followed  by  a  propi* 
tious  consummation !" 

So  sayingr  he  swaHbwed  the  wine, 
and  Spadrone  having,  by  his  direction, 
helped  himself  to  a  cup  of  the  same 
beverage,  returned  thanks  for  the  good 
epinion  Mr..  Wharton  liad  thought  pro- 
per to  express  towards  him,  and  drank, 
to  the  destruction. of  his  othser  enemies. 

"Tell  nu^"  again.  said.Mc  Wharton^ 

"what 
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"  what  recompence  do  you  demand  for 
this  last  piece  of  service  ?** 

**  My  companion  in  this  business, 
captain  Hacco,  and  myself,  are  both  con- 
tent to  abide  by  your  generosity,  Mr. 
Wharton;'' 

"  You  shall  not  be  losers^by  so  doing.. 
Seest  thou  this  colTer  ?" 

Here  he  pointed  to  a  curious  antique* 
box,  apparently,  from  its  strength  and^ 
construction,  designed  for  the  saffe-keep-- 
ing  of  costly  treasure,  and  things  of 
great  valuCi. 

« 

**  Yes,,  sir,  I  do,"  replied  Spadrone,. 
directing  his  eyes  to  the  spot  on  which  > 
it  stood; 

«  This  coffer  is  filled  with  gold;  and: 
I  give  it  you  and  your  friend^  as  a  mark 
of  the  estimation  in  which  I  hold  the 
servicer  you  have  done  me.  Be  faithful, 
to  me,  and  you  shall  not  find  this  the 
sole  largess  I  mean  to  bestow*.   Take  it, . 

man^> 


THE  WIZARD  PRIEST.  t88 

inan;  you  will  find  it  of  some  value. 
But  ocHioeal  it  in  your  cloak,  in  such  a 
way  as  not  to  be  seen  by  the  servants : 
and  now  I  must,  for  the  present,  bid 
you  farewelL  It  will  be  better  for  you 
to  retreat  fix>m  this  neighbourhood  for  a 
short  space ;  when  I  deem  it  expedient 
for  you  to  return,  I  will  apprise  you  of 
my  wishes  for  your  presence,  and  keep 
you  near  my  person.** 

Spadrone,  in  compliance  with  the  di- 
rections of  Mr.  Wharton,  laid  hold  of 
the  coffer,  which  he  clutched  firmly  in 
his  capadous  hands,  holding  it  with  as 
much  force  and  strength  as  if  he  had 
been  fearfol  of  some  one's  attempting  to 
ravish  it,  by  violence,  firom  his  posses- 
sion, and  without  delay  concealed  it,  as 
well  as  its  weight  and  bulk  would  ad- 
mit of,  in  the  folds  of  his  huge  ck)ak. 
He  then  turned  to  Mr.  Wharton,  and, 
in  the  name  of  himself  and  his  com- 
panions, returned  thanks,  for  the  dona* 

tion,, 


894  THE  WIZARD  PBIB8T« 

tied  with  whieh  he  waa  invested,  and 
took  hia  departure  from  the  presenoe  of 
his  patron^  who,  feHot^ix^  him  to  the 
threshold  of  the  outer  roonir  garve  Um 
egress,  and  desired  him  to  assure  his 
assoeiates  of  Im  sdykcHude  for  their  wel« 
&ra 

S|^adrone  was^  soon  once  ittore  mounts 
ed  on  his  trusty  steec^  whidi  had^  dor* 
ing  this  interview,  been  waiting  his  re- 
turn, at  tibe  gate  of  the  mansion,  and  he 
eontrivedl  to  effect  his  retresdt  with  his 
ponderous  booty,  wiidaiioitt  any  of  the 
servants  havii^  notiosd  the  iiaftare  of 
his  burth6n»  or  suspeeted  the  particulars 
of  the  businesa  he  had  come  to  impart 
to  their  haughty  master. 

As  sooft  88  he  was  retired,  Mr.  Whar- 
ton Resumed  his  employment  of  looking 
over  the  account-boohs  of  his  brother, 
and  was  proceeding  with  great  avidity 
in  that  iiitaresling  study^  when  he  was 

again 
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9g&i  intCTfupted  by  Curtis  knocking 
at  the  door  of  his  a^art&tent. 

Irritated  by  being  intennipted  in  his 
&vourite  pursuit,  and  at  the  very  mo^ 
ment  when  he  had  nearly  brought  a 
perplexing  cafeuhtjon  to  the  wished-for 
completion^  he  hastily  exdadmect^  m  no 
Tery  dulcet  tones— •"  What  want  ye, 
Curtis?" 

"*  Please  ye»  sir,  GS^s  the  hind  in- 
tieats  to  see  ya" 

^*  Whom  say  ye?'* 

*"  Roger  Gilks,  sir,  the  ste^nrard's  hind,' 
fioai  the  lodga'' 

^  Dismiss  him  from  the  door.  And 
hark  ye,  Curtis,  be  careful  I  am  not 
again  broke  in  i:rpon  with  these  saucy 
intenraptions.** 

UpDiy  this  tlie  fx>rter,  afaurmed  at  the 
tone  ilk  i^hich  his  master  addressed  faim,- 
was  not  long  in  complying  with  his 
commands;    and   the  other,   deeming 

himself 


886  THE  WIZARD  PEIE8T; 

himself  at  last  relieved  from  further 
hindrances,  applied  himself  once  more^ 
with  grave  attention,  to  the  unravel- 
Inent  of  several  very  intricate  calcula- 
tions and  accounts. 

He  was  not,  however,  long  permitted 
to  exult  in  the  freedom  from  interrup- 
tion which  be  flattered  himself  he  had 
at  length  obtained,  for,  in  a  few  mo« 
ments  after  the  retreat  of  Curtis,  hasty 
footsteps,  and  voices,  in  tones  of  alterca* 
tion,  were  heard  approaching  the  door, 
against  which,  in  an  instant  after,  a  most 
vehement  knocking  was  applied  to  the 
door. 

Mr.  Wharton's  iiasdble  feelings  were 
now  thoroughly  aroused,  and  he  resolved 
immediately  to  give  them  vent ;  accord- 
ingly»  he  seized  in  one  hand  a  strong  whip, 
or  rather  whalebone  riding-rod,  bound 
round  and  knotted  with  thin  cord,  and 
rushing  to  the  door^  drew  back  the  bolt,. 

threw 
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threw  it  wide  open  with  a  forcible  jerk, 
and  gave  admittance  to  a  sawney-like, 
straight-haired,  gaping  peasant,  who, 
unconscious  of  the  animosity  he  had 
excited  in  the  mind  of  the  master  of  the 
prenaises,  entered  fearlessly  and  with  an 
awkward  bow,  forthwith  into  the  apart- 
ment 

Before,  however,  the  rustic  could  ele- 
vate his  body  to  its  proper  elevation 
irom  the  curvature  to  which  his  attempt 
at  being  polite  had  reduced  it,  he  was 
disagreeably  impressed  with  a  full  convic- 
tion of  the  truth  of  what  had  been  told 
him  by  Curtis,  of  the  danger  of  ventur- 
ing into  Mr.  Wharton's  presence,  when 
that  gentleman  was  not  in  a  humour  to 
receive  visitors,  for  the  furious  tyrant 
bestowed  two  or  three  such  furious  blows 
upon  his  head  and  shoulders,  that  his 
foot  sUpping,  in  his  attempt  at  escape, 
he  M  sprawling,  '*  with  hideous  ruin," 

prone 
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prone  on  the  flooring  cf  the  room,  ex- 
daiming;  in  most  dolorous  tone-— ^  For 
God's  sake,  Mr.  Wharton,  desist  V" 

^*  Who  are  je^  beggar,  that  darst 
thus  intrude  upon  me  ?^ 

"  I  am  IU)gcr  Gilks,  your  brother 
Nicholas's  hind  and  serving-man,"  an- 
swered the  prostrate  wretch,  his  tormen- 
tor still  standing  over  him,  and  flourish- 
,  ing  the  instrument  of  bis  fears  and  puis, 
as  if  about  again  to  strike. 

**  Your  business,  fellow?  Speak 
quickly !" 

"  Your  brother  and  his  wife  are  fled." 

"  What  is  that  to  me,  sirrah  ?  When 
did  they  flee  ?" 

*^  Alas !  your  honour,  I  know  not 
Your  honour's  brother  last  night  sent 
me  to  the  Flask,  at  Thrapston— — " 

"  Fellow,  no  more!"  roared  Mr. 
Wharton,  to  whom  this  oonvarsation 
had  become  unusually  disagreeable  and 
irksome ;  '^  get  up,  and  quit  the  house 

presently, 
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presently,  or  yon  ^U  sorely  rue  this 
intni^n  on  my  quiet  Begone,  I  say ! 
No  iiK»e,  fi^ow  !    Begone  I** 

Gilks  gained  his  legs  as  speedily  as  he 
could,  and  taking  the  advice  of  his  late 
master's  brother,  decamped  as  fast  as 
th^  would  carry  him,  his  exit  being 
accelerated  by  a  violent  kick  and  shove 
from  his  adviser,  which  sent  him  actu- . 
ally  flying  out  of  the  apartment;  and 
rubbing  his  shoulders,  and  in  great  dis- 
may, he  was  soon  seen,  by  the  servants 
of  the  house,  making  the  best  of  his  way 
across  the  park,  never  slackening  his 
speed  till  he  had  reached  its  limits,  and 
gained  the  open  country. 

Mr.  Wharton  being  now  morally  cer- 
tain that  the  punishment  he  had  just 
bestowed  would  be  most  salutary  in  its 
effects,  and  in  some  measure  alarmed  at 
the  intelligence  which  he  had  heard  from 
the  lips  o£  the  bind,  and  iearful  that  he 

might 
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might  have  uttered  more  than  he  was 
willing  should  be  made  public,  retired, 
in  a  most  fretful  and  gloomy  mood,  to 
complete  the  labours  he  had  taken  in 
hand. 
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•Start  eyes— 


Split  heart — burst  every  vein  at  this  dire  object. 

Com  CRETE. 

1:  ROM  the  ^eenes  of  horror  transact^ 
ing  in  Wharton  House,  and  the  rectorial 
domidie  of  die  parish-priest,  and  from 
their  guiUy  inmates,  we  turn  with  plea- 
sure to  the  contemplation  of  what  had 
heen  meanwiiile  going  on  at  the  seat  df 
oar  old  friend,  sur  Harbottle  Cutts,  anfi 
bis  &iml J,  the  members  oH  wfaidi,  in- 
tent cnly  on  works  of  charity  and  be- 
y(»u  II.  B  nevolence. 
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nevolence,  and  undisturbed  by  the  agi- 
tation of  conflicting  vices  and  triumph- 
ant crime,  passed  cheerfully  along  the 
unruffled  stream  of  their  contented  ex- 
istence, and  free  from  the  delusions  of 
ambition,  or  the  miseries  of  avarice,  held, 
uninterruptedly,  "  the  noiseless  tenor  of 
their  way." 

This  state  of  quietude  and  security, 
however,  they  were  not  doomed  long  to 
enjoy  without  interruption ;  misfortune 
was  already,  with  hasty  strides,  prepar- 
ing to  overcast  the  blissful  vision  of 
their  days,  and  melancholy  had  already 
"  marked  them  for  her  own." 

But  let  us  not  antidpate  the  progress 
of  events,  which  it  will  shortly  be  our 
task  to  describe  at  length.  Let  us 
rather,  whilst  it  is  in  our  power,  and  the 
course  of  the  narrative  requires  it,  turn 
to  the  pleasurable  side  of  the  picture, 
and  relieve,  in  some  degree  and  to  a^ 

.    extent 
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extent  compatible  with  strict  historical 
truth,  the  sombre  hue  which  the  sha- 
dows of  misfortune  have  but  too  thickly 
spread  across  this  shifting  landscape  of 
real  life. 

The  prediction  of  the  gipsy,  though 
delivered  with  every  circumstance  adapt- 
ed to  leave  a  lasting  impression  on  the 
mind  of  her  with  whose  future  destina- 
tion and  strange  fate  it  pretended  to  be 
pregnant,  and  though  told  in  an  age 
when  universal  belief  was  given  to  the 
science  and  secrets  of  palmistry,  and  to 
a  person  whose  education  had  not  been 
sufficiently  liberal  to  exclude  from  her 
ideas  full  credit  in  the  possession  of  su- 
pernatural and  unlawful  powers,  yet 
failed  in  producing  much  effect  on  the 
playful  spirits  of  the  sportive  laughter- 
loving  Alison  Fawkes ;  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  the  whole  adventure  was 
completely  forgotten,  and  the  fortune- 

B  2  telling 
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telling  female  no  more  remembered  nar 
thought  of. 

What  helped^  perhaps  as  much  or 
more  than  any  thing  else,  to  drive  the 
thoughts  of  all  other  matters  clean  from 
the  heart  and  brains  of  this  lovely  and 
interesting  girl»  were  the  increased  and 
daily*increasing  attentions  of  Reginald 
Cutts. 

In  the  breast  and  bosom  ^f  that  ami- 
able young  man,  the  passion  of  love,  in 
its  purest  nature,  had4ong,  unknown 
and  unsuspected  by  himself,  slumbered 
and  bumt ;  and  being  unrestrakied  and 
unresisted  (if  indeed  they  are  capable  of 
being  resisted),  the  arrows  of  the  quiver 
of  Cupid  had  penetrated  deeply,  and 
far  too  deep  for  eradication,  into  tibe 
most  retired  and  secret  recesses  of  las 

sold. 


In 
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In  the  bosom  of  Alison  the  seeds  of  a 
mmkr  passion  had  been  long  sown — 
we  say  the  seeds,  for  her  extreme  juve- 
mlity  had  prevented  the  foil  develop- 
ment of  the  bads  of  love,  till  about  the 
period  at  which  this  history  commenced. 
Those  buds,  however,  had  now  put 
forth  their  strength,  and  gave  unerring 
promise  to  the  god  of  love,  of  the  quick 
approach  to  his  shrme  of  a  votary  folly 
subjected  to  his  power  and  sway. 

Had  the  characters  of  these  two  youth- 
ful pwsonages  been  more  sedate,  and  their 
spirits  less  high,  impetuous,  and  vola- 
tile, than  they  were,  or  had  time  perhaps 
shed  more  winters  and  summers  on  their 
heads,  brfore  they  had  been  exposed  to 
the  bewitching  influence  of  each  other's 
ccmversation,  and  great  gifts  of  nature— 
though  we  are  perhaps  wrong  in  attribut- 
ing to  age  what  its  possessors  invariably 
themselves  lay  claim  to-^to  wit,  wisdom 
and  discretion,  a  very  brief  acquaintance 

B  S  with 
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with  real  life,  and  the  passing  occurrences 
of  every  day,  shewing  us  the  presump- 
tion of  their  claims,  and  sufficiently 
proving  that  age,  no  more  than  youths 
is  capable  of  withstanding  the  power  of 
the  universal  despot  of  the  human  hearty 
and  that  old  men  and  women  are  just 
as  susceptible  as  young  ones,  in  feeling 
the  dominion  of  the  tyrant ;  for  which 
reason  perhaps  it  was,  that  the  ancients 
erected  and  worshipped  a  statue  of  the 
bearded  Cupid.  But  lest  we  should 
waste  time  in  digression,  which  may  be 
much  better  employed  in  narrative,  we 
will  be  content,  in  compliance  with  a 
very  general  opinion,  and  in  compli- 
ment to  the  aged  readers  of  these  pages^ 
to  take  it  for  granted,  and  say,  that 
had  Alison  Fawkes  and  Reginald  Cutts 
been  farther  advanced  in  life  before  they 
had  been  exposed  to  the  continual  temp- 
tation to  admire. and  love  each  other, 
and  contemplate,  almost  unceasingly, 
each  other's  attractions,  they  would  per^ 

haps 
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baps  never  have  appeal^  in  the  charac- 
ters of  lover  and  sweetheart^  and  many 
of  the  events  of  this  narration  would 
have  been  deprived  of  their  principal  in- 
terest, OP  woii]4  never  have  taken  place 
at  all.  The  case  however  was  precisely 
as  it  is  'here  described;  Reginald  was, 
without  knowing  it,  incurably  in  love 
with  the  beautiful  attendant  of  his  mo- 
tho*,  and  she,  for  her  part,  was  not  in  a 
mudi  better  situation  with  regard  to 
him. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  at  their  age 
the  impulse  of  the  moment  predomi- 
nates .over  those  cautionary  affections  of 
the  minds  called  second  thoughts,  atid 
that  both  these  interesting  young  peo-* 
pie  yielded  implicitly  to  their  direction ; 
and  instead  of  avoidihg  and  shunning 
the  presence  of  each  other,  in  compliance 
with  what  would  have  no  doubt  been 
the  advice  and  injunctions  -  of  sir  Har- 
hottle  and  his  wife,  had  they  been  ac- 

B  4  quainted 
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quainted  vritfa  what  was  going  ao,  they 
were  never  sa  happy  as  when  they  were 
in  each  other's  company,  and  never  so 
highly  ddighted  as  when  they  eould^ 
unobserved  by  any  other  person^  ^i^oy 
a  tHe'A4&te  m  tBe  bowers  of  the  garden^ 
or  in  the  more  retifed  apartments  of  tbe 
eastle. 


The  mind  of  Reginald  Quits  was  too 
deeply  imbued  with  prindpksi  of  atriet 
honour  and  strict  moral  feeling,  to  draw 
any  inference,  or  put  in  practice  any 
Gontrivsiice,  agamsrt  tbe  honour  of  Ali- 
son.   The  fadlity  with  wfaieh  die  af- 
forded him   sudi  repeated  interviews, 
and  the  interest,  which  it  was  too  ob« 
vious  to  escape  fak  attentiDt],  die  took 
in  every  thing  he  said  ac  did^  Alison^ 
on  her  side,,  though  willing  to  make  aiiy 
sacrifice  to  please  and  oblige  the  son  oi 
her  bene&ctors^  was  far  too  artless  and 
innocent^  too  unsophisticated  and  guile- 
less,  to  suspect  that  die  was^  in  any 

way. 
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way,  acting  improperly,  and  too  unsus- 
pecting  of  evil  to  contemplate  the  pos- 
sible aberrations  from  rectitude,  from  the 
conduct  she  had  adopted  towards  her 
lover.  In  a  word,  his  honour  and  her 
innocence  were  their  surest  safeguard 
against  trespassing  on  the  bounds  of  rec- 
titude, or  of  their  passing  those  bounda- 
ries of  decorum,  which  universal  concur- 
rence has  assigned  as  landmarks  to  the 
intimacies  of  pei^ons  of  different  sexes. 

In  this  pleasurable  manner  several 
months  had  passed  away,  their  mutual 
flame  net  being  in  the  slightest  degree 
a  matter  of  suspicion  to  any  inhabitant 
of  Cutts  Castle.  Sir  Harbottle,  we  have 
already  said,  was  not  a  man  of  the  clear- 
est perceptions  ;  his  servants  were  intent 
only  on  the  mechanical  labours  of  the 
day ;  and  lady  Margaret,  though  a  lady 
of  great  penetration,  was,  on  the  present 
oocdsion,  completely  in  the  dark,  her 
Idfty  notions  of  family    dignity    and 

B  5  splendid 
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splendid  alliance  rendering  her  perfectly 
secure,  that  her  son  would  never  think 
of  allying  himself  to  a  mere  dependant 
on  her  bounty,  and  the  daughter  of  a 
humble  yeoman ;  and  her  reliance  in  his 
honour,  and  her  knowledge  of  the  na- 
ture of  his  character,  making  her  well 
aware  that  he  would  never  disgrace  him- 
self, by  accomplishing  the  ruin  of  the 
daughter  of  the  meanest  peasant  on  the 
Cutis  domain. 

In  this  channel  then  was  every  thing 
going  on,  the  love  of  the  young  people 
growing  daily  stronger,  wl^n  an?  event 
occurred,  which,  strange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, in  part  fulfilled  the  mystic  jargon 
of  the  wandering  sybil,  and  clouded  the 
destiny  of  the  Cutis  family  with  a  dark- 
ness of  apparently-impossible  removal. 

• 

It  happened  one  morning,  that  shortly 
after  breakfast  was  concluded  at  the 
castle,  Alison  was  inforiued  by  one.  of 

the 
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the  domestics  that  master  Fawkes  and 
dame  Deborah  his  wife  were  arrived, 
and  were  waiting  with  impatience  to 
see  her  in  the  hall  of  the  mansion. 

With  all  the  celerity  of  which  her 
light  elastic  frame  was  capable,  and  with 
all  the  enviable  feelings  with  which  the 
bosom  of  a  dntiful  daughter  may  be 
readily  supposed,  on  such  an  occasion, 
to  be  filled,  Alison  inlmediately  hasten- 
ed to  obey  the  summons  she  had  re^ 
ceived,  and  her  duties  to  the  good  old 
folks. 

After  the  usual  forms  of  salutation 
attendant  on  such  a  meeting,  consisting 
of  kisses  given  and  received,  and  bless- 
ings bestowed^  the  old  man  thus  ad«*. 
dressed  her — *•  Thank  God,  my  dear 
child,  we  find  thee  well,  and^  we  have 
no  doubt,  happy  " 

"  The  goodness  of  lady  Cutts,  father, 
has  well  provided  for  my  welfere;     I 

B  6  live 
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live  here  m  t  most  plettant  Dft^ner,  for 
whieh  I  am  sure  I  ought  to  be,  and  fim 
most  tfaankftil  to  her  bounty." 

''  Ay,  blesB  her  kdy dup  T  exclaimed 
both  the  old  people  together ;  ^  full 
greatly  are  we  dl  indebted  to  bar  good- 
ness; better  would  it  be  for  tfie  like  of 
us^  if  her  neighbours  of  high  estate  wefe 
equally  mindfol  of  the  poor  and  needy*" 

**  I  trust  they  are  so,  filths." 

"^  Ay,  AliaoQi  thou  knowest  little  of 
thy  neighbotini^  girl,  or  thou  hadst  not 
so  said.  In  the  castle  of  $k  Harbottl^ 
you  feel  but  little  of  the  troubles  to 
which  your  mother  and  I  are  exposed." 

^  My  dear  father^  thare  aie  no  trou- 
Ues  in  which  I  would  not  readily  par* 
tidpate,  if  by  so  doing  I  become  of  any 
assistance  to  yourself  or  to  my  mother." 

^  I  know  it,,  my  child,,  ai^  it  i&  for 
the  purpose  of  s<dicitiiig  yoiur  asustanoe 
we  are  this  day  come  to  the  castleJ 
Dear  fatbei^  explain." 


So 
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So  saying,  the  old  man  began  an 
account  of  the  business  aa  wbidi  he 
was  arrived  at  the  hall  c^  hia  landlord, 
in  the  fcdlowing  words  :~-*^  You  know 
that  I  have  for  many  years  been  a 
tenant  of  sir  HarbotUe,  g£  the  farm 
of  Cann  Lands^  and  that  be  has  always 
bdiaved  to  me  in  a  way  that  my  great> 
est  gratitude  and  exertions  can  never 
repay.  The  farm  of  Cann  Lands,  my 
child,  I  must  tell  you»  for  your  long 
absence  firom  it  has  of  course  prevented 
you  from  being  acquainted  with  such 
a  circiunstance,  is  situated  at  the 
very  outskirts  cf  the  estate  o£  my  re> 
spected  landlord,  sir  Harbottle,  and  lies 
ck>6ely  adjoining  the  lands  of  that  (under 
&vour  be  it  spoken)  rapacious  and  hard^ 
hearted  man,  Mr.  Nicholas  Wharton. 
I  have  for  some  time  past  rented  a  sm^ 
piece  of  ground  from  his  steward,  Wal^^ 
tiBr,  which,  in  eonsequenoe  of  the  use  I 
have  lately  put  it  to,  having,  in  short, 
placed  my  oom^ricks,  barley-mow,  and 

hay-stacki^ 
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hay-stacks,  on  it,  has  become  of  most 
essential  service  to  me;  neither  can  I 
give  it  up  without  suffering  great  loss. 
My  time  of  holding  it  has  unfortunately 
expired,  and  Walter,  the  steward,  threa- 
tens to  enter  upon  it  without  delay,  and 
turn  me  out  by  force,  if  I  do  not  in- 
stantly quit,  and  remove  my  crops.  In 
this  difficulty  your  mother  advised  our 
coming  to  the  castle,  and  consulting 
you :  she  thinks  your  influence  with 
lady  Cutts  will  make  her  exert  herself 
in  our  favour.  I  doubt  not,  a  word  from 
her  to  Mr.  Wharton  or  his  steward 
would  set  all  things  once  more  right, 
and  prevent  the  losses  to  which  I  plainly 
foresee  we  shall  be  otherwise  exposed. 
Say,  Alison,  my  daughter,  will  you 
speak  in  this  business  to  the  lady  Mar- 
garet?" 

"  Ay,  daughter,**  added  Deborah 
Pawkes,  "  will  you  forthwith  speak  to 
the  lady  Cutts?" 

'  "  Most  assuredly  I  will,  my  dear  pa- 
rents, 
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rents,  and  that  without  delay.  Doubt 
not  I  know  ray  duty  to  your  wishes ; 
but  in  the  ml^antime  follow  me  to  the 
butteries :  your  long  walk  has  doubtless 
fatigued  you  both,  and  the  hospitality 
of  the  castle  will  prove  refreshing  to 
your  wearied  frames." 

Neither  Fawkes  nor  his  wife  refused 
this  welcome  invitation,  but  rejoicing 
that  their  affairs  were  in  such  a  prosper- 
ous train,  followed  their  daughter  to 
the  butteries  of  the  castle,  where  their 
wants  were  most  liberally  administered 
to,  and  where  we  will,  for  a  short  tijne, 
leave  them :  to  the  eiyoyment.  of  the 
good  things  pla^d  on  the  boty^d  before 
them,  and  follow,  their  more  interesting 
daughter,  on  the  errand  which,  at  their 
request;  she  was  now  bent  upon  exe- 
cuting. . 

Alison,  intent  upon  tjbe  commission 
with  which  she  was  charged,  entered 
the  ^artment  in'wl^ich;  not  many  itai- 

nutes 
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nutes  bef<H:e,  she  had  left  kdy  Cutts; 
she  bad  not,  however,  on  her  entrance, 
the  satisfaction  of  finding  her  where  she 
had  expected.  The  only  inmate  of  the 
r^m  was  her  son  Reginald,  who  iti  an 
instant  perceived,  for  the  expressdve 
countenance  of  Alison  was  too  eloquent 
for  concealment  of  what  was  passing  in 
her  bosom,  that  somiething  of  more  im- 
portance than  the  occupations  with 
which  she  was  usually  engaged  in  occu- 
pied her  thoughts. 

Alison,  for  her  part,  was  not  fit  for 
the  retention  of  secrets,  and  was,  at  the 
same  time,  not  badly  pleased  at  having 
met  Reginald  in  the  room  without  his 
mother,  and  she  was  resolved  instantly 
to  make  him  the  confidant  of  the  com- 
mtinicatkin  she  had  just  received  from 
her  parents,  and  solicit  his  assi$tanoe  in 
securing  the  success  of  the  suit  on  which 
she  was  deputed.  * 

Approaching  faim,  tbetefore,  with  a 

smilmg 


smiling  faoe,  axid  a  voice  in  wbiefa  en* 
tretty  was  ludicrously  mingled  with  an 
arch  expression  of  slyness—'*  Ranald," 
said  she,  *'  I  have  a  favour  to  solidt  at 
yoor  haBds~*I  pray  you  grant  it  me*" 

"  That  will  I,  Alison,  most  readily," 
replied  he,  *'  without  even  inqcdring 
what  it  may  be ;  but  now  it  is  granted, 
pray  let  me  know  its  purport?  you  know 
I  like  not  long  to  be  kept  in  suspense.'' 

**  Since  you  have  so  readily  complied 
with  my  boon,  Reginald,  I  will  comply 
with  your  wishes,  and  instantly  resolve 
your  dubitations." 

^That's  right,  my  chaimiiig  girl. 
Now  then,  let  us  have  it" 

'^My  father  and  mother,  whom  I 
have  just  now  Idft  in  the  butteries,  are 
about  to  be  turned  out  of  a  piece  of 
land  whidi  they  hold  under  Mr.  Whar- 
ton. They  want  your  mother,  lady 
Cutta^  to  use  her  influence  over  the 
steward  of  the  estate,  to  prevail  on  him 
still  to  let  them  hold  it,  as  being  obliged 

to 
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to  give  it  up  will  produce  great  loss  to 
them.  You  now  know  as  much  of  the 
matter  as  myself.*' 

"  Is  this  then  the  weighty  boon,  Ali- 
son, with  which  you  were  so  loaded  T 

"  Yes,  Re^nald,  it  was." 

"  Truly,  Alison,  I  did  not  think  that 
such  a  trifle  would  have  made  you  look 
so  serious." 

"  A  truce  with  joking,  Reginald ; 
when  wilt  you  go  about  this  thing  ? — 
the  steward  is  pressing,  and  my  parents 
have  no  time  to  lose." 

"  I  will  forthwith  myself  ride  over  to 
the  steward's  lodge.  I  know  the  temper 
of  master  Walter  Wharton  perfectly 
well;  I  will  therefore  provide  myself 
with  a  weighty  purse  of  gold,  which 
will,  I  know,  on  his  mind,  be  better  than 
the  arguments  of  fifty  counsellors:  but 
before  I  depart,  I  must  myself 'see  and 
speak  to  your  parents.  I  fear  your  rat- 
tlebrains have  held  but  half  your  er- 
rand." 

"  You 
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"  You  judge  me  by  yourself;  but 
come  with  me,  and  I  will  oonvinoe  you 
that  you  do  me  wrong." 

"  Lead  the  way  then,  and  I'll  attend 
yon.  We  must  not  keep  your  parents 
waiting." 

"Then  come  directly  to  the  but- 
teries." 

So  saying,  they  both  ran  jokingly  to- 
gether out  of  the  apartmentjt  and  were 
quickly  in  the  presence  of  master  and 
dame  Fawkes,  who  rose  with  great  haste 
from  their  seats  the  instant  they  perceiv- 
ed by  whom  it  was  their  daughter  had 
returned  accompanied.  Reginald  cut 
short  an  awkward  attempt  they  were 
beginning  to  make  at  apolc^izing  for 
the  intrusiveness  and  iqfipertinence  of 
the  request  of  which  Alison  had  been 
the  bearer;  and  niaking  them  resume 
their  seat9>  to  do  which  he  had  many 
difficultiea  to  overcome,  informed  them 
that  he  would  himself  take  the  businessu 

in 
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in  hand,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the 
moniing  he  would  ride  over  to  the  lodge 
of  Wharton  l^ark,  and  in  person  apply  to 
tW  steward,  and  that  he  had  no  douht 
of  b»  applieati<Mi  being  attended  with 
success. 

The  old  farmer  and  his  wife  returned 
a  thousand  thanks  for  his  condescension, 
and  the  interest  be  took  in  their  af&EH*s, 
all  which,  very  nmoh  against  his  wiH, 
he  was  oompelled  to  listen  to;  at  length 
he  availed  himself  of  a  short  interval,  in 
the  coQBse  of  the  returning  of  thanks,  to 
quit  the  pUiee  in  which  they  had  been 
providing  for  their  bodily  wants,  and  re^* 
tned  to  furnish  himself  wifb  the  weighty 
eloquence  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and 
prepare  to  set  out  on  his  ride. 

Alison  shortly  after  attended  her  ho- 
noured parents  to  the  gatei  of  the  castle, 
and  having  willed  them  good-bye,  as- 
rniteA  Hbem  of  her  certainty  of  the  siic- 

cessful 
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oessful  tomiiiatiQii  of  the  busuieBS  <m 
which  tbey  had  arriv^  that  mornings 
and  again  received  their  blessings  re-en- 
tered the  hall,  and  was  met  midway  by 
Reginald,  properly  aoooutered  for  riding ; 
she  walked  with  him  to  a  small  postern, 
which  gave  egress  to  the  stables  of  the 
castle,  saw  him  mount  hk  horse,  and 
wishing  him  success,  had  the  pleasure,  in 
a  few  minutes,  of  seeing  him  set  out  on 
the  business  on  whieh  her  &ther  and 
mother  had  been  so  sdicitoiis. 

In  little  more  than  mi  hour  after  his 
departure,  she  waa,  however^  somewhat 
surprised  by  seeing  him  agai^i  enter  the 
castle;  and  bdng  pretty  certain  that  he 
could  not,  in  so  short  a  space  of  time, 
have  effected  the  objects  of  his  emuBid, 
and  brought  them  to  a  &vourable  issue, 
she  lelt  in  some  degree  fancied,  and  re^ 
solved  immediatdy  to  question  hiai, 
an4.hepr  fixmi  his  own  lips  the  leasoiis 
of  his  sitdden  return  and  unexpected  ^ 

pearance.-— 
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pearance. — "  Reginald,"  said  she,  **  what 
m^ns  this  speedy  return  from  your 
journey  ?  I  fear  it  bodes  no  good  to  my 
parents." 

**  Fear  not,  gentle  damsel,"  replied 
he,  smiling ;  "  your  business  is  in  good 
train,  and  I,  your  chosen  knight,  will 
bring  your  boon  to  a  happy  fulfilment." 

**Bdt  tell  me,  Reginald,  have  you 
seen  the  steward  Walter  ?*' 

**  No,  not  as  yet." 

**  Then  what  have  you  done  in  this 
affair?" 

"  Bend  thine  ear,  Alison,  attentively 
to  my  words,  and  your  impatience  of  in- 
formation shall  be  satisfied." 

"  I  am  all  anxiety  to  know ;  pray, 
Reginald,  proceed,  and  if  possible,  for 
once,  be  serious." 

"  Listen  then.  Immediately  after 
quitting  the  castle,  I  set  spurs  to  my 
horse,  and  rode  as  quickly  as  he  could 
carry  me  towards  Wharton  House,  think- 
ing to  find  the  steward  at  the  lodge;  1 

had, 
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had,  however,  scarcely  reached  Thrap- 
ston,  when  I  met  one  of  his  servants, 
whom,  it  seems,  he  had  dispatched  thi- 
ther to  await  his  arrival  there  this  even- 
ing. The  fellow,  who  was  somewhat  in- 
telligent, informed  me  that  it  would  be 
to  no  purpose  for  me  to  call  at  the  lodge, 
as  his  master  had  left  home  for  the  day, 
and  that  the  earliest  opportunity  for  see- 
ing him  would  be  this  evening  at  Thrap- 
ston,  at  the  Flask,  where  he  has  appointed 
to  be,  and  where  I  shall  accordingly  join 
him,  and  get  this  business  of  your  parents 
prosperously  concluded,  according  to 
our  joint  wishes." 

**  Well,  Reginald,  I  return  you  my 
sincerest  thanks  for  the  zeal  you  have 
manifested  in  the  cause  of  my  mother 
and  father,  and  happy  am  I  that  you 
have  so  well  explained  the  cause  of  your 
return ;  for  I  confess,  when  first  I  saw 
you  enter  the  hall,  I  boded  no  good  to 
the  business  on  whit^h  you  had  departed." 

"  Fear 
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^  Fear  not,  Alison,  all  will  be  settled 
€xe  to-moiTow*s  daivn." 

''  I  doubt  it  not — but  stay ;  may  not 
the  eteward,  in  the  interval  between  this 
and  your  seeing  him,  put  his  threats 
into  execution  ?" 

^'  No,  not  he — that  point  has  been  in- 
quired into,  aaid  satisfiictorily  solved  I 
had  my  wits  sufficiently  about  me  not 
to'forget  putting  that  very  question  to 
his  servant,  and  the  man  hasinfivmed 
me,  that  his  master,  to  his  certain  know- 
ledge, means  to  do  nothing  against  the 
holders  of  Cmin  Lands  tiil  next  week ; 
now  then  what  think  you  of  my  dis- 
cretion and  foresight  ?" 

**  I  give  you  full  credit  for  both-^ 
now  then  my  mind  is  easy — say  when 
shall  you  again  set  out  ?" 

"^  Not  till  near  sunseft." 


conversation,  which,  ii 
and  unoomiected  with  the  other  events 

of 
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of  our  history',  as  it  no  doubt  at  present 
appears  to  be,  v^iU  be  found  to  be  most 
essential  in  its  consequences  in  the  se- 
quel of  these  piiges^  and  to  lead  to  events 
the  most  impditant  in  their  results,  and 
fatal  to  the  security  of  many  of  the  per- 
sons already  introduced  to  the  readers, 
ended,'  and  the  youthful  lovers,  for  the 
present,  separated,  the  lovely  girl  to  at- 
tend upon  her  stately  mistress,  and  the 
heir-apparent  of  the  castle  to  some  avo- 
cation or  other,  with  which  we  are  unac- 
quainted, but  in  which  his  presence  was 
requisite. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  revolving  hours, 
during  the  transition  of  which,  dinner 
and  its  usual  concomitants  were  served 
up  in  the  hall  of  the  castle  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  time  spent  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  time  in  that  age  wa^  spent  in  man- 
mn$  and  families  of  similar  opulence  and 

VOL.  II.  c  character 


eharaciter  tp  that  of  air  Haribeitdje  Cutts; 
tb^  lei^thening  ^adow9,  atretchii^ 
from  the  bases  of  tbe  huge  oiuks  md 
^ms^  with  which  the  park  was  weU 
stocked}  gave  notice  that  ^  €he  weary 
^n"  was  about  to  make  ^^  a  golden  set  f 
BS\d  young  Reginald,  in  camptiaQoe  with 
his  promise,  resolved  to  set  <xfsA  on  the 
business  which  lie  had  taken  in  hand. 
He  had  informed  his  parents,  during  tbe 
coui^e  of  tb^  day,  of  tbe  natuf  e  of  wbat 
b^  was  going  about,  a»d.  they  had  not 
€»ply  o3ered  no  objeption  ibo  hisdeparbire, 
but  had  highly  commended  his  anxiety 
for  the  well  doing  of  so  respectable  a 
t^aisit  ^aa  their  rfarmer  Fawkes ;  he  was 
fi^soordingly^  by  rir  Harbottle  and  his 
il^other,  attendetd  to  the  door,  and  shak- 
ing  ba^dsf  with  biin»  the  former  said 
— "  I  wish  you  ^ucceps,  Reginald,  and 
I  fea^  not  my  wishea  being  fulfilled, 
knowing  as  I  do  tbe  reputation  of  Wal- 
ter WhaRtw's  disposition,   and  sedi^ 

that 
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that  you  have  well  provided  yourself  to 
oomhat  any  arguments  he  may  make 
use  of  to  resist  your  representations.*' 

''Reginald;'  said  lady  Cutts,  ''be 
sure  you  delay  not  on  your  road ;  make 
all  the  haste  you  can  back,  as  I  shall  be 
anxious  to  hear  how  you  have  succeeded 
before  I  retire  to  rest." 

'*  Fear  not,  mother — I  will  again  be 
here  b^ore  the  hour  of  bedtime  is  elaps- 
ed; and  now  good-bye  till  I  see  you 
agauj." 

Upon  this  Reginald  gave  his  horse 
the  rein,  and  cantering  briskly  across 
the  green  turf  flooring  of  the  park,  was 
speedily  out  of  si^t  His  parents  re« 
turned  into  the  castle,  not  doubting 
that  he  would  keep  the  promise  he  bad 
just  made,  and  not  in  any^  degree  enter- 
tainiQg  fears  for  his  personal  safety,  or 
suspecting  the  quick  approach  of  the  ca- 
lamities with  which  they  were  about  to 
be  overwhekned. 

c2  Their 
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Their  anxiety  became,  however,  in 
some  degree  excited, '  by  his  not  having 
returned  by  the  appointed  time;  and 
though  not  much  alarmed  at  the  pro- 
traction of  his  absence  beyond  the  limits 
he  had  himself  set  to  it,,  they  would 
have  felt  themselves  much  more  at  ease 
if  he  had  been  in  their  presence.  Under 
these  .circumstances  they  resolved  to  sit 
up  an  hour  or  two  later  than  they  were 
in  the  usual  habits  of  doing,  never  doubt- 
ing but  that  by  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  would  be  safely  returned. 

The  room  in  which  sir  Harbottle  and 
his  lady  were  awaiting,  in  the  manner 
here  described,  the  return  of  their  son, 
was  situated  in  one  of  the  upper  stories 
of  the  castle,  and  in  an  angle  of  the 
building;  and  from  a  sort  of  oriel  win* 
dow  in  the  extremity  of  it,  and  from 
which  the  apartment  received  the  rays 
of  light  by  which  it  was  illumined,  a 
complete  view  of  the  surrounding  park, 

and 
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and  the  road  leading  towards  the  prin* 
dpal  entrance  of  the  edifice,  was  com- 
manded. The  moon  was  at  this  time 
shining  in  resplendent  glory»  and  from 
this  window,  in  the  recess  of  which  Ali- 
son was  seated,  watching  the  transit  of 
the  silvery  cloods,  as  they  flitted  fastly 
before  the  face  of  the  orb  of  night,  and 
in  eager  expectation  of  the  arrival  of 
her  beloved  messenger,  every  object  on 
the  extensive  lawn  below  it  was  clearly 
observable* 

The  master  and  mistress  of  the  man- 
sion having  dismissed  all  their  atten-^ 
dants,  excepting  the  young  person  just 
mentioned,  were  seated  in  two  immense 
ebony-backed  chairs,  by  the  side  of  what, 
in  those  days,  was  considered  a  table  of 
very  elegant  construction,  on  ^hich  were 
placed  tapers,  in  the  middle  of  the  apart- 
ment ;  and  the  hour  for  the  appointed  ar- 
rival of  theit  son  becomu^  momentarily 

c  8  piore 
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more  distant  and  distant^  aktttt  for  his 
safety  began,  at  length,  to  iMulp,  mudi 
ligainst  theit  wills,  a  place  in  their  bo- 
toms,  and  to  give  itself,  in  s^n^e  degree, 
a  vent  in  the  following  words.—**  It 
grows  late,  sir  Harbottle — ^much  later 
than  the  titnd  hj  which  Reginald  said 
he  shmild  be  back  at  the  castle/' 

"  Why,  truly,  Margaret,  I  like  not 
this  long  delay,  it  is  so  unlike  his  former 
firactiee.** 

*^  I  do  repent  me,  sir  Harbottle,  that 
I  desired  him  not  to  take  one  of  the  do- 
mestics  with  him;  should  be  not  be 
back  in  a  quarter  <^  an  hour,  some  one 
must  be  dispatdbed  to  learn  the  retfton 
6f  hid  strange  tarrying.'' 

''  I  have  been  thinking  sa  Rob 
Ptarmigan,  the  falconer,  shall  forth  and 
meet  him  on  his  road." 


'  Here  thedialoguewas  broken  abort  by 
a  sudden  exdiDtatioai  tram  Alison  (Who 

was 


wa$  tmkbig  out  of  tite  window'  <m  the 
mooidight  kndcfcape),  mnoiinting  almost 
to  a  deimak-^'^  My  God !  whaf  s  this  ?'' 

Sir  Hattottle  and  lady  Margaret  in 
mi  testiiit  sprung  from-  their  chairs,  and 
thxAf  idflann  tnounting  to*  an  aimost-fren- 
:ned  pitdi  at  this  ominous  ejaculation  of 
Hi^ir  attendant,  rushed  directly  to  the 
window^  They  were  not  long  in  re- 
cehipg  a  Mlution  to  the  words  of  Alison, 
for  immediatdy  beneath  the  window 
they  beheld  several  persons,  consisting 
of  tiie  porter  of  the  lodge  of  the  park, 
086  of  hift  sons,  and  a  man,  dressed  as  a' 
peisant,  kadidg  the  horse  on  which 
ymng  Cutis  liad  that  yery  evening  de^ 
parted  from  the  eastte,  and  which  being 
of  8  Tery  remarkable  colour,  white, 
spedded  with  torrel-eoloured  spots,  it 
miB  impossible  to  mistake.  With  feel- 
ingA  of  dismay,  they  lookei  in  vain  for 
IU^giMtdf--*the  heme's  saMe  was  vacant, 

c  4  and 
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and  they  saw  dearly  that  their  Earnest- 
ly-expected child  was  not  among  the 
group  by  which  he  was  accompanied. 
In  an  instant  after,  one  of  the  party,  ad- 
vancing to  the  gat^i  rang  on  its  iron- 
plated  pannel  a  most  tremendous  peal 
with  the  huge  knocker  of  thesaiD^metaly 
and  in  shj^pe  resembling  the  ^  head  of  a 
ram,  that  being  the  crest  of  the  Cutts 
bearings,  which  was  affixed  to  it,  and  it 
was  without  delay  swung  open  to  give 
admission  to  those  on  the  outside. 

I 

Sir  Harbottle,  lady  Cutts,  and  Alison, 
were  too  much  alarmed  and  intienested 
by  what  they  beheld^  to  stand  on  the 
usual  ceremony  of  thes^  evil-fpreboding 
visitors  being  regularly  announced ;  with. 
steps  much  quicker  than  two  of  tbem 
were  in  the  general  h^bit  of  usiog»'tfaey 
descended  the  gigantic  stainiase  whidi 
led  tbem  to  the  lo\fer  part  of  the  ]ireia]^ 
ses,  and  werealo^ost  19  thg  hall  as  isooi^ 

as 
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as  the  porter  of  the  park-gate  himself, 
who  had  just  been  admitted  from  with- 
out 

Sir  HarbotUe  directly  addressed — 
"  What  is  the  meaning  of  what  I  see, 
lidmboum  ?  be  speedy  in  your  answer. 
What  is  the  meaning,  man,  of  this 
horse  without  its  rider  ?" 

"  Please  your  honour,"  answered 
Lamboum,  ^  we  had  been  some  time  in 
bed  at  the  lodge,  when  this  young  man 
(h»e  lie  pointed  to  one  of  his  atten- 
dants);  Phil  Puckeridge,  son  of  master 
Puckeridge,  one  of  your  honour's  te- 
nants; the  same  master  Puckeridge 
who ^" 

''This  is  no  time  to  talk  c^  master 
Puckeridge,  man,"  interposed  lady  Cutts ; 
"  say  quickly,,  have  you  seen  ought  of 
my  s(Mi  Reginald  ?■' 

"  No,,  your  ladyship,  nothing." 

"  Where  found  you  this  horse?" 

c5  "Please 
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^  Please  your  ladyship,  tbis  young 
man  brought  him  to  the  gate  of  tbe 
lodge,  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour  backJ* 

"  Where  found  you  my  son's  horse, 
young  man  ?  be  quick  and  teU  me  " 

Phil  Puckeridge,  who  was  very  little 
accustomed  to  maintain  a  part  in  a  dia* 
logue  with  persons  of  the  high  rank  of 
his  interrogator  on  the  present  occasion, 
whom  he  had  been  accustomed  from  his 
infancy  to  regard,  till  the  very  moment 
the  question  was  put,  with  the  same  ve^ 
Deration  that  the  Tartars  do  the  Lama, 
accompanying  his  answer  with  a  reveren- 
tial curvature  of  the  spine,  replied,  as 
quickly  as  he  could — *^  Please  your 
ladyship^s  honour,  I  was  coming  down 
Gipsey-lane,  in  my  way  home  fiom 
some  business  I  had  doin^  for  lather, 
when,  what  should  come  snorting  and 
trotting  down  the  lane  behind  me  but 
this  horse.    Gramercy  I  thought  I  .     -^ 

•'Hold, 


'  ^'  Hqidy  peasani-^I  want  not  what  ye 
tbou^it;  Was  the  borse  without  a  rider 
when  je  first  saw  him?'' 

^^  Yes^  your  ladyship^  he  was.** 

Her  ladyship  imving  ascertained  the8€^ 
pointfi^  which  meet  painfully  corrobo- 
rated a  sort  of  intuition  prophetic  of  ap- 
proadiing  horr(»^,  with  which  her  mind 
hod  been  impressed  from  the  Tery  mo* 
ment^e  had  beheld  the  horse  of  her 
dasiing  child  led  bade  without  its  rider, 
tumea  quickly  from  the  boor,  and  in  an 
almost  shrieking  tone  of  deperation, 
catted  out — •«  What,  ho !  Scales,  Hum- 
phrey, CJorbet,  and  Jasper !  come  hither 
quickly;  men !  bestir  yourselves  I  call 
up  all  the  servants  !  saddle  forthwith 
every  steed  in  the  stables^  and  ride  out 
without  delay !  My  mind  misgives  me, 
that  some  g^ai  misfortune  has  befel  our 
son,*' 

-  ttc' Hartiotti^  Biean  wIh^^;  diirmed4x> 
t  c  &  an< 
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an  equal  degree  with  his  wife,  applied 
his  hands  to  a  thiek  rope  which  bang  job 
one  ^de  of  the  hal1»  and  which  ocrnimu* 
nicated  with  sa  enormous  beU^  suspend- 
ed cm  one  of  the  lofty  turrets  of  the  cas- 
tie,  which  had,  m  more  early  times,  been 
used  as  an  alarum,  to  summon  the  re* 
tainers  of  the  feudal  chieftmns  to  the  sod 
of  the  masters,  and  to  give  notice  to  the 
neighbourhood  that  the  place  was  on 
the  point  of  being  assailed*  This  rope 
he  tugged  at  with  such  goodwill,  that 
in  a  few  second^  the  most  deafening 
peals  of  summons  and  ^rm  vibrated  in 
sonorous  echoes  throughout  every  ere* 
vice  and  corner  of  the  antique. building, 
the  whole  castle  seeming  to  rqck  Mrith 
the  incessant  strokes  which  beat  in  quick 
succession  figainst  this  bras^n  oi^[an.of 
citation;  and  in  a  few  minuter ] ev^ry 
member  of  the  household  was.m  tj^ 
presence,  of  their  master. 

I..  I'  bottle. 
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bottle^  ^  ride  out  arid  search  for  ilegi- 
nald.  Here,  one  of  you  take  this  rope, 
and  cease  not  pulling  at  it  till  every; 
creature  that  breathes  -within  the  hear^ 
ing-  of  our  bdl  be  roused,  and  forth  ta 
jc^n  us  in  cmr  seeku^.  Look  some  of 
you  to  lady  CuUs. ;  the  rest  must  mount 
with  me.  Be  comforted,  Alison — all 
may,  I  credit,  yet  be  welK" 

So  saying,  and  attended  with  a  most 
numerous  band  of  followers,  he  rushed 
from  the  hall  to  the  stables,,  and  accom- 
panied by  at  least  twenty  of  bis  male 
domestics,  was  in  an  incalculably-short 
space  of  time  mounted,  and  ready  to 
(nee  his  expedition^ 


M  nui 


His  lady,  ^aeccmpanied  by  Aliiioh  and 
her  attendants^  nnmedi^ly  aietired.  to  • 
tbe.apartmenfe  she 'bad  bat  i^ortiy  be- 
fore quitted,.  andifi»m  the  vnitidow  of' 
which  '^e(eaa!Bestlyt.watehed  theidefar*( 
tufe  of  bci:  hufi]Mndt4aKi  his  traitt.  i  The. 
i  . :  /  cavalcade 
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eavalcade  took  the  direction  leading  to« 
wards  the  place  in  tvhidi  the  horse  had 
been  first  discovered^  and  weie  sotm  out 
of  sight  of  those  whom  they  had  left  be^ 
bindthem.  Lady  Cutt^  howerer,  r&* 
tired  not  from  the  window ;.  at  least  she 
retired  but*  for  very  short  inteP¥al3»  re* 
turning  momentarily  to  her  original  sta- 
tion, apparently  under  the  operation  of 
the  most  painful  and  irresistible  anxiety 
and  excitement 

As  to  poor  Alison,,  it  is  difficult  ta 
ctescribe  exactly  what  she  felt;  her  alarm, 
was  most  unusudly  excited;  and  though 
the  sanguine  nature  of  her  disposition, 
in  some  degree^  relieved  lier  feavs,.  and 
led  her  to  hope  that  all  the  commotion 
of  which  she  was  a  witness  might  be 
without  an  adiefquate  termination^  yet, 
s^  the  tender:  fbelings  of  her  hearty 
whidi  wei«  most  truly  feminhitt^  andi 
bev  gteat  lovie  ffaif  the  obfeok  of  the  so^ 
lidtudeof  every  one  aoDound  her^  ren* 
'       '  deied! 
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dered  her  sensations  much  keener;  and 
her  situation  much  .more  deplorable, 
than  even  that  a£  lady  Cutts  herself 
whose  masculine  spirit  and  commanding 
strength  of  mind  were  well  qualified  to 
render  her  comparatively  calm  and  .se^- 
date,  under  the  most  arduous  and  trying 
circumstances. 

Meanwhile  the  cflangour  of  the  castle* 
bell  was  continued  without. abatement, 
and  every  person  residing  within  its 
hearing  roused  from  their  sleep,  and  fix- 
ed in  wonder  as  to  what  could  be  the 
nature  of  the  announcement  it  was 
meant  to  convey.  Group  after  group- 
of  tenants  and  tenantry  contimied  pour^ 
ing  into  the  castle-hall,  and  were,  as 
quickly  as  they  arrived,;  informed  of  the 
drcumstaaces  of  the  son  of  their  master 
and  kndlofd  being  absent,,  and  dkpatch* 
ed  aw»y  to  assist  itt  the  search  for  hint,^ 
which,  waa.  by  this  time  making  in.  all 
parts  of  the  adjpMsent  country.^ 

Sir 
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Sir  Harbottle  and  the  host  b3r  whom 
be  was  followed,  on  arriving  at  Gipsey- 
lane,  held  a  debate  of  short  idontinuance^ 
as  to  what  would  be  the  best  manner 
for  them  to  proeised^  and  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed^,  that  they  should  divide 
into  parties-  of  three  each,  and  slowly 
and  cautiously  examine  every  avenue 
and  path  leading  to  the  spot  on  which 
the  flying  steed  had  first  overtaken.  PJbil 
Puckeridge. 

With  what  success  this  plan  was  put 
into  exQcution  will  appear  in  its  proper 
place;  let  it  suffice  at  present  to  say,, 
that  the  most  attentive  scrutiny  of  every 
inch  pf  the  different  roads,  lanes,  and 
paths,  in*  any  way  leading  to,  :comiected' 
with,,  or  attached  to  any  places  between 
Thrapston  and  Cutts  Castle^  took  phtoe- 
without  delay,  and  that  the  parties  em^^ 
ployed  \  in  this  manner .  were  urged  to  • 
the  utmost  exertions  of  their  industry 
and  pains  by  the  love  they  bore  tdwards: 

him: 


J  » 
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him  who  was  the  object  of  their  search ; 
for  Reginald  Cutts  had  long  been  the 
stay  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and  the  re- 
fuge to  which  the  miserable  were  not 
ashamed  nor  afraid  to  apply.  He  had 
long  assisted  by  his  purse,  and  9S  far 
as  his  years  and  his  experience  and 
judgment,  which  last  was  greatly  be^ 
yond  his  years,  would  allow,  the  wants 
and  necessities  of  those  around  him. 
Every  man  engaged  in  the  busipess  to* 
which  his  unaccountable  absence  gave 
rise,  felt,  that-whatever  accident  might 
have  be&llen  that  young  gentleman 
would  be  a  misfortune  to  himself^  and' 
that,  in  the  event  of  their  labours  end*-' 
ing  fatally,  the  whole  community  of  the 
neighbourhood  df  his  fatber^s  domains- 
would  experience  too  sooq  a  great  and 
an  irreparable  loss. 


ft    *       .      . .  •      •  - » 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Like  thieves  surprised,  whilst  they  divide  their  prize* 

Davenamt. 

Wb  must  beg  {^arddn  of  the  reader  fi>r 
banAg  eonduded  the  last  d)apt»  witfa^ 
out  acquainting  htm  with  the  termina-' 
tkMi  and  resiiit  of  the  search  set  on  foot 
fon^  hi»  son  by  sir  Hiarbottle.  What  f<A^ 
lowed  vnSl  be  $peedily  derdop^,  and 
ebtreatis^  permissjon  to  let  us  teli.  our 
tale  in  our  own  way^  without  the  grant 
of  whidi  we  shall  be  unable  to  tell  it  at 
£^11^  Mre  resui»e  our  accounts  of  the  events 
of  ^  this  strange  eventful  history.'' 

V 

0 

There  lived  upon  the  estate  of  sir 
Harbottle  Cutts  (principally  because  no 
one  else  would  suffer  him  to  reside  on 
his  estate)^  one  Gilbert  Qtiartermine,  to- 
gether 
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gether  with  his  wiffe  Hachel^  and  his  son 
Giles  Quartermina  These  people  were 
hj  profession  wood^cutters,  and  labourers 
at  such  other  rustic  employment  as  they 
could  obtain  among  the  neighbouring 
fiurmers;  but  owingf  to  sevend  dii^onest 
practices  in  whidi,  oii  more  occasions 
than  one,  all  three  of  them  had  been  de*  ^ 
tectedi  their  characters  were  in  very  bad 
repute ;  and  very  few  perscmi^  who  had 
any  regard  for  the  safety  of  their  poultry, 
p%s»  or  lineni  would  suffer  them  near 
tbeir  premises. 

•  Th^GOfnseqiienceofthiSwas^asmayb^ 
easily  foreseen,  the  family  of  the  Qoar« 
termines  were  almost  as  poor  asconld 
be;  and  as  Aey  Were,  what  is  very  fte* 
qaently  found  to  be  the  case  with  people 
m  the  most  miserable  ciriumstandei, 
Tory  improvident,  andveiy  bad  mana-^ 
gers  c(  the  slehder  stock  of  naoney  which 
now  and  then  they  did  taudte  shift,  in 
some  way  or  other,  to  obtadui    they 

were 
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were  at  times  forced  to  apply  to,  and  de- 
pend on  t^e  eleemosynary  boiirity  of 
their  nioTe  opulent  neighbours  for  sup-' 
port  and  the  netessaries  of  life. 

•      .  «        ft         « 

In  these  exigencies  of  distress  and 
starvation,  they  had  on  numerous  occa- 
sions applied  for  relief  at  Cutts  Castle, 
and  the  larder  of  the  hospitable  mansion, 
krge  and  ^eU  furnished  as  it  was,  had 
frequently  been  doomed  to  tremble  at 
the  deva^tions  which,  the  rapacity  of 
their  natural  appetites,  increased  hg  long 
fasting,  had  occasioned  in  its  contents. 
Money  too  had  teen  as  frequently  be- 
stowed on  them,  and  many  means,  in 
consideration  of  their  oontrition,  either 
actual  or  assumed,,  had  be^  attempted- 
to  reinstate  them  in;  the  good  ojpimon.  of 
their  neighbours,  and  procure  for  them 
some  employment,  which  might  render 
their  situation  more  bearable,  and  rdieve 
themfromthe  state  of  abjectwretdhedness 
and^  beggaryfto  which  tfhey  were  reduced*. 

But 
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But  all  attempts  to  dure  their  predi- 
lection for  plunder  and  pilfering  bad 
been  unattended  with  any  beneficial  re* 
suits,  and  the  frequency  of  the  complaints 
against  them  had  at  length  become  so 
great,  that  the  members  of  the  Cutts 
family,  though  they  did  not  refuse  to 
contribute  to  their  support,  by  suffering 
them  to  be  supplied  with  many  articles 
of  provision  from  their  house,  declined 
altogether  exerting  themselves  in  for- 
warding their  interests  among  those  who 
were  so  loud  in  their  vituperation  against 
them. 

There  was  nothing  very  particular  in 
the  appearance  of  these'three  beings— - 
nothing  from  which  a  commonplace  ob- 
server  would  have  augured  the  happen- 
ing of  any  thing  of  an  extraordinary 
character;  the  father,  Gilbert  Quarter- « 
mine,  was  in  person  diminutive,  and 
shrivelled  with  the  efibcts  of  hard  living, 
and  frequent  exposure  to  weather  of  all 

sorts ; 
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sorts ;  be  had,  however,  that  sly,  line* 
VJ&b-like  squint  or  leer,  which  is  frequent- 
ly .  to  be  observed  in  persom  of  noieen 
and  predatory  di^ositions  and.  propen- 
sities. 

'  ... 

His  wife,  Rachael  Quartermine,  dif- 
fered but  Uttle  from  her  hu^mU  either 
jin  the  features  of  her  countenanee  or  the 
characteristics  of  her  mind ;  the  one  was 
as  folly  imbued  with  the  same  grovel? 
iing  propensities,  and  the  other  as  dis- 
tinctly  overspread  with  the  same  down- 
cast look  of  conscious  unworthiness  and 
want  of  honesty. 

The  son,  Giles  Quartermiae,  was  in 
person  much  stouter,  and  much  more 
strongly  framed  than  his  diminutive  fa- 
ther ;  and  the  strength  of  his  limbs  and 
superior  activity  kept  pace  with,  and 
gave  his  superior  predilection  for  mis- 
chief and  rapine  a  greater  field  for  its 
exertions  and  oontrivance.    Th^re  was 

in 
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m  the  whole  look,  and  in  the  manners 
of  this  uncultivated  hoor,  something 
which  rendered  it  doubtful  to  those  by 
whom  ^e  was  known,  whether  he  were 
most  fool  or  most  knave ;  the  majority 
of  his  acquaintance,  however,  and  of  the 
neighbouringfarmers  and  country  peoplej 
with  the  liber9lity  usually  to  be  met 
with  in  such  an  alternative  of  opinion^ 
whilst  they  fully  concurred  in  denying 
that  he  possessed  the  smallest  stock  of 
brains  and  wisdom,  unanimously  agreed 
in  yielding  the  palm  of  supremacy  to 
the  roguish  ingredients  of  his  mind  and 
nature. 

On  the  morning  which  followed  the 
eventful  night  on  which  the  incidents 
before  related  to  have  caused  such  com- 
motion  in  Cutts  Castle  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood took  place,  these  three  un* 
couth  and  evil-suspected  persons  were 
assembled  in  the  only  room  which  the 

walls 
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walls  of  the  miserable  apd  squ^id  hpyel 
they  inhabited  -contained.  Upon  a 
wretched  piece  of  board* .  supported  by 
billets,  rough  helvn  frojca  the  neighbour- 
ing woods,  and  used  by  these  victims  of 
vice  and  perjury  as  the  substitute  for  a 
table,  was  spread  the  coarse  unpalatable 
fare,  consisting  of  a  tolerably-sized  loaf 
of  the  coarsest  texture  and  gram,  and 
the  heel  or  bottom  rind  of  what  had 
once  been  a  meagre,  harsh,  unsavoury 
piece  of  cheese,  by  which  their  corporeal 
wants  were  about  to  be  relieved ;  a  sort 
of  leathern  mug,  or  jug,  bound  round 
the  rim,  and  hooped  with  ribs  of  iron, 
or  of  some  metal  of  little  worth,  and 
containing  about  two  quarts  of  stale,  not 
to  say  sour  beer ;  flanking  its  old  com- 
panion, a  dish  of  red  baked  earthenware 
offered  its  services  (by  no  means  to  be 
declined),  for  washing  down  this  undelect- 
able  breakfast^  and  shewed  that  whatever 
might  be  the  religious  notions  and  prac- 
tices 


THE  WIZARD  PEIEST.  49 

tices  c£  those  about  to  partake  of  its 
contents,  they  were,  in  some  degree, 
devoted  to  the  worship  of  Bacdius. 

Ceremony  was  a  guest  never  admitted 
within  their  premises;  and  being  each 
luniished  with  a  clasp-knife^  which  on 
the  present  occasion  they  quickly  drew 
fi)rth  from  some  part  or  other  of  their 
vestments,  they  plunged  simultaneously 
theb  weapons  into  their  unflinching 
piey,  and  in  the  occupation  of  the  mo- 
ment, became  temporarily  forgetful  of 
all  other  business.  Their  appetites  were, 
however,  too  good,  and  their  edibiles  of 
too  limited  dimensions,  to  permit  their 
meal  to  be  of  long  continuance ;  and  it 
was  no  sooner  completed,  and  the  above- 
mentioned  cann  drained  to  the  dregs  of 
its  fermented  fluid,  than  the  following 
dialogue  arose,  which,  lest  its  original 
coarseness  might  give  oflfeno^  to  the  fas- 
tidious, we  have  sofl:ened  down,  and  ren- 
dered as  fit  as  possible  to  be  repeated. 

VOL.  II.  D  %  "  Son 
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''  Son  Giles,  I  long  to  ooiint  tlds  god* 
send.'^ 

<'  Come,  Gikfi,  let's  see  what  we  have 
got  to  trust  to ;  hand  me  the  purse  here, 
man." 

To  this  joint  reiquisition  of  his  parents, 
the  ungracious  yoiith,  without  comply- 
ing with  thdr  wishes^  witli  an  affected 
stare  of  assumed  simplicily^  which  on 
his  vacant  &ce  sat  very  ill,  uttered  the 
following  ungracious  answer^  or  more 
prqperly  speaking,  intent^tory :  ««- 
**  Hand  it  over  to  you,  hey !  you  think 
Giles  Quartermine  a  greater  fool  than 
you'U  find  him,  dotf  t^ou  ?*• 

"We  can  scarcely  do  tha^"  replied 
his  father ;  "  but  come,  Giles,  let's  see  Hie 
contents  of  the  purse — ^honour  amongst 
thieves,  you  know." 

Yes»  yes,"  added  the  old  woman; 

no  dog  eat  dog  in  this  house." 

**  Then  both  of  ye  take  yoor  hands 
off  the  table,  and  I'll  glut  ycHir  eyes,  I 
warrant  ye ;  but  no  one  shall  toudi  this 

eoin 
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coin  but  myself,  except  at  my  own  will ; 
what  I  have  got  is  mine  own,  and  I'll 
hold  hard  my  gripe  of  it  for  onee." 

His  parents,  anxious  fat  the  gratifica- 
tion of  thdr  curiosity,  immediately  re- 
moved their  hands  fix)m  the  surface  of 
the  table,  and  in  further  compliance  with 
the  motioning  of  their  son,  retired  to  a 
short  distance  from  it,  pushing  back  un* 
wiDing  the  rude  seats  on  which  they 
were  seated,  Giles,  as  soon  as  he  judged 
them  to  be  at  what  he  considered  a  re- 
spectfiil  distance,  and  one  compatible 
with  the  safety  of  his  pel^  hid  hold  of 
the  red  dish  before  described,  and  emp- 
tying it  of  the  crumbs  and  small  frag- 
ments  of  the  recent  feast,  proceeded  to 
empty  into  it,  fix>m  a  richly-embroidei«d 
leathem  purse^  which  he  drew  forth  un-> 
wiUinj^y  fiom  his  pocket,  a  gveat  num. 
ber  of  sinning  pieces  of  gold  coin. 

At  this  sight  the  eyes  of  the  father 

D  2  and 


52  THE  WIZARD  PBIEST. 

and  mother  were  stretched  to  an  unusual 
limit  of  expansion,  and  then-  shrivelled 
jaws  distended  in  the  same  proportion ; 
amazement  seemed  to  have  taken  full 
possession  of  every  faculty  of  their  minds 
and  bodies,  and  they  continued  gaping 
on  the  treasure  in  silent  admiration  and 
wonder,  whilst  their  son  was  preparing, ' 
by  counting^  to  ascertain  its  precise  ex- 
tent and  value. 

As  arithmetic  had  been  one  of  the 
branches  of  useful  learning  which,  with 
many  others,  had  been  oveiiodced  in 
the  education  of  Giles  Quartermine, 
enumeration  was  to  him  a  more  difficult 
and  complicated  task  than  it  was  to  per- 
sons acquainted  with  the  science  and 
nature  of  figures ;  and  it  was  not  with* 
out  some  trouble  that  he  made  shift  to 
assure  himself  that  he  was  the  owner  of 
at  least  fifty  pieces  of  precious  and  cur- 
rent metal  of  the  realm. 


He 
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He  had  no  sooner  made  this  highly- 
pleasing  discovery,  and  announced  to 
the  spectators  of  his  good  fortune,  than 
bursting  into  a  hoarse  and  guttural  laugh 
or  chuckle,  he  exclaimed—*'  Night- 
walking  brings  more  grist  to  the  hopper 
than  day-labouring  on  this  sfde  the 
country.** 

'^  Well  said,  son  Giles,  and  truly ;  but 
what  mean  ye  to  do  with  this  money  ?" 

"Why  spend  it  to  be  sure,  that's 
what  it's  coined  for.*' 

"That's  right,  my  boy  T*  joined  in  the 
exulting  mother;  "a  poor  heart  it  is 
that  never  rejoices ;  we  have  plenty  now 
to  bid  defiance  to  want,  and  fright  fa- 
mine and  the  wotf  fix>m  the  door." 

"  Hump !"  said  Giles — "  not  quite  so 
fast,  mother ;  this  money  is  mine— I  feel 
not  quite  so  ready  as  you  may  think  to 
part  it  with  othars." 

"  Why,  Giles,  we  were  together  when 
you  laid  hold  on  it ;  'tis  &ir  it  be  equally 
divided." 

D  3  "  Ay, 


ft 
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•*  Ay,  Imt  Tve  gc*  it,  and  III  keep 
it  too;  I  (M^  not  whether  you  and  mo- 
ther are  pleased  or  not." 

Son  Giles,  you're  surely  jolpng  ?"* 
Not  I,  fidth !    Let  every  one  keep 
what  he's  got ;  I've  got  this,  and  keep  it 
I  wiU." 

"  Now  curse  me  if  you  shall  though !" 
exclaimed,  at  the  same  instant,  both  far 
ther  and  mother;  and  With  a  sort  of 
bound,  jumped  diisectly  dose  to  the 
table,  and  before  the  son  could  prevent 
them,  laid  violent  bands  upon  liiat  por- 
ticHi  of  the  coin  which  he  had  not  had 
sufficient  opportunity  and  time  to  secure 
from  their  clutches.  Giles,  however, 
managed  so  far  to  fhistrate  tibar  inten- 
ticms  of  becoming  his  copartners^  as  to 
let  them  lay  bold  of  very  few  of  the 
pieces,  with  the  caption  of  wMch,  not 
feeling  themselves  at  all  satisfied,  they 
both,  as  if  by  previous  concert^  iell  furi- 
ously upon  their  son,  and  endeavoured 
by  force,  and  what  the  law  calls  m  et 

<-  anniSf 


THE  WIZARD  FRIEST.  55 

armg^  or  witih  the  strong  hand,  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  newly^aoquired  wealth, 
or,  at  least,  so  &r  to  reduce  its  extent  as 
to  T&aAet  it  compatible  with  their  no- 
tions of  equity,  and  the  rights  of  tenants 
in  common.  Giles,  in  the  meantime;, 
was  not  idle  in  defending  his  precious 
possession;  in  vain  the  two  assailants 
tugged  at  and  strove  to  rend  asunder 
his  dasped  hands  and  arms;  he  fiilly 
performed  the  promise  he  had  just  before 
made,  of  holding  &stly  what  he  griped, 
and  resisted,  with  successful  strength 
and  agitity,  every  effort  which  they 
made  to  cause  him  to  relinquish  his 
hold. 

In  the  course  of  the  strug^e^  tte  par- 
ties interested  contrived  to  upset  both 
themselves  and  the  tabk ;  and  the  huge 
red  pan,  or  dish,  which  had  but  a  few 
instants  before  been  employed  to  hold 
the  object  of  their  warfare  was  predpi- 
tated  ta  the  gnnmd,  and  dashed   to 

D  4  atoms. 
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atoms,  but  hot  before  it  had,  in  its  de^ 
scent,  lighted  on  the  head  of  the  prostrate 
Giles,  and  disfigured  his  temple  with  a 
ghastly  wound,  the  blood  flowing  from 
which,  distained  in  gory  streams  the 
ragged  habiliments  in  which  his  limbs 
and  body  were  cased. 

Gile^  however,  heeded  not  this 
wound,  and  the  conflict  still  raged  with- 
out abatement,  and  might,  so  equally 
matched  were  the  combatants,  have  been 
protracted  to  an  almost  ^dless  duration, 
if  a  circumstance  had  not  taken  place 
which  led  to  a  speedy  termination  €£ 
hostilities,  and  brought  all  present  back 
to  their  senses.  This  drcumstance  was 
nothing^  else  than  a  violait  rapping  at 
the  door,  and  demands  from  several 
voices  of  instant  admittance* 


Gilbert  and  his  wife  no  sooner  heard 
this  uneKpected,  and  at  that  moment 
particularly-unwelcome    announcement 

of 
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of  the  arrival  of  visitors,  than  springing 
upon  their  feet  (for  they  were  at  the 
time  when  the  knoddng  was  first  ap- 
plied to  the  door  kneeling  over  the  per- 
son of  their  &llen  son),  they  endeavour- 
ed, as  quickly  as  possible,  to  regain  some 
degree  of  composure,  and  get  themselves 
prepared  for  the  entrance  of  those  with- 
out 

Giles  too  was  on  his  legs  in  a  moment, 
and  pulling  over  his  bleeding  head  a 
greasy  old  woollen  cap,  which  was  the 
first  thing  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon, 
he  bound  it,  without  delay,  round  his 
brows,  with  a  piece  of  linen  in  a  woefql 
state  of  dilapidation ;  he  had  no  sooner 
accomplished  this  than  he  threw  himself 
at  full  length  on  a  sort  of  couch,  which 
was  placed  against  the  sdde  of  the  apart- 
ment,  and  dosing  his  eyes,  and  breath* 
mg  hard,  feigned  himself  to  be  under 
the  influence  of  a  heavy  sleep.    Beforey 

n  5  however, 
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however,  all  this  was  acoompUshed^  the 
noiee  at  the  dpor^  and  the  demands  of 
admittance  became  so  impprtun$rt:e,  that 
Gilbert  plainly  foresaw,  if  h^  delayed 
much  longer  complying  with  them,  force 
would  be  m^de  use  of  to  gain  fSi  entrance. 
Seeing,  therefore,  that  there  was  no  al- 
temative  but  to  obey,  he  reluctantly 
advanced  towards  the  door,  and  remov- 
ing the  bar  and  latch  by  which  it  was 
secured,  g^ve  admissipu  to.  those  by 
whom  it  was  beset* 

The  party,,  which  now  entered  the 
hovel,  consisted  of  si^  men,  w^  armed 
and  aocouteredf  and  dressed  in,  a  ga|b 
which  he  well  kn^w  was  peorliar  to  the 
officers  of  justice.  Though  in  consider- 
able trepidatipn  at  what  both  he. pud  his 
wife  considered  a  visit  foreboding  rcvll, 
they  bot>&  eixd^avowfed  to  look  as  com- 
posedly as  they,  were  al^  and  the  former 
of  them,  with  illHooncealed  terrpr  apd 

alarm. 


alarm,  addressing  himself  to  the  intra* 
ders»  said — **  Good^morrow  to  ye,  gentleu 
mair 

To  this  salutation  none  of  the  party 
addressed  vouchsafed  to  return  any  ac- 
knowledgment, but  the  leader  of  them, 
in  a  tone  harsh  and  severe,  proceeded  to 
address  his  dismayed  auditors  in  these 
words;-^^  Gilbert  Quartermine,  a  seri* 
cms  charge  has  been  laid  against  y6u, 
your  wife,  and  your  son  Griles." 

^  A  serious  enlarge  laid  against  me, 
my  wife,  and  son  Giles  r 

^  Repeftt  not  my  words,  man,  neither 
interrupt  me  in  what  I  am  about  to  say: 
yes,  Gilbert  Quartermiiie,  a  serious 
chai]^  has  beetl,  by  a  penson  worthy  of 
belid^,  laid  against  you  and  your  family. 
Do  you  HBOollect  any  thing  done  by  you 
of  late  that  can  expose  you  to  a  thing  of 
this  nature?" 

^'Lord  keep  us,  sir,  not  I!  we  are 

1)6  ".    pC)or 
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poor  hard*workiiig  souls,  and  know  not 
what  your  honour  means." 

*'  Can  you  recollect  nothing  in  your 
conduct  of  late  that  might  have  led  you 
to  expect  our  presence  P"* 

*'  Not  I,  your  honour,  by  the  God 
that  made  me  T 

**  Then  I  will  refresh  your  memoty, 
sir.  Where  were  you  between  ten  atid 
twelve  o'  the  dock  last  night,  Gilbert  ?" 

«  Where  was  I  last  night  between  ten 
and  twelve  o'  the  dock ! — why  were 
should  I  be  at  that  time  o'  night  but 
fast  asleep  in  bed,  in  this  very, mom ?" 

**  Be  careful  what  je  say,  nian-«-what 
you  have  just  utteied  is  false :  Hockail 
the  warrener  spw  you^  your  wife,  and 
son,  within  the  liaut%  of  the  time  I  have 
mentioned,  on.  Foxglove  Heath,  not 
three  furlmigs  from  the  Murderer's  Hole : 
but  come  in ;  this  is  no  place  for  debat* 
ing  matters  of  this  sort ;  we  have  here 
a  warrant  for  the  apprebenston .  of  all 
three  of  you»  for  tlie  wilful  murder  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Reginald  Cutts,  and  are  empowered 
to  search  your  persbns  and  your  pre- 
mises.  Felton,  do  you  guard  the  door, 
and  suffer  not  one  of  then!i  to  leave  the 
room.  Yield,  aU  of  ye,  with  a  good 
grace  to  our  authority ;  it  will  be  better 
for  you:  and  do  you,  Giles  Quarter- 
mine,  get  quickly  on  your  legs,  and 
sham  not  sleep,  man !  you  must  with 
us."  (Here  he  gave  the  person  he  ad- 
dressed a  thrust  with  the  Jong  staff  of 
office  which  he  carried  in  his  hand ;  and 
Giles,  pitetending  to  be  suddenly  aroused 
from  a  sound  nap,  rose  slowly  up,  ex- 
daimii^ — ^'^  Who  calls  Giles  Quarter- 
mine  ?**  ' 

**  Fellow,  arise,  and  sham  not  sleq>, 
I  say ;  this  is  no  time  to  play  the  fool !" 

The  old  man  and  his  wife  seeing  what 
turn  miatters  were  likely  to  take,  fell  on 
thdr  knees  bdbre  the  man  of  authority, 
and  wringing  their  hands,  with  evety 
accompaniment  of  woe  and  horror,  en- 

deavoured 
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deavoured  to  excite  his  pity»  and  avert 
the  removal  of  their  perspns  from  their 
accustomed  place  of  abode.~>'V  For  God 
sake,  sir,  put  not  your  warrant  into 
execution ;  we  are  innocent  of  the  charge 
against  us;  we  are  poor  hard-working 
bodies-^we  never  laid  finger  .cm  Mr. 
Reginald  Cutta-*we  know  nothing  of 
his  murder :  for  Heaven's  sake,  your  ho- 
nour, spare  us !  we  never  hijured  man, 
woman,  or  child :  we  are  no  murderers ; 
for  mercy        *' 

*'  Peace,  kqav^  T  roared  finrth  the 
leader  of  the  band,  his  professional  in* 
difference  being  nowise  disturbed  in  fii* 
vour  of  the  supplicants.  **  Hubert,  .do 
you  secure  these,  brawlers  hand  to  hand, 
with  the  gives."  Hia  directiotis .  were 
immediately,  in  spite  of  the  struggles 
and  fiwitic  intercession  of  the  pwties, 
obeyed  by  one  of  his^  satellites.-^'*  Meiv 
gan  and  Lambert,  do  you  secuiie  thitf 
gaping  idiot"  This  cfHnmaod  waa  put 
into  ei^ecution  almost  as  soon  as  it  was 

ft 

delivered. 
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deliveredy  and  the  wrists  of  the  reluctant 
Giles  fast  braced  with  fetters.  ^  Before 
we  leave  the  place^  we  must  search  dili- 
gently for  what  we  doubt  not  we  shall 
quickly  find-I  mean,  »me  farther 
proofs  of  your  deUnquency*" 

So  saying,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
powers  widi  which  he  was  armed  for 
that  purpose,  the  speaker  advanced  to- 
wards a  piece  of  ragged  curtain,  which 
was  stretdied  across  one  of  the  angles  of 
this  squalid  chamber,  and  with  a  sud- 
den jerk  cf  his  hand  pulled  it  completely 
from  the  nails  by  which  it  was  support* 
ed:  immediately  bdiind  this  tattered  rag 
was  seen  a  rude,  ^elf,  on  which  were 
placed  several  pieces  of  bcoken  crockery^ 
and  on  which  also  stood,  in  ominous  te$-: 
timony  agamst  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hut»  a  hajl;  obviously  belonging  to  some 
person  of  much  higher  rank  than  them4 
selves^  and  nearly  new;  The  minister 
of  justioe  no  sooner  bebdd  this  object  so 

corroboratory 
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corroboratoiy  of  the  charge  which  he  had 
jtist  made  agamst  these  wretdied  people, 
than  he  exultingly  seized  it,  exckdming 
— **  So  ho,  my  men  of  innocence !  how 
came  ye  hy  this  hat  ?* 

**  Our  son  Giles  found  it." 

"  Say,  Giles,  found  ye  this  hat  ?" 

"  Yes,  I  found  it." 

*•  You  did,  did  ye  ?  Where  might 
ye  have  found  it,  man  ?'• 

'*  Where  might  I  have  foun^  that 
hatr 

"  Ay,  where  found  ye  it  ?•* 

**  Why,  it  is  so  long  back  that  I  f<»r- 
get  now  exactly  where  I  did  find  it" 

"  How  long  have  ye  had  it  then  ?** 

"  How  long  have  T  had  it !  why,  per- 
haps a  month  or  two ;  it  may  be  a  week, 
more  or  less— I  am  not  certain  as  to  the 
exact  time." 

"  That  is  more  than  I  know.  Nor- 
man, do  you  search  his  pockets.  Ha ! 
what  have  we  here  ?  gold ! — ^five,  ten, 
twenty,  thirty,  forty-three  pieces  of  gold ! 

Now 
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Now  see  what  you  can  find  on  the  per- 
sons of  the  other  two :  oh  ho !  my  guilt- 
less lambs — ^two,  three,  five,  seven  pieces 
ofccMn!  this  looks  like  innocence.  Seek 
what  that  bed  contains. — ^Nothing :  weU, 
what  we  have  found  already  will  suffice. 
Come,  prisoners,  prepare  to  go  with  us 
before  sir  Roger  Berkeley ;  what  ye  may 
have  to  say  must  be  told  to  him ;  come, 
follow  me,  and  strive  not  to  escape— it 
will  be  useless." 

So  saying,  he  strode  firom  the  apart- 
ment into  the  open  air;  and  his  attend- 
ants, in  conformity  with  his  orders,  hav- 
ing &st  bound  their  prisoners,  and  safb- 
ly  secured  the  hat  and  gold,  without  de- 
lay followed  him.  By  this  time  a  con- 
siderable concourse  of  persons  was  as- 
sembled  at  the  door  of  the  cottage  of  the 
Quartermines ;  rumour  having  already 
spread  the  report  of  their  implication  in 
the  murder  of  Reginald  Cutts,  and  of 
their  intended  apprehendon. 

In 
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In  dogged  sileDce  the  sullen  group 
proceeded  to  die  seat  of  sir  Roger,  be 
bemg  the  nearest  magistrate  in  the  coun- 
ty ;  to  whom  sir  Harbottl^  in  qf^nse- 
quence  of  what  he  met  with  in  his 
search  for  his  son^  had^  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, applied. 

Tb^  seat  of  this  ancient  gentleman 
was  situated  at  a  distance  of  at  least  five 
miles  from  the  hut  of  Gilbert  Quarter* 
mine,  ^d  during  the  whole  of  the  road 
to  it,  the  captives  preserved  a  sort ,  of 
stubborn,  sulky  deportment*— their  eyes 
being  fixed  on  the  ground  over  which 
they  were  walking,  and  seldom  or  ever 
raised  or  turned  to  the  right  or  left  oi 
their  path. 

ft  * 

We  will  not  tire  the  i^er  wHh  a  re- 
ntal of  what  took  place  at  their  exami- 
nation before  sir  Apger  ]3erkeley»  as  we 
shall  shortly  go  at  leQg^  into  the .  nar- 
rative of  their  trial  and  defence  before  a 

^  higher 


THE  WIZARD  PRIEST.  67 

higher  authority ;  let  it  be  sufficieiit  for 
the  present  to  say,  that  that  respectaUe 
individual,  after  duly  weighing  the 
strength  of  the  {»oo6,  and  the  import- 
anoe  of  the  accusation  made  against 
them,  and  the  nature  of  the  defence 
which  they  attempted  to  set  up  against 
them»  felt  himsdf  fuUy  ji;»tified  in  fully 
committing  all  three  of  them  to  the  gaol 
of  Northampton,  to  abide  their  ultimate 
fate  at  the  hands  of  a  jury  of  thdr  coun- 
tiymen. 

These  miseraUe  creatures  had  the  sa- 
tis&ctkm — ^if  to  people  of  their  character, 
and  in  the  drcumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed,  it  could  be  catted  satis&c- 
tion— of  not  long  lingering  iii  suspense 
as  to  what  would  be  their  destiny.  It 
happ^ied  that  the  assiises  were  held  at 
Northampton,  within  a  week  or  ten 
days  after  the  day  of  their  committal, 
and  the  grand  jury  haying  unanimously 
found  a  true  bill  for  the  wilful  murder 

of 
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of  Repaid  Cutts  against  them,  they 
were^  on  Friday,  the  tenth  day  of  Au- 
gust 16 — ,  arraigned  and  put  upon  their 
trial  at  the  har  of  the  crown  side  of  the 
sessions. 

* 

An  immense  concourse  of  persons,  as 
is  generally  the  case  when  curiosity  is 
excited  by  the  news  that  something  hor- 
rible is  about  to  be  developed  and  brought 
to  light,  crowded  the  court,  in  which 
the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the  accused 
was  to  be  ascertained,  at  a  very  early 
hour;  and  a  most  solemn  silence  per- 
vaded the  hall  of  justice,  when,  after 
some  business  of  mere  form  having  been 
speedily  dismissed,  the  judge  took  his 
seat  on  the  bench.  In  a  few  minutes 
after,  the  approach  of  the  prisoners  to 
the  dock,  in  which,  during  their  trial, 
they  were  about  to  take  their  stations, 
was  announced,  by  a  slight  buzzing 
soutid,  in  the  direction  of  the  door 
through  which  it  was  known  they  were 

to 
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to  pass.  Directly  afterwards  they  made 
their  appearsmoe/  and  took  their  ap- 
pointed places ;  all  eyes  were  in  an  in- 
stant fixed  upon  them ;  and  seldom,  if 
ever,  had  the  eyes  of  the  assembled 
spectators  been  fixed  on  three  more  mi- 
serable and  disgusting  objects  than  those 
which  were  now  presented  to  their  sight. 
Having,  at  the  time  of  their  apprehen* 
sion,  been  deprived  of  the  wealth,  for  the 
division  of  which  they  had  been  con- 
tending but  a  moment  before  and  not 
having  in  their  pockets  a  single  piece  of 
money,  of  even  the  lowest  value  besides, 
they  had,  during  their  residence  in  the 
county-gaol,  been  totally  unable  to  ob- 
tain any  thing  beyond  the  narrow  con- 
tents of  the  **  common  basket."  Their 
countenances  were  actually  begrimed 
with  dirt  and  squalor,  and  their  fears 
and  terror '  of  the  result  of  what  was 
about  to  take  place,  appeared  to  have 
almost  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  exa- 
mination and  childish  imbecility. 

Immediately 
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Immediately  within  the  bar,  and  sit- 
tmg  at  the  tabk  appointed  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  counsel,  was  to  be 
seen  Harbottle  Cutts,  dressed  in  a  com- 
plete siut  of  black,  his  countenance  be- 
ing strongly  impressed  with  the  finger 
of  deep  sorrow,  and  deeply  tinted  with 
the  palid  hue  of  care  and  tribulation. 

The  proper  officer  of  the  court  having 
called  on  the  prisoners,  in.  the  solemn 
fbrmola  of  the  law,  to  declare  whether 
tiiey  pleaded  '*  gvoLty  or  not  gailtf*  to 
the  crime  of  which  ithey  were  accused, 
and  they,  after  some  hesitation,  having 
been  advised  by  the  judge  to  plead  **  not 
guilty,"  having  acted  in  conformity  to 
his  directions,  the  jury,  in  whose  hands 
their  lives  and  deaths  were  placed,  were 
sworn  in,  and  the  counsel  for  the  piose^ 
cution  arising  fit)m  his  seat,  in  a  speech 
of  some  length,  and  far  too  long  to  be 
here  transcribed,  detailed  tiie  particulars 
of  the  crime,  whieh  the  juiy  were  that 

day 


THE  WIZARD  PRIEST.  71 

day  assembled  to  inquire  into,  and  ad- 
verted to  the  nature  and  strength  of  the 
evidence,  which,  he  said,  he  had  no 
doubt  would  appear  to  them,  as  it  had 
done  to  him,  fatally  condusive  of  the 
guilt  of  the  prisoners  at  the  bar.  He 
professed — ^though  he  added,  he  did  not 
think  it  possible  his  wishes  could  be  gra- 
tified— ^that  he,  though  counsel  for  the 
crown,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
bound,  if  possiUe,  to  convict,  should 
feel  himself  most  highly  pleased,  and 
should,  for  on^  exult,  if  the  parties  un- 
der accusation  should  be  able  to  bring 
proofs  of  their  innocence  sufficient  to  re- 
but the  testimony  he  meant  immediate- 
ly to  adduce  against  them,  and  should,  as 
completely  as  any  person  in  court,  rejoice 
at  their  acquittal  and  discharge.  To 
tbis  he  added  a  long  commonplace  per- 
oration, ^similar  to  those  by  which  ora- 
tions of  this  sort  are  generally  concluded, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  call  the 
witnesses  to  which  he  had  alluded.    The 

first 
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first  of  these  was  the  unhappy  father  of 
the  man  with  whose  murder  the  Quar- 
termines  were  charged  :  he  was  permit- 
ted by  the  judge^  in  consideration  of  his 
rank,  and  the  peculiar  drcumstances  of 
the  ease  to  give  his  evidence  without 
Ij^ving  the  place  where  he  was  station- 
ed ;  and  in  answer  to  the  questions  of 
the  advocate,  spoke  as  here  follows  :— 

"  Sir  Harbottle  Cutts,  you  are,  I  be- 
lieve,  father  to  the  young  gentleman 
with  whose  murder  the  prisoners  at  the 
bar  stand  charged  ?*' 

•*  I  am." 

"  When  did  you  last  see  your  son  T 

*^  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  July  last,  at 
half-past  seven  or  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening ;  he  left  my  house  on  horsebadc 
to  go  to  Tbrapstpn,  to  the  Flask,  where 
he  expected  to  meet  the  steward  of  Mr. 
Wharton^  whom  he  wished  to  see  on 
business.*' 

"When 
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"  When  he  left  your  house,  was  he 
provided  with  money  ?'* 

''  Yes,  he  had  a  purse  with  him  filled 
with  gold  coin." 

'*  Is  this  the  purse  ?" 

"  Yes,  it  is ;  I  am  positive  of  its  iden- 
tity." 

'^  Fray  is  this  the  hat  your  son  had  on 
at  the  time  you  last  saw  him  ?" 

**  Yes,  I  can  identiiy  that  also;  he 
had  it  new  but  a  few  days  before." 

"When  did  you  ride- out  in  search 
of  your  son,  and  what  led  to  your  so 
doing  ?" 

^f  After  having  in  vain  aat  up  some 
hoursifor  his  return,  I  beheld,  from  the 
windows  of  my  apartment,  his  horse  led 
back  without  him ;  and  in  alarm  thereat, 
I  immediafiely^  suni^noned  my  domestics, 
aad/Mde  out  to  see  the  reasons  for  such 
»  cifieumstaiice." 

^^  'What  >  tidii^,  after  this,  •  did  you 
hear  ^f  your  son  ?" 

"After  exaiaining  the  road  as  mi* 
»T0L.  !!•  E  nutely 
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nutely  as  I  oould»  I  came,  after  some 
time,  to  *  Murderer's  Hole,'  and  was 
alarmed  by  finding  (the  moon  shining 
brightly  at  the  time)  several  pieces  of 
the  clothes  and  cloak  by  which  I  knew 
my  son  was  covered,  torn  to  rags,  and 
lying  on  the  ground.  I  also  found  a 
riding- whip,  which  I  ascertained  to  be 
his ;  and  in  great  alarm,  I  rode,  as  quick- 
ly as  I  could,  to  Thrapston,  to  the  Flask, 
,  where  I  learnt  my  son  had  been  about 
three  hours  before." 

"  What  else  did  you  learn  at  the 
Flask?" 

*^  I  learnt  that  my  son  had  been  there, 
and  had  waited  some  time  for  the  stew- 
ard, but  had  not  seen  him ;  that  he  had 
seen  his  servant,  and  had  delivered  a 
message  to  him ;  that  Giles  Quartermine, 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  had  also  been 
there — ^had  seen  my  son  there,  and  left 
the  house  shortly  after  his  departure." 

'*  That  will  do,  sir ;  I  have  no  more 
questions  to  ask  of  y  ou  " 

He 
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He  then  called  Roger  Jilks,  who  im 
mediately  appeared  in  the  witness-box, 
and  the  examination  proceeded. 

**  Your  name  is  Roger  Jilks,  I  believe, 
and  you  either  are,  or  was,  ten  days  ago, 
the  servant  of  Mr.  Walter  Wharton  ?" 

'^  Yes,  that  is  my  name ;  and  I  was 
what  you  say." 

**  When  and  where  did  you  last  see 

Mr.  Reginald  Cutts?'* 

"  On  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  July 
last,  at  about  half-past  ten  o'clock,  at  the 
Flask  at  Thrapston.*" 

"  Was  any  other  person  present  on 
that  occasion  ?" 

Yes,  Giles  Quartermine.** 
What  passed  between  you  ?" 

*^  Mr.  Reginald  Cutts  said,  he  wanted 
to  see  my  master,  and  that  he  had  got 
money  for  him.  I  told  him,  my  master 
had  sent  me  there  to  wait  for  him,  and 
that  I  expected  him  every  minute.  Mr. 
Reginald  waited  nearly  two  hours,  and 

£  2  then 
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.       *       *.  ... 

then  said,  he  was  unable  to  widt  longer, 
as  he  had  proinised  his  father  and  mo- 
ther  to  be  back  early,  and  he  was  fearful 
tbey  would  be  alarmed  if  he  kept  not 
his  promise.  We  then  wished  each 
other  good-night ;  arid  I  "being  tired  of 
waiting,  and  thinking  that  my  master 
would  not  come  to  THrapstx>n  at  that 
late  hour,  rode  home.** 

^^  Did  Giles  Quarterniine  kiiow  that 
Mr.  Cutts  was  furnished  With  money  ?» 

"  Yes,  I  am  sure  he  must ;  for  Mr. 
Reginald  took  his  plirse  (a  long  heavy 
purse)  out  of  his  pocket,  aiid  told  me 
the  contents  of  it  were  for  my  master.'* 

"  Is  this  the  purse?" 

"  Yes,  it  is ;  for  I  took  particular  no- 
tice of  it.** 

**  You  may  retire;  I  do  not  want  you 
any  more.'* 

Hugh  Hockeril  was  liext  called. 

^*  Hugh  Hockeril,  tell  us  wBere  aind 

when 
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when  you  last  saw  the  prisoners  at  the 
bar." 
**  I  saw  them  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  thir- 

j!  7      *  ■    •  ■  *        ; 

tieth  of  July  last,  as  nearly  as  I  can  judge, 
at  twelve  o'clock.  I  saw  them  all  three 
together^  opnung  from  the  Murderer^s 
Hole ;  when  I  met  them,  they  were  just 
on  th^e  verge  of  Foxglove  Heaths*' 

"  Did  they  seem  anxious  to  avoid  ob- 
servation  ?*' 

«  They  did.'' 

Ralph  Bartizan  was  then  placed  in  the 
box,  and  examined  as  follows : — 

"You  apprehended  the  prisoners,  I 
believe  ?*• 

« I  did  so.'* 

"  What  were  the  circumstances  at- 
tending  their  apprehension  ?*' 

**  I'hey  declared  their  innocence — said 

they  had  been  in-doors  all  ni^ht;  and 

upon  searching  their  room,  a  hat  was 

found." 

E  8  "Is 
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«  Is  this  it?'' 

"  It  is.'' 

*^  Was  this  purse  and  money  found 
on  them?" 

"  Yes,  it  was." 

"  Were  there  any  marks  of  blood 
about  them  ?" 

"  Yes,  the  dothes  of  all  three  of  them 
were  stdined  in  several  places  with  blood." 

**  You  may  withdraw."  Then  turn- 
ing  to  the  judge  and  jury,  he  informed 
them  that  his  case  was  closed. 

The  prisoners  were  now  called  upon 
for  their  defence^  and  informed,  that 
they  might,  if  they  chose,  put  any 
questions  tl^ey  might  deem  expedient, 
or  likely  to  be  attended  with  exculpa- 
tory testimony,  to  the  witnesses ;  or,  that 
if  they  thought  proper,  they  were  now 
at  full  liberty  to  call  witnesses  to  speak 
in  their  favour;  and  that  they  might 
depend  on  the  court  shewing  them  every 
indulgence  in  the  course  of  what  they 

might 
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« 

might  be  about  to  say,  and  to  extend 
to  them  every  benefit  compatible  with 
the  law  of  the  land. 

To  this  annunciation  the  only  answer 
they  returned  was,  in  a  flat  and  vehe- 
ment denial  of  the  truth  of  many  things 
that  had  been  said  against  them — an  as- 
sertion that  they  found  the  purse  and 
hat,  and  in  the  most  strenuous  protest-^ 
ations  of  their  innocence,  and  repeated 
intercessions,  supplications,  and  cries  for 
mercy.  As  soon  as  order  could  be  in 
some  measure  restored,  and  silence  had 
succeeded  the  noise  and  loudness  of  their 
repeated  outcries,  the  judge  prepared  to 
sum  up  the  evidence ;  and  turning  him- 
self to  the  jury,  took  a  clear  and  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  whole  case,  and 
concluded  by  saying,  that  in  their  hands 
he  left  the  decision  of  the  case,  and  the 
future  fate  of  the  accused ;  observing, 
that  though  to  him  there  was  very  lit- 
tle appearance  of  their  being  innocent  of 

E  4  the 
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mercy,  my  lord !  oh,  I  am  innocent !  oh, 
mercy !  mercy  P* 

The  violence  of  his  emotions  became 
at  length  too  great  for  human  nature  to 
sustain ;  he  swooned,  and  fell  senseless 
at  full  length  on  the  floor  of  the  dock, 
and  was  in  that  condition,  together  with 
his  &ther  and  mother,  removed  from  the 
court ;  but  not  before  the  awful  sentence 
of  the  law  had  been  pronounced,  and  all 
three  of  the  malefactors  had  been  order- 
ed for  execution  on  the  following  Mon- 
day, 

Though  in  consequence  of  what  came 
out  at  the  trial,  of  which,  from  fears  of 
being  too  tedious  and  prolix,  we  have 
only  given  the  substance  and  principal 
parts,  and  the  previously-bad  character, 
which  the  Quartermines  were  known  to 
be  in  possession  of,  very  little  doubts 
were  entertained  of  their  being  guilty 

of 
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of  the  bloody  deed  for  which  they  were 
doomed  to  suffer,  yet  there  were  not 
wanting  a  few  persons,  who,  considering 
that  the  evidence  on  which  they  had 
been  convicted  was  entirely  circum- 
stantial,  though  certainly  as  strong  as 
drcumstantial  evidence  could  be^  that 
no  one  had  seen  the  fatal  blow  actually 
struck,  and  that  the  body  of  the  mur- 
dered man  had  not  been  discovered, 
were  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  jus- 
tice of  the  verdict.  The  opinion  of  these 
persons,  however,  though  very  rational, 
and  the  arguments  they  used  in  support 
of  it,  though  far  from  deficient  in 
strength,  were,  as  is  generally  the  case, 
overwhelmed,  and,  as  it  were,  complete- 
ly swept  away,  by  the  opposite  opinion 
of  the  immense  majority,  by  whom  the 
three  delinquents  were  loaded  with  every 
species  of  vituperation,  and  with  curses 
of  every  sort ;  and  the  hour  of  their  ex- 
ecution looked  forward  to  with  every 
mark  and  feeling  of  satisfaction. 

E  6  In 
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In  the  intenral  which  elapsed  between 
the  condemnation^  and  time  {^pointed 
for  the  execution  of  tihese  horror-stricken 
wretches^  the  diaplain  of  the  prison^  a 
worthy  and  exemplary  maiii,  and  one 
who  spared  no  pains  in  the  execution  of 
his  arduous  and  unpkasant  duties;,  and 
several  gentlemen  xtesiding  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood^  and  friends  of  sir  Harbottle 
and  bis  fiuixily,  exerted  tbemsdves^  at 
the  request  of  that  individual,  to  endea- 
vour to  elicit  from  the  condemned  a 
confession  of  tbeir  guilty  and  iua  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  concealed 
the  bo%  of  their  victim. 

But  all  attempts  of  this  sort  ware  .un- 
attended ^ith  success ;  Cilbert  Quarter- 
mine,  the  fathei:,  his  .wife,  «and.S0q,,unl- 
formly  d^ed  haviifg  ^committed  .the 
deed  for  wliich  th^  were  ioondemned  to 
die.  In  vain  wasJtpointedout  to  them, 
that  in  this  world  they^had  no  rmercy  to 
expect ;  that  it  was  "vaintto.  assert  them- 
selves 
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sdhm  ifmae^t  pf  a  .orifln^^  pf  wlkioh 
thdr  being  giiilfy  bid  te^  Mfi^e  mw|r 
fest  by  the  depaest  AiUl  ^110^  ifisipiterest- 
ed  testknony ;  and  tb<iit  t;4ey  .C9M^4  ex- 
pect no  ^paodan  « th«(t  pne^fonce,  ]be^ 
wliidi  tbey  were  bo  ehoitHy  "to  fi^p^^  ^ 
d^y  persisted  in  .wkfabolidtfig  the  iti^tl^ 
to  the  last,  and  ferkhod  [ivrijtt^Qut  xoa]^. 
ing  -fllll  the  ataneaaent  w  ith^r  {x>wer^ 
to  49ie  ^coaMDittiiity  wbioh  lAvBy  1^  in* 
j»red,  and  4fae  Mlatims  oif  him  yr)^  had 
iffflen  4)eneath  their  ^eti^es. 

It  was  however  all  to  no  purpose. 
Wkh.^peligioDj  ;or  theiexistenoe  qf  a  fu- 
ture state,  fthey  appealed  tp  j^ve  lit^ 
er  «o  aequdntence:  jwhat  itit^  M<^3* 
tinot.glimBpuerii^s.c^ia  state .^  l)€iuigl;»6- 
yend  4he  limits  df  ilhis  }iSe  :tl^y  ha^, 
were  dark,  obseoie,«iuiQbeer]|ig,  iind  hqi> 
lible;  they  iseemed  U>  tomwd^r  tl^ejp- 
fldves  as  just  enterii^g  jQP  la  J^^ufney, 
vfki&h  would  «nd  Jn  .fioiKiigpiiQgfl^heqQi 

for  ever  to  ^paqgs  ^aod  ^^tpqn^qtej  and 

viewed 
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viewed  their  arrival  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, as  the  commencement  of  a  new 
state  of  existence,  infinitely  more  dread- 
ful and  fearful  than  that  to  which  even 
they  had  been  hitherto  exposed.  In 
short,  nothing  in  the  shape  or  nature  of 
repentance,  contrition,  or  confession, 
could  be  drawn  firom  them ;  and  as  the 
moment  appointed  for  the  termination 
of  their  earthly  career  drew  nearer  and 
more  near,  their  fears  of  death,  and  the 
terrors  of  their  approaching  fate,  seemed 
completely  to  have  stultified  their  senses. 

On  the  &tal  morning  fixed  by  law 
for  witnessing  the  forfeit  of  their  crimes, 
they  were  at  an  early  hour  brought  out 
upon  the  roof  of  the  huge  gateway,  or 
barbican,  of  the  county  gaol ;  thousands 
of  spectators  were  assembled  to  witness 
their  punishment;  and  what  is  some- 
what remarkable,  Mr.  WharUxi,  who 
had  that  morning  rode,  over  to  North- 
ampton,  for  some  purpose  with  which 

we 
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we  are  unacquainted,  was  one  of  them ; 
he  was  not,  however,  willingly,  but  was, 
in  a  manner,  wedged  into  the  middle  of 
the  mob,  in  such  a  way  that  he  found  it 
impossible  to  extricate  himself.  Whilst 
he  was  thus  circumstanced,  and  reflect- 
ing in  his  conscience,  that  he  was  equally 
as  guilty  as  those  about  to  suffer,  and 
that  on  the  very  same  night  on  which 
the  murder  committed  by  them  had 
taken  place,  another  murder  had  been 
perpetrated  by  his  instigation,  they 
were  all  three  brought  forth;  the  old 
man  and  woman  were  so  weakened  with 
distress  and  terror,  that  it  was  found 

« 

necessary  to  support  them  on  the  scaf- 
fold :  the  son  was  in  apparent  strength, 
and  even  in  high  spirits ;  but  to  an  at« 
tentive  observer  it  was  not  difficult,  to 
be  perceived  that  he  was  labouring  ei- 
ther under  the  effects  of  spirits,  or  intox- 
ication. With  a  firm  step  he  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  the  platform,  and  in  a 
voice  horribly  deep  and  repulsive  in  its 

intonation^ 
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mtpifx^i^qo^  iq^orme^  the  asi^mbled 
CFQyr^f  that  l^p  ]^as  ^  guil]^  of  ^he  crime 
fo^  jvHoif^  }x^  y[^  abojip  to  sifter,  and 

hiffltad^r 

In  ^  ^Yf  nKm^nts  a^i^  fJi^  w^a^  coii' 
cil\ide^,  an4  the  ibodies  of  the  felons 
tBke^  ^9^,  prepa^toiy  to  fMr  bdn^ 
gUpilbeit^  in  ,dlain^  .on  jthe.spqt  ,which  it 
W^s  s^ppajq^  ^  1^  %  st^  of  their 
{tt^9citi^.  T^e  ipob  ^isp^W  in  all  di- 
reqti^fp^ :  tl^e  ^treet3  ,qf  tl^,tj0|wn  ibecan^e 
W<^  «W»  clear  w^^  jp^ggi^ei  foa^  ^. 
TO»rt9i?»  w^thf^lii\gs,tbat  (^  ejaiiy 
^  .«««fc^WTe^.  =»y#§4  li^ijapejf  :?»f  # 
fi»t,oRpoiftiwiity  ,U)  ,qj^it  ^||p  pl^oe,  i;e. 
tum.to^e,H»n  ^t  |5r^<^,|i9^^  put  up, 

f^mm^  ^  *9^  ipd  ;?de  %9k  to 
-W¥:top  «¥o»?e,  in.gl9(^my..rui|miati§n 
^atlie  qYei^^  pC%  mcMRiIng,,  ^^^s^?^- 
ly.WPr^  Wtb.a  noti9n,t^t  ^fei^tj^e 
h¥  JWlt  l^held  .yas.jn  ^sqjfle ^sftc^ge 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  III. 


\^hQ  caDDot  Steal  a  $hnpe  that  means  deceit  ? 

Shakespeaee. 

It  may  easily  be  supposed  what  were 
the  feelings^  and'  what  wai^  the  situation, 
of  the  inmates  of  Cutts  Castle,  during  the 
period  in  \ishich  tiiiese  ev^i^te  we»  trans- 
acrtii^  and  mu^  moie  ea^  is  il  to  pic- 
ture thoBk  in  the  naind  thaii^  to  4^8^nhe 
tbem*  on  papers  We  must,  however, 
a»  we  ha;vie  ent^!ied  on  the  task,  endea? 
vour  in  some  degree  to  portmy  tliei]( 
sensation^  and  the  grief  and  sorrow  tp 
vhi/oh,  l^y  the  decrees  of  an  AU-wise  and 
AU-just  Providence^  they  were  doomed 
t»  became  the  vktiHUL 

Who,  let  us  ask,  to  have  seen  this 

virtuous, 
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virtuous,  benevolent,  and  hospitable  &- 
mily,  but  a  few  days  before  the  arrival 
of  those  events  to  which  they  owed 
thdr  misery,  would  have  supposed  that 
the  brief  transition  of  a  few  fleeting 
hours  would  have  so  reduced  their  appa* 
rently  well-secured  happiness,  and  have 
forced  them  to  experience  so  bitterly 
the  unaccountable  vicissitudes  of  life, 
and  unsearchable  decrees  of  Him  by 

whom  all  things  are  governed  ? 

• 

In  the  disappearance  of  his  son,  sir 
Harbottle  felt  that  he  had  sustained  a 
loss  which  nothing  could  replace;  he 
felt  that  the  prop  of  his  declining  years, 
the  companion  of  his  rural  amusements, 
the  solace  of  his  existence,  the  future 
prop  and  stay  of  his  noble  house,  was 
for  ever  removed  and  lopped  off  from 
his  side.  He  found  that  stifihess  of  de- 
portment and  stateliness  of  manners 
must  both  give  way  before  the  voice  of 
irresistible  nature,  which  beat  loudly  at 

his 
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his  heart ;  he  found  that,  with  all  his  dig- 
nity of  demeanour^  he  was  no  more  than 
others  impenetrable  to  the  inroads  of 
grief,  and  that  the  strength  of  his  sor- 
row, and  the  extent  of  the  calamity  to 
which  he  was  exposed,  were  too  fordbly 
and  too  keenly  acute  to  be  concealed  by 
any  disguise  of  features  or  behaviour. 

In  the  mind  of  lady  Cutts,  his  wife, 
the  irreparable  loss  which  she  knew  her- 
self to  have  sustained,  produced  emo- 
tions not  less  distracting,  and  not  less 
tremblingly  alive  to  the  ravages  of  sor- 
row and  despondency  than  in  those  of 
sir  Harbottle.  Her  lamented  Reginald 
was  the  darling  of  her  existence — ^the 
idol  of  her  heart ;  now  that  she  found 
she  must  no  longer  expect  the  pleasure 
of  his  sodety  and  comfort,  that  she  could 
no  longer  receive  at  his  hands  the  daily 
administration  of  those  duties  and  com* 
forts,  and  of  those  attentions  which  can 
only  be  relished  in  their  true  perfection, 

when 
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when,  coming  from  tb?  hm.ds  of  those 
who  are  deai:  to  us,  and  to  whom  we 
know  that  wfi  are  also  dear — ^now  that 
she  found  herself  tpm,  as  it  were,  by 
yi^lqjfifXf  from  aU  cpnnexion  with  her  de- 
parted x^ild,  the  smartings  of  her  anguish 
Wrer^  naojst  terribly  acute,  her  lacerated 
feelixigs.  w.ei^e  wounded  almost  beyond 
endurance;  and  though  the  natural 
stri^^lgth.  of  l}er^  ipind,  and  eqiff^iimity  of 
h^r  um^  fh^cter^  enabled  her  the  bet- 
ter to  cpl^^.  V^?i*  P^sspd  within,  they 
ly^  ij^  no  degr^  a^eq^uate  to  the  task 
of  Un^ting^  hpixx^^  fe^lin^.  or  sti. 

The  IjQyely  Alison,  unusi^fl  to  the  cop- 
c^^p^^nt  of  heir  se^^lpons,  atl^^pted  no^ 
i^  put  re^tj^nt^  uppn  her>  grief— -alas ! 
sh,e  w^  90  loi^ei;  ^h^g^y^t  of  ti^egay— 
no  long^f  the  life  and  sp\il  of  her  cpm- 
p^ioq^r— no,  longer  the  lively^  playful 

$ppr^ye,  and  iaughter^l9ying  damsel, 
^it)]\  ^hosie  Yfi^  ^d  l^umour  tl^e  castle 

used 
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used  to  ring,  and  with  whose  Kveline&s 
her  patrons  were,  on  all  occasions, 
cheered.  In  her  face,  the  *•  quips  arid 
cranks,  and  wreathed  smiles,"  thbt  de- 
light to  *•  live  in  the  dimple  sleek,"  were 
no  longer  perceptible ;  the  traces  of 
heartfelt  and  heartful  sorrow  were  legi- 
bly written  on  every  feature  of  her 
beautiful  cburitehance,  and  told  most 
plainly,  and  without  disguise,  the 
mournful  sadness  of  her  troubled  bi^st. 

In  the  minds  of  the  other  inmdtes  of 
the  castle  oif*  inferior  itnportance, '  and  in 
the  minds  of  every  person  in  atiyAvay 
connected  with  this  afflicted  family,  or 
in  any  manner  acquainted  with  ^the 
amiable  young  man  whose  loss 'Was' imi- 
versally  deplored,  feelings  correspondent 
to  the  exteht  of  the  calaiiiity  they' had 
experienced '  Spriing  up.  '  Hie  Affluent 
found  themselves  dejirived  of  ilie  febin- 
pany  of  a' pleasurable  6ompahi6n  srh'd  a 
servic^ble'filiS^nd ;  tli6se  Wbo  Had  s6hs 

had 
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had  been  always  accustomed  to  invite 
young  Reginald  to  their  house,  in  order 
to  establish  an  intimacy  between  him 
and  their  children^  being  confident  that 
such  a  connexion  would  be  of  advan- 
tage to  their  families,  and  had  been  al- 
ways in  the  habit  of  holding  him  up  as 
a  becoming  pattern  for  imitation,  and  a 
fit  example  for  all  young  men  to  form 
their  characters  upon  and  resemble.  His 
loss  among  them,  therefore,  was  not  to 
be  replaced ;  neither  were  the  poor  and 
needy  likely  soon  again  to  meet  so  libe- 
ral and  judicious  an  almoner,  and  one 
who  so  fully  considered  himself  what 
every  man  of  large  fortune  should  con- 
sider himself,  a  trustee  and  agent  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

But  the  cup  of  calamity,  though  near- 
ly foaming  with  misfortune's  draughts, 
was  not  yet  completely  fiiU ;  there  was 
still  room  left  for  firesh  streams  of  ad- 
verse fortune ;  and  .the  unhappy  mour- 
ners 
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ners  at  the  late  disastrous  visitations  were 
yet  to  learn,  that  miserable  as  they 
deemed  themselves,  and  miserable  as 
they  doubtless  were,  their  situation 
could  be  rendered  still  more  deplorable, 
and  their  wretchedness  still  further  in- 
crease4. 

On  the  morning  on  which  we  have 
described  the  hawking-scene  in  the  first 
chapter  to  have  taken  place,  the  gentle- 
man by  whom  Alison,  when  separated 
from  her  companions,  had  been  accosted, 
and  from  whose  presence  she  had  been 
relieved  by  being  again  joined  by  her 
party,  was  no  other  than  Nicholas  Whar- 
ton; that  personage  had  been  greatly 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  lovely 
object  so  unexpectedly  presented  to  his 
eyes,  and  having  conjectured  from  her 
dress  that  she  was  not  a  person  of  the 
very  highest  rank,  had  ventured  to  ad- 
dress her  in  the  manner,  and  with  the 
language,  we  have  already  seen. 

By 
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By  subsequent  inquiries,  that  guiky 
nian  had  Itornt  whom  she  was,  and  what 
was  her  condition  at  Cutts  Castle ;  and 
highly  pleased  with  the  intelligence  he 
had  received,  he  resolved  that  his  first 
ihterview  'with  her  should  not  be  his 
last. 

He  accordingly,  in  a  fi^w  days  after, 
paid  a  formal  visit  to  the  eastle,  and  was, 
in  compliance  of  the  forms  of  soeiety, 
admitted 'to  the  presence  bf  its  m«ster 
and  'mistress,  who,  though  they -'were 
both  of  them  no  strangers  to  the  r^rts 
whi6h  bad,  some  years  before,  bden^spiread 
about  the  country  to  his  discredit,  -  did 
nbt,  on  the' o<xsa6ion  of  bis  calling  at  their 
house,  c6nsider  themselves  justified  in 
refusikig  to'see  him,  or  in  denying  him 
tiie  established  claims  of  pditeness. 

He  wvtaaccordikigty  reo^ed^  by^  tihem, 
and  wh&t^was  'very  mtich'ttafais  satis- 
factioii/ Alisoni^wkes "ww  in* tbe^apart- 

ment 
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ment  during  the  whole  of  his  visit, 
which  he  prcrtracted,  in  consequence  of 
her  presence,  to  an  extent  much  beyond 
the  limits  of  good-breeding,  and  quite 
incompatible  with  the  formal,  not  to 
say,  cold  manner  of  his  reception. 

.  Alison  no  sooner  beheld  him  ush^ed 
mto  the  apartment,  where  he  was  await- 
ed by  sir  Harbottle  and  his  lady,  than 
she  recognized  the  stranger  by  whom 
she  had  been  met  in  the  recesses  of 
Round  Copse ;  and  she  felt  herself  very 
much  pleased,  when,  after  a  most  unusual 
and  preposterous  stay,  he  rose  to  take 
his  departure,  for,  during  the  whole 
time,  though  he  addressed  his  words  to 
the  master  and  misla^ss  of  the  mansion, 
he  fixed  his  keen  dark  eyes  upon  her 
countenance,  and  caused  the  ruddy 
blushes  of  maiden  innocence  and  bash- 
fulness  to  tint  her  complexion,  and  bum 
again  upon  her  beauteous  cheeks. 

VOL.  II.  F  As 
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As  there  was  nothing  congenial  in 
haUts,  pursuits,  temper,  manner,  cha- 
racter,  or  disposition,  between  sir  Har- 
bottle  and  his  lady  and  Mr.  Nicholas 
Wharton,  the  latter  received  no  encou- 
ragement from  them  to  renew  his  visit 
or  increase  his  intimacy ;  neither  did 
they  ever  feel  indined  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  pressing  invitation  he  gave 
them  to  come  speedily  and  frequently 
to  Wharton  House. 

The  principal  object,  however,  ,of  the 
visit  of  Nicholas  Wharton,  though  not 
the  avowed  one,  was  in  some  degree 
accomplished ;  he  had  again  beheld  the 
young  woman,  with  whose  personal 
charms  he  had  been  so  much  struck, 
but  who  had  escaped  his  impertinenoe 
and  foolery  on  their  former  meeting. 
All  idea  of  forwarding  his  views  sxii 
suit,  by  courting  her  in  an  honourable 
manner,  was' completely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion*      Marriage    was   an    institution 

against 
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■ 

against  which  Mr.  Wharton  had  strong 
objections,  and  had,  on  many  occistsions, 
professed  himself  unqualifiedly  hostile ; 
and  besides,  in  the  present  instance,  had 
he  not  been  so  determined  an  advocate 
against  the  ties  of  matrimony,  the  dif« 
ference  of  rank  and  fortune  between 
himself  and  tlie  object  of  his  pursuit 
would  have,  of  itself,  been  a  sufficient 
and  imperative  reason  and  motive  With 
him,  to  proceed  in  such  a  way  as  should 
secure  his  conquest  of  her,  without  the 
necessity  of  complying  with  the  ordi- 
nances of  religion  and  morality. 

To  accomplish  her  ruin,  and  secure 
his  own  triumph,  he  was  however  deter- 
mined ;  and,  as  he  was  a  man  who  sel- 
dom  failed  to  carry  bis  determinations 
into  effect,  and  stuck  at  no  means  to 
ensure  the  accomplishment  of  them,  the 
disasters  which  befel  Alison,  and  the  pe« 
rils  to  which  she  was  exposed,  may  be 
easily  conjectured  by  the  reader. 

F  2  These 
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These  disasters  were,  however,  for  a 
time  averted  from  her  head,  by  the  su- 
perior importance  of  the  business  in 
which  Mr,  Wharton  was  shortly  after 
engaged  in,  in  getting  rid  of  his  stew- 
ard. That  troublesome  job  was,  how- 
ever, no  sooner  disposed  of,  than  he  re- 
solved once  more  to  renew  his  endea- 
vours, and  not  to  desist  till  he  had 
brought  them  to  what  he  called  a  happy 
consummation. 

« 

It  immediately  struck  his  evil-teeming 
brain,  that  a  second  visit  to  Cutts  Castle, 
under  pretence  of  condolence,  would  oe 
in  some  degree  a  furtherance  of  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  plans,  and  he  resolved, 
without  delay,  to  put  his  thoughts  into 
practice.  Disguising  for  this  purpose 
his  features,  under  the  garb  of  woe  and 
grief,  he^  one  morning,  about  a  week  af- 
ter the  execution  of  the  Quarterniines, 
caused  his  arrival  at  Cutts  Castle  to  be 
announced  to  its  possessors,  and  sent  up 

his 
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his  name  to  them,  and  his  reqaest,  if 
not  intrusive  under  the  {»esent  circum- 
stances of  the  family,  of  being  admitted 
to  the  honour  of  seeing  them. 

Whilst  the  messenger  proceeded  to 
deliver  his  message,  he  was  by  another 
domestic  ushered  into  an  apartment,  and 
requested  to  be  'seated^  with  which  he 
complied;  and  sir  Harbottle  and  his 
lady  being  at  that  very  time  engaged 
with  some  other  visitors,  it  was  some 
considerable  time  heiore  they  wer^  made 
acquainted  with  his  arrivaL 

During  this  interval,  the  d^or  of  the 
room  into  which  he  had  been  introduced 
was  opened,  and  the  person  who  was  the 
real  object  or  motive  of  his  visit  imme- 
diately entered  the  chamber.  Alison 
no  sooner  perceived  by  whom  the  place 
was  occupied,  than  she  regretted  her  in- 
trusion; she  had  however  advanced 
more  than  half-way  across  the  room  be- 

r  3  fore 
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fore  she  disoovered  that  Mr.  Whartcm 
was  in  possession  of  it ;  and  he  instantly 
availinc):  himself  of  what  he  considered  a 
most  fortunate  event,  and  lucky  oppor- 
tunity for  the  advancement  of  his 
schemes,  rose,  and  pladng  hhnself  be- 
tween her  and  the  door,  effectually  cut 
off  her  retreat,  and  forced  her,  however 
unwilling,  to  listen  to  what  he  had  to 
say. 

Alit3on,  seeing  the  dilemma  in  which 
her  inadvertence  had  placed  her,  made 
use  of  the  presence  of  mind  with  which 
she  was  gifted,  and  without  any  appear- 
ance of  embarrassment  or  alarm  in  her 
manner,  said — ^  I  beg  pardon,  Mr. 
Wharton,  for  my  intrusion,  and  hope 
you  will  excuse  it,  as  I  did  hot  know 
that  you  were  sitting  here." 

"  That  will  I,  most  willingly,"  repKed 
he,  attempting  to  be  as  polite  and -gra- 
cious as  his  nature  would  admit  of;  **  and 
I  am  happy  in  having  met  so  fair  an  op- 
portunity 


4€ 
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portunity  of  speaking  a  few  words  to 
you,  which  I  have  long  pined  for," 

^  Of  speaking  a  few  words  to  me,  sir?" 

*'  Yes,  my  fair  damsel,  of  speaking  a 
few  words  to  you.** 

I  pray  you,  sir,  explain." 
I  will  with  pleasure  obey  you ;  but 
why,  my  charming  damsel,  do  I  behold 
those  eyes,  which  used  to  sparkle  with 
such  sportive  glances,  so  red  and  rainy 
as  they  are  with  tears  ?** 

"  The  events,  sir,  which  have  so  re- 
cently occurred  in  tlfis  family,  may  well 
account  for  weeping." 

^  True,  Alison ;  but  can  one  so  young 
as  you  feel  interest  so  intense  in  the 
oonoems  of  others  ?" 

**  I  trust,  sir,  the  gratitude  I  owe  my 
benefactors  will  be  found  sincere." 

**  And  would  you,  Alison,  treat  every 
bene&ctor  with  like  grateful  feelings  ?" 

*^  Such,  sir,  should  be  my  constant 
endeavour." 

'*  Alison,  I  feel  myself  then  mudi  in- 

F  4  dined 
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dined  to  put  your  protestations  to  the 
test." 

**  I  don't  understand  you,  Mr.  Whar- 
ton." 

'*  I  say,  Alison,  I  am'  indined  to  be- 
come your  benefactor,  if  you  will  let  me." 

"  You,  Mr.  Wharton  r 

«  Yes,  I  r 

**  In  what  way,  sir  ?** 

"  Attend,  my  loveliest  girl,  and  I  will 
explain  to  you."  Here  he  suddenly  ad- 
vanced, and  catching  her  by  the  hand, 
before  she  could  prevent  him,  or  be 
aware  of  his  intention,  in  spite  of  her 
attempts  to  extricate  it  from  his  grasp 
(for  she  was  beginning  to  feel  soH>e 
alarm  at  his  words  and  manner),  and  was 
about  to  proceed  in  his  explanation, 
when,  with  a  prodigious  effort,  she  ex- 
tricated herself  from  his  grasp,  ahd  be- 
fore he  could  overtake  her,  gained  the 
door,  and  vanished  from  his  sight.  Be- 
fore he  had  time  to  reflect  on  the  prob- 
able consequettces  of  the  liberty  he  had 

just 
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just  been  talpng  in  the  house  of  su:  Har- 
bottle,  a  servant  entered,  and  informed 
him  that  that  gentleman  and  lady  Cutts 
begged  to  acknowledge  their  sense  of  the 
kindness  of  his  visit,  but  that  they  were 
too  indisposed  to  permit  themselves  the 
honour  of  seeing  him,  and  begged  that 
he  would  not  depart  the  castle  without 
partaking  of  some  refreshment 

Upon  the  whole,  he  was  not  sorry  that 
^e  proprietors  of  the  premises  had  de- 
clined an  interview ;  for  having  in  some 
degree  gained  what  had  been  his  prind-i* 
pal  inducement  to  call  on  them,  he  was 
well  pleased  to  retire ;  and  without  a- 
.  vailing  himself  of  their  hospitable  mes- 
sage, he,  in  a  few  minutes  after,. left  the 
door,  and  rode  homewards  to  the  seat 
,  of  his  opulence  and.  his  iniquities. 

As  to  Alison,,  she  was  alarmed  at  his 

eondnct,  and  felfc^such  terror  at  the  man- 

.ner  in  which  he  had  treated  her,  that  it 

F  5  was 
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was  some  time  before  die  was  suiBcient* 
ly  recovered  ffom  her  afiHght  to  render 
her  capable  of  reflecting  on  what  had 
taken  place.  When  she  did  reflect^  she 
scarce  knew  what  would  be  the  best 
manner  for  her  to  act,  or  whether  it 
would  be  better  to  acquaint  lady  Cutts 
of  the  insulting  treatment  to  which  she 
had  been  exposed^  or  to  keep  silence  on 
the  subject,  and  not  trouble  her  bene^ 
faetress,  who  was  already  sufficiently 
weighed  down  with  sorrow,  with  any 
news  of  an  unpleasant  character,  and 
likely  to  increase  it.  After  ruminating 
a  short  time,  she  resolved  to  adopt  the 
last  of  the  two  alternatives^  and  for  the 
future  to  avoid,,  with  the  strictest  cai!i- 
tion,  all  occasions  of  being  in  the  com- 
pany of  Mr.  Wharton,,  and  of  again  af- 
fording him  an  c^portunky  of  acting,  in 
the  manner  he  had  that  day  done. 

Meanwhile  that  gentteman  rode  leS* 
fiurely  along  the  road  to  WhartoaHoose^ 

vevQlving 


revolving  in  bis  guSty  bosom  what  me- 
thods he  should  put  in  pmctice  to  s^ciiie 
the  success  atnd  acoompUshment  of  his 
wishes*  T&oagfa  he  was  aware  that 
Afison  was  neither  a  person  of  high  lank, 
nor  of  elevated  situation,  yet  he  was 
also  aware,  th^  she  was  under  the  pro- 
tection of  powerful  guardians^  and  of 
those  who  were  extremely  attached  to 
her;  and  who  would  not  &il,  in  the 
event  of  any  violence  being  ofifer ed  to 
her,  to  resent  it  in  a  manner  which  he 
was  by  no  means  desirous  of  experien* 
dng.  Force,  therefbre,^  at  least;  open- 
and  undisguised  force,  he  came  to  a  de- 
termination, would  not,.on  the  present 
occasion,  fuH;her  his  machinations  in  the 
manner  he  most  wished, 'and  had  better, 
if  possible,,  not  be  resorted  to;  What 
then  was  to  be  done  ?  In  the  first  place, . 
he  clearly  saw  that  he  should  not  be  able 
to  obtain*  any  more^  or,,  at  least,,  ma- 
ny more^  opportutnties*  ci  seeing  Ali-> 
son^aloneiwhiktcshe  resided  in  the  cas* 

E  6i  tie ;; 
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'tie ;  atid  from  the  way  in  'which  Bbebad 
treated  his  advances^  he  had  but  little 
doubt  that  his  powers  of  persuasion  were 
too  limited  to  prevail  on  her  willingly 
to  leave  the  iamily  in  which  she  had 
been  brought  up,  and  put  herself  under 
his  protection  and  power :  he  was,  more- 
over, far  from  thinking  it  improbable 
'  that  she  would  delay  relating  to  her  pa- 
trons the  treatment  she  had  reeeived  at 
his  hands ;  aiid  to  Cutts  Ci^tle,  there- 
fore, he  was  reserved  no  more  to  go  in 
the  character  of  a  visitor,  as  he    was 
aware,  that  if  she  had  done  so,  he  should 
only  be  exposing  bimself  to  be  treated 
witli  ignominy .  and  insult    In  the  se- 
cond place,  though  he  had  a  strong  re- 
liance in  the  fertility  of  his  own  brain, 
more  especially  when  any  enterprise  of 
villairty  was  to  be  put  into  execution,  or 
mhy  criminal  ex^doit  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  yet  he  -felt,  that  on  the  pr^^ 
occasion  ife  would  be  necessary  fbr^  h^ 
toentistin  his  service  tjhe  i^ssistaiice  of 

',)  .  some 


aome  othar  person,  without  whose  oo- 
operatmi  be  foresaw  ]^buialy  any  at-* 
tempta  which  he  oouldmake  sin^e^hand- 
ed  would  be  attended  with  veiry  doubt- 
ful and  very  hazardous  results.  What 
then  was  to  be  done?  Why,  without 
dday,  to  engage  a  partner  ia  hi»  plans ; 
and  who  was-  so  proper  to  be  a  partner 
in  such  a  plan  as  his  often-tried  friend 
and  associate  in  villsuny,  Brito  Spadrone? 
— **  Fere  Gad  T  cried  he,  as  he  rode 
alongy  '^  I  win  this  very  night  dispatch 
a  message  to  Spadrone ;  I  have  had  full 
and  frequent  experience  of  hi«  qualifi- 
cations for  helping  his  friends  at  a  pinci), 
and  what  is  more,  the  fellow  is  true  and 
honest  to  lAy  service.'' 

In  this  sort  of  reverie,  and '';  thinking 
aloud,"  as  it  ha»  been  w^U  termed,  he 
reached  the  threshold  of  his  own  man- 
sion ;  and  in  conformity  with  the  inten- 
tion he  had  expressed,  dispatched  with- 
out delay  a  fitting  message,  and  a  trusty 
'  messenger. 
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messenger,  to  the  pkoe  in  wliich  he 
knew  that  worthy  was  to  be  met  with. 
Ailer  doing  this,  he  fdt  his  mind  at 
some  eaae ;  and  tliough  in  general  hasty 
and  fretful,  we  will  on  this  ooeasion  do 
him  the  justice  to  say:,  that  he  waited, 
tolerably  patiently  the  arrival  of  the  per- 
son whom  he  had  sommoned  to  his 
house. 


It  was  full  two  disiys,  howev^er,  before 
Mr.  Spadronie  was  announced,  and  he 
was  immediately  introduced  to  the  pre- 
sence of,  his  compeer,  in  crime.  After 
obliging  him  to  partake  liberally  of  wine 
and  other  suitable  refi^eshments^.  a  task 
in  which  he  met  with  little  difficulty, 
he  thus  explained  to  him  the  business 
on  which  he  had  sent  for  bim.-^-*-^  Spa- 
drone,  my  friend,.!  want  your  assistance 
in  a  business'  which  cannot  be  brought 
about  without  it*** 

"  You.  may  command  me,. Mn.Whar* 
toja.** 

••  Thanks 
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"  Thanks  to  you,  my  good  fellow  f 
that's  spoken  fike  yourself;  but  I'll  ex*^ 
plain  without  delay  what  it  is  that  I  re^-^ 
quire  at  your  hands^  and  then  we  will 
consult  wliat  will  be  the  best  way  of 
putting  our  plans  into  practiee :  attend 
then  to  what  I  am  going  to  say  to  you^" 

**  Proceed,  sir." 

**  You  must  know,,  that  at  a  few  miles 
distant  from  this  house,  stands  Cutts 
Castle,  the  seat  of  sir  Harbottle  Cutts 
and  his  wife — two  old  fooLs,  by  the  way ; 
they  have,  however,,  a  most  beatttifitl 
damsel  for  their  attendant ;.  and  it  is  she 
with  whom  we  have  to  manage:  the 
means  I  have  attempted  wilh  hef  haVe^ 
failed,  and  now  recourse  must  be  had 
to  others,,  and  that  forthwith.  Force 
must  not  be  employed ;.  it  would  be  to 
no  purpose,  and  would  mc^i  likely  be 
foHowed  with  the  resentment  of  those 
whose  power  might  crush  us^i  but  strli^ 
tagem  must  be  employed  :^  she  is  the 
daughter  of  a  tenant  of  sir  Harbottle'9^. 

one 


:  one  Fawkes,  who,,  by  the  way;  rents 
.  also  land-^of  me.  Say,  Spadrone,  what 
,  think  ye  of  the  business  P** 

"  I  think,^  sir,  that  it  will  be  of  easy 
^xecution.'^ 

"  Dp  you,,  my  friend  ?  I  am  glad  you 
say  so/' 

"  I  do,  Mr.  Wharton,  apd  I  already 
'  see  a  way  by  which  you  shall  secure 
your  object** 
"  Explain  it,  dear  Spadrone;"* 
"  Attend,,  sir,  and  I  will.**    And  in 
.  eompliance  with  his  wo^ds,  he  detailed 
to  Miv  Whai|ton,v  who  listened  to  him 
with  pleasure,  and  attention,  the  contri- 
vance which  his  fertile  brain  had  almost 
instantly  coined  and  digested.. 

As  soon  9»he  badfinished,  he  exclaim- 
^  ed— "  Will  this  serve  your  turnj.ar?** 

"  Faith,,  will:  it,,  and  well,  Spadrone! 
*  truly,,  my  good,  fiiend,  your  brains  out- 
.  rim  mipe  own  in  these  contrivances.'* 
'    .  "You  approve  then  of  my  plan,  and 
,  will  a4opt;it>, Mr.. Wharton?** 

"Of 
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"  Of  that  you  may  rest  satisfied,  and 
quickly  too*" 

"  When,  Mr,  WJiarton  ?" 

•'  Why,  with  as  much  celerity  as  we 
can  command;  but  in  the  meantime, 
here's  to  your  health :  spare  not  to  drink, 
Spadrone :  the  cellars  of  Wharton  House 
are  well  stocked,  and  grudge  not  to  sup* 
ply  the  friends  of  their  master.'* 

Thus  called  upon,  Spadrone  failed  not 
to  do  justice  to  the  fluid  placed  before 
him,  and  was  most  ably  accompanied 
by  his  entertainer.  They  &iled  not  to 
quaff  many  a  bumper  to  the  success  of 
their  intended  contrivance,  and  to  the 
health  and  speedy  arrival  at  Wharton 
House  of  the  beautiful  damsel  who  was 
the  object  of  it ;  and  in  this  sort  of  oc* 
cupation  and  employment,  the  first  rays 
of  the  revolving  sun  found  them  next 
morning,  neither  of  them  having  flinch- 
ed from  their  cups^  or  neglected  what 

they 
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they  asserted  to  be  the  proofs  and  symp- 
toms of  good  fellowship  and  cheer. 

It  happened,  shortly  after  this  drunten 
carousal,  that  one  morrihig,  as  Alison 
was  preparing  to  amuse  herself  by  em- 
broidering a  piece  of  tapestry  to  deck  a 
small  apartment,  into  which  it  was  the 
custom  of  lady  Cutts  to  retire  to  her  de- 
votional exercises,  she  was  called  from 
her  labours  by  a  domestic  of  the  castle, 
who  informed  her,  that  a  messenger  from 
her  father  waa  waiting  in  the  hall,  wish- 
ing very  much  to  see  her,  and  that  he 
testified  great  impatience,  and  seemed 
to  be  the  bearer  of  some  message  of  im- 
portance. 

She  immediately  hurried  to  the  haH^ 
in  which  the  man  had  informed  her  the 
person  was,  and  beheld  a  coarse^  rough- 
clad,  and  complete  country  boor,  who^ 
seeing  her  enter,  advanced,,  and  with  a 

clumsy 
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clumsy  bow,  addressed  her,  at  the  same 
time  presenting  her  with  a  letter — 
"  Good-morrow,  madam  Alison  !  I  he 
come  with  a  letter  from  your  ladyship's 
father,  maister  Fawkes,  which  I  was 
told  to  deliver  as  soon  as  I  could  iijto 
your  own  hands." 

**  I  hope,''  said  Alison,  somewhat 
daimed,  **  that  my  &ther  is  well  ?" 

**  Yes,  your  ladyship,  master's  purely, 
tbank  God !  but  your  lady^ip's  mo- 
ther's cruel  bad.** 

My  mother  bad,  do  you  say?  but 
stay,  let's  see  what  says  the  letter." 


*  MY  DEAR  CHILD, 

*  Come  to  Cann  Lands  with- 
out delay :  you  can  walk  over  tvith  Top- 
pings, whom  I  have  sent  with  this, 
\?hich  Makchv»  the  sexton,  God  bless 
him  !  was  good  enough  to  write  for  us. 
Your  poor  dfear  mother  lies,  I  fear,  on 
the  point  of  death ;  she  calls  out  con- 
stantly 
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stantly  for  you:  come,  my  dear  ga\ 
without  delay^  for  nobody  knows  what 
may  happen. 

*  Your  loving  father^ 

•  Lancelot  Fawkes." 


Agitated  in  an  uncommon  manner  by 
the  contents  of  this  epistle^  Alison  cte- 
siring  the  rustic  to  wait  a  few  minutes, 
went   directly  to  kdy  CottSr  and  ac- 
quainted her  with  the  mournful  tidings 
of  which  Toppings  was  the  bearer,  and 
at  the  same  time  asking  permission  it>- 
stantly  to  accompany  the  man  back  to 
her  Other's,  in  compliance  with  his  wish- 
es.    Her  ladyship  was-  gFcatly  hurt  at 
.what  she  heasd^  and  naade  no  hesitation 
.in  permitting  Alison's  request — ^''Go^ 
my  dear  girl/'  she  said—"  you?  presence 
.may  comfort  your  parents;  meanwhile 
.be  not  cast  down ;  but  let  us  hope  the 
best ;  and  Alison,  be  sure  you   inform 
.  your  &ther  that  they  are  wdcome  to 

any 
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any  thing  which  the  castle  affords  which 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  your  mo- 
ther. Farewell,  my  dear !  I  hope,  when 
you  return,  to  hear  a  good  report  from 
you." 

Alisoq  then  put  on  her  apparel  for 
walking,  and  joined  Toppings,  once 
more  saying — "  Come,  my  friend,  I  am 
now  ready — ^lead  the  way,  and  let  us 
move  as  quickly  as  we  are  able." 

"  Never  fear  that,  madam ;  I'll  con- 
duct you  by  the  nearest  road." 

They  were  not  long  in  crossing  the 
park,  and  having  passed  the  lodge,  took 
the  road  leading  to  Cann  Lands.  As 
they  walked  hastily  forward,  Alison  put 
several  questions  to  her  guide  relative 
to  the  state  in  which  he  had  left  her  pa* 
rents,  to  all  of  which  he  returned  appro- 
priate answers,  though  delivered  in 
coarse  language,  and  without  much  at- 
tention to  the  graces  of  conversation  or 
dialogue. 

We 
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those  who  wished  to  approach  the  house 
of  the  parents  of  Alison,  to  take  a  cir- 
cuitous path,  and  reach  it  by  a  road 
which  communicated  with  the  rear  of  it 
This  circuitous  path  wound  in  a  direc- 
tion so  zigzag  and  irregular,  and  was  so 
little  compatible  with  desires  of  reaching 
speedily  the  place  to  which  Alison  was 
bound,  that  instead  of  conducting  her  in 
a  direction  apparently  bending  towards 
Cann  Lands,  it  diverged  considerably 
from  the  point  of  longitude  peculiar  to 
that  spot,  and  passing  suddenly  through 
several  thickset  woods,  ran  completely 
close  to  and  under  the  paling  by  which 
Wharton  Park  was  surrounded  and 
fenced. 

Alison,  to  whom  the  road  across  the 
bridge  was  perfectly  familiar,  and  who, 
in  her  frequent  visits  to  her  parents,  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  walk  that 
way,  was  somewhat  surprised  when  she 
^  found  that  Toppings,  instead  of  taking 

the 
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the  usual  and  nearest  patb,  immediately 
on  coming  to  the  place  where  the  two 
roads  met,  struck  into  the  one  we  have 
just  mentioned,  and  with  which  she  was 
wholly  unacquainted :  being  resolved  to 
know  his  motives  for  what  she  consider- 
ed a  strange  proceeding,  she,  without 
delay,  demanded  the  reason  for  his  $o 
dohig. — "  Friend,''  said  she,  "  why  not 
go  the  usual  road  ?  you  said  you  would 
conduct  me  the  nearest  way ;  but  this 
lane  seems  to  lead  in  a  direction  contrary 
to  Cann  Lands.  Had  we  not  better 
take  the  path  through  the  meadows  and 
across  the  bridge  ?" 

"  That  road,  my  lady,  is  no  longer 
passable ;  the  waters  are  too  much  out 
to  get  through  the  low  lands  this  wea- 
ther, and  the  bridge  was  swept  clean 
away  two  nights  since." 

''  Indeed,  man  !  that  is  most  unlucky 
for  us;  but  come,  lead  on,  and  let  us 
walk  as  quickly  as  we  can." 

"  Never  doubt  me,  madam ;  this  is 
VOL.  II.  G  the 
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the  only  road  now  left  to  our  choice,  and 
it  will  not  be  long  before  we  reach  our 
journey*s  end." 

"  I  am  glad  you  say  so.  Tell  me, 
friend,  how  left  ye  my  mother  ?" 

"  The  old  woman  took  on  but  badly, 
madam — worse  luck  for  her!  your  fa- 
ther seemed  much  cast  down  about  her : 
God  knows  what's  coming!  but  let's 
hope  the  best." 

"  Has  she  had  any  medical  advice  ?" 

''  Madam !" 

*^  Has  my  mother,  I  say,  been  attend- 
ed by  any  one  capable  of  afiB^rding  pro- 
per remedies  for  her  illness  ?" 

'^  Oh !  I  understand  your  meaning- 
yes,  madam ;  the  leech  from  Thrapston 
was  sent  for,  and  he  had  brought  a  pow- 
er of  physic  with  him." 

^*  Did  she  appear  to  be  better  in  con- 
sequence ?" 

"  No,  madam,  no — nowise  better  for 
all  he  could  do,  or  all  she  swallowed." 

^^  I  fear  we  shall  be  too  late ;  this  road 

seems 
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seems  to  be  endless :  is  there  no  nearer 
path?" 

'*  No,  madam,  none."* 

**  Is  there  no  way  across  the  fields  ? 
I  heed  not  the  roughness  of  the  track, 
so  it  but  lead  us  sooner  to  my  mother." 

"  This  is  the  only  way  there  is,  now 
that  the  waters  are  out  in  the  valley ; 
but  cheer  up,  lady,  we  have  not  much 
further  to  go." 

By  the  time  this  dialogue  was  con- 
cluded, the  speakers  found  themselves 
in  an  unfrequented  and  but  little  trod- 
den path,  which  run  closely  round  the 
fence  by  which  Wharton  Park  was  se- 
parated from  the  open  country  and  ad- 
joining plains.  The  scenery  was  in  this 
place  particularly  romantic  and  beauti- 
ful :  on  one  side  the  enormous  oaks  of 
thetpark  threw  their  long  bows  far  ovet 
the-  paling  by  which  their  stems  were 
hid,  and  shadowed  the  track  which  Ali- 
son and  the  nirtic  were  pursuing:  on 
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the  other  side,  an  extensive  common,  or 
rather  warren,  of  the  closest-mowed  turf 
— mowed  by  the  teeth  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  thickly  clustered  at  short  intervals 
by  groups  of  beech-trees,  spread  its  broad 
bosom  to  the  view,  and  would  no  doubt, 
imder  other  circumstances  than  those 
under  which  our  heroine  was  obliged  to 
traverse  its  expanse,  have  demanded  her 
attention,  and  called  forth  her  exclama- 
tions  of  delight  and  praise. 

It  was,  however,  no  time  to  enjoy 
with  effect  the  beauties  of  nature,  or  the 
sensations  of  taste :  overwhelmed  with 
the  calamitous  news  with  which  her  fa- 
ther's letter  had  made  her  acquainted, 
in  the  greatest  anxiety  lest  the  obstacle 
of  the  inundation  by  which  part  of  the 
country  was  flooded,  should  operate  in 
preventing  her  timely  arrival  at  the 
house  of  her  parents,  and  hurrying  in- 
stinctively after  the  peasant  who  had 
been  the  messenger  of  the  sad  tidings, 

this 
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this  amiable  girl  walked  quickly  on,  and 
in  a  mournful  reverie  of  the  misfortunes 
to  which  she  had  lately  been  a  witness, 
and  the  further  misery  to  which  it  was 
very  likely  she  should  soon  be  exposed, 
bestowed  but  few  regards  on  the  land- 
scape which  was  stretched  before  her, 
and  passed  unheedingly  the  countless 
beauties  of  the  silvan  scene. 

But  though  Alison's  mind  was  preg- 
nant with  doleful  forebodings  of  wretch- 
edness, her  prescience  was  not  sufHcient 
to  acquaint  her  with  the  extent  of  the , 
misery  to  which  she  was  about  to  be  in- 
troduced, nor  to  guard  against  the  dan- 
ger with  which  she  was  on  all  sides  sur- 
rounded ;  for  before  she  had  proceeded 
a  hundred  yards  along  the  footpath,  on 
which  she  was  preceded  by  her  conduc- 
tdr^  and  just  at  a  part  of  it  where  the 
beech-trees  of  Jhe  warren  approached 
nearly  close  to  the  paling  of  the  park, 
her  guide  made  a  halt,   and  turning 

G  3  quickly 
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quickly  round,  said  to  the  terrified  and 
astonished  girl,  in  a  tone  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  which  he  had  hitherto 
addressed  her — *^  Stop,  Alison  Fawkes — 
here  my  commission  ends  "   . 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,  friend,  explain 
your  meaning  T 

"  That  would  be  loss  of  time,  and  is 
not  requisite ;  it  will  explain  itself." 

"  I  must  proceed ;  my  parents  are  in 
haste  for  my  arrival." 

**  Be  not  alarmed,  my  nymph^ — your 
parents  do  not  expect  you  " 

^*  How ! — what  say  ye — did  not  ye  tell 
me  of  my  mother's  illness  ? — is  not  this 
letter  from  my  father  ?" 

"  No,  marry,  girl !  that  is  it  not,  most 
sure  and  certainly." 

"  Is  not  my  mother  on  the  point  of 
death?" 

"  If  she  is  so,  it's  more  than  I  know ; 
but  as  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  the 
good  lady's  acquaintance,  you  must  par- 
don my  ignorance  on  such  a  point." 

"  What, 
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•*  What,  isire  you  not  my  father's  serv- 
ing mlEtn  ?" 
"  No,  by  St.  Benedict !  not  I." 
^I  must  back  to  Cutts  Castle;  sir 
Harbottle  will  punish  this  att '' 

With  these  words  on  her  lips,  Alison 
turned  round  to  return  to  the  seat  of 
her  berie&ctors,  to  regain  which  was  now 
the  object  of  her  desires ;  for  though  she 
felt  an  unusual  relief  in  finding  that  her 
mother  was  not  in  the  situation  describ- 
ed in  the  letter,  she  saw  plainly  that 
some  design,  the  motive  of  which  she 
could  not  fiithom,  was  in  operation 
against  her  safety  and  weU-being ;  her 
retreat  was,  however,  effectually  cut  off; 
and  at  the  very  moment  of  her  turning, 
she  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  a  mion, 
whom  she  immediately  recognised  to  be 
no  other  than  Mr.  Wharton.  The  meet- 
ing Was  unexpected,  and  the  recognition 
of  the  person  to  whom  she  had  always 
experienced  feelings  of  dislike  and  ter- 

6  4  ror. 
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ror,  so  sudden  and  astounding,  that  she 
instantly  swooned,  whilst  the  monster 
that  held  her,  exulting  in  the  success  of 
his  execrable  stratagem,  exclaimed, 
laughing,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  the 
apparent  rustic—"  Not  quite  so  fast, 
sweet  lips — ha;  ha,  ha !— excellent,  upon 
my  soul !  but  we  have  no  time  to  lose. 
Come  hither,  Spadrcme,  ai\d  help  me  to 
'  lift  this  fainting  damsel  over  the  park- 
paling,  before  some  prying  peasant  may 
perceive  us.** 

"  Willingly,  sir ;  what  think  now  of 
my  contrivance  ?" 

"  Think !  why  you  are  fit  to  teadi 
Scapin  himself  deceit:  thanks  to  you, 
my  good  fellow— a  thousand  and  a  thou- 
sand thanks,  and  something  better  shall 
speedily  be  yours  !** 

Without  further  delay  these  two  con- 
summate villains  lifted  the  inanimate 
form  of  their  victim  over  the  paling  of 
the  park,  and  covering  her  with  a  doak, 

which 
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whidi  the  superior  of  them  had  brought 
for  that  purpose^  they  conveyed  her 
across  the  lawn,  and  entered  the  house 
by  one  of  the  private  posterns,  of  which 
Mr.  Wharton  himself  alone  invariably 
kept  the  key,  and  through  which  no- 
body but  himself  and  his  particular  de- 
pendants and  friends  ever  passed. 

Whether  or  not  they  were  observed 
by  any  eye,  save  that  of  Providence,  in 
the  performance  of  this  nefarious  and 
unjustifiable  business,  is  not  known  to 
the  writer  of  these  pages ;  nor  is  it  im- 
portant to  the  sequel  of  the  narration,  as 
it  led  not  to  the  discovery  and  punish- 
ment of  their  iniquity ;  neither  is  it  prob- 
able that  any  of  the  inmates  of  Wharton 
House  were  much  interested  in  the  pro- 
tection of  innocence,  or  concerned  them- 
selves in  preyenting  or  bringing  to  light 
the  numerous  madiinations  of  mischief 
in  which  their  master  was  employed; 
they  were  all  of  them,  without  any  ex- 

6  5  ceptions 


y 
•K^'  ■*' 


1 80  THE  WlfJABD  PRIEST. 

captions  whatever,  persons  of  doabtftil 
character,  and  whom  their  guilty  em- 
ployer had  cautkmsly  selected,  and 
hrought  from  other  places  fiur  distant 
from  the  seat  of  his  power,  as  being, 
from  his  experience  of  them,  people  well 
calculated  to  assist  him  in  any  enterprise 
in  which  he  might  deem  thdr  services 
necessary  and  useful. 

Having  secured  his  pi^y>  and  with 
the  assistance  of  his  Mend  Spadrone, 
conveyed  her  into  one  of  the  apartments 
of  the  unfrequented  part  of  the  house, 
Mr.  Wharton,  though  never  doubting 
his  security  from  detection,  and  never 
fearing  treachery  from  any  of  his  retate- 
ers  and  domestics,  resolved,  as  it  were, 
**  to  make  surety  doubly  sure,  and  take 
a  bond  of  fate,"  by  conveying  her  to  a 
part  of  the  edifice,  with  the  existeiuie 
of  which  no  man  living  but  hinaself  was 
acquainted,  and  of  there  seeuring  her 
till  he  should  fix  upon  some  other  si- 
tuation 
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tuation  in  which  she  might  be  placed 
with  safety  to  himself.  This  place  was 
no  other  than  a  chamber,  or  rather,  two 
small  rooms  of  very  narrow  dimensions, 
situate  in  the  very  foundation  of  Whar- 
ton House,  and  so  concealed,  by  the 
ramificatious,  walls,  and  great  extent  of 
that  building,  as  to  be  in  a  manner  com- 
pletely hidden  and  undreamt  of  by  the 
mokt  minute  scrutinizer  of  its  design  and 
elevation.  These  rooms  were  to  be  de- 
scended to  by  a  staircase  of  very  limited 
dte^— so  limited  indeed,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  more  than  one  person  to  pass 
on  it  at  a  time :  it  was  built,  or  rather 
excavated,  in  the  solid  wall  of  the  house 
itsdf,  ^hidi  was  not  less  in  some  parts 
than  ten  feet  in  thickness ;  and  the  en- 
trance to  it  was  k>  artfully  concealed  by 
the  skill  of  its  original  designer,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  person,  not  ac- 
q^iainted  with  its  existence  and  precise 
po^ti(»i,   to  find,    however   diligently 
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they  might  search,  the  manner  in  which 
to  gain  access  to  it 

The  secret  of  the  place  in  wluch  these 
rooms  were  situate,  and  the  way  in 
which  an  entrance  to  them  was  to  be 
found,  was  one  which  for  many  years 
had  been  guarded  with  scrupulous  ^e- 
lity  by  the  possessors  of  Wharton  House» 
and  one  which,  being  transmitted  by 
oral  tradition  from  father  to  son,  or  ftom 
ancestor  to  heir,  was  never  known,  at 
most,  to  more  than  two  persons  at  a 
time,  and  very  nurely  to  more  than  one. 
It  had  been  made  known,  in  conformity 
to  established  usage,  to  his  son  Nicho- 
las, by  his  fiither,  Humphrey  Wharton, 
when  on  his  deathbed,  and  had  by 
Nicholas  been  fast  locked  up  in  his  own 
bosom. 

It  is  almost  needless  perhaps  to  say, 
that  in  houses  and  castles  (for  they  weie 
at  the  time  of  the  building  of  Wharton 

House 
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Houae  almost  synonymous  terms)  secret 
chambers  of  this  sort  were  universally 
introduced  by  the  planners  of  the  build- 
ing; and  the  secret  of  them  transmitted 
from  one  generation  to  another,  in  the 
manner  here  described ;  and  that  th^ 
were,  in  the  boisterous  and  disturbed 
state  in  which  the  early  ages  of  England 
were  plunged,  repeatedly  used  by  those 
acquainted  with  them,  as  places  of  se- 
cure retreat  and  concealment,  and  with- 
out doubt  also,  on  many  occasions,  as 
fitting  receptacles  for  deeds  which  shun- 
ned the  glare  of  daylight  and  publidty. 

Into  this  place  then  did  Mr.  Whar- 
ton,  without  making  Spadrone  the  con- 
fidant of  his  secret  and  intention,  con- 
vey  the  hapless  Alison,  before  she  was 
recovered  from  th^  exanimating  effects 
of  her  sudden  capture ;  and  thither  we 
will  for  the  present  leave  her,  observing 
merely,  that  these  rooms,  though  un« 
provided  with  any  thing  like  the  accom- 
modations 
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modationa  of  htxuiy,  or  even  of  common 
comfort^  were  not  deficient  in  those 
requisites  whidi  are  incompatibly  ne- 
cessary in  civilizbd  life ;  arid  that  fiom 
the  riatm^  of  their  oohatruction,  and  the 
materials  df  whibh  they  were  composed, 
thfey  were  inacoessiUe  to  the  effects  of 
damp  and  decay. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Azasel — a  spirit  tall. 

Milton 


Harper  cries- 


S^Hl  espsa  ike —  Macbeth, 

WaiL«T  the  interior  of  Wharton  House 
was  onee  more  doomed  to  become  the 
scene  of  tli«  iniquity  of  its  possessor, 
the  rectory-house  <tf  Walter  Wharton 
was  not  exempted  firom  the  pollutions 
ofgulit 

dti::togi&  as  it  mdy  appear,  the  charms 
of  Alison  had  made  impi-ieissions  ob  the 
biedSfe  df  tiie  gloomy  inm&te  of  that  se- 
questered dwelling,  td  ii^hich  it  had  till 
then  for  ever  been  a  stranger. . 

Though 


186  THE  WI^AED  PBIEST. 

Though  the  priest  lived  in  a  much 
more  retired  mamier  than  the  proprietor 
of  the  estate  on  which  he  resided,  yet 
he  had  a  great  many  more  opportunities 
than  this  last  of  beholding  the  beauteous 
girl. 

The  family,  and  the  retainers  of  sir 
Harbottle  Cutts,  were  regular  and  con- 
stant attendants,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  M 
the  parochial  church  of  the  district ;  and 
though  they  were  no  strangers  to  the 
evil  reports  which  had  got  abroad  of  the 
character  and  pursuits  of  the  rector,  and 
altiiough,  in  consequence  of  them,  diey 
were  not  on  the  slightest  terms  of  inti- 
macy lyith  him,  yet  they  did  not  con- 
sider that  a  sufficient  reason  to  absent 
themselves  from  the  celebration  of  divine 
service,  or  refuse  to  pay  their  homage 
to  their  Creator,  because  his  servant  was 
unworthy  and  base. 

It  was  then  at  the  parisfh-churdi  that 

Herbert 
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Herbert  Wharton  had  beheld  the  elegant 
and  almost-incomparable  Alison  Fawkes, 
and  these  repeated  opportunities  of  see^ 
ing  her  failed  not,  in  his  guilty  soul,  to 
raise  hopes  that  he  should  one  day  have 
it  in  his  power  to  call  her  his,  though  he 
knew  quite  su£Bcient  of  the  world  and 
of  the  parties  he  had  to  deal  with,  and 
of  himself,  to  be  aware  that  his  advances 
could  not  be  favourably  received.  In 
what  way  then  was  he  to  proceed,  or 
how  was  he  to  gain  his  point,  and  by 
what  means?  Alison  was  sunounded 
by  powerful  protectors;  he  could  not 
therefore  hope  to  snatch  her  from  their 
grasp  by  force — by  stratagem  he  could 
effect  no  more  than  he  could  by  violence ; 
he  had  no  assistants  of  whose  services  he 
could  avail  himself;  he  was,  in  short, 
an  isolated  being,  a  man  barely  tolerated 
by  those  amidst  whom  he  lived  six 
days  out  of  seven,  a  gloomy  recluse,  a 
bugbear,  by  whom  the  ignorant  and  su- 
perstitious were  alarmed  and  awed,  and 

jan 
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an  object  of  pity,  detestation,  and  con- 
tempt to  the  more  enlightened  aAd  bet- 
ter-mformed. 

But,  in  spite  of  all  this,  Herbert  Whar- 
ton had  resources,  and  those  too  most 
powerful  ones — ^resources  to  which  be 
bad,  on  various  occasions  before  the  pre- 
sent, resorted  to  with  success,  and  which 
he  knew  by  experience  were  most  ex- 
tensive in  their  operations,  and  almost  ir- 
resistible in  their  consequences.  To 
these  therefore  he  resolved  immediatdy 
to  have  recourse,  and,  in  defiance  of  the 
laws  of  God  and  man,  determined  to 
summdn  to  his  aid  the  minions  of  that 
being,  before  whose  tremendous  iniquity 
and  power  the  whole  of  created  nature 
treftibles  and  quails. 

It  wais  on  a  night  of  unusual  darkness 
that  this  guilty  man  commenced  the 
diabolical  mysteries,  in  the  .study  of 
wfaidi  he  bad  consumed  the  greatest 

part 
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part  of  his  days,  and  to  Which,  with 
guilty  diligence,  he  had  applied  the 
strong  talents  with  which  he  was  en- 
dowed by  nature.  The  rain,  which  fell 
in  torrents  from  the  expanded  floodgates 
of  the  skies,  pelted  and  rattled  with  un- 
ceasing fury  on  the  thatched  roof  and 
iron  sides  of  his  primeval  dwelling.  The 
house  rocked  and  -  shook  with  the  yio- 
lenoe  of  the  tempest,  and  at  short  inter- 
vals, the  long  loud  rattling  of  the  burst- 
ing thunder  broke,  in  incessant  peals, 
upon  the  ears  of  the  afiHghted  herdsmen 
and  shqfAerds;  it  was  indeed  a  night 
"of  woe  and  dread,''  and  strictly  in 
keeping  with  the  unhallowed  deeds 
wfaicSi  it  was  fated  to  conceal  and  wit- 
ne^;  no  star  irra^ated  the  musky  ca- 
nopy of  the  horizon — ^no  ray  of  the  moon 
glinted  l^  its  light  the  monotonous 
darkness  which  reigned  triumphant 
throughout  the  surrounding  space ;  the 
orb  of  night,  hid  and  oofmeealed  by  the 
density  of  the  atmosphere  and  <douds, 

shone 
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shone  not  on  the  unholy  rites  of  Her- 
bert Wharton,  but,  veiled  in  mist  and 
vapour,  fled  his  forbidden  orgies. 

The  room  in  which  the  priest  was  la- 
bouring in  his  criminal  avocation  was 
what  he  had  fitted  up  as,  and  designated 
his  study.    Though  the  largest  apart- 
ment in  the  rectory,  it  was  far  fiom 
being  either  spacious  or  convenient ;  the 
shelves  with  which  it  was  surrounded 
were  Crammed  with  volumes  of  all  sizes, 
from'  the    pocket-vcdume    of  modem 
days  to  the  huge  ponderous  folio  of  the 
more  early  ages  of  the  art  of  printing ; 
their  covers  were  torn  and  stained  by 
time,  damp,  ill  usage,  and  repeated  read- 
ing, and  would,  by  a  daiidy  in  literature, 
be  rejected  as  unfit  for  a  fa^ionable 
bookcase,  and  their  places  supplied  by 
volumes  of  more  seemly  appearance  to 
the  eye  and  taste.    The  repeated  lacu- 
brations^  however^  which  they  had  un- 
dergone^  gave  sufficient  proof  of  the  in- 
tense 


THE  WIZARD  PRIEST.  141 

tense  application  which  had  been  be- 
stowed in  acquiring  the  information  to 
be  found  in  them,  though  it  destroyed 
the  beauty  of  their  exterior,  and  shewed 
that  they  were  not,  at  the  time  of  which 
we  are  speaking,  the  property  of  an  idle 
and  indolent  man. 

In  various  other  parts  of  the  room 
were  placed  philosophical  and  necroman- 
tic apparatus,  and  such  other  instruments 
of  science  and  experimental  learning  as 
were  usually  to  be  met  in  the  studies  of 
the  chemists  and  astrologists  of  the  se- 
venteenth century.  The  door  of  this 
fearful  apartment  was  of  the  strongest 
oak,  firmly  barricadoed  with  bolt  and 
bars,  and  the  shutter  of  the  only  window 
by  which  it  was  but  obscurely  lit,  owing 
to  the  iron  bars  and  grating  by  which 
it  was  defended,  was  securely  closed  and 
fastened ;  for  though  the  wizard  dreaded 
but  little  the  scrutiny  of  his  deaf  and 
dumb  domestic,    and  though  he  was 

aware 
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aware  thafc  his  abode  was  rarely,  if  ever, 
▼lated  by  intruden,  especially  after 
nightfidl,  yet  be  was  resolved  to  leave 
notluDg  to  ooDtiDgencies^  against  wbieh 
be  could  make  bimself  completely  se- 
cure ;  and  it  is  more  tban  ^obable  tbat 
in  tbe  prosecution  of  wbat  be  was  now 
about  to  do,  be  was  defended  by  otber 
defences  tban  tbose  wbicb  depend  upon 
tbe  force  of  wood  or  iron  alone^  and  tbat 
be  was  indebted  to  supernatural  powers, 
to  **  word  and  to  speU,"  for  tbe  bulwarks 
wbicb  sbielded  bim  fiom  detection  and 
punisbment 

After  tbe  performance  of  many  ma^- 
oal  ceremonies,  witb  tbe  nature  and 
meaning  of  wbicb  we  are  wholly  unac- 
quainted, and  witb  a  description  of  wbicb, 
owing  to  tbe  sbocking  blaspbemies  witb 
wbicb  tbey  were  accompanied,  we  de- 
cline disfiguring  our  pages,  or  offending 
tbe. eyes. of  tbe  reader,  tbe  wizard  de- 
sccibed  upon  the  floor  of  his  apartment 

a  small 
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a  small  circle,  around  the  extremities  of 
which  he  placed  skulls,  bones,  dried  rep- 
tiles, and  various  other  objects  of  horrible 
md  disgusting  appearance,  and  sprinkled 
the  whole  with  a  fluid  in  colour  and 
consistency  resembling  human  blood. 
This  arrangement  being  made,  according 
to  the  forms  necessary  for  his  diabolical 
charms,  and  every  thing  being  observed 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  science 
in  which  he  was  skilled,  he  took  his  seat 
upon  an  antique  chair,  within  two  yards 
of  the  verge  of  the  circle,  and  holding  in 
his  hand  a  long  straight  sword,  without 
either  hilt  or  guard,  which  he  extended 
towards  tUe  circle,  began  to  read,  out  of 
the  uncouth-looking  and  strange  volume 
which  was  supported  on  his  knees,  the 
formula  of  the  incantation  which  was 
to  summon  to  his  presence,  and  render 
obedient  to  his  command,  the  spirits  of 
darkness  and  iniquity. 

^     With 
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With  the  precise  nature  or  purport  of 
the  words  which  he  repeated  from  the 
book  before  him  we  are  unacquainted; 
but  be  they  what  they  might,  it  was  ob- 
vious that  they  produced  the  most  ex- 
traordinary effects  upon  the  guilty 
reader.  His  countenance,  which  was, 
on  all  occasions  and  at  all  times,  ghastly 
and  pallid,  became  on  the  present  cada- 
verous and  deathlike ;  the  clammy  per- 
spiration of  intense  agony  and  suffering 
burst  from  the  pores  of  the  contracted 
skin  of  his  broad  forehead,  and  actually 
streamed  like  rain-drops  along  his  brows 
and  face ;  his  features  were  distorted  in 
the  manner  similar  to  those  of  a  criminal 
who  has  expired  under  the  infliction  of 
torment  too  great  for  human  nature  to 
support ;  his  eyes  seemed  bursting  from 
their  sockets,  and  rolled  with  frightful 
expression  upon  the  vacancy  of  the 
chamber,  and  his  hair  bristled  upon  his 
head  with  the  emotions  and  tumult  of 

the 
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the  soul  to  which  he  was  subjected,  and 
which,  in  the  course  of  his  lucubrations, 
he  underwent. 

NevertheksSi  in  spite  of  the  unnatural 
and  terrible  pangs,  which  he  suffered, 
and  which  were  momentarily  augment- 
ing, and  shook  his  limbs  and  frame  al- 
most to  dissolution,  he  continued  un- 
flinchingly his  unearthly  process;    the 
longer  he  read,  the  more  violent  became 
his  emotions ;  the  agitation  of  his  man- 
ner increased  in  proportion  as  his  conju- 
ration approached  its  dimax,  and  became 
at  length  so  violent  and  tremendous, 
that  it  was  clearly  apparent  no  mortal 
fabric    could    long    sustain    the  shock 
which  Herbert  Wharton,  with  horrible 
pertinacity,  had  brought  against  himself; 
nor  did  he  much  longer  expose  himself 
to  its  effects,   for  suddenly  stretching 
forth  the  sword  immediately  before  his> 
breast,  in  the  attitude  of  a  prison  about 
to  expect  the  onset  of  a  iiirious  adver* 
VOL.  II.  fi  sary. 
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sary,  and  raising  his  eyes  from  the  mystid 
page,  in  a  voice,  guttural  and  deep,  and 
almost  choked  with  the  foam  which 
flowed  from  his  lips,  as  from  the  jaws  of 
some  rabid  animal,  he  distinctly  articu- 
lated— ^**Azazel!  Azazel!  AzazelT 

Immediately  on  the  utterance  of  these 
words,  a  loud  hissing  sound  ran  through 
the  apartment  of  the  warlock ;  the  lamp 
by  which  it  was  illumined  sunk  so  low 
in  the  socket,  that  no  rays  of  light  were 
emitted  from  its  feeble  flame ;  a  stifling 
vapour  pervaded  the  atmosphere,  so  hot 
and  noxious  with  sulphureous  particles 
as  almost  to  occasion  suffocation;  this 
however  lasted  not  long,  but  was,  in  a 
few  seconds  after,  succeeded  by  a  rushing 
wind,  so  intensely  and  so  cutting  cold  as 
to  resemble  the  teniperature  of  a  polar 
winter,  and  which,  had  it  been  of  long 
continuance,  would,  unless  he  Had  been 
fortified  by  the  strength  of  his  charms, 
have  frozen  and  destroyed  the  guilty 

-  tenant 
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tenant  of  the  room :  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore this  nipping  temperature  gave  place 
to  the  accustomed  degree  of  atmospheric 
hieat  usual  to  the  time  of  year  at  which 
this  scene  took  place,  and  a  sharp,  slirill, 
yet  not  unmusical  voice,  in  answer  to 
the  summons,  exclaimed,  in  a  tone  clear 
and  distinct — "  Who  calls  Azazel  ?" 

*•  Tis  I,  Wharton,  of  Wharton." 

**  Why  am  I  summoned  ?" 

**  Appear^  and  thou  ^halt  be  instruct- 
ei" 

^  I  cannot.'* 
-  ^  I  say,  be  visible  to  mortal  eyes." 

^*  Sir  priest^  I  cannot." 

^  Thou  minion  of  my  will,  be  visible, 
or  dread  the  searchings  of  my  power 
aad  vengeance." 

"I  pray  thee,  call  some  other  spirit 
to  obey  thy  mandates;  I  pray  thee, 
Wharton,  let  me  rest  from  toil." 

^  It  cannot  be ;  appear— I  say,  appear, 
Azaz^ !  and  no  longer  mock  'me." 

**  Wharton,  I  come." 

h2  The 
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The  thunder,  which  had  for  some  mu  ^ 
nutes,  and  during  the  continuance  of  this 
dialogue,  ceased  to  appal  the  frightened  • 
neighbourhood  by  its  tremendous  din> 
at  this  moment  broke  forth  with  tenfold 
violence  and  rage,  and  shook  the  build* 
ing  in  which  these  deeds  were  doing, 
from  its  very  foundation,  1^  its  force; 
the  lightnings  >vere  so  vivid,  and  suc- 
ceeded each  other  in  such  rapid  corus- 
cations, that  though  the  darkness  of  the 
night  was  uncheered  by. the  beams  of 
the  moon,  or  the  presence  of  a  single 
star,  it  became  sufficiently  light  to  dis- 
cern distinctly  every  object  in  the  sur- 
rounding country ;  and  though  the  door 
and  window  of  the  roomr  were  securely 
fastened,  and  no  chink  nor  cranny  left 
uncovered,  through  which  the  external, 
light  might  find  admittance  within  the 
stubborn  walls,  yet  the  whole  iipartment 
was  illumined  unintermittingly  with 
quick  vibrations  of  etectric  fife,  wfaidi 
played  in  rapid  eddies  akng  the  rx>o& 

.    and 
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and  sides,  and  shewed  distinctly,  by  its 
blue  lambent  light,  the  preparations 
which  had  been  adopted  for  the  recep- 
tion of  an  infernal  visitor,  and  the  con* 
vulsions  which  the  features  of  the  ne- 
cromancer were  undergoing.  The  room 
rung  with  a  'confusion  of  the  most  hor- 
rible and  indescribable  sounds— rounds 
to  which  nothing  that  ever  was  emitted 
from  human  organs  bore  the  most  dis- 
tant or  remote  resemblance,  and  to 
which  the  sounds  extracted  from  the 
most  elaborate  instruments  of  human 
invention  were  in  no  manner  similar — 
taught^,  rattling,  hoarse,  guttural,  ago- 
nizing, ominous,  and  convulsive — the 
sounds  of  persons  in  the  very  pangs  of 
dissolution,  occasioned  by  sudden  im- 
mersion in  water,  or  firom  strangulation — 
sobs,  groans,  shrieks,  screams — *^  voices 
unlike  the  voice  of  man,**  and  vetoes  like 
the  voice  of  ^  one  who  tugs  with  life, 
and  Is  with  force  tferthrown,*"  were  heard 
in  mingled  hitbbub  on  ali  indes,  and 

H  S  ceased 
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ceased  riot  till  the  priest,  three  times 
beating  the  air  with  bis  extended  blade, 
and  then  projecting  it. in  its  original 
-manner,  again  called  out-^*'  Azazd, 
come  ?' 

Upon  thi«  the  mieartbly  voices  ceased^ 
and  the  silence  of  death  reigned  through- 
out the  apartment;  and  in  a  few  seconds 
a  dense  clottd,  or  misty  vapour,  was  ap- 
parent in  the  centre  ^f  the  magie  circle, 
which^  after  a  continuance  of  short  dura- 
tion, di&dpated  and  dissolved  entirely, 
and  without  noise,  from  the  sight,  Irv- 
ing exposed  to  view  the  figure  of  th^ 
spirit,  which  had  become  visible  in  obe- 
dience to  the  commands  of  the  ma^cian. 

The  spirit  was  iii;  appearance  and  out- 
line but  little,  if  at  alU :  di&risi^  fi*om 
the  human  form,  exceptar^  that  the 
limbs  were  infinitely  less  muscular,  and 
were  wanting  in  those  delineations  of 
bone  and  si)iew  on  ^hich  the  anatomical 
>  .    .  beauty 
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beauty  of  mortal  frames  depend ;  there 
was  a  total  absence  of  the  ^  brittle 
strength"  of  bone  and  nerves,  and  the 
whole  form  partook  of  that  light  sha- 
dowy look,  and  those  properties,  which 
are  generally  attributed  to  beings  of  a 
spiritual  n^tu^e.  The  features  were  de- 
cidedly Grecian,  and  from  the  head  flow- 
ed numerous  ringlets  of  long  light  wav- 
ing hair  ;  the  eyes  were  bright,  and  most 
intensely  penetrating,  sparkling  with  a 
fire  with  which  no  mortal  orbs  were 
ever  gifted,  and  searching  with  their 
burning  glances  the  inmost  recesses*  of 
the  thoughts;  the  spirit  was,  on  the 
Ji^hole,  correctly  beautiful,  yet  horrible 
to  behold,  and  it  was  impossible  to  be- 
hold it  without  feelings  of  terror,  and 
instinctive  shudderings  and  fear. 

The  demon  no  sooner  became  com- 
pletely visible  to  mortal  ken  than  the 
same  slu*ill,  slender  voice,  which  had  be- 
fore been  heard,  and  in  the  emission  of 

H  4  which 
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whidi  no  motion  was  perceptible  on  the 
lips  of  the  speaker,  demanded — *^  What 
woaldst  thou  with  me?" 

Walter  Wharton,  still  holding  the 
sword  towards  the  circle,  replied — **  I 
need  thy  services.'* 

^  in  what  can  I  assist  thee  ?** 

"  In  giving  to  my  power  the  object 
of  my  love." 

*^  Who  is  she  ?^ 

••  Alison  Fawkes.'' 

«  The  task  is  difficult** 

•*  Wherefore  so  ?** 

**  Superior  powers  attend  and  watch 
her  safety  •** 

^  Go  not  to  mock  me  with  delusions^ 
fiend.** 

"  Wharton,  I  do  not* 

*'  Say,  shall  ^he  maid  be  mine  ?" 

"What  is  to  be  is  veiled  from  my 
^es.* 

''Thou  canst  and  must  contrive  to 
make  her  mine,  and  shall  not  play  me 
false.** 

«  Wharton, 
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*^  Wharton,  I  own  tlqr  power,  and 
must  obey  thee;  sajr  therefore  what 
thou  wouldflt*' 

^  You  muet  mrtruct  me  bow  to  giun 
my  prize.'* 

•^  I  will'' 

*^  Then  tell  me  quidcly,  bow  must  I 
proceed?'' 

•'  Seek  Gundred  Wolfe." 

**  Will  she  instruct  me  bow  to  reach 
my  ends  ?" 

**  She  will." 

"  Then  will  I  seek  her  widdenly." 

**  Now,  Wharton,  t  have  done  thy 
will— dismiss  me." 

*^  Away!  depart!  and  i^eed  thee 
from  my  picsence." 

Instantly  the  terrific  sounds  and  noises 
which  had  announced  the  approach  of 
the  demon  agaki.  arose;  the  thunders 
again  rdled  in  awful  tumult  on  all  sides^ 
and  reverberatted  from  the  ooncavo  of 
the  skiesv;  the  lighfthiii jp  played  brightly 

H.  5>  in> 
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in  unceasing  flashes  throughDut  *the 
chamber ;  the  same  sul^^hureous  vapour 
pervaded  the  atmosphere,  and  was  in  an 
instant  after  succeeded  by  the  same  wi- 
thering frost ;  total  darkness  enveloped 
the  apartment,  and  the  same  lohg,  loud, 
infernal  hiss  ru^g  through  the  air,  and 
died  away  into  the  silence  of  the  grave; 

No  sooner  was  the  departure  of  the 
spirit  complete,  than  the  lamp  by  wbi<4i 
the  apartment  was  generally  illumined, 
and  which,  during  the  foregoing  dialogue, 
had  been  but  of  little  service,  recovered 
its  former  splendour,  and  every  thing 
resumed  its  usual  and  natural  appear- 
ance. The  priest,  closing  his  forbidden 
book,  rose  slowly,  and  apparently  in  a 
staterofexhagstioO,;  from  his  chair,  and 
removed,  as  ^trickly.i^s  he  wa3  able,  the 
J  necroniantic:  apparatus:  of  whidi  he  ba4 
just  availed  himself  I  and  restored  every 
thing  to  the  same  estate  in  which  \t  had 
been  befbre  ha  commenced .  :bis  incant^ 

,„  ,:  tions. 
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tions.  He  then  paced  slowly  and  lan^ 
guidly  the  flooring  of  the  study;  revolv- 
ing in  his  thoughts  the  words  and  advice 
of  the  demon,  and  resolving,  withoat  de- 
lay, to  follow  his  directions ;  exulting  in 
his  certainty  of  success,  he  soliloquized 
with  himself  on  the  propitious  aspect  of 
his  criminal  designs,  and  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  internal  cogitations^  >  the 
following  words  fell  from  his  guilty  lips 
— "  What  need  I  doubt  ?— thepowers  of 
darkness  are  obedient  to  my  summons, 
and  must,  thanks  to  my  industry  and 
pains !  perform  the  dictates  of  my  will. 
Yes,  Alison,  thou  must  and  shall  be 
mine,  despite  all  obstacles;  my  will 
commands  it,  and  will  not  brook  denial 
or  delay.  Azazelhas  well  said, .  thou 
Gundred  Wolfe,,  whose  life  I  rescued 
from  the  churls  and  boors^  of  this'  cursed 
neighboi^hood,  shall  now  afford  thy 
help,  and  pay  the  debt  •  thou  o west  me 
for  that  service ;  ^  I  will  no  longer  tarry, 
but.bef(n:e  th$  night  be  closed,  betake,  me 

h6  to 
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to  thy  hut,  and  tiy  the  efficacy  of  whal 
the  fiend  advised.*' 


Heve  bis  aofiToqoy  was  suddenly  cut 
short  by  the  voice  of  some  one  at  the 
window,  muttering,  hi  hoarse  tones— 
-  Who  caHson  Gundred  Wolfer 

Starfmg  at  the  voice.  Waller  Wharton 
stood  for  an  instant  in  the  attitude  rf 
alarm;  Aen  approadiing  the  window, 
and  applying  his  mouth  dose  to  the 
shutter  by  which  it  was  secured,  inquir- 
ed hastily — ^*  Who  is  it  that  invades  the 
privacy  ef  nigbt,  and  ktiks  around  my 
dwelling?" 

The  vcMce  on  the  outride  replied— 
*•  Fear  not— 'tis  I.** 

«•  Who  art  thou  T 

**  Thy  friend  and  fellow-Iabouwr, 
Gundred  Wolfe.*^ 

«  Ah  1  Gundred  Wolfe  f  Thanks  to 
the  prince  of  air  that  thou  ait  come  T 

•*  Admit  me^  sir  priest,'* 

•^  That  will  I  gladly,  Gundred ;  gOr 

get 
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get  ye  to  the  door— I  will  mysdf  admit 
thee  * 


He  was  not  long  in  fulfilling  his  word ; 
cautiously  unbarring  his  study-door,  he 
approached  the  outer  portal  of  his  grim 
abode,  and  withoiit  being  observed  by 
any  one,  not  even  by  his  deaf  and  dumb 
servant,  over  whose  senses  it  is  more 
than  probable  he  had  diffused  some  po- 
tent spell,  which,  in  spite  of  tlie  damour 
and  strange  scenes  to  which  the  rectory 
had  been  witness,  combining  with  her 
natural  infirmities,  rendered  her  insen- 
sible to  what  had  been  passing  around 
her,  and  bound  her  faculties  in  the  tram*- 
mels  of  tieep  sleep. 

He  conducted  the  hag  without  cere- 
mony to  the  seat  of  his  conjurations^  and 
securing  tiie  door,  addressed  himself  to 
her  in  these  words  :^— *^  Gundred,  I  do 
rejoice  that  thou  art  come,  foe  I  do 
greatly  need  thy  services.'* 

••Wharton^ 
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:    ^*  Wharton,  I  know  it/' 

**  Ah !  say  est  thou,  thou  knowest  that 
I  need  thee  ?'* 

•^Ido.'' 

•*  How  came  ye  by  such  knowledge  ?" 

"  The  power  that  is  obedvent  to  my 
call  forewarned  me  to  come  hither." 

"'Tiswell.     Say,  Gundred,.  art  thou 
willing  to  befriend  me  ?.'* 

«  I  am.'" 
,   "  Kjiowest  thou  the  business  in  which 
Lneed  thy  succour  and  assistance?" 

"No.'" 

"Attend  then  to  my  wdr^s^.and  thou 
shalt.quickly  learn  it." 

He  then  explained*  at*  larg^  ^  to  the 
disgusting  beldame  the  information  of 
which  the  reada:  i^  \  already.  po3Sf$sed ; 
he*  recapitulated  to  her  his  conjuratipu 
of  die  spirit  Aza2dl^  and  t}ie.  information 
cand  advice,  he  had  in  consequence,  re*- 
ceived^, 

.        .  •  •    ThV 
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The. hag  received  the  intelligence  of 
her  partner  in  iniqiitky  with  horrible  sa- 
tisfaction, and,  with  a  fearful  grin  of  in- 
%nal  mirth  and  fiendish  merriment, 
gave  him.  promise  of  her  unqualified  co- 
operation int  bis  plans.-^^' Doubt  not, 
thou  notable  wizard!!"  exclaimed  she, 
^  before  to-morrow's  sun  shall  shine  upon 
this  priestly  dwelling,  I  will  prepare  a 
spell  shall  work  thy  wishes,  and  glut  at 
once  my  vengeance  and  my  hate." 

"  Wherefore  thy  vengeance  sayest 
thou,  Gundred  ?  ia  what  has  Alison  of- 
fended thee?" 

"  This^  is  no  fitting  time  for  nice  de- 
tails; suffice  to  say,  she  scorned  and 
mocked  me  in  Round'Copse  one  morn, 
'tis  now  some  nine  weeks  passed:-  I 
vowed  to  vent  my  vengeance  on  her 
head,  and  naw  the  saucy  quean  shall  rue 
her  pertness,.and  feel  full  sore  the  power 
of  Gundred  Wolfe.!' 

"  Eno.ogh?t*-we  have  .«o  tame  to  lose," 

"Then  hold  thy  silence,  whilst  I  sum- 
.    .      ^  '  .  n^on 
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mon  one  from  whom  we'll  learn  wliat 
course  must  be  pursued." 

The  priest  acted  in  conformity  to  her 
commands,  whilst  sh^  distending  her  ca- 
pacious jaws,  growled  forth.— ^  Howlet^ 
Howlet,  come  to  my  call !" 

After  a  momentary  silence,  a  low,  yet 
articulate  and  cRstinct  whisper  was 
heard  in  the  apartmait,  in  answa  to  the 
summons  of  the  hag~-^  Howlet  obeys 
the  voice  of  her  he  serves.** 

**  Say,  how  shall  Walter  Wharton 
gain  power  over  the  parson  of  her  he 
loves  ?" 

'^  You^  must  prepare  a  philtre  for  his 
aid." 

**  What  then  ?"^ 

'^Contrive  she  drihlc  of  il^  and  doubt 
not  his  success." 

^'  Of  what  must  it  consist?*' 

^  Soch  potions^  Gundred,  thou  ait 
skilled,  to  make,  nor  shall  it  diBSdt  bom 
the  spdbwilli  wfaidi,  in  times  irnig^incCi 
4faoa  oft.  has  W4>rked  thy  will ;  iMit  this 

observe, 
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observe,  and  carefully  take  heed,  that 
when  thou  feign'st  the  necromantic 
diann,  three  hairs  of  homicidal  head  be 
burnt  and  mixed.*' 

^*  Spirit,  thou  well  hast  said ;  the.  maid 
is  now  safe  in  Cutts  Castie— thither— *~'* 
^  Gundred,  no!  Cutts  Castle  holds 
not  Alison." 
^  Say  then,  where  must  we  seek  her  ?" 
**  Seek  her  at  Wharton  House." 
^  At  Wharton  House ! — Show's  this  ?" 
^  The  walls  of  Wharton  House  con* 
tain  the  person  of  the  captive  maid,  and 
those  who   would  avail   them  of  the 
charm  must  therein  seek  her." 

^  I  charge  thee,  Howkt,  read  this 
riddle  straight." 

^Gundred,  I  will.  The  maid  this 
morning  from  the  castle  hall,  by  fraud 
and  treacherous  cunning,  was  decoyed, 
and  by  the  owner  of  grim  Wharton 
House,  safe,  in  the  secret  chamber,  is 
confined." 
*•  Howlet,  no  more ;  thou  mayest  de- 

part. 
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parti  whilst  we  prepare  the  magic  philtre 
.  for  the  raaid."  Then  turning  to  Herbert 
Wharton^  whose  sensations  had  been 
most  strongly  excited  by  the  intelligence 
of  the  familiar,  and  the  discovery  of  Ali- 
son Fawkes  being  in  the  power  of  his 
brother  Nicholas,  but  who,  in  obedience 
to  her  directions,  had  preseiVed,  during 
the  colloquy,  a  profound .  silence,  she 
thus  addressed  him — ^**  Rector^  we 
have  no  time  to  lose — ^this  very  night 
the  charm  must  be  prepared." 

"  True,  Gundred,  and  to  you  I  trust 
Mfy  fortune,*^ 

'^  Fate  is  propitious  to  our  machina* 
tions ;.  behold  this  scalp  (here  she  drew 
forth,  and  held  before  the  eyes*  oi  the 
wizard,  the  haify  scalp  of  a  human  head) ; 
this  once  adorned  the  head  of  bloody- 
jGingered  Gilbert  Quartermine,  whose 
j»kull  now  whitens  in  the  breeze  of  Fox- 
glove Heatli  I  I  tore  it  lately  from  his 
murderous  head,,  and  now  my  prescience 
of  its  future  use  is  like  to  be  rewarded; 

three 
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three  hairs  of  this  shall  be  oompounded 
with  our  powerful  spdl,  iind  thou,  s^ir 
rector,  i^all  obtain  thy  wishes." 

''  I  thank  thee  heartily,  Gundred  ; 
but  for  thy  help  I  ne'er  had  dreamt  that 
miscreant  Nicholas  possessed  the  ol^ect 
of  my  wishes ;  now  that  we  kno^  where 
Alison  is  confined,  the  secrets  of  human 
contrivance  shall  not  long  shield  her 
from  our  visitation ;  my  power  removes 
all  barriers  to  my  will  to  join  her ;  but 
come — ^night  wears  apace-<-*'tis.  time  the 
potion  were  already  mixt J' 

With  these  words  they  closed  fheii' 
conversation,  and  prepaved  to  compose 
the  infernal  philtre. 

» 

We  decline  accompanying  them  fur- 
ther in  the  disgusl^ng  and  diabdiical  jpro- 
cess,  which  they  forthwith  commenced; 
we  fear  we  have  already  been  too  mi- 
nute in  our  detail  oi  their  iniquities,  and 
we  spare  ourselves  and  the  -  reader  tlv^ 

dis^ 
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disagreeaUe  feelings  wliidi  must  be  ex- 
dted,  if  we  w^  mole  fully  to  introduce 
a  description  of  their  infernal  rites  and 
CMTgies ;  let  it  be  soffieient  to  know,  that 
the  night  was  spent  in  blasphemous  and 
mystic  incantaticms^  a^d  oeremonies  too 
horribly  disgusting  to  be  conceived  by 
those  not  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
with  which  these  monsters  were  well 
acquainted,  and  niiidi  frequent  practice 
had  rendered  habitual  to  them ;  and  that 
heEfxe  the  first  beams  of  daybreak  had 
gilded  the  thateh  of  Wharton  Rectory, 
the  fatal  draught  was  fully  prepared, 
and  diis^uised  under  the  semblance  of 
refreshing  wine,  pna^e  ready  for  her  who 
was  destined  by  Herbert  aqd  his  assist- 
ant to  be  its  unsuspecting  partaker. 

We  will  therefore,  fhr  the  present,  take 
our  leave  of  the  rectory*  and  the  sorce- 
ries which  it  concealed*  and  <mce  vaoie 
return  to  Wharton  House,  and  the 
deeds  which  were  there  transacting. 

When 
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When  the  unfortunate  Alison  reco- 
vered from  the  dwoon  into  which,  by  the 
sudden  and  unwelcome  appearance  of 
Nicholas  Wharton»  she  had  been  thrown, 
she  was  surprised  to  find  herself  stretched 
on  a  hard,  coarse  pallet,  on  cHie  side  of  a 
small  and  gloomy  chamber,  which  was 
but  dimly  lighted  by  an  iron  lamp,  sus- 
pended from  the  ceiling.  The  room  it- 
self was  very  low  and  arched  and  the 
roof,  as  well  as  the  sides  and  flooring, 
were  composed  of  stone,  and  not  covered 
with  stucco,  or  any  thing  by  which  its 
repulsive  appearance  might  have  been  re- 
lieved and  softened.  The  only  furniture 
it  contained  was  the  miseraUe  couch  on 
which  she  had  just  been  stretched^  a 
small  iron-bound  oaken  table,  and  an 
antkjue  chair  of  the  aafne  materials. 


■•»  • 


In  one  part  of  the.  aitefaed  ceiling,  at 
a  distance  of  about  eight  feet  from  the 
floor,  she  perceived  a  sof t  of  trapdoor, 
or  hatdiway^  by  wbioh\an  entrance  into 

the 
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the  place  was  to  be  gained,  and  from 
which  she  saw  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
her  to  hope  for  escape,  as  it  was  irapos- 
sible  for  her  to  reach  it,  even  allowing 
that  it  had  been  unfastened  and  unse- 
cured on  the  outside;  and  after  making 
several  inefTectual  attem(>ts  to  place  un- 
der it  the  table  and  chair,  so '  that  by 
their  assistance  she  might  mount  and 
reach  it,  she  had  the  mortification  to  dis- 
cover that  those  two  unaccommodating 
pieces  of  furniture  were  firmly  secured 
in  the  flooring  of  the  apartment— their 
feet  being  let  some  way  into  the  solid 
stone,  from  which  all  the  strength  she 
could  command  was  too  feeble  to  re- 
move  them.  Thus  frustrated  in  the  on. 
ly  chance, .  small  as  it  was,  by  which  she 
might  have  gained  her  liberty,  she  re- 
solved to  explore  what  seemed  to  be  the 
inner  apartment  of  this  drear  abode ;  and 
for  that  purpose,  her  first  step  was  to 
unhook  the  lamp,  which  she  did  with- 
out difficulty,  and  immediately  entered 

tha 
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the  inner  room ;  but  here,  alas  !  she  met 
with  no  object  to  remove  her  dread,  or 
to  excite  her  hopes  of  being  once,  again 
at  large :  the  second  chamber  was,  if  any^ 
thing  differing,  smaller  than  the  first, 
and  totally  exempt  from  furniture  of  any 
kind :  there  were  in  it  several  apertures 
in  the  walls  and  roof,  but  they  were  too 
small  to  lead  to  any  thoughts  of  escape, 
and  defended  with  gratings  of  thick  iron, 
being  apparently  formed  for  the  admis- 
sion of  air,  though  whither  they  led,  or 
where  they  terminated,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  conjecture,  as  no  rays  of  light  pe- 
netrated through  them  to  cheer  the 
lonely  den. 

To  one  of  these  apertures,  however, 
Alison,  in  the  desperation  of  the  mo- 
ment, applied  her  voice ;  and  in  tones, 
the  loudest  she  could  utter,  and  the 
most  supplicatory  and  heartrending  that 
can  be  imagined,  entreated  those  whose 

hearing 
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hearing  she  might  be  fortunate  enough 
to  reach,  to  come  to  her  succour,  and 
iextricate  her  from  the  horrible  confine- 
ment with  which  she  was  enthralled. 

But  vain  and  futile  were  all  her  ef- 
forts— vainly  did  she  exert  her  voice  till 
her  throat  became  too  hoarse  to  keep 
pace  with  her  wishes*— vainly  did  she 
exhaust  her  strength. and  patience  in  at- 
tempting to  make  herself  heard;  she 
was  compelled,  after  a  very  short  trial, 
to  relinquish  her  endeavours,  and  butst- 
ing  into  a  violent  flood .  pf  tears,  which, 
however,  relieved  in  some  degree  the 
bursting  agony  of  her  bosom,  she  took 
up  the  lamp,  and  returned  to  the  apart- 
ment she  had  quitted,  and  seating  her- 
self on  the  couch,  by  which  she  had  been, 
whilst  inanimate,  supported,  and  which 
was  nothing  more  than  a  stout  mattress 
stretched  upon  a  stone  seat,  prelecting 
about  two  feet  and  a  half  from  the  wall 

on 
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on  one  side  of  the  chamber,  gave  herself 
uf)  to  wrrowp  Umentatlon^  and  conjec- 
ture. 

Tbpugh  the  mind  of  Alison  was,  to  a 
cursory  observer,  too  light  and  playful 
to  be  fitted  for  the  visitations  of  afflic- 
tion, yet  did  she  possess  qualifications 
of  a  higher  order  than  mere  buoyancy 
of  animal  spirits,  or  laughter-loving  jo- 
cularity and  mirth* 

■ 

Her  education  at  Cutts  Castle,  whilst 
it  had  partaken  of  all  the  embellishments 
of  civilized  life  and  polite  refiaement, 
had  been  in  no  degree  deficient  in  the 
graver  and  infinitely  more  important 
features  of  moral  instruction  and  religi- 
ous knowledge.  Alison  bad  been  brought 
up  amidst  persons,  who,  whatever  might 
be  their  failings,  had  always  set  their 
full  value  on  the  dictates  of  religion,  and 
the  duties  of  morality,  acnidst  persons 
whose  bosoms  were  strangers  to  any 

VOL.  II.  I  particle 
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particle  of  dishonourable  feeling,  and 
who  would  have  lost  their  existence  be- 
fore they  would  have  committed  any 
act  whatever,  incompatible  with  their 
notions  of  rectitude,  and  purity  of  con- 
duct. 

The  rigidity,  not  to  say,  on  some  oc- 
casions, austerity  of  deportment,  pecu- 
liar to  lady  Cutts,  had  had  the  best  pos- 
sible effect  upon  the  volatility  of  Alison; 
and  on  those  occasions  on  which  she  had 
been  compelled  to  preserve  silence,  and 
become  temporarily  sedate,  time  and  op- 
portunity had  been  afforded  her  for  re- 
flection, and  for  the  listening  to,  and  di- 
gesting of,  those  maxims  of  advice,  by 
which  she  had  been  enjoined  to  regulate 
her'conduct,  and  square  her  notions  of 
propriety. 

She  had  not  failed  to  profit  by  these 
repeated  admonitions  of  her  patroness; 
iind  being  blessed  with  great   natural 

goodness 
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goodness  of  heart,  the  seeds  of  virtue 
took  early  and  deep  root  in  her  breast, 
and  co-operating  with  her  strong  talents, 
rendered  her,  what  to  those  who  only 
knew  her  in  her  sportive  moments,  a 
character  of  much  more  reflective  and 
constant  properties  than  she  was  gene- 
rally supposed  to  .be ;  and  she  was,  upon 
the  whole,  well  fitted,  by  her  detestation 
of  every  thing  uiiquitous,  her  love  of 
virtue,  her  reliance  on  the  power  and 
goodness  of  her  Creator,  and  her  deter- 
mination never  to  do  any  thing  incom- 
patible with  the  precepts  of  the  religion 
which  had  been  inculcated  in  her  mind, 
to  resist  with  success  all  efforts  to  draw 
her  from  the  paths  of  rectitude,  and  ren- 
der her  patient  under  every  suffering,  and 
resigned  to  the  will  of  Providence,  under 
every  privation  to  which  she  might  be 
exposed* 

It  was  not  long ,  therefore  before  this 
beautiful  and  persecuted  girl  recovered 

1 2  her 
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tier  serenity  stud  her  presence  (rf  miad, 
'and  shaking  off,  as  far  as  was  possible 
for  one  in  her  situation  so  to  do,  the 
'feelit^gs  of  despondency  and  terror  with 
,  ^vhich  she  was  oppressed,  she  rallied  her 
spirits,  and  calling  to  her  assisU^ice  those 
■doctrines,  in  the  knowledge  of  which 
she  had  been  educated,  fell  on  her  knees, 
and,  in  a  short  but  feirvent  pray^er,  com- 
mended herself  and  her  destiny  to  that 
Power,  without  whose  knowledge  and 
direction  '*  a  single  sparrow  falls  not  to 
the  ground," 

^  Pr^tti  thiis  t^ligious  duty  she  arose 
comforted  and  calm,  and  prepared  to 
undergo,  t^ithout  repining,  whate^'er 
she  might  be  reserved  for,  by  the  inscrut- 
Bble  decrees  of  Him  to  whom  she  bad 
poured  forth  her  griefe  and  supplications. 

Scarcely  had  Alison  regained  her  feet, 
when  she  perceived,  by  a  slight  noise,  in 
Che  iit^civm  of  the  tmp^loor^  tbat  some 

one 
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one  ws^  «f>{iirQQching  it  on  the  outside, 
and  she  was  soon  made  certain  that  such, 
was  the  case ;  for,  in  a  moment  or  two 
afterwards,  the  grating  of  the  bolt  by 
vhieh  it  was  seeiired,  as  it  was  drawn 
back  out  of  its  rujsty  staple,  gave  evi* 
dencp  that  a  visitor  might  be  iirpnp^di- 
ateljr  expected.  The  trap  was  shortly 
after  elevated^  and  Alison  beheld  a  hur 
man  head  thrust  through  the  aperture^ 
the  eyes  of  which  glarqd  horribly  around, 
the  apartment,  md  fixed  themselves 
with  evident  exultation  on  her  qounte*; 
nan^e,  aind  the  featuires.  of  which  she. 
instantly  .recognised,  by  the  rays  of  her 
lamp,  to  be  no  other  than  those  of  hev 
persecutor,  Nicholas  Wharton,  The^ 
sight  of  this  terror-inspiring  man  created 
a  shuddering  over  her  litpbs,  and  she 
was  again  seized  witb  that  sickening 
sensation  which  precedes  a  fainting  fit } 
but  callkig  her  strength  of  mind,  and 
reliance  on  the  ^id  pf  He^ven»  to  hei^ 

m 

help,  she  regained  her  cojcnposura,  ^nd 

1 8  resolved 
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resolved  not  to  give  way  to  umieoessaiy 
ieara 

^  Scarcely  had  she  sufficiently  recovered 
herself  to  abide  with  apparent  compo- 
sure the  presence  of  him  against  whom 
she  felt  instinctive  horror  and  alarm,  be* 
fore  the  miscreant,  lowering  himself  from 
the  opening,  reached  the  stone  flooring 
of  the  dungeon,  carrying  m  bis  hands  a 
lamp,  and  a  small  basket  of  provision, 
from  the  latter  of  which  he  drew  forth 
a  drinking-cupXhom,  curiously  carved, 
and  capable  of  Containing  about  a  pint 
df  fluid,  a  stone  bottle  of  wine,  and  se- 
veral articles  of  provision ;  these  he  ar* 
ranged  on  the  table,  of  which  we  have 
already  taken  notice,  and  turning  him- 
self to  Alison,  who  had  already  removed 
as  far  from  him  as  the  limits  of  thephce 
would  allow  her  to  do,  exckimed— 
"  How  fares  it  with  you,  lovely  damsel? 
you  see  I  come  not  empty-handed  to 
your  presence.** 

Alison^ 
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AIis(m,  assuming  a  calmness  which 
she  did  not  entirely  feel,  made  no  direct 
reply  to  his  question,  but,  with  some 
dignity  of  manner,  said — *'  And  have 
you,  Mr.  Wharton,  descended  from  the 
mnk  you  hold  in  the  worldr  to  become 
the  jailor  of  a  helpless  female  ?** 

^  Say,  rather  to  beccmie  the  guardian 
of  a  precious  gem,  Alison  T 

"  By  what  right;  Mr*  Wharton,  am 
I  detained  here  from  my  patrons  and 
and  my  parents  ?** 

"  By  right  of  my  successful  strata- 
gem ;  and  what  is  greater  still — ^by  that 
brfore  which  all  right  quails  and  flies — 
by  power  which  no  one  can  resist" 

*'  That  you  possess  the  power  to  do 
me  eyil,  Mr.  Wharton,  I  can  doubt  no 
longer;  and  that  your  will  keeps  pace 
with  it,  is  clear  and  obvious ;  but  why 
insult  me,  sir,  with  words  not  fitting  for 
my  ears  to  listen,  nor  for  your  tongue 
toq)eak?" 

*'  Sweet  Alison !  to  one  of  your  age, 

1 4  how 
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bow  cdn  the  laf^guttge  of  k  lover  prove 
offensive?' 

'*  A  loveir,  ^r !  this  cM|ve»9ati(0n  \m 
Already  g<m^  too  fer.** 

*^  So  think  not  ly  nay  ehatnrfer;  sfifid 
futther  it  must  go  hefar^  I  quit  tW 
place." 

"  Nev^r,  V^^ith  ttiy  cons^ftt,  ulr.*^. 

"Then  listen  to  me,  girt.  It  rests 
up6n  youtself  how  long  yotf  chdose  to 
tenant  this  dull  i^oom ;  nd  eartMy  power 
can  rend  you  from  my  grasp— *n6  mor- 
tal !na*i  suspectt  thit  you  are  now  with- 
ih  my  house ^fiof  lives  theire  a  being 
but  myself  ^ho  is  acquainted  with  the 
existence,  ^Uch  less  position,  of  these 
ehamb^rs :  s*y  then,  is  ndt  your  case 
most  desperatei  and  dre  you  not  com- 
pletely in  my  p6wer  ?• 

"  No,  Mr*  Wharton ;  I  am  in  the 
hands  of  Providence,  before  whose  will 
thy.  guilty  power  will  be  of  no  avaij." 

''  Ha,  ha,  ha !  that  we  shall  shortly 

self;  bowheur  tne  out,  and  think  not 

that 
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that  my  purpose  can  be  ah^^  by  thy 
superstitious  oan t   If  wilUpgly  you  shall 
consent  to  reward  the  tiirou]^!^  I  hav^  un« 
dergone  to  gain  youj  wba^ver  \k991t  caa 
wish  shall  then  be  yours.;  if,  ii^  ^epaf^oe 
of  my  love  and  pains,  you  shall  resist, 
my  wiUy  and  taunt  m^  witb  reproi^Qhr 
you  may  lament  at  leisure.    I  noiy  ye^ 
tire,  and  in  two  days  shall  visit  you 
again,  by  whieb  tim^  y^pr  rf  aoluJtipn  to 
aocept  me  must  be  vm^;  till  then,  %ie^ 
well !  and  let  my  words  9ink  deeply  jix 
your  thoughts :  within  thijB  bottle  i$  a» 
good  supply  of  wine;  jthpre  are  jirovi- 
sions  till  I  come  again ;  an4  here  is  oil 
with  which  to  trim  ypur  JaiQp ;  aijid  now>. 
farewell  for  eight-and-forty  houry !  ^l^Uv 
next  we  meet,  it  will  depend  on  your 
ovmdioiee  to  form  your  happiness  or 
misery.    Ag^in,  farewell  I'' 

Whilst  uttering  these  last:  words, .  he 
made  a  sudden  spring  towards  the  open ; 
teap-door,  andicaitehing.boldaf  t^esides 
ofthe  ji{»ectu«e  fkmly  with  hp/i  hands^,. 

1.5'  speedily 
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i^eedily  succeeded  in  drawing  tbe  whole 
of  his  muscular  person  through  it ;.  and 
fooking  down  on  his  victim,  and  once 
more  uttering  the  ominous  wor4s,  "fare- 
well till  next  we  meet !"  in  a  moment' 
after  carefully  cliosed  the  valve  or  ^co- 
verings and' secured- it  by  its.  trusty  bolt 
of  iron;. 

Though  his  words  gave  Iftde •■  Hopes  of 
^  fortunate  termination  to  her  imprison-^ 
ment,  and  conveyed  to  her  heart  serisa* 

-  ■  - 

tions  of  the  keenest  terror-  and  dismfty^ 
Alisoi  felt  considerable  relief  from  hi* 
absence;  and  rejoiced  in  some  degree  that 
she  was  allowed  a  respite  of  eight>and* 
fbrty  bourse. 

# 

In  this.dreary  mterval  of  horrible  anx- 
iety and  comfortless  delay,  she  had  tio 
fesoarce  to  diepend  on. but  the  energies 
ofhet  own  mind,  and  her  firm  and  un- 
filiaken  reliance  on  the  mercies  )and  ptxv 
tection  of- Providence :   on^  these  tbeiv 

she 
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» 

she  leant  for  support  in  this  **  time  o£ 
peril  and  necessity  f  and  never  had  she 
greater  need  than  now  for  heavenly  suc- 
cours— cut  off  from  all  intercourse  with 
the  world — ^immured  many  feet  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  earth — the  place  of  her 
concealment  and  imprisonment  suspect- 
ed by  no  mortal,  save  her  persecutor — 
no  hopes,  no  chance  of  escape  left,  and 
in  the  power  of  one  of  the  most  relent^ 
Ibss  and  inexorable  of  men — what  but 
a.  miracle  oould  avert  the  doom  with 
which  she  had  been  threatened,,  or  ex-- 
tricate  her  from  the  abyss  of  misery  and 
horror  with  which  she  was  encircled? 
All  this^  and  more,  passed  in  her  mind ;, 
but  her  despondency  and  despair  were 
combated' and  put  to  flight  by  her  re- 
liance on  her  God ;  and  it  was  in  the 
midst  of  cogitations  of  this  sort,,  and,  as 
nearly  as  she  could  judge,,  twelve  or 
fourteen  hours  after  the  retreat  of  Nicho- 
las Wharton,,  that  her  attention  was 
^pun  aroused,,  and  the  silence  of  her 

1 6L  dungeon^ 
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dungeon  cBstui^bed,  by  ii  tiotte  in  the  dU 
recticm  of  the  plae^  through  whidi  her 
jailer  had  disappeared ;  she  quicJdy  beaid 
the  bolt  dtawn  baekwafrds ;  and  in  «on- 
siderabte  alarm  lest  hei*  gailty  tormentor 
i^ould  have  t^inmed  before  the  expira- 
tion  of  the  titifie  he  had  himself  ftpp<Miit- 
cd  for  carrying  his  threats  into  execu- 
tion, she  prepared  herself  to  expect  tbe 
worst* 

Her  fears,  however,  -of  a  visit  from 
Nicholas  Wharton  were  quicldy  remov- 
ed;  for  no  sooner  was  the  trap  thrown 
open,  «nd  the  person  by  'whom  her 
aktrai  had  been  caused  descended  into 
the  apartmctft,  tlian  «*ie  perceived  with 
pleasure  it  wag  t)dt  be.  This  second 
visitor  was  completely  wrapped  round 
wit^  a  cloak,.  Which  concealed  the  finea^ 
ttients  of  his  person,  and  was  cpvidently 
adopted  as  a  disguise ;  Ms  face  was  also 
covered  with  a  vizor,  or  niaisk,  df  black 
pajfteboard,  which  rendered  tmy  recog- 
nition 
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nition  of  lii»  features  impossible.  Though 
his  presence  failed  not  to  exeite  terror 
Alison  did  not  behold  htm  with  the  same 
sensations  of  dread  with  wbidi  his  pre- 
cursor bad  inspired  her ;  and  marveling: 
greatly  who  he  might  be,  and  what  were 
the  motives  of  his  visits  she  thus  ad^ 
dressed  him-—**  Comest  thou  as  a  friend 
or  foe  ?  though  I  need  scavcely  ask  such 
question*" 
'^  I  come^  fair  damsel,  as  a  iri^id/' 
'*  You  come  then,  sir,  in  a  time  whe» 
most  your  friendly  services  are  needed.'^ 
*•  You  may  command  me,  lady." 
^  Can  ydu  release  me  from  this  pri«^ 
son  ?" 
^  I  have  flie  ptwer  to  do^  so.?' 
*•  And  will  you  we  it  ?" 
**^  Most  willingly  in  your  bebal£" 
**  Then  let  ue  fly  tihis  place  without 
delay.** 
«  Lady,  that  is  impossible.'^ 
"Why  so?"* 

*  Although  I  Imve  the  power  to  res* 

cue 
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cue  you  from  this  Vile  plao^  I  cannot 
yet  exert  it ;  but  droc^  not,  lady,,  nop 
doubt  my  full  exertions  for  your  safety : 
in  twelve  hours  time  I  will  again  return,, 
and  you  shall  then  quit  this  mansicHi." 

''  I  fear^  before  that  time  will  be  elap- 
sed, I  shall*  be  exposed  to  fresh  insults 
from  my  jailer,  Mr.  Whartan.** 

**  Fear  not,,  lady ;  .before  the  period  of. 
his  next  visit,  you  shall  be  fully  rescued, 
from  his  clutches,  and  Restored  to  liberty, 
and  to  your  friends." 

'^  Most  heartily  I  thank  you  for  thia 
good  deed,,  sir  stranger,  and  shall  impa- 
tiently await  the  fulfilment  of  your  pro- 
mise." 

**  I  win  not  fail  j{ou  .-.but  yaw  must 
need  refreshment,  and  I  perceive  the 
misci^nt  master  of  this  house  has  not 
been,  inattentive  to  your,  watits*  This 
cup  of  wine  will  cheer  your  spirits  with, 
its  generoul^  juices, and  give  you^strength 
to  bear  your  hapless  fate."  So  saying; 
he  pretended,  to  examine,  the  contents 

of. 
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ef  the  basket  of  provision  which  Nicho- 
las Wharton  had  brought  with  him  to 
the  dungeon,  and  dexterously,  and  with* 
out  being  observed  by  Alison^  substi-* 
tuted,  fbrthe  small  flask  of  wine  which 
had  been  originally  placed  in  it,,  anotheit 
which  he  had  brought  with  him;  he 
then  drew  forth  this  kttes  from  the  bas- 
ket, together  with,  a  eup,  and  pouring 
it  forth,  presented  it  to  Alison^,  saying  at 
the  same  time — *^  Drink  thi^  fair  maid* 
en — it  will  recruit  exhausted  strength; 
and  nevev  doubt  but  at  the  appointed 
time  I  will  again  seturn,  and  render 
your  escape  complete  and  certain  J' 

Al£s«;i,  whose  spirits  and'  limbs  were 
both  in  a  state  of  exhaustion,  received 
the  cup  from  the  hands  of  the  stranger,; 
and  applying  it  to  her  lips^  but  not.  be- 
fore she  had  made  a  suitaUe  acknow^ 
ledgment  for  his  offiiriag^.  drank,  about 
one-half  of  its  contents,  from  which  she; 
expefienced  considerable  refreshment. 

The 
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The  sthu^er,  during  the  time  of  h^ 
drinking,  eyed  her  with  the  most  in-^ 
quisitive  and  8iixiou$  gknees^  and  in-t 
vited  her  tevecal  times  to  a  renewal  of 
her  draught ;  but  she  declined  immedi-* 
ate  compliance^  and  it  was  not  till  he 
had  entreated  her,  with. more  earnestness 
than  tlie  demand  appeared  to  her  to  me^ 
rit,  that  she  gratified  his  wishes  for  .ha; 
to  drain  the  cup,  and  applying  it  once 
Hiore  to  her  lips^  left  him  nothing  fur-r 
ther  to  entreat.  Tiie  strange  no  sooner 
beheld  the  empty  cup,  tiian  he  exulted 
within  himself,  thou^  his  mask  effec* 
tually  concealed  the  elfects  it  ocoasioned 
on  his  countenance,^ — *'  Maiden,"  said: 
be,  ^  I  must  for  the  present  defjart;  but 
it  will  only  be  to  prepare  the  seoessary 
arrangements  for  your  escape ;  compose 
yourself,vtiIl  my  return,  to  rest  and  sleep» 
seeuce  fnom  danger;  now  your  imprisjcxi- 
ment  is  known  to  me,  it  shall  be  but  of 
short  duration.  Till  my  return,  &rewelir  ^ 
^*  Stranger^  faseweilJ  to.  your,  asset* 

ance 
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ance  I  now  look  fSnrward  with  seeurity, 
and  pay'  the  slender  tribute  ofrnjikmnka, 
which  is,  alas- !  the  only  recompenee 
which  )l  csax  ofibr  Ibr  your  goodness.** 

The  stranger,  whom  oor  readers  have 
no  doubt  already  discovered  to*  be  the 
priest,  then  gained  the  aperture  in  the 
noof  by  means  of  a  sitoall  ladder  of  ropes, 
by  which  he  had  descended,  and  draw^ 
ing  it  up  after  him,  bowed  his  head  to 
the  unfortimate  captive,  and  instantly 
closing  the  trap,  disappeared  from  hcF 
view. 

Alison,  whos^  situation  before  the  ar- 
rival of  this  second  visitant  had,  to  her 
mind,  appeared  almost  desperate,  and 
incapable  of  remedy,  exulted  in  the  near 
prospect  of  her  escape ;  the  transit  of  the 
intermediate  hours  which  brought  her 
nearer  to  the  crisis  of  her  fate,  and  which» 
before  his  arrival,  seemed  to  fly  on  swaU 
lows'    wings^   appeared  now  to  move 

most 
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most  tardily  and  snmUike :  she  forgot 
not  to  return  thanks  to  Providence  for 
the  succour  afforded ;  and  after  pouring 
forth  her  soul  in  thanksgiving,  laid  her- 
self on  her  couch,  and,  in  the  tranquil 
sleep  of  innocence,  forgot  a  while  her  pe- 
rils and  her  cares. 

In  such  slumber  we  will  for  a  time 
leave  her,  and  with  the  observation,  that 
the  termination  of  her  repose  will  be 
quickly  followed  with  busy  scenes  of 
blood  and  retribution*,  dose  this  chapter. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 


»i»^»»#'^»#i»^»#^»*«»»^ 


A  load  of  care  weighs  down  my  drooping  heart. 

Phillips. 

This  history  must  now  go  back  to  the 
period  at  which,  on  the  &tal  night  de* 
voted  to  treachery  and  murder,  the  ill- 
starred  strange,  who  was  overtaken  at 
the  Murderar*s  Hole  by  Spadrone,  cap- 
tain Haoeo,  and  their  assodate-partners 
in  delinquency  and  blood,  fell  beneath 
the  stroke  aimed  at  his  head  by  one  of 
the  ruffians. 

This  stranger,  strange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, was  no  other  person  than  Reginald 
Cutts,  for  the  murder  of  whom  the  fa- 
mily of  the  Quartermines  was  executed,. 
as  we  have  seen,  and  afterwards  gibbet- 
ted,  in  terrorem  of  similar  offences,,  on 

Foxglove 
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Foxglove  Heath.  Those  people,  how- 
ever, whatever  might  have  been  their 
turpitude,  and  their  criminality  on  other 
occasions,  were  kinocent  o9  the  crime 
for  which  they  suffered,  and  of  which 
so  few  persons  had  entertained  any 
doubts  of  their  being  guilty.  TVue  it 
is,  that  the  evidence  against  them  was 
strong,  and,  in  the  opiDkn?  of  Uais  mai^ 
jority,  condiasive ;  and  that  it  yfm  oon^ 
firmed  by  the  conftssicHii^  in  the  lust 
hour  of  his  existenGe^  c^f  Gika  Qoartos 
mine;  butitwUl  be  remembcre^'^^hat 
strong  aflt  the  eyidence  t^ain^t  these 
wretched  people  appeared  to  be,  they 
were  convicted  on  the  testuaofpny  of  cir- 
cumstances alone ;  and  that  the  eoQ&ih 
sion  of  one  of  them  seemed  rather  in- 
fiueneed  by  insanity,  and  th^  exe6^  of 
terror,  than  elicited  spontaneously  by 
contrition^  or  the  worlungs  of  r^peiiit-^ 
ance,  and  the  debt  due  to  $oei{ety» 

When  tise  blow  of  die  miffian's  whip 

deprived 
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Reginald  Cutts  of  hiB  senses, 
he  was,  by  Spadrone,  and  the  rest  of  the 
gang,  seoured  with  oords  whilst  in  a 
state  of  examination,  and  fastened  on  the 
sadiUe  of  ooe  of  the  villains'  horses,  and 
in  thb  manner  carried  across  the  country. 
Though  Spadrone  and  captain  Hacoo  had 
&ithfiilly  promised  Mr.  Wharton  that 
the  death  of  his  ex*steward  should  be 
by  them  accomplished  without  delay, 
yet  it  had  occurred  to  the  fertile  brain 
of  Spadrone,  that  it  would  be  more  to 
the  advantage  of  himaelf  and  his  associ* 
ates  to  let  the  steward  live,  but  to  get 
possession  of  him,  and  keep  him  in  bon- 
dage, till  such  time  as  they  filiould  judge 
it  expedient  to  give  notice  that  be  was 
yet  alive,  or  deem  it  more  to  their  in- 
terests actually  to  destroy,  him. 

Spedvone,  in  the  woikIs  which  had 
&Ben  from  Mr.  Wharton  on  the  night 
on  wbvdi  the  murder  of  his  brother  had 
been  planned*  bad  diseo'vered  sufficient 

to 
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to  convince  himself,  and  he  very  shortly 
after,  as  we  have  already  seen,  succeed- 
ed in  convincing  Hacco,  that  the  stew- 
ard, whose  life  tHey  were  dispatched  to 
take,  was  in  possession  of  some  secret, 
the  divulgement  of  which  would  crush 
their  employer ;  and  of  which,  if  they, 
through  the  steward's  betraying  his  mas- 
ter, could  get  possession,  and  induce  its 
possessor  to  act  according  to  their  com- 
mands and  directions,  and  the  dictates 
of  vengeance,  with  which,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  they  took  it  for  granted  his 
breast  would  be  inspired  against  their 
patron,  they  foresaw  that  the  business 
on  which  they  were  going  would  re- 
dound much  more  to  their  profit,  than 
if  they  acted  faithfully  by  their  employ- 
er, and  fulfilled  his  wishes. 

By  some  means  or  othei^  which  are 
not  necessary  to  be  accurately  detailed, 
Mr.  Wharton   had  in  his  power  the 
safety  and  existence  of  both  his .  satel- 
lites; 
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lites ;  and  he  had,  on  more  than  one  oc- 
casion, given  them  both  to  know  that  he 
was  resolved  to  make  them,  on  that  ac- 
count, subser\dent  to  his  will  and  direc- 
tions ;  and  that  if  they  wished  to  pre- 
serve their  necks  from  the  halter  of  jus- 
tice, it  must  be  by  an  unqualified  obe- 
dience to  his  commands.  They,  on  their 
parts,  were  also  fully  acquainted  with 
several  particulars  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Wharton,  which  they  were  well  aware 
would,  if  disclosed,  render  him  amenable 
to  the  violated  laws  of  bis  country,  and 
rid  them  of  a  master  whose  sway  over 
their  freedom  of  action  was  becoming 
daily  and  hourly  more  tyrannical  and 
irksome ;  but  they  also  knew  that  their 
own  lives  were  so  linked  with  his,  that 
what  would  afifect  the  one  would  affect 
the  others ;  and  that  their  own  charac- 
ters were  not  sufficiently  free  from  sus- 
picion, or  sufficiently  respectable,  to  be 
admitted  as  witnesses  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice against  a  man  of  the  rank  o£  Mr. 

Wharton, 
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WhartoDj  who  wa$  coosidened  by  tbe 
world,  and  by  those  to  whom  his  iniquities 
were  not  known,  as  a  niwi  of  reputation 
and  honour,  or,  at  all  events,  as  a  man  in- 
capable of  having  committed  the  atrod- 
ties  which  such  persons  as  they  were, 
unsupported  by  more  respectable  testi- 
mony, might  oharge  htm  with  having 
perpetrated.  They  therefore  judged  that 
it  would  be  much  more  to  their  interest 
to  spare  the  ,Ufe  of  Walter  Wharton— 
keep  him  in  their  own  safe  custody-- 
delude  their  employer  with  a  tialse  ac- 
count of  his  murder,  and  bring  him 
forward,  or  rather  threaten  so  to  do,  at 
such  fiitnre  peiood  ds  th^  shquld  deem 
fitting.  This  then  it  was  that  preserved 
the  life  of  Mr:  Cutts,  and  which  led  to 
circumstances  totally  unaKpeoted  by  any 
of  tbe  guilty  parties,  and  with  a  detail 
of  whidi  the  sequel  of  this  naixative  will 
be  filled. 

After  having  secured  t^eir  vifitini» 
.    .  they 
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they  set  spurs  to  their  horses'  sides,  and 
made  them  gallop  across  the  heath  as 
quickly  as  they  could ;  nor  did  they  relax 
tlieir  speed,  excepting  at  such  times  as 
were  necessary  to  breathe  their  panting 
steeds,  until  they  had  traversed  many 
miles  of  country,  and  laid  aside  all  fears 
of  the  deed  they  had  committed  being 
defected. 

.  About  half-an-hour  before  daybreak, 
the  whole  party  found  themselves  at  the 
entrance  of  a  thick  wood,  through  which, 
without  a  previous  acquaintance  with 
its  topography,  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  have  passed;  a  complete 
knowledge,  however,  of  its  winding  pas- 
sages was  possessed  by  captain  Hacco, 
who  accordingly  commanding  the  whole 
party  to  halt,  placed  himself  at  their 
head,  and  dismounting  from  his  jaded- 
steed,  began,  as  well  as  the  darkness 
would  permit,  to  explore  the  entrance 
into  the  gloomy  precincts  of  the  cover. 
VOL.  II.  K  The 
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The  only  path,  if  such  it  could  be 
called,  which  led  into  the  recesses  of  the 
wood,  was  one  which  was  formed  by  a 
narrow  stream  of  water,  which  wound 
in  many  a  circling  maze  between  the 
thick  brushwood  and  briars,  which  on 
all  sides  fringed  its  narrow  banks ; 
through  this  uncomfortable  track  the 
whole  party  followed  their  villainous 
leader,  wading  knee-deep,  and  leading 
their  horses  after  them,  through  mud, 
slime,  water,  and  flags;  and  after  pro- 
ceeding in  this  mann^  nearly  three 
hundred  yards,  arrived  at  a  large  open 
space  in  the  middle  of  the  silvan  retreat, 
in  the  centre  of  which,  a  most  miserable 
and  ill-omened  hovel  reared  its  dilapi- 
dated  and  ivy-covered  walls,  and  into 
which  the  ruffian  band,  without  delay, 
conveyed  the  burthen  with  which  the 
hcH^e  of  one  of  them  was 'laden. 

This  miserable  hut  was  unprovided 
with  either  door  or  windows;  two  aper- 
tures 
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tui^  it  certainly  had,  by  which  an  en- 
trance was  to  be  gained,  and  by  which 
light  was  admitted)  but  neither  of 
them  were  provided  with  any  defence 
or  barriers  by  which  the  weather  might 
be  excluded,  or  the  approach  of  unwel- 
canie  visitors  repelled ;  it  contained  but 
one  wretched  apartment,  totally  without 
furniture  of  any  kind ;  and  the  only  ac- 
commodation which  it  afforded  to  the 
still-senseless  form  of  Reginald  Cutts 
consisted  in  a  heap  of  drl^d  fern,  placed 
in  one  corner,  and  on  which  his  inani- 
mate limbs  were  without  delay  deposit- 
ed, whilst  one  of  the  band  went  out  of 
the  hut  to  procure  some  water,  with 
which  to  sprinkle  his  face,  and  restore 
him  to  animation  and  his  senses. 

By  the  time  they  had  entered  the 
hovel,  and  deposited  their  charge  in  the 
manner  we  have  described,  the  shadows 
of  night  were  flying  &st  away  before  the 
glcHies  of  the  rising  sun,  and  the  rosy* 

£  2  fingered 
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fingered  harbinger  of  day  was  beginning 
to  streak  the  grey  clouds  of  the  morning 
with  the  golden  stripes  which  precede 
the  arrival  of  Phoebus ;  in  a  short  space 
afterwards,  the  darkness  was  entirely 
dissipated,  and  the  bright  luminary  of 
the  creation  rode  in  triumphant  splen- 
dour along  the  blazing  firmament  of 
heaven,  and  warned  those  whose  deeds 
were  incompatible  with  the  presence  of 
daylight,  and  shunned  the  lustre  of  his 
scorchingbeams,  tokeep  close,  till  the  hour 
friendly  to  depredation,  and  the  work- 
ings  of  iniquity,  should  be  again  returned. 

Spadrone  and  his  associates  were  too 
well  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  deed 
they  were  about,  not  to  be  perfectly  sen- 
sible that  their  security  from  detection 
and  punishment  consisted  in  their  re- 
maining hidden  with  their  prisoner  till 
night  shoilld  once  more  cover  them  with 
its  welcome  mantle,  and  shield  them 
fiom  the  eyes  of  the  curious  and  vigilant, 

and 
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and  they  therefore  resolved,  without 
hesitation,  to  remain  where  they  were 
for  some  hours,  and  resume  their  jour- 
ney, as  soon  as  they  should  judge  it  suf- 
ficiently consistent  with  safety  so  to  do. 

Meanwhile,  Reginald  Cutts,  the 
wretched  victim  of  their  atrocity,  began 
slowly  to  recover  from  the  stupor  into 
which  he  had  been  thrown  by  the  blow 
of  the  whip  of  the  ruffian  who  had  inter- 
posed to  prevent  his  escape  when  he 
was  first  assailed;  and  the  first  sensa- 
tions he  experienced  were  a  dimness  of 
vision,  and  a  most  racking  and  torturing 
pain  across  the  head  and  brows,  together 
with  an  intense  thirst,  and  feverish  burn- 
ing of  the  throat  and  limbs.  It  was 
some  time  before  he  sufficiently  recover- 
ed his  senses  to  perceive  into  what  hands 
he  had  fallen,  and  to  recall  to  his  me- 
mory the  dialogue  which  had  taken 
place  between  himself  and  the  stranger, 
immediately  previous  to  the    forcible 

K  S  capture 
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capture  and  attack  by  which  he  had 
been  overpowered.  He  was  not  long, 
however,  in  discovering  that  he  was 
completely  in  the  power,  and  at  the  disr 
posaU  of  a  set  of  wretches  the  most  aban- 
doned  and  blood-thirsty,  and  that  it 
would  be  to  no  purpose  to  attempt  an 
escape  from  their  fangs  by  open  force; 
he  saw  too  that  his  legs  were  fastly 
bound  with  cords^  which  cut  him  to  the 
very  bone,  and  that  though  his  hand$ 
were  left  at  liberty,  it  was  very  plain 
they  had  not  been  so  during  the  whole 
continuance  of  his  being  deprived  of  his 
sensations.  In  vain  he  revolved  in  his 
mind  what  could  be  the  motives  by 
which  the  miscreants,  by  whom  he  saw 
himself  surrounded,  could  have  been  bks 
tuated  to  make  him  the  victim  of  thdt 
treachery ;  and  vainly  did  he  conjecture 
what  could  have  induced  tbem  to  spare 
his  life,  and  give  themselves  the  trouble 
of  carrying  him  about  with  them  as  a 
prisoner. 

He 
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He  dould  by  no  means  solve  the  my&* 
tey  by  which  he  seemed  to  be  suiround** 
cd.    Was  the  money  with  which  he 
bad  provided  himsdf  to  work  upon  the 
cupidity  of  Walter  Wharton,  and  be- 
nefit the  parents  of  her  he  loved,  the 
object  which  had  led  to  the  thraldom 
in  whieh  he  found  himself?     Most  pro^ 
baUy  it  was;  but  wherefore  had   his 
life  been  spared,  and  his  liberty  assailed  ? 
that  was  a  question  of  much  more  diffi- 
cult solution;   perhaps  the  freebooters 
were  aoquidnted  with  hk  opulence  and 
rank,  and  would 'exact  from  his  parents 
a  large  ransom  fat  his  restoration  to  the 
loof  of  his  ancestors;  perhaps  he  had 
only  been  brought  to  the  place  in  which 
he  then  found  himself  to  be,  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  being  butchered  with  more  pri« 
vacy,  and  less  fears  of  the  detection  of 
the  Uoody  deed-*«-horrible   suggestion 
of  his  efforts  at  a  solution  of  what  he 
experienced!     All  these  ideas    passed 
with  the  rapidity  of  thought  through 

K  4  his 
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his  brain,  and  increased  tenfold  the  ago- 
ny which  he  underwent  from  his  corpo- 
real sufFerings ;  he  reflected  too  on  the 
anxiety  and  pain  to  which  his  respected 
parents  would  be  exposed,  from  his  un- 
accountable absence,  and  the  feelings 
with  which  his  sudden  and  disastrous 
remoyal  from  the  castle  would  fill  the 
breast  of  his  lovely  mistress^  his  Alison, 
the  idol  of  his  heart,  the  goddess  of  bis 
imagination  and  idcdatry. 

Worked  up  almost  to  madness  by  all 
these  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  resolv- 
ing to  come,  as  quickly  as  possible,  to 
some  explanation  with  those  by  whom 
be  was  reduced  to  the  situation  in  which 
he  felt  himself,  and  which  he  so  de^ly 
deplored,  he  endeavoured  to  raise  him- 
self upcm  his  couchi  of  fern,  and  turn  to* 
wards  the  villains  by  whom  he  was 
guarded,  and  see  if  soft  words,  fair 
speeches,  promises  of  reward,  and  of  bu- 
rying  what  had    passed   iu   oUivion, 

would 
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would  prevail  on  them  to  restore  him  to 
liberty 5  and  suffer  him  to  return  to  the 
plaoe  from  whence  he  had  been  forced^ 
when  his  intentions  were  for  a  short 
time  suspended,  by  hearing  the  follow- 
ing words,  uttered  by  two  persons  who 
were,  besides  himself,  the  only  persons 
then  left  in  the  hovel. 

"  Our  prisoner  is  not  recovered  from- 
the  blow  with  which  Bolton  greeted 
his  sculK" 

"  Faith,  not  he!  the  blows  of  Bolton 
fell  full  hard  and  heavy." 

"  I  fear  the  trouble  we  have  taken 
will  be  to  no  purpose,  and  that,  in  spite 
of  our  teeth,  that  heavy  whip  will  force 
us  to  be  faithful  to  our  old  employer." 

"  Never  fear,  man !  the  fellow  wiU^ 
soon  recover  his  senses — ^look,  look,*  Spa- 
drone  !  he  already  begins  to  move." 

"  That's  well;  let  us  question  him, 
and  see  whether  our  foresight  has  stood 
us  in  good  stead  or  not,  captain/' 

k5>  With: 
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With  these  words,  Spadrone  and  cap- 
tain Hacco  (for  they  were  the  spea1c«*s) 
approached  the  heap  of  fern  on  which 
Heginald  Cutts  lay  stretched,  supporting 
his  aching  head  upon  hi$  hand,  and 
turning  towards  them  his  face,  livid 
with  the  force  of  the  blow  he  had  receiv- 
ed, and  smeared  with  the  blood  and  gore 
which  had  trickled  from  the  wound  on 
his  forehead. 

The  darkness  of  the  place  in  Which 
they  were  (though  it  was  broad  day- 
light in  the  open  air),  and  the  swollen 
countenance  of  Reginald  Cutis,  co-ope- 
rating with  the  hot^seman^s  cloak  in 
which  he  was  enveloped,  efleclually 
disguised  his  person,  and  prevented  the 
interested  parties  from  perceiving,  fronv 
his  youthful  look  and  rich  vestments, 
that  they  had  mistaken  their  man,  and 
captured  a  person  totally  different  from 
him  against  whom  their  enterprise  had 
been  planned  and  carried  into  execution ; 

still 
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s6H  therefore  in  their  original  error,  they 
ai^roached  dotely  to  his  side,  and  ad- 
dressed him  in  the  following  manner  :-— 

**So  ho,  sir!  rider  by  moonlight,  you 
are  at  length  recovered  from  the  foily  of 
attempting  flight  and  resistance.** 

"  How  find  ye  yourself,  firiend  ho- 
nesty? do  ye  not  find  yourself  vastly 
refreshed  with  your  long  hap,  man? 
E^^!  whilst  you  slumbered,  we  and 
oar  friends  had  enough  to  do  to  provide 
for  your  acoonimodation,  and  bring  you 
to  your  present  quarters.*^ 

^*  Gentlemen,*'  r^li^  Keginald,  **  1 
am  completely  in  your  power,  and  me- 
tiiinks  it  is  a  poor  triumph  over  my  mis- 
fortunes to  taunt  and  jeer  your  captive 
with  what  he  cannot  escape  from." 

^Umph!  well  said,  and  like  a  man. 
Hacco,  this  is  no  time  for  jesting ;  'tis 
time  we  sound  our  prisoner,  and  see  if 
he  be  willing  hereafter  to  become  subseri- 
vient  to  our  interests.? 

u  wdl,  as  you  wilL~prooeed  ttien,^ 

K  6L  "Friend, 
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**  Friend,  for  such  you  may  becotne  if 
you  are  willifig,  is  not  your  naode  Wal- 
ter Wharton  ?" 

"  Walter  Wharton !'  you  surely  jest, 
gentlemen ;  my  name  is  Cutts." 

"  Cutts !  say  quickly,  were  ye  not 
steward  tf>  Nicholas  Wharton,  of  Whar- 
ton House  ?** 

«  NevejR." 

*'  Confusion!  fellow,  think  not  to 
mock  us  by  a  false  reply ;  say  quickly, 
and  say  truly,,  who  and  what  ye  are,  or, 
by  this  trusty  blade,  I  cleave  thy  head 
and  thy  false  tongue  in  twain  T 

With  these  words*  Spadrone  drew 
forth  his  rapier,  and  in  breathless  expec- 
tation awaited  the  reply  of  his  victim, 
whose  natural  courage,  and  ready  pre- 
sence of  mind,  failed  not  to  support  bim, 
and  instantaneously  to  shew  to  him  that 
he  had  all  along  been  misDaken  for  ano- 
ther person,  and  that  such  mistake  was 
the  key  which  unlocked  the  riddle  of  the 

r  i  situation 
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situation  in  which  he  now  fbuttd  him^ 
self. 

Though  this  discoveiy  was  a  very 
welcome  one  to  Reginald,  yet  he  had 
quite  enough  knowledge  of  the  diarac" 
ters  of  the  people  into  whose  clutchea 
he  had  fallen  to  wish  himself  a. hundred 
miles  fpom  theis  presence,  and  well  out 
of  his  present  adventupe,  and  he  failed 
not  forthwith  to^  reply  to  the  qujestion 
of  Spadrone  with  as  nmch  celerity  as^he 
eould  command.*— ^  Gentlemen,  I  am# 
as  I  said  before,  completely  in  youi^ 
power,  and  it  of  course  lies  with  you  to 
treat  me  exactly  in  the  manner  you  may 
judge  best  suited  to  your  own  purposes ; 
but  I  scorn. to  make  use  of  any  ftlseliood 
to  escape  from  you;  It  is  clear  enough 
to  me  that  you  have  mistaken,  me  fov 
another  person — by  what  means ^ust  be 
best  known  to.  yourselves^  My  nanje 
is,  as  I  have  already  told  you,.  Cutts — 
Reginald  Cutts^  ofCuUs  Castle,  son  of 

sir 
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released ;  but  now  it  cannot  be.  Captain; 
farewell !  you  soon  shall  hear  from  me. 
I  must  ^et  back  as  quickly  as  I  can  to 
Thrapston,  and  recoimoitre:  it  strikes 
me  I  can  yet  set  matters  right — mean- 
while, farewell !? 

With  these  words  he  left  the  building; 
and  was>in  a  few  moments  seated  on  his 
horse,,  and  on  his  road  to  Wharton 
House.  It  cost  him  full  five  hours  of 
hard  riding  before  he  reached  the  vicini<' 
ty  of  the  seat  of  his  patron  and  employ- 
er, and  his  first  step,  on  so  doings  was  to 
leave  his  horse  on  the  outside  of  the 
park,,  and  clamber  over  the  paling,  and 
see  what  was  doing. at  the^ abode  of  the 
ex-steward. 

This  feat  he.  easily  accomplished,  and 
gained  the  late  residenceof  Walter  Whar- 
ton,, without  being  perceived  by  any 
person,  and  was  framing  in  his  mind  in 
what,  manner  he.  should  proceed,  when 

he^ 
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he  percdived  a  rustic  boor  approacbitig 
him  from  the  house,  and'  rejoicing  that 
chance  had  sent  so  fit  a  person  from 
whom  to  elicit  what  he  came  in  search 
of^  without  delay  addressed  liim  with— 
**  Gkx)d-morrow,  friend !  your  name,  I 
think,  is *' 

•'  Roger  Gilks,  your  honour,'*  replied 
the  boor,  with  a  low  inclination  of  his 
head,  and  highly  flattered  at  being  no- 
ticed by  a  person  apparently  so  much 
his  superior. 

"  Right,  friend ;  you  live  with  Mr. 
Walter  Wharton,  at  the  Lodge,  I  be- 
lieve  ?'* 

"  I  did  Uve  with  Mr.  Walter  Whar- 
ton,  sir,  but  yesterday;  but  I  fear  I 
must  look  out  for  another  service." 

^  How  so,  friend? — has  be  discharged 
you?" 

*^  No,  3rour  honour ;  but  he  directed 
me  to  go  to  Thrapston  last  ni^t,  and 
wait  {or  him  at  the  Flask,  which  I  ac^ 
cordingly  did,  for  seyeral  hours,  and  till 

it 
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it  was  so  late  I  begaii  to  think  he  woiild 
not  meet  me  there;  I  therefore  rode 
hack  to  the  Lodge,  and  when  I  came 
here,  I  found  the  plaoe  shut  up,  and  it 
was  some  time  before  I  could  gain  ad* 
ttiittanee,  which,  when  I  did,  I  found 
that  both  Mr.  Walter  and  his  wife  were 
gon^  and  that  not  a  living  soul  was  left 
in  the  house*' 
^  How  know  ye  they  were  gone  ?" 
^'  Because,  when  I  got  into  the  stable, 
I  found  the  two  horses  were  gone ;  and 
when  I  came  to  examine  the  house,  I 
perceived'  that  they  had  been  ^  packing 
up  and  removing  every  article  of  value," 
Do  yoii  expect  them  back  again  ?" 
Not  I,  your  honour.  I  learnt  this 
morning,  that  yesterday  tlie  steward  had 
a  great  quarrel  with  his  brother,  Mr. 
Nicholas  Wharton,  and  that  he  bad 
turned  him  out  of  his  place;  and  I  di- 
rectly went  over  to  master  Boswortb, 
his  father4n-lawy  and  he  informed  me 
that  I  must  not  expect  to  see  my  master 

again, 


It 
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again,  as  he  had  called  at  his  house  last 
night,  and  told  him  he  was  going  to  fly 
the  country,  and  that  he  should  never 
again  return  to  his  old  abode." 

This  was  most  grateful  inteUigenee 
to  Spadrone,  and  he  fidled  hot  to  rejoice 
most  heartily  at  it :  he  instantly  reserved, 
in  his  fertile  brain,  to  acquaint  his.  ein- 
ployer,  that  the  object  of  his  aver^n 
and  resentment  was  disposed  of  according 
to  his  wisheSi  and  to  frame  a  plausible, 
and,  if  necessary,  a  circumstantial,  ac** 
count  of  his  destruction  and  death ;  and 
turning  to  the  person  fiom  whom  be  had 
receiTed  the  'intelligaice  of  the  flight  of 
the  steward  from  the  Lodge—"  Friend,*' 
said  he,  **  have  you  acquainted  Mn 
Nicholas  Wharton  with  this  strange  ab* 
sence  and  behaviour  of  his  steward  ?'' 

•*  Ko,  your  honour,  not  yet ;  but  I 
am  going  up  to  the  great  house  presently 
about  it'* 

'*  Do  so,  Mend,  it  will  be  proper  so 
to  do ;  in  the  mean  time  I  am  going  to 

Mr- 
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Mr.  Wharton,  and  will  ii^form  hiift  of 
the  business  on  wliich  you  are  coming. 
Gk)od-morrow  to  you  !'* 

**  The  same  to  your  honour/'  replied 
the  hind ;  and  Spadrone,  quitting  him 
without  saying  any  thing  further,  re^ 
gained  the  paling,  oVer  which  he  sprung 
With  ease,  and  remounting  his  horse, 
which  he  had  left  waiting  for  him,  rode 
round  to  the  prkicipal  entrance  of  the 
park,  and  soon  reached  the  house,  and 
had  the  interview  with  its  rascally  mas- 
ter which  we  have  already  described, 
and  which  was  soon  after  succeeded  by 
the  arrival  of  Gilks,  with  whose  recep- 
tion and  dismissal  the  reader  is  also  fully 
acqusdnted. 

Spadrone  rejoiced  greatly  at  the  suo 
cessful  issue  of  what,  owing  to  hia  inad- 
vertence and  precipitation,  bad  at  first 
sight  worn  the  appearance  of  a  very  dis- 
astrous and  irremediable  catastrophe  to 
his  undertaking ;  and  having  come  to 

the 
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the  resolution,  that  for  some  time,  at 
least,  the  person  of  Reginald  Cutts 
should  remain  in  safe  keeping,  in  the 
hands  of  his  associates  and  himself,  and 
being  pretty  easy  about  the  certainty 
that  the  ex-steward  would  no  more  re- 
turn— "  For,"  reasoned  he,  **  I  have  lit- 
tle doubt  but  he  has  gone  ofF  full-hand- 
ed, in  despite  of  what  his  brother  in- 
formed us  last  night ;  and  doubtless  he 
is  too  well  att][uainted  with  his  old  mas- 
ter's temper  to  trust  himself,  under  his 
present  circumstances,  in  this  neighbour* 
hood;  and  if  he  should,  why,  it  will 
then  be  time  enough  to  consider  what 
course  to  take  with  the  fool ;  and  it  is 
in  vain  repining  at  what  can  no  longer 
be  helped — time  enough  when  he  does 
come  back,  if  he  should  be  weak  enough 
so  to  do,  to  devise  some  fresh  lie  to  ca- 
jole his  brother;  meanwhile,  I  must 
write  to  my  friend,  the  captain,  who, 
doubtless,  will  be  eager  to  learn  the  re- 
sults of  my  errand :"  and  he  did   so, 

without 
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without  delay,  in  the  following  epistle^ 
which  in  due  time  reached  the  place  of 
its  destination,  though  not  with  the 
same  celerity  as  is  attendant  on  letters 
of  modem  days. 


**  CAPTAIN, 

"  I  have  redeemed  my  cursed 
mistake :  fortune  has  been  favourable  to 
us.  The  bird  of  which  we  were  in  quest 
is  flown,  and  means  not  to  return.  I 
have  devised,  and  gulled  our  good  friend 
with  a  crafty  story  of  mine  own  inven- 
tion, which  he,  nothing  misdoubting, 
has  repaid  with  many  weighty  pieces, 
of  which,  when  you  return,  you  shall 
receive  your  share.  All  goes  well  as 
yet.  Keep  dose  the  party  whom  chance 
delivered  to  us,  and  let  escape  be  im* 
possible  till  you  see  me ;  till  then,  health 
and  success  to  you  ! 

^'  Your  old  companion  in  arms, 

«  Yqu  know  who,** 

The 


THE  WIZARD  PRIEST.  215 

The  person  to  wliom  the  elegant  bil- 
let  was  directed,  remained  hid  with  his 
companions,  and  their  prisoner  Reginald, 
during  the  whole  of  the  day,  in  theii' 
retreat  in  the  wood,  and  no  one  ever 
suiEipected  that  such  a  gang  of  villains 
was  nested  in  the  wretched  cabin  which 
they  had  selected  for  their  shelter,  and 
with  the  existence  of  which,  few  persons, 
if  any,  were  acquainted  besides  them- 
selves. During  the  whole  time  of  their 
scgourn  in  this  squalid  receptacle  of  vice 
and  mischief,  they  suffered  their  charge 
to  remain  unmolested  by  interrogatory 
or  invective ;  and  he,  on  his  part,  after 
several  ineffectual  attempts  to  prevail  on 
tliem  to  suffer  him  to  depart,  and  return 
to  his  parents,  finding  that  all  he  could 
urge  to  them  was  unproductive  of  any 
beneficial  result,  forbore  to  urge  them 
further,  and  a  total  silence  succeeded  his 
endeavours  to  move  their  minds  in  his 
favour. 


In 
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In  the  course  of  the  day  he  was  fur- 
nished with  refreshments;  and  at  the 
approach  of  evening,  the  horses  of  the 
whole  party  were  got  ready  to  resume 
their  journey,  which,  as  soon  as  the  first 
shiidows  of  night  enveloped  the  face  of 
nature,  they  without  delay  recommen- 
ced, and  proceeded  with  the  utmost  si- 
lence and  caution  across  a  track  of  coun- 
try with  which  Reginald  Cutts  was  to- 
tally unacquainted,  and  with  wliich, 
if  he  had  been  acquainted,  it  would 
in  no  degree  have  assisted  to  forward 
his  escape  from  the  thraldom  into  which 
be  had  fallen.  He  was,  during  the 
whole  course  of  this  most  unpleasant 
journey,  so  securely  fastened  on  horse- 
back, behind  one  of  the  ruffians,  that  all 
prospect  of  getting  away,  either  by  stra- 
tagem or  force,  was  completely  hopeless, 
and  he  was  constrained  perforce  to  make 
the  best  of  his  disagreeable  situation, 
and  be  as  contented  as  possible  with  the. 
waywardness  of  his  destiny. 

At 


AA  the  appraoeh  ofdi^lmak;  the^ 
whote  cavalcade^  by  the'ccmnnand^  of 
captain  Haoco,  made  the^best*  of  ^  their 
way  to  a  wretched  hostel*  or- cabaret; 
with*  the  host  ofiviiieb'that  worthy  per^- 
aonage  seemed  to  be  on  terms  of  perfect^ 
&iidiarity ;  for,  after-  some  whispering 
had'taken*  place  between-  them,^  he  ad- 
vanced,  and  holding  up  a  battered* and'* 
brolfien^lantem,  which  was  illuminated ' 
by'e4mall^{»eee  of  guttering  candid/  to^ 
wuda-lMsiabe,  aa  he  sat  on  the  crupper 
of^bne  ofthe^horses,  with  a  hoarse  'laugh  * 
andiBanastie  grin^  bAde  him  welcome  td 
htmsa 


Refj^nald' was  ihen  unbotmd  from  the 
baahN>f  the  horse^  and  carried  into  th& 
intelridpof  theiiouse,  and  conveyed  by-^ 
the4ttiknQrd*/and  the  leader  of  the  party, 
int%<thet]pperroom:t>f  the  hostel,  whioh' 
roona  'Was-notfaing- elser^tban  a  sort  of' 
lofti'^dMiated^  in  the  Toof  of  th^  house, 
and  ^wc  <tOi  be^'tuoended  Hty  no  hetxet 

ymt.  u.  L  stabcase 
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stair9ase  than  a  crazy  ladder,  which  was 
removed  as  soon  as  the  party  was  mount- 
ed. The  whole  place  was  filled  with 
bay  and  straw,  and  on  these  Reginald 
was  fain  to  repose  his  wearied  limbs. 
His  conductors  having  bound  and  se^ 
cured  his  wrists  and  legs  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  his 
getting  away,  informed  him  that  it 
would  be  to  no  purpose  for  him  to  at- 
tempt eluding  their  vigilance ;  and  thfit 
his  safety  and  future  usage  depended  on 
his  resigning  himself  to  his  present  fate, 
and  preserving  the  most  profound  si- 
lence during  the  time  of  their  absence. 

''  Young  gentleman/'  said  Hacco,  as 
he  quitted  the  loft  along  with  the  host, 
**  your  life  depends  on  your  obedience 
to  my  commands :  the  moment  you  at- 
tempt to  quit  this  place  without  my 
leave  for  sp  doing,  will  be  the  last  of 
your  existence ;  I  am  a  man  who  never 
promises  what  he  means  npt  to  pay,  and  I 
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am  not  used  to  be  deceived  or  slighted  ; 
stir  not  tlierefore,  at  your  peril ;  neither 
by  any  noise  or  sign  give  notice  to  any 
person  whatever  that  you  are  here  con-^ 
fined :  either  I,  or  some  of  my  men,  will 
be  always  on  the  watch,  and  on  the 
smallest  suspicion  that  you  have  dis- 
obeyed my  words,  you  will  be  sacrificed 
without  scruple  to  my  just  resentment. 
I  wish  you  a  good  repose  till  night, 
when  we  must  again  move  forwards, 
and  shall  take  care  that  you  are  pro- 
vided in  the  meantime  with  something 
to  eat  and  drink,  with  which  you  must 
needs  be  in  want." 

Hacco  and  the  host  then  descended  the 
ladder,  pulling  the  trap  which  opened 
on  the  flooring  of  the  loft,  and  fastening 
it  on  the  outside  securely  after  them. 

Reginald  being  left  to  his  own  reflec- 
tions, did  not  however  abandon  him- 
self to  despair ;  he  did  not  cease  to  in- 

L  2  "         dulge 
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didge  an  intuitive,  prospect  <^  onee  more 
regainii^  IA%  liberty,  «od  of  returaiog 
to  the  abode  of  bis  be^ved  parents,  and 
cheering  tbem  with  Im  presence,  and 
the  knowledge  of  his  being  once  more 
safe,  and  under  the  same  roof  with  them- 
selves ;  and  he  felt  confidant,  in  spite  of 
the  obstacles  witib  which  he  appeared  to 
be  surrounded,  that  the  time  was  not 
very  fer  distant  when  be  should  onee 
more  r^oin  his  beloved  Alison,  and  in 
her  society  forget  the  dangers  waA  vicis- 
situdes to  whidi  he  was  ^aoposed.  With 
his  head  filled  with  these  profdietic 
warnings,  that  he  should  regain  J^ 
former  freedom,  and  once  again  be  hap> 
py  and  content,  he  lesigoed  bknself  v^itb 
a  fervent  prayer  to  the  will  of  Heaven, 
and  finding  that  it  was  not  yet  the  mo« 
raent  to  think  of  exerting  himsdf  to 
forward  the  wishes  of  his  soul,  and  ex- 
hausted with  the  &tigue  of  a  laborious 
ride,  he  fell  into  a  deep  and  placid  shim- 
bar,  and  in  the  arms  of  Moi^faeus  foi^got 

f(rf 
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for  a  time  his  perilous   situation  and 
strange  imprisonment 

In  this  manner,  resting  by  day  at 
some  obscure  and  inauspiciousIyUooking 
den,  and  journeying,  by  devious  and  un- 
frequented tracts  by  night,  the  whole 
party  proceeded  for  five  days,  without 
any  opportunity  offering  itself  to  their 
prisoner  of  effecting  his  escape,  or  any 
adventure  worth  relating,  breaking  the 
monotony  of  his  transit. 

After  a  very  long  ride,  on  the  fifth 
night  of  his  captivity,  about  daybreak, 
the  leader  of  the  band  directed  the  whole 
of  them  to  follow  him  across-a  most  de- 
plorably-looking bleak,  flat,  uncultivated 
and  unsheltered  heath,  over  which  the 
wind  whistled.and  howled  in  melancholy 
murmurings  and  cadence:  after  riding 
about  two  miles  along  this  unfrequented 
desert  of  flints^  and  stunted  vegetation,. 
Regin^d  beheld*  the  blue  ocean,  stretch- 

L  S  ed^ 
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e&,  in  maJMtie  piide,  Mote  tii&  eyes,  tad 
slowly  rolling  its  revolving  waves  upon 
a  long  expanse  of  naked  sandy  beach ; 
and  at  the  extremity  of  Vbe  horizon,  the 
orb  of  day  jtirt:  limng  from  his  eastern 
bed»  and  gilding  the  Wfiters  with  his 
resplendent  beams.  Within  a  hundred 
yards  of  him  he  beheld  an  edifice  of  rude 
eontrivance  and  harsh  outfine,  and 
which,  had  he  been  left  to  his  own  dis- 
posal and  guidance,  he  would  have  been 
nowise  inclinable  to  enter;  as  it  was, 
however,  he  was  not  left  to  his  own 
will,  and  in  a  few  seconds  found  himself 
at  the  threshold  ef  the  place,  which  he 
considered  was  to  form  the  termination^ 
of  his  land-travela,  whatever  fa,te  might 
compel  him  to  undergo  on  the  waters 
which  lay  before  him. 

Whilst  he  was  pondfering  on^  his  sinp- 
gitlar    destiny,,  and    wondering    what 
would  be  the  catastrophe  of  the  adven- 
tures into  which  he  found  himself  plun- 
ged. 


gedy  and  whidi  l¥a*e  to  tdtatiy  diK^reht 
from  any  thing  lie  bad  ever  before  expe* 
rienced,  or  ever  for  atndmeHt  cdhsidei^d 
himself  likely  to  undergo;  find  whilst 
he  was  almost  doubting  whether  the 
whole  was  not  a  dlheam,  ot  viaftoh  ef  the 
disordered  senses,  he  itas  awakened  firom 
his  reveries  by  captftin  Hkcco,  who,  dis- 
mounting from  hk  wearJjBd  ste^^,  ap- 
proached  the  building  before  which  they^ 
had  halted,  and  with  his  feet  and  &sts 
rained  a  most  furious  volley  of  kicks  and 
blows  upon  the  sides  of  it)  iwrhich  being 
nothing  else  than  old  bdairds,  and  sides 
of  worn-out  boats^  seemed  scarcely  jMie 
to  resist  the  violence  df  his  assault^  and 
actually  creaked,  ttemble'dj  and  rattled 
again,  under  the  vigour  of  his  ctai^t 

In  a  moment  after,  a  hoarse  and  growl- 
ing irtterrogfftion  proceeded  frotn  sdme 
person  in  the  itjterlor  of  the  hovel,  de- 
maneliftg,  in  no  vtrj  pleasant  mooci. 
•'  Wht>  knocks  8o  louifily  ?" 

-Tis 
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•*  Tis  I— captain  Haoeo.'* 

*'  Ah,  my  worthy  commander ! — ^but 
stay — I'm  not  to  be  cheated ;.  the  word  ?" 

•*  Skipton-?' 

"  Right — III  now  utibac  the  door^**- 
which,  in  compliance  with  hi«  promise,, 
he  instantly  did,  and  presented  to  the 
eyes    of  Reginald  a  rude  sea^-ruifian^ 
dressed  in  the  aquatic  garb  of  his  calling, 
and  armed  with  a  cutlass  and  dagger, 
which  were  stuck  without  sci^bard  or 
covering  into  a  leathern  belt  which  en- 
circled- his^  uncouth  carcase.    He  greeted 
his.  visitors  with  a  hearty  shake  of  the 
hand,  exdaimifig  at  the  same  time — 
**  Welcome,  welcome  to  Shellness  Gove ! 
*  long  looked-for  come  at  last,'  as  they 
say :  but  whom  have  we-  here; — a  friend 
or  enemy  ? — the  latter.  Til  be  sworn,  by 
hi$:  Iy)nds !'  and  may  such  fate  as  his,  and 
worse,   always   attend  the  enemies^  of 
captain.  Haccoand  his  gaUant  crew !" 

"  Well  said,  Kelstone,r  rejoined^  the 
captain:  '^  this  young  man  is  our  prison- 
er,. 
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er,  oon&igned  to  our  custody  by 'my  old 
friend  Spadrooe.  Go  not  to  harm  him, 
man ;  Tm  answarable  ler  •Ihs  safety,  pro- 
vided he  attempts  not  to  escape,  and 
whilst  he  conducts  himself  according  to 
my  commands ;  but  ibllow  me  into  the 
cottage,  and  I  will  tell  you  more  ^f  this, 
and  also  what  we  must  forthwith  set 
about." 

Wllii  diese  woids  hie  «itfe*6d  tfeie 
building,  and  was  followed  by  Kelstone, 
ill  accordant  to  whait  he  had'juSt  jfedd. 
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CHAPTER  I, 


-Tbou  wert  bred, 


And  at  the  dugs  of  liavage  tigers  fed.         Drypeit. 

IT  was  not  long  before  Hacco  and  Kel- 
stone  returned  out  of  the  hut,  and  the 
latter  brought  with  him  a  sort  of  banner, 
or  signal  flag,  which  he  affixed  without 
delay  to  a  rope  which  hung  on  one  side 
of  a  long  mast,  or  rather  rude  pole,  fixed 
uprightly  in  the  ground,  and  then  hoist- 
ed it  to  the  summit  of  the  staff* 

vou  jii.  B  This 
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This  signal  was  not  long  in  being  per. 
ceived  by  a  small  and  predatory-looking 
vessel,  which  rode  at  anchor  about  a 
quarter-of-a-mile  from  the  beach,  and 
from  which  a  boat  was  insta;iitly  lowered, 
and  rowed  to  the  shore. 

> 

Reginald  entertained  no  doubt  that 
he  was  the  person  about  whom  all  this 
commotion  and  trouble  were  made,  and 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  conduc- 
tors to  have  him  conveyed  on  board  the 
vessel  which  he  saw  before  him,  and 
which,  he  felt  convinced,  was  meant  to 
convey  him  out  of  his  native  country. 

Though  he  most  bitterly  regi'etted 
what  he  had  no  difficulty  in  perceiving 
was  about  to  take  place,  he  had  too  much 
sense  iiot  to  be  fully  aware  that  re- 
sistance woiild  be  both  idle  and  danger- 
bus,  and  that  the  wisest  plan  for  him  to 
adopt  would  be  to  submit,  with  as  good 
a  grace  as  possible,  to  the  exigency  of 

•    existing 
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existing  circumstances,  and  conform  him- 
self to  the  rigours  of  his  fate,  without 
running  the  risk  of  rendering  it  still 
worsen  by  ill-judged  violence  and  mis* 
placed  vituperation. 

The  boat  we  have  just  mentioned,  in 
a  few  minutes,  grounded  on  the  sands  of 
the  cove,  and  three  persons  in  the  dress 
of  seamen,  and  weU  armed,  leaping  out 
of  her,  made  directly  towards  the  group 
of  ruffians  who  were  awaiting  them  at 
the  cottage-door.  On  perceiving  captain 
Hacco  to  be  one  of  the  party,  they  bent 
their  bodies  to  something  like  a  bow, 
and  were  by  him  addressed  as  follows : 
—^^  Comrades,  you  must  prepare  to 
weigh  anchor — we  have  here  a  prisoner 
to  be  by  you  conveyed  to  where  my  lieu- 
tenant Kelstone  will  acquaint  you.  Hee 
that  ye  offer  him  no  violence,  in  ease  he 
tries  not  ta  fly ;  and  now  farewell  to  ye ! 
the  sun  is  already  risen,  and  I  and  my 
party  have  no  time  to  tany.'* 

b3  Reginald 
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Reginald  was  then  delivered  over  to 
his  new  guards,   and  the  captain  and 
those  by  whom  he  was  accompanied  re- 
mounted their  horses,  and  were  on  the 
point  of  departure,  when  they  were  re- 
minded  by  Kelstone  that  they  had  not 
yet  done  justice  to  the  hospitality  of  the 
place ;  and  a  huge  bottle  of  spirits  was 
brought  forth,  from  which  each  of  the 
parties  was  supplied,  in  a  wooden  drink- 
ing-cup,  with  a  most  liberal  portion  of 
powerful  fluid,  which,  after  hastily  pour- 
ing down  their  throats,  they  wished  the 
giver  and  his  boat's  crew  farewell,  and 
setting  spurs  to  their  horses'  sides,  quick- 
ly cantered  over  the  moor,  and  were  in 
a  few  minutes  out  of  sight  of  their  pri- 
soner. 

Kelstone  then  offered  Reginald  a  cup 
of  the  same  beverage,  which'  he,  being 
greatly  fatigued,  did  not  deem  it  alto- 
gether expedient  to  decline;  but  apply- 
ing it  to  his  lips,  drank  about  half  the 

quantity    | 


THE  WIZARD  PKI£8T«  ^ 

qtiantity  it  contained,  and  was  then  con- 
ducted by  his  new  acquaintance  to  th6 
boat,  and  rowed  to  the  vessel  before-- 
mentioned,  which  they  were  not  long  in 
reaching,  and  into  which  the  whole  party 
clambered  as  well  as  they  cOuld,  and 
hauled  the  boat  up  after  them.  This 
being  accomplished,  the  commander  sum- 
moned the  whole  crew  to  his  presence, 
and  informing  them  of  the  natui*e  of  the 
charge  committed  to  him  by' captain 
Hacco,con(lmanded  them,  without  delay, 
to  uilfutl  the  ^ils  of  the  vessel  to  the 
rising  breeze,  and  heave  the  anchor  by 
whieb  she  was  moored.  He  then  in^ 
structed  them  what  conduct  to  observe 
towards  their  prisoner;  and  his  com^ 
mands  having  been  obeyed  by  those  to 
whom  they  were  given,  the  vessel  was 
soon  under  sail,  and  leaving  the  shelter 
of  the  sequestered  bay  in  which  she  had 
been  idly  riding,  danced  merrily  before 
the  freshening  gales,  and  boldly  sought 
the  wide  expansion  of  a  larger  sea. 

B  3  The 
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The  sun  was  by  this  time  high-in  ti» 
heavens,  and  glistened  on  the  rippling 
waves  in  golden  splendour  and  glory ; 
the  winds  sung  cheeringly  in  the  yards 
and  sails,  and  seemed  to  mock  the  nK)um-< 
ings  of  the  ill-fated  Reginald,  who,  un- 
der any  other  circumstances  than  those 
in  which  he  was  placed,  would  have  en- 
joyed  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  and  re- 
joiced in  the  opportunity  which  it  af- 
forded him  of  contemplating  the  stupen- 
dous power  of  the  mighty  Architect  of 
the  universe ;  as  it  was,  his  misfortunes, 
and  his  ruminations  on  those  whom  be 
bad  left  behind  him  on  his  native  shores, 
too  fully  occupied  his  mind  to  permit 
him  to  indulge  in  contemplations  on 
the  beauties  ^  nature,  or  to  leave  room 
in  his  thoughts  for  any  other  sensations 
than  those  which  had  immediate  refer- 
ence to  the  calamities  to  which  he  bad 
already  been  exposed,  and  to  those  wfaiefa» 
it  was  obvious,  were  yet  ta  assail  him. 
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As  80011  as  the  vessel  bad  deared  the 
headlands  €£  the  bay  in  whieh  she  had 
beoi  anchored^  the  bonds  by  which  his 
limbs  were  confined  were  untied,  and  he 
was  left  at  liberty  to  walk  backwards 
and  £>rwards  on  the  deck,  or  to  betake 
himself  to  the  cabin»  and,  if  he  chose,  to 
repose  himself  in  one  of  the  cots  with 
which  it  was  furnished*  and  forget,  in 
the  slumbeis  of  fatigue^  the  sorrows  of 
the  soul,  and  the  miseries  of  unpropi- 
tious  destiny. 

Reginald  felt  some  relief  from  this  in- 
dulgence ;  indeed,  the  ligatures  by  which 
his  wrists  and  legs  had,  for  the  last 
five  days,  been  fettered  and  restrained, 
had  been  so  tightly  drawn^  that  he  had 
not  been  able>  during  the  whole  of  that 
time^  to  obtain  any  repose  whidi  had 
not  been  broken  by  the  pain  of  his  bo- 
dily sensations,  and  unalloyed  with  ex- 
teeme  corporeal  anguish.  He  rejoiced 
therefore  most  heartily  at  the  state  of 

B  4  comparative 


8  tHB  Wl^AUt)  PRIEST. 

comparative  liberty  to  whieh  he  fdtind 
himself  restored,  dfnd  returned  tbanki 
to  bis  Creator,  that  his  situation,  deplor- 
able as  it  was,  was  yet  become  so  mucli 
more  bearable  than  it  had  been  tot  some 
time  past ;  and  he  hailed  this  partial  re- 
covery of  freedom  as  an  earnest  that  he 
should  at  length  be  totally  emancipated 
from  the  power  of  those  by  whom  be 
saw  himself  surrounded,  and  be  once 
more  securely  seated  in  the  bosom  of  bis 
family,  and  enjoy,  without  future  inter- 
ruption, the  society  of  his  beloved  Ali- 
son. 

For  the  present,  being  ovetwhelmed 
with  the  fatigues  of  his  laborious  jour- 
ney and  mkbiiglit  transportation,  he 
descended  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel 
into  the  cabin,  and  stretehing  himself 
upon  a  tol^^biy-commodious  couch,  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  place  in  which 
he  found  it,  and  the  limited  space  of  the 
cabin,  commended  himself  to  Vrovh 
,     ^  dence, 
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dence,  and  shortly  afterwards  sunk  into 
the  arms  of  sleep. 

The  crew  of  the  vessel,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  lieutenant  Kelstone, 
forbore  to  mix  in  conversation  with 
their  prisoner,  or  to  answer  any  of  the 
interrogatories  he  put  to  them.  They 
were  a  set  of  men  whose  only  notions 
ot  the  necessity  of  subordination  consist- 
ed in  surly  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
those  who  had-  acquired  an  ascendancy 
over  them,,  by  their  superiority  in  those 
qualifications  on  which  they  valued  them- 
sdves,  and  in  which  alone  they  consi- 
dered excellency  and  merit  to  consist.  ^ 

Fearless,  hardy,  reckless,  unrelenting,, 
profligate,  predatory,  and  fired  by  the 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  adventure,  the 
crew  of  the  Gosshawk  consisted  of  men 
of  all  nations^  of  desperate  adventurers,, 
and  ruffians  of  all  climes  and  kingdoms 
— K)f  men .  whose  crimes  had  rendered 

B.5'  them  4 
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tbem  aliens  to  their  native  dties,  and 
whosfe  lives  were  forfeited  by  the  laws  of 
those  jurisdictions  in  which  they  had 
been  committed,  and  which  rung  with 
their  manifold  atrocities  and  violence. 

It  required  all  the  efibrts  of  those  to 
whom  the  command  of  the  vessel  was 
entrusted,  to  preserve  their  authority 
over  this  boisterous  crew,  and  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  commands  which  they 
issued^ for,  their  government  and  direc- 
tion ;  and  nothing  but  unqualified  har- 
dihood, and  bodily  as  well  as  mental 
strength,  could  for  an  instant  have  pre- 
served their  commander  in  his  perilous 
office  and  dangerous  superiority. 

This  hardihood  and  strength,  luckily 
for  their  possessor,  were  fully  possessed 
by  lieutenant  Kelstone,  the  person  by 
whom,  in  the  absence  of  captain  Hacco, 
the  command  ojf  the  Gosshawk  was  as- 
sumed. 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  Kel$ti>ne  was  one  of  the 
most  fearlesa^  desperate,  and  indomitable 
of  ruffians ;  and  could  assume,  as  the 
exigencies  of  bis  situation,  or  the  nature 
of  the  case,  required,  the  language  and 
appearance  of  most  of  the  maritime  coun- 
tries of  the  globe.  Amongst  the  Spa- 
niards, to  whose  possessions  in  South 
America,  and  to  whose  ships,  and  pro- 
perty, and  lives,  he  had  been  a  dreaded 
and  an  inveterate  despoiler  and  foe,'  he 
could  appear  as  one  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen, and  by  means  of  the  facility 
with  which  he  adopted  their  language, 
manners,  and  deportment,  pass  among 
them  totally  unsuspected,  extend  the 
sphere  of  his  predilection  for  rapine,  and 
escape  the  punishment  with  which  it 
had,  on  many  occasions,,  been  his  lot  to 
hear  himself  threatened,  whilst  securely 
trusting  himself  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  laughing  in  his  sleeve  at  his  own 
.dexterity  and  address. 

bG  He 
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He  could  also,  when  sueh  necessity 
arose,  pass  himself  off,  among  the  na& 
lives  of  Morocco,  Tunis,  and  Algiers^ 
and  other  piratical  states  of  the  southern 
coasts  of  the  Mediterranean,  for  a  native 
Mahometan,  and  true  believer  in  the 
holy  prophet ;  and.  he  had,  hy  the  ease 
with  which  he  spoke  their  language,  and 
aped  their  appearance  and  characteristics, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  kept  himself 
from  the  fetters  of  slavery,  and  ultimate- 
ly succeeded  in  rescuing  the  captured 
vessel  and  crew  from  the  clutches  of  the 
Oriental  corsairs, ,  and  leaving  t"bem  to 
wonder  by  what  means  she  had  left  their 
ports,  and  to  deplore  their  diminished 
treasures,  which  in  his  retreat  he  seldom 
failed  to  pillage. 

He  could  also,  when  he  thought  fit, 
become  an  Italian,  a  Dane,  a  Swede,  or, 
in  short,  the  subject  of  that  particular 
country  from  which  he  was  most  likely» 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 

/        .  case. 
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case,  to  derive  protection,  and  secure 
himself  £rom  ilUtreatment,  and  the  pe^ 
nalties  of  his  multiplied  criminality  and 
aggravated  guilt. 

To  these  gifts  of  canning  he  added 
the  highest  degree  of  personal  intrepi*. 
dity  and  apparent  carelessness,,  or,  to 
speak  more  properiy.  actual  fondness  of 
exposing  himsdf  to  danger,,  which  can 
result  from  feelings  and  sensations  pure- 
ly animal,  and  founded  entirely  on  mere 
strength  of  nerves.. . 

From  this  description  of  him,  it  may 
be  easily  ccHijectured  that  he  was'  well 
qualified  for  the  rank  whieh  he  held  on 
board  the  scliooner  of  captain  Hacco, 
and  that  he  was  exactly  qualified  for  as* 
suming  the  vacant  post  of  that,  noble 
commander  during  hi&^absence  on  shore. 

We  must  not   however  forget    to 
state,  that  he  was  in  person  athletic,  ae- 

tive. 


14  THE  WIZARD  PSIEST. 

tive»  and  muacxOajt,  and  endued  with 
flulprising  powers  of  confarming  to  the 
climates  to  which  he  might  be  exposed, 
it  being  all  one  to  his  ircm  fitime,  whe* 
ther  he  wintered  in  a  polar  sea,  or  swel- 
tered under  the  raging  heat  of  a  summer 
at  the  equator;  seasons  made  no  differ- 
ence in  his  marine  costume ;  and  thdugh 
furnished  by  nature  with  an  appetite  of 
boundless  voracity,  he  could,  when  he 
thought  proper,  restrain  it  within  bounds 
of  privation,  which,  by  any  body  but 
himself,  would  have  been  accounted  ac- 
tual starvation. 

Though  it  was  impossible  that  Regi- 
nald Cutts  could  make  any  impression 
upon  the  humanity  of  such  a  being  as 
this,  or  in  any  way  work  upon  him  to 
connive  at  his  escape  and  enlargement, 
and  though  it  was  impossible  that  any 
other  sensations  could  be  felt  when  in  bis 
presence  but  dread,  disgust,  and  detesta- 
tion,^ yet  he  was  not  long  in  perceiving 

that 
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that  his  present  safety,  and  the  preserva* 
tion  of  his  life,  were  entirely  owing  to 
the  qualifications  which  we  have  de-^ 
scribed  Kelstone  to  be  possessed  of,  and 
which,  though  they  inspired  horror  and 
neutralized  confidence,  failed  not  during 
the  voyage  to  be  most  eminently  useful. 

Disputes,  the  most  fierce  and  ranco- 
rous, were  continually  arising  in  this  most 
strangely  organized  and  discordant  com- 
munity of  pirates ;  language  the  most 
horrible,  blasphemous,  and  totally  inex- 
plicable to  the  ears  of  those  not  used  to 
its  frequent  occurrence,  was  every  mo- 
ment resounding  on  all  sides  of  Regi- 
nald, to  whose  understanding  ^okd  ap- 
prehensions every  thing  seemed  momen- 
tarily on  the  point  of  anarchy,  blood- 
shed, and  destruction. 

From  words  and  threats,  calling  down 
destruction  on  their  utterers,  as  well  as 
on  those  towards  whom  they  were  di- 

rectedy 
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rected,  references  to  fists  and  missnes^ 
launched  at  each  other's  heads  and  faces^ 
frequently  succeeded  with  the  rapidity 
of  thought ;  quarrels,  apparently  hushed, 
and  reconciliations,  apparently  binc^ng^ 
and  which  never  failed  of  being,  cement 
ed  by  shaking  of  hands  and  libations  of 
fermented  drinks,  broke  forth  at  the 
slightest  diflPerence  of  opinion,  or  more 
frequently  without  any  cause  at  all,  to 
account  for  such  bitter  animosity  and 
hostile  rage ;  knives  were  unsheathed^ 
swords  drawn,  blood  spilt,  and  wounds 
inflicted;  and  it  was  on  these  occasions 
that  the  interference  of  Kelstone,  and 
the  manner  with  which  he  enforced  obe- 
dience to  his  commands,  was  found  sa- 
lutary and  effective,  and  capable  of  sur- 
mounting the  tumult,  and.  reducing  the 
conflicting  parties-  to.  something  like 
peace  and  quietness. 

On  these  occasions,  that  worthy  was 
veiy  far  from  confining  himiself  simply 

tO' 
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to  words  and  expostulation,  nor  is  it 
probable  that  an  interference  which  con- 
fined  itself  merely  to  verbal  argumenta- 
tion and  the  powers  of  rhetoric,  would 
have  been  heeded,  though  conveyed 
with  all  the  eloquence  of  a  Cicero — ^no, 
lieutenant  Kelstone  knew  the  characters 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  to  deal  too 
well  to  waste  his  time,  and  breathe 
in  inteijeetion  and  entreaty ;  it  was  his 
custom,  when  these  broils  took  place,  to 
lay  hold  upon  the  first  thing  which  came 
to  his  hand,  such  as  a  boat-hook,  an  oar, 
the  stretcher  of  the  boat,  or  a  spare  til- 
ler, and  with  this  weapon  to  lay  about 
him  on  all  sides,  and  to  make  his  un- 
ruly and  rebellious  subjects  fly  before 
his  powerful  blows,  or  acknowledge,  by 
instaiit  prostration,  the  despotism  of  his 
dominion  and  sway. 

By  means  like  these  he  preserved  the 
charge  committed  to  his  authority,  and 
forced  hi&  satellites  ta  listen,  to  reason, 

and 
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and  by  means  like  these  he  made  them 
perform  their  various  and  respective  du- 
ties in  the  management  and  navigation 
of  the  vessel;  and  to  a  frequent  recur- 
rence of  such  scenes  as  these  was  Regi- 
nald, for  four  successive  days,  forced  to 
be  an  unwilling  witness,  frequently  in 
expectation  that  one-half  of  the  ruffian 
<;rew  would  fall  victims  to  the  vengeance 
and  violence  of  the  other  hai^'  and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  whilst  it  was  uncer- 
tain which  of  the  c(Hiflicting  parties 
would  be  ultimately  triumphant,  the 
vessel  would  be  lost,  owing  to  the  folly 
and  blindness  of  those  by  whom  she  was 
mann^  ;  and  again  would  his  i^arm  as 
suddenly  be  removed,  by  the  ease  and 
adroitness  with  which  he  perceived  the 
commander  forced  every  one  to  resume 
his  proper  duties,  and  dispense  a  sort  of 
wild  and  irregular  justice  among  them. 

Towards  the  evening  of  the  fourth 

day,  and  about  an  hour  before  sunae^ 

the 
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the  vessel  came  in  sight  of  the  coast  c^ 
some  country,  with  which,  though  the 
crew  of  the  vessel  were  well  acquainted, 
Reginald  was  totally  ignorant,  and  with 
the  name  of  which,  though  he  repeated- 
ly demanded  to  be  made  acquainted,  he 
received  no  satisfactory  answer  to  his 
demands. 

About  sunset  the  sails  of  the  vessel 
were  furled,  and  her  anchor  let  go,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  she  rode  safely  at 
her  cable's  length,  at  the  distance  of 
about  six  miles  from  the  coast,  aitd  pre- 
parations were  made  for  lowering  the 
boat,  and  going  on  shore  as  soon  as 
nightfall  should  darken  the  face  of  na» 
ture,  and  render  their  approach  imper- 
ceptible to  those  on  the  land. 

Reginald,  who  was  heartily  tired  of 
the  voyage,  and  the  contentions  he  had 
seen  rage  among  those  by  whom  he  was 
surrounded,  and  who  foresaw,  from  the 

monotony 
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monotony  of  what  took  place  on  board 
the  vessel,  that  he  might  remain  there 
all  the  days  of  his  life,  without  meeting 
with  any  incident  which  would  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  attempting  an  escape, 
with  any  prospect  of  such  an  attempt 
being  successful,  secretly. wished  that  it 
might  be  the  intention  of  his  gaolers  to 
take  him  on  shore,  and  either  leave  him 
to  his  own  freewill,  or,  at  any  event, 
consign  him  to  the  custody  of  persons 
less  disagreeable  and  disgusting  than 
themselves.  He  was  indeed  so  discon- 
tented with  his  present  condition,  that 
he  began  to  think  any  alteration  would 
be  an  amendment  of  it,  and  that,  let 
what  would  happen,  he  could  lose  no* 
thing  by  it  Of  his  life  he  entertained 
no  fears — be  had  heard  and  seen  enougk 
of  those  amongst  whom  he  found  him- 
self to  know,  that  if  it  had  been'  their 
object  and  purpose  to  have  deprived  him 
of  it,  they  would  not  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  bring  him  so  many  miles  by 

land 
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land  and  by  sea  to  deprive  him  of  it, 
and  that  it  would  long  since  have  been 
sacrificed  to  the  views  of  interest  or  love 
of  evil,  if  they  had  not  been  of  opinion 
that  its  preservation  would  be  more  to 
their  advantage  and  profit.  He  saw 
very  plainly  that  he  had,  by  some  blun- 
der or  other,  (a  most  disastrous  one  for 
him  certainly),  been  mistaken  for  some 
other  party,  of  whom  his  former  con* 
ductors  and  guards  had  been  in  search, 
for  some  purpose  best  known  to  them- 
selves, most  likely  for  Walter  Wharton, 
the  steward  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Wharton ; 
and  that  it  was  not  compatible  with  their 
views  of  interest  to  sufier  him  to  depart 
untouched  immediately,  and  rely  on  his 
pledged  word  for  the  preservation  of  the 
secrecy  of  what  had  been  inadvertently 
laid  open  and  exposed  to  his  ey^s.  He 
saw,  and  judged  from  some  few  words 
which  had  been  dropped,  on  the  road,  be- 
tween captain  Hacco  and  one  of  his  at- 
tendants,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 

his 
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his  captors,  for  the  present,  to  confine  him 
safely,  and  ascertain  for  certain  whether 
or  not  he  was  the  person  he  described 
himself  to  be ;  and  if  his  account  of  him- 
self  should  be  found  accurate  and  true, 
to  acquaint  his  parents  with  his  being 
in  safety,  and  to  demand  of  them  a  hea- 
vy ransom  for  his  being  returned  to 
them,  and  promises  of  secrecy  and  ob- 
livion  as  to  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  attack  made  on  him,  his  im« 
prisonment,  and  restoration. 

This  partial  knowledge  of  the  plans 
and  intentions  of  those  into  whose  power 
he  had  fallen,  though  it  enabled  Regi- 
nald to  bear  his  fate  with  comparative 
composure,  and  with  infinitely-less  anx- 
iety than  if  he  had  been  in  total  igno- 
rance of  his  destination,  and  in  momen- 
tary fears  of  his  life,  did  not,  however, 
lessen  his  wishes  to  extricate  himself 
from  the  thraldom  which  restrained  him; 
nor  was  he  certain  that  he  might  not 

much 
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much  longer  be  a  prisoner  of  those  into 
whose  power  he  had  fallen,  than  he  had 
at  first  reckoned  upon,  or  than  would 
be  ccHisistent  with  his  personal  safety ;  at 
all  events^he  resolved  that  he  would  make 
an  attempt  at  escaping,  without  wdting 
the  leave  of  his  keepers,  the  very  first 
opportunity  that  ofiered  itself  for  such 
an  attempt. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  setting  sun 
sunk  into  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  and 
after  illuminating  the  horizon  with  se- 
veral brilliant  coruscations  of  departing 
light,  yielded  the  dominion  of  the  hea- 
vens to  the  approaching  night,  which 
now  threw  her  sable  mantle  completely 
over  the  face  of  nature,  and  hastened 
the  preparations  of  the  crew  of  the  Goss- 

hawk  fcH*  going  on  shore. 

» 

The  boat  was  forthwith  lowered,  and 
four  of  the  crew  instantly  got  on  board 
of  hen    Lieutenant  Kelstone  then  ap- 
proaching 


\  ■ 
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proaching  Keginald^  who  was  seated  on 
deck,  on  the  sterp  of  the  vessel,  and 
surveying,  by  the  partial  light  of  the 
moon,  what  was  doing  aroqnd  him,  and 
making  no  doubt  but  that  the  prepara* 
tions  he  beheld  were  in  great  measure 
made  on  his  own  account,  addressed  him 
thus-— **  So  ho,  youngster!  you  must 
get  ready  to  accompany  me  on  shore." 

"  I  am  already  prepared  so  to  do." 

"  That's  well — I  doubt  not  you  are 
tired  of  our  majmer  of  life,  and  long 
once  more  to  set  foot  on  dry  land." 

**  Certainly  I  shall  not  be  sorry  to  be 
once  more  on  shore ;  I  request,  however, 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  name 
of  the  coast  to  which  I  see  it  is  your  in- 
tention to  convey  me  ?" 

"  That  request  of  yours  cannot  be 
complied  with ;  and  if  it  could,  it  would 
be  of  no  service  to  you." 

"  You  will  not  .tell  me,  then,  whither 
I  am  to  be  conveyed  ?'* 
.   ''  Faith !  not  L'' 

«Will 
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^  Will  you  tell  me  in  what  manner  I 
am  to  be  treated  on  shore  ?" 

'*  Ply  me  not  thus  with  idle  questions, 
but  be  content  with  knowing  tiiat  your 
treatment  will .  be  fitting  your  deserts, 
and  will,  in  some  measure,  depend  on 
your  own  good  conduct  and  discretion/' 

'*  At  least  you  can  tell  me  how  long 
my  imprisonment  is  likely  to  last  ?" 

''  That  is  more  than  I  know,  and  de^ 

* 

pends  on  the  will  of  other  people/' 

"  On  what  other  people's  will  does  it 
depend  ?" 

"  Wcwry  me  no  more,  I  say,  with  idle 
queries,  but  prepare  to  go  with  me  on 
shore— *the  boat  waits  for  us."  , 

"  I  am  prepared,  as  I  told  you  be- 
fore." 

«  Then  follow  me.'' 

He  then  descended  the.  side  of  the 
vessel,  and  got  into  the  boat,  und  Regi- 
nald, in  conformity  with  his  directions, 
and  in  unison  with  his  own  wishes,  fbU 
:  VOL.  III.  c  lowed 
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lowed  liim  without  delay,  and  was,  ih  a 
moment  afterwards,  seated  towards  the 
stern  of  the  boat,  the  lieutenant  taking 
the  management  of  the  helm,  and  sit- 
ting immediately  behind  him ;  the  four 
men  by  whom  they  weire  accompanied 
took  their  respective  seats  on  the  benches, 
and  laying  hold  of  their  oars,  cast  off  the 
boat  from  the  vessel,  and  betook  thetn- 
selves  lustily  to  th^r  occupatic^  of  r6w- 
ing,  making  the  tittle  bark  which  car- 
ried them  dart  mpidly,  and  without 
noise,  owing  to  their  oars  being  muffledi 
through  the  waves,  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  velocity  of  the  motion  of 
the  boat,  glistened  with  innumerable 
phoi^horie  sparks,  as  they  washed  against 
her  bows  and  sides. 

Before  they  had  proceeded  far  upon 
their  course,  lieutenant  £[elsti»)e,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  Begikioid,  br<^e  si- 
lesvce  in  the  fbllowing  words^  which  he 
uttered  in  4  whisper,  but  irfakibi  m  Il6- 

gin&Id 
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giDdd  wM  stal^niad  elCfs^y  tb  hltn,  he 
disttifictly^  and  withdut  dilHcfulty,  heard.. 
— -•*  Ydttfig  ma%  in  tt  «hort  time  wfe 
shidl  kiid^  dnd  you  wiH  bave  td  ftccotiK 
pany  me  some  way  up  ttie  eduhtry,  to 
the  place  M^ilch  te  to  become  the  fbtut^ 
seit  of  your  confinement.  Wfe  may, 
perhaps,  in  the  course  i>f  our  journey 
thither,  meet  with  pas^ngetis  in  our 
path-^we  may  perhaps  meet  with  no 
one ;  attend  then  to  my  Wdrds^  and  pro- 
St  by  them^-^if  you  atteimpt  to  acquaint 
«iy  person  wbcMi  we  may  enoomiter  on 
our  road  with  the  natui^eof  the  oonne:fitioh 
existing  between  us,  that  moment  in 
which  you  do  so  will  l>e  the  laut  of  your 
existence;  be  carrful  therefore  in  yoar 
behairionr,  and  neither  by  word  nor  sigh 
isfe^  to  elude  my  vigilance,  or  escape 
my  power ;  ydur  head  is  in  the  lion^s 
jaws^be  featfnl  &f  hi»  fangs.'' 

Tb  this  address  Che  person  to  whom  it 
W^  deliv^ed  made  «o  reply^  neither 

c  2  did 
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did  the  speaker  seem  to  think  one  Ne- 
cessary, for  without  giving  any  time  for 
.his  auditor  to  make  any  observations  on 
its  import,  he  continued — **  As  soon  as 
we  land,  you  must  again  be  fettered,  that 
is,  you  must  be  handcufied  to  my  wrist; 
for  as  we  shall  proceed  on  foot,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  confine  your  legs,  so  as 
to  prevent  your  walking,  and  give  my- 
self and  companions  the  trouble  of  carry- 
ing you  along ;  you  see,  therefOTC,  that 
any  attempt  at  running  away  will  be 
mere  madne^,  and  end  in  bringing 
down  destruction  on  your  own  head." 

This  commuiKic^tion  Was  not  v^ry 
pleasing  to  Reginald,  who  had  no  wish 
,a^ain  to  resume  t^e  trammels  which  h^ 
.had  before  f^lt  to  be  so  irksome,  and  he 
Jiked  no(  the  prospect  of  being  linked 
to  the  lieutenant,  fQr  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived the  most  unqualified  aversion  and 
:4isgust ;  hq  failed  net ,  tci  tf^Mre'  that  per- 
'Wn^ge,  that  lit  wp  |K)t  ihis.^nt^ntion  to 

attempt 
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attempt  escaping,  and  that  be  would 
give  him  his  word,  in  consideration  of 
his  being  permitted  to  walk  unhand- 
cuffed,  not  to  meditate  escape  during 
the  continuance  of  the  journey. 

Master  Kelstone,  however,  who  had 
no  idea  of  the  ties  of  honour,  and  judged 
other  people's  veracity  by  the  measure 
of  his  own  falsehood,  and  who  had,  over 
and  over  again,  a  hundred  and  a  hun- 
dred times,  broken,  without  the  least 
compunction,  his  own  pledged  word, 
and  even  the  sanctity  and  obligations  of 
tiie  most  sacred  oaths  which  human  po- 
licy could  invent  to  fetter  the  promises 
of  suspected  perfidy,  only  grinned  at  the 
protestations  of  his  prisoner,  observing 
— ."  No,  no,  I  am  not  yet  come  to  se- 
cond childhood;  and  should  I  comply 
with  your  request,  I  know  not  which 
of  us  would  be  the  greatest  fool— you  in 
keeping  your  word,  or  I  in  believing 
you.    No,  no,  friend — ^  safe  bind,  safe 

c  8  find,' 
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find,'  b  a  good  loaxim  all  the  world  over; 
and  wtwi  I  lay  it  md^,  I  wU)  give  you 
free  l^n/ve  to  kuigb  ait  my  folly,  and  give 
me  %\k^  slip," 

These  words  he  accompanied  with  a 
growl  of  s^f^^mplacent  laughter,  com- 
plimentary  of  his  own  wisdom  and  fore* 
%ht,  iDd  immediately  afterwards  sunk 
into  his  u^uid  lethargic  silence  and  com* 
pwure, 

B^inald  meanwhile  finduig  that  it 
was  to  no  purpose  to  as^il  him  witb  im- 
portunities, dr  to  €ndmfvour  to  impress 
cm  hisi  mind  a  conviction  that  his  honour 
wonU  be  as  binding  on  his  actions  as 
the  vesbrtiuit  of  gyv^s  and  fettera,  fwbore 
to  82^  anything  fmrthw  to  hiep,  and  a- 
waitjog  the  progresa  of  the  boal^  sat  si* 
leDtly  ruminaAing  amidat  th^  darkness  of 
the  night  upon  bis  absence  fKHii  lus  pa< 
rentt  and  hk  beloved  miatreas. 


The 
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•  The  rowers  being  stout  fellowis,  and 
the  tide  being  in  their  favour,  in  a  much 
shorter  time  than  he  had  supposed,  the 
boat  grounded  on  the  sand  and  shingles 
of  the  beach ;  and  the  boatmen  jumping 
out  of  her  at  the  very  moment  of  her 
CQoadng  in  contact  with  the  land,  drag-^ 
ged  her  completely  out  of  the  water  up- 
on  a  bed  ofdiy  gravel 

lieutenant  Kelstone  and  Ranald 
both  left  the  boat  together;  and  the  finv 
mer,  in  pursuance  of  the  words  which 
bad  fiiUenfifom  him  whilst  they  had  been 
making  for  the  land,  drew  from  his  poc^ 
ket  a  fetter  or  handeuff,  in  which  one  of 
bis  own  wrists,  and  one  of  the  wrists  of 
Begin^,  were,  by  the  assistance  of  their 
oompanions,  securely  affixed ;  and  thus 
^de  by  side  these  two  personages,  of  to* 
tally-discordant  characters,  manners,  pro- 
pensities, and  views,  stood  linked,  like 
many  other  partners  in  the  drama  of  life, 
whom  nothing  but  force  can  keep  toge- 

c  4  ther» 
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ther,  in  the  midst  of  those  by  whom 
they  had  been  united. 

The  moon  wm  now  completely  risen, 
and  shone  in  pale  lustre  on  the  white 
cliffs  of  the  coast  on  which  they  had  just 
set  foot,  and  which  bounded  the  pro- 
spect on  the  land-side  by  their  height 
and  propinquity  to  the  spot  on  which 
the  boat  had  touched.  The  tide  was 
flowing  in  iipon  the  beach,  and  the  wind 
was  beginning  to  rise ;  as  the  night  ad« 
Tanced,  the  waves  continued,  without 
cessation,  to  roll  one  after  another  upcm 
the  rattling  shingles,  and  whiten  the 
sands  with  the  foam  of  their  monotonous 
agitation  and  onset*  No  sound,  save 
that  which,  they  occasioned,  was  to  be 
heard  around,  excepting  at  intervals  the 
wild  note  of  the  curlew,  or  the  creaking 
voice  of  the  sea-gull  and  mew. 

,  This  silence  was  bailed  by  Kelstdne 
and  his  myrmidons  as  propitioua  and  sa* 

tisfactoiy ; 
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tisfactoiy ;  and  having  commanded  si- 
lence, he  du'ected  two  of  the  part j  to  • 
accompany  himself  and  his  victim  on  the . 
journey  which  he  was  about  to  com-* 
menoe»  and  the  other  two  to  return  with- 
out delay  back  again  to  the  schooner, 
and  there  await  him;  he  then  agreed 
with  them  what  signal  to  expect  fnun 
the  beach,  and  they,  in  obedience  to  his 
directions,  launched  once  more  their 
boat,  and  were  quickly  making  the  best 
of  their  way  back  to  the  Gossfaawk« 

Reginald  and  himself,  and  the  other 
two  boatmen,  then  turned  towards  the 
diffs,  and  the  former  of  these  persons 
now  perceived  that  almost  immediately 
before  them  was  an  opening  cut  through , 
t&e  chalky  boundary  by  which  the  coast 
was  defended,  and  which  led  them,  by  a 
path  almost  precipitous  and  perpendicu-; 
lar,  to  the  high  lands  above  their  heads. 
These,  after  some  difficulty,  they  gained; 
and  the  moon  shining  forth,,  uninter-; 

G  5'  rupted 
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rmpted  with  eknids  cor  mists,  gadre  to 
their  view  a  wide  extencBed  prospe^^  of 
dveary  country.  No  signs  of  Tegetatioo 
wete  ta  be  observed  for  a  great  distance 
before  them ;  the  summit  of  the  c£if& 
presented  to  the  eye  a  xiaked  wt^ste,  un- 
adorned by  a  single  tree  or  shnib^  and 
unbroken  by  any  vestige  of  human  ba. 
bitation^  or  mark  of  etviHaation^ 

The  whole  prospect  to  the  idea$  df 
Reginald  bore  strong  resemblaiice  to  his 
own  fortune,  and  was  not  calculated  to 
lessen  the  anxiety  and  restlessness  with 
which  he  wa»  devoured;  stifi  he  kept 
up-  his  spirits^  reeom^mended  himself  ta 
God,  and  succeededf  in  keeping  despoil- 
dency  at  a  ^3taneew 

Meanwhile  the  whole  group  eontmued 
to  walk  forwards  across  th^  plain  whieh 
lay  stretched  out  befbre,  and  which,  o^- 
11)^  to  the  reflection  of  the  moonbeams, 
and  the  duskiness  of  the  hc»rizon,  ap- 
peared 
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peared  iptermitiable,  at  a  good  round 
pace,  and  without  a  single  word  fafling 
from  the  lips  of  any  of  the  party,  and 
bad  in  this  manner  proceeded  full  four 
miles,  before  the  slightest  variation  was 
perceivable  in  the  face  of  the  desert  over 
which  they  were  silently  trudging,  when 
the  landscape  suddenly  assumed  ian  en- 
tirely-difibk^nt  character,  and  it  was  ob- 
vious they  were  at  no  great  distance  from 
the  abode  of  men. 

Kelstone  whispered  his  unwilling  com* 
pani<^,  that  the  time  for  him  to  profit 
by  the  injunctions  he  had  given  him  in 
the  boat  was  on  the  point  of  arriving, 
And  commanded  him,  as  he  valued  his 
Kfe,  to  obey  them. 

The  young  man  promised  acquiescence 
with  a  sBght  inclination  of  bis  head,  for 
he  felt  it  a  degradation  to  exchange  words 
with  the  miscreant  to  whom  he  was  fas- 

G  6  tenedr. 
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tened ;  aAd  shortly  afterwards  they  wound 
their  circuitous  path  with  eaiiticm  and 
address  around  the  gardens  and  outskirts 
of  what,  as  far  as  was  to  be  seeoi  by 
moonlight,  appeared  a  large  and  popu- 
lous village ;  the  watchdogs,  by  their  re- 
peated growling  and  barkings  gi^^ing 
them  to  know,  that  in  spite  of  all  th^ir 
caution^  their  approach  was  not  com- 
pletely i^nperceived^  This  made  tbeiu 
hasten  their  pace,  and  by  every  exertion, 
of  speed  they  could  command,  three  of 
them  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  the 
sounds  which  they  dreadqd  die  away  in* 
to  the  stillness  of  night. 

They  were  now  in  the  midst  of  an 
immense  valley,  the  hilly  sides  of  whi<?h 
were  thickly  covered  with  trees  of  aH 
sorts,  forming  a  kind  of  forest,  of  large 
extent,  and  the  avenues  and  windings^ 
of  which  were  only  to  be  explored  with 
safety,  or  with  possibility  of  not  being 

:.   ,  bewildered 
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bewildered  in  a  labyrinth  of  trees,  by 
one  well  acquainted  with  their  numerous 
intersections  and  mazes^ 

To  Kelstone^  however,  the  place  seem- 
ed perfectly  known.  Dashing  down  one 
of  the  windings,  he  was  followed  by  his* 
attendants;  and  after  traversing  about 
four  miles  more  of  the  serpentining  in<*> 
trieacies  of  the  rural  glades,  they  arrived 
at  a  house  of  small  dimensions,  whose 
low  walls,  and  roof  of  enormous  height, 
gave  indications  of  its  antiquity,^  and 
early  style  of  architectural  arrangement 

At  the  deor  of  this  antique  building,, 
the  leader  of  the  band  called  a  halt,  and 
advancing  with  his  prisoner  close  to  the, 
threshold,  laid  hold  of  a  small  horn, 
which  hung  against  the  side  of  the  door- 
way, and  applying  it  to  his  lips,  blew- 
a  long  loud  blast,  which  rung  in  long 
reverberating  echoes  through  the  thic^r 
ly-^planted  trees  of  the  forest,  and  was^ 

in 
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very  lax  observer  of  the  duties  and  or- 
dinances of  the  religion  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  or  indeed  of  any  religion,  and 
that  his  principles  as  well  as  practice 
were  extremely  latitudinarian,  it  was 
often  a  matter  of  surprise  what  could  in- 
duce  the  holy  prioress  of  the  convent  to 
continue,  him  in  an  office  of  trust,  and 
shew  her  partiality  for  him  on  such  nu* 
merous  occasions  as  she  did.  The  re- 
tainers of  the  convent,  however,  were 
too  busily  employed  in  the  pursuits  of 
their  daily  labour,  and  too  little  ac- 
qjuainted  with  the  world,  and  its  sophis- 
tications and  customs,  to  notice  narrowly 
the  behaviour  and  conduct  of  their  su- 
periors, or  to  draw  inferences  from  what 
they  might  see  in  their  deportment,  on 
which  a  correct  estimate  of  their  worth 
or  unworthihess  might  be  formed..  They 
were,.for:the  most  part,  mere  boors,  whose 
whole  ideas  .went  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  small  patches  of  land  of  which  they 
were  tenants,  and  who,  whilstthey  hated 

the 
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the  name  suid  sight  of  monsieur  Becass, 
trembled  at  his  presence,  and  at  the  men- 
tion of  him. 

And  they  did  not  tremble  at  his  name 
without  cause;  and  had  they  known  the 
whole  of  his  atrocities,  and  the  real  na- 
ture of  the  ties  which  bound  the  inte- 
rests of  the  prioress  and  himself  so  close- 
ly, they  would  have  had  still  further 
reason  to  dread  and  execrate  him. 

His  external  appearance  belied  not  the 
internal  propensities  of  his  nature,  and 
the  character  of  bis  pursuits.  He  was 
in  person  tall,  stout,  and  raw-boned,  ap- 
proaching, by  the  hugeness  of  his  limbs 
and  frame,  almost  to  the  gigantic.  The 
features  of  his  sun-burnt  tawny-coloured 
face  were  harsh  and  forbidding,  and  par- 
taking strongly  of  those  characteristics 
by  which  the  natives  of  the  southern 
provinces  cf  France  are  to  be  distin-: 
guished,  and  which  are  totally  different 

from 
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from  any  style  of  featujre^  tp  be  met 
with  amongst  persona  bofo  in  this  island. 
His  large  head  was  thickly  matted  with 
a  covering  of  close,  black,  and  here-and- 
tbere  grey  griazled  cur^  hair;  and  a  p^ir 
of  large  shaggy  eyebrows,  of  the  same 
colour  and  texture,  shaded  a  pair  of  eyes 
of  the  deepest  jet,  and  froaapt  which  gUm- 
ces  of  cunnmg,  seifisibneflq,  wd  maHg- 
Qancy,  were  continnaUy  thooting. 
<  • 

At  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking, 
he  was  habits  in  ve^t  and  wisiB-cJotlies 
of  cparse  chamois  l^h^ri  and  round  the 
Uiwer  parts  of  hifl  legk  from  the  knee  to 
the  middle  of  the  ft>ot»  were  tied,  oar  rath^ 
laced^  a  ^m  of  laggings  cir  galt^  oi  tlie 
untanned  ^ins  qf  the  faUow-deer  with 
which  his  juri3di£}tion  abounded^  and 
whieh  he  had,  no.doubtp.  hiaiself  atripped 
£rom  the  slau^t^ffed  carcases  of  his  wood- 
land game ;  the  hairy  sides  of  these  inele- 
gant coverings  being  turned  outwards, 

increased  the  uoopttthaecis  of  his  appea^ 

ance, 
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aiice^  which  vraa  not  lefisened  hy  a  sort  of 
cloflk>  marked  on  the  baek  with  a  huge 
>vhite  cross,  in  token  of  his  being  in  the 
employment  of  the  church,  and  in  some 
degree  an  immediate  (though  certainly 
unworthy)  servitw  of  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin, which  hung  loosely  at  his  back,  and 
an  iron  morion  or  skulUcup,  with  an 
enormous  brim  of  buff  leather,  by  whieb 
the  whole  of  his  peeson  wad  surmounted. 

At  his  back  was  slung  a  cross-bow, 
the  use  of  the  rifle  m  thow ,  days  not 
having  eiiitendad  to  the  district  in  whicb 
he  resided ;  and  in  hi^s  qapacious  hand  he 
clutched  a  sort  of  boar<spear,  or  partizan» 
wbocK  together  with  a  sword  of  formid. 
able  lengthy  and  a  stroQg  couteau  d^ 
ckasse,  stuck  in  a  belt  surrounding  his 
body,  formed  his  constant  eompankms, 
when  he  took  hist  professional  walks  in 
the  forest 

He  no  sooner  opened  his  door>  than 

the 
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the  lieutenant  of  the  Gosshawk,  eittend*' 
ing  the  hand  which  was  at  liberty  to- 
wards him,  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  which 
he  in  vain  attempted  to  modulate  to  a 
tone  of  conciliation — **  How  feres  it  with 
my  worthy  ranger  ?  how  goes  the  world 
with  you,  monsieur  Becass?" 

*^  Badly  enough,  master  Kelstone; 
but,  thanks  to  those  I  serve,  my  house 
yet  afibrd9  sufficient  to  entertain  my 
fnends,  amongst  the  number  of  whom 
you  stand  one  of  the  foremost.** 

"  My  thanks  to  your  hospitality  for 
80  saying;  i  and  some  of  our  old  ac* 
quaintance  have  at  present  need  of  your 
assistance  and  good  offices." 
-  **  You  shall  be  welcome  to  them ;  but 
who  is  this  that  sticks  so  closely  to  your 
side  ?'*  > 

"  Of  this  young  man  anon — seest  thou 
not  in  what  manner  we  are  connected?" 
Here  he  held  up  his  arm,  pulling  that 
of  Reginald  along  with  it,  in  such  a  man- 
lier  as  to  ^splay  to  the  eyes  of  the  fo- 
'-    *  rester 
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Tester  the  fetter  by  which  they  were 
fastened  together. 

*^  Oh  ho^  master  Kelstone !  I  see  which 
way  the  land  lies;  but  come  into  the 
house — ^there  is  no  saying  who  may  be 
abroad.  I  need  not  ask  your  companion, 
for  he,  I  see,  must  follow  perforce  where 
you  lead  the  way ;  come  in  then,  and 
let  me  hear  in  what  manner  my  services 
are  requisite  ?" 

Becass,  Keginald,  and  Kelstone,  upon 
this,  entered  the  house,  the  last  of  the 
three,  turning  as  he  entered  to  the  two 
boatmen,  who  stood  at  a  few  yards  dis- 
tance, told  them  to  wait  where  they 
were  till  his  return — "  Which,*'  said  he, 
"  will  not  be  long  distant,  for  by  the 
dawn  of  day  we  must  again  be  on  board 
the  Gosshawk,  and  on  our  return  to 
Shelhiess." 

The  door  was  then  closed,  and  Regi- 
nald|  wondering  into  whose  hands  he 

'   ■'    '  \  had 
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had  now  gdt,  and  Hi  What  manner  these 
adventures  would  termkiaAe^  followed 
his  conductor  into  an  old-fashioned  room, 
burning  with  impatience  to  bearwfaat 
would  be  determined  omceitHng  bis 
fate. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  II. 


My  heart  caft  danger,  but  not  absence,  bear-^ 
To  love  'til  irax|  but  adamant  to  feah        Sedlcy. 

The  ^etderer  ot  the  wood*  of  Notre 
Dame  hairing  secured  the  door  of  the 
apattment  into  which  the  trio  had  en^ 
teiied,  lieutenant  Kelstone,  judging  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  necessity  fc«: 
shackling  his  prisoner,  released  his  wrist 
from  the  bondage  of  the  handcufF,  and 
motioning  him  to  take  a  seat,  with  which 
he  willingly  compUed,  being  wearied 
with  1^  long  walk  which  they  had  taken 
across  a  pathlesft  tract  of  the  country,  re* 
sumed  the  dialogue  which  had  been  com« 
menced  at  the  door. — ^  Monsieur  Becetss^ 
yba  ftee  this  yoirngster?" 
•  I  do.* 

••It 
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'*  It  is  concerning  him  that  I  am  now 
here." 

Here  the  master  of  the  house  whis- 
pered a  query  into  the  ear  of  the  seaman, 
with  the  precise  import  of  which  we  are 
not  acquainted,  but  which  drew,  from 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  an 
immediate  shake  of  the  head,  and  an 
audible  exclamation  of — "  No,  no,  that 
is  not  my  meaning;  if  it  had  been,  the 
job  might  have  been  dispatched  without 
all  this  confounded  trouble.  No,  no-- 
it  is  my  intention  to  place  him  under 
your  care  and  custody  for  a  certain  pe- 
riod— Hacco  assures  me  he  will  pay  well 
for  keeping.  ;  By  sc^ne  means  or  other, 
owing  to  some  cursed  mistake  and  pre- 
cipitancy of  Spadrone— r-" 

"  What,  my  old  acquaintance  Spa- 
drone  !  how  feres  it  with  my  noble  sword- 
and*buckler  man — ^bow  &res  it  with  that 
prince  of  sworders  ?" 

**  Spadrone  is  well,  and  carries  himself 
with  his  accustomed  good  fortune;  but 
_,  '  interrupt 
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interrupt  me  not  till  I  have  concluded 
what  I  was  about  to  say." 

^*  Your  pardon — proceed." 

"  By  some  mistake  or  other,  I  say,  of 
Spadrone,  the  circumstances  of  which 
are  unknown  to  me,  this  young  man 
was  captured  by  Hacco  and  his  party, 
who  are  now  on  shore  on  the  other  side. 
They  soon  found  out  their  mistake,  and 
at  first  resolved  that  he  at  all  events 
must  be  silenced." 

**  Gk)od !  I  understand  you." 

**  He  has  however  given  himself  out 
to  them  as  a  person  of  rank  and  impor- 
tance, and  represented  his  father  and 
mother  as  people  of  substance." 

«  Well,  what  then  ?" 

**  And  that  in  the  event  of  his  life  be- 
ing  spared,  whatever  sum  of  gold  they 
may  demand  for  his  ransom  will  be  freely 
paid." 

"  It  is  then  your  intention  to.  make 
me  his  janitor  till  the  terms  of  his  libera- 
tion are  agreed  upon  and  settled  ?" 

VOL.  III.  D  Exactly 
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"  Exactly  s6r 

"  And  when,  think  you,  my  charge 
will  be  likely  to  have  an  end  ?" 

^'  Of  that  I  am  as  yet  in  ignorance; 
when  the  money  is  paid  down,  you  sliall 
be  apprised  of  the  payment,  shall  receive 
a  share  proportionate  to  the  trouble  you 
have  had,  and—" 

'^  And  the  prisoner,  what  am  I  theu 
to  do  with  him  ?'* 

*  **  Set  him  at  liberty,  op  proceed  as  you 
please ;  so  w^  get  ^  the  naoney,  it  is  sot 
worth  while  to  quarrel  about  his  dispo^ 
sal  and  concerns." 

"  Think  you  his  parents  will  pay  his 
ransom  before  he  be  restored  to  them  ?" 
.  "  I  expect  they  will,  and  hope  so; 
but  if  they  will  not,  I  must  again  come 
here,  and  then  it  will  be  time  to  arrange 
in  what  manner  to  proceed." 

^*  I  like  not  this  job ;  those  who  once 
fall  into  my  custody  shall  never,  with 
my  goodwill,  depart  from  it ;  how  know 
I  but  I  may  be  betrayed  for  my  foolish 

humani^; 
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humaliify,  and  myself  consigned  to  a 
prisott,  for  being  dolt  enough  to  let  an- 
other escape  therefrom,  to  blab  and  prate 
of  my  kittdhess  and  folly  ?" 

*'  1  like  not  this  business  any  more 
than  you  do,  but  you  know  I  must  act 
in  coilformity  to  the  commands  I  have 
received,  and,  come  what  may,  the  di- 
recitiohs  I  hav6  received  from  captain 
Hacco  shall,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
be  by  mfe  fkithfully  followed.  I  have 
his  orders  to  deliver  my  prisoner  to  your 
safe  keepihg,  and  to  request  you  will 
take  fitting  care  of  him,  so  hie  escape 
not ;  but  touch  not  his  life  till  ye  hear 
farthfer  from  us,  unless  he  attempt  to 
flee,  in'  which  case  I  need  not  tell  ye, 
spari^  ncJt  to  sacrifice  him  to  our  joint 
safety.'^ 

•*  You^  itiay  rest  content  1  shall  not 
.  statid  riice  ott  such  an  occasion.'* 

"  Say  then,  are  you  willing  to  receive 
my  ptifettbei*  on  the  terriis  I  have  stat- 
ed?* 

D  a  "  Why, 
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"  Why,  yes,  I  will  take  charge  of  him 
at  all  events,  since  so  it  seems  it  must 
be.  But  come — I  hate  talking  without 
something  to  moisten  my  pallet,  and  a 
cup  of  this  eau  de  vie  will  do  us  both 
good," 

Upon  this  he  reached  from  a  small 
oaken  cupboard  a  huge  bottle  and  two 
cups  of  horn,  with  the  contents  of 
which  he  and  his  guest  regaled  them- 
selves for  some  time.  At  length  the 
lieutenant,  whose  carousals  never  caused 
him  to  forget  the  business  he  had  ih 
hand,  reminded  him  that  they  had  no 
time  to  lose,  saying — "Midnight  ap- 
proaches quickly,  monsieur,  and  by  the 
break  of  day  I  must  again  be  at  sea : 
we  have  business  of  pressing  occasion  to 
execute,  for  which,  if  it  had  not  been, 
this  youth  might  have  been  stowed  on 
board  the  Gosshawk." 

"  I  wish  he  had  been  so,  with  all  my 

heart; 
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heart ;  but  since  things  are  as  they  are, 
it  is  vain  to  repine." 

Keginald  and  his  conductors  then 
quitted  the  apartment,  and  passing 
through  the  door  by  which  they  had  en- 
tered the  house,  regained  the  glade  of 
the  forest,  and  rejoined  the  two  men 
who  had  been  expecting  their  return  on 
the  outside. 

The  lieutenant  again  directed  these 
two  to  remain  for  him  where  they  were, 
saying — **  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
you  may  expect  me  again."  He  then 
addressed  himself  to  Reginald,  telling 
him,  as  long  as  he  continued  between 
himself  and  his  friend  Becass,  he  was 
safe ;  but  that  the  moment  he  attempted 
to  quit  their  side,  his  life  was  forfeited 
to  his  folly. 

These  three  personages  then  set  for- 
ward once  more,  and  taking  what  ap- 

D  S  peared 
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peare^  to  be  one  of  the  na^rpw^t  apd 
most  unfTequente4  tracks  of  the  fpi^esti 
soon  lost  sight  of  the  house  of  the  keep- 
er, and  found  them  buried  in  the  isilvan 
recesses  of  the  embowering  frees. 

Through  a  long,  crooked  j^tyenue  of 
lofty  trees,  between  the  clus;tere4  leaves 
and  branching  boughs  of  which  the 
moonbeams  darted  their  3Uvery  ^d 
chaste  light,  and  afforded  them  just 
guidance  enough  to  prevent  their  ))eing 
bewildered  in  the  ^lopm  of  the  sha^y 

coverts  by  which  they  weje  on  sM  sides 
surrounded,  these  twp  r^mons^less  ruf- 
fians proceeded  with  th^^r  unwiUing 
prey. 

The  conversation  which  we  hfiYP  just 
described  -as  hgving  t^k&n  {^ce  IP  the 
house  of  one  of  them,  had  gwefttly  in- 
creased the  anxiety,  not  to  say,  alarm 
and  dread;   for  who/  witlipuf;  faeling 

alarm  and  dread,  we  ro»y  .^k,  cfx^i 

quietly 
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qnieiiy  mt,  and  hear  his  life  and  death 
deboled  on  and  settled,  by  two  sueh 
blood-lAiirsty  miscreants  as  Becass  and 
Kelstone  ?  It  had,  in  a  great  measure, 
^npated  the  ideas  he  had  entertained, 
and  the  notions  by  which  he  had  sup- 
ipoited  his  spirits,  from  a  knowledge 
ibaft  it  was  not  the  intention  of  his  ori- 
ginal captor  to  deprive  him  of  his  life ; 
fer  though  it  oorroborated  what  he  had 
originally  learnt  of  their  intentions,  it 
shewed  him,  at  die  same  time,  that  the 

* 

execution  of  them,  was  entrusted  to 
people  Who  were  unwUUng  to  be  em- 
ployed  in  any  thing  short  of  bloodshed 
and  murder,  and  who,  so  that  they 
oould  secure  the  ransom  which  it  was 
meant  slKmld  be  demanded  for  his  re- 
lease and  restoration,  before  they  were 
required  to  release  and  produce  him, 
would  be  but  little  concerned  in  execut- 
ing their  part  of  the  contract  with  his 
pu[«ent8,  and  would  most  probably  im- 
molate him  to  their  views  of  security 

D  4  from 
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from  detection  and  punishment,  or  very- 
likely,  in  the  mere  wantonness  of  power, 
and  carelessness  of  the  lives  of  others. 

These  suppositions  weighed  heavily 
on  his  feelings ;  he  had,  till  the  moment 
we  have  just  alluded  to,  indulged  him- 
self in  the  hopes  of  speedy  liberation, 
and  in  day-dreams  of  the  happiness  he 
should  experience,  in  relating  to  his  pa- 
rents and  Alison  the  adventures  in 
which  he  had  been  plunged,  and  the 
perils  from  which  he  had  escaped;  he 
now  saw  with  grief,  with  horror,  and 
with  dismay,  *  that  his  liberation  was 
more  distant  than  he  had  at  first,  and 
till  the  present  moment,  anticipated,  and 
in  short,  that  it  was  very  problematical 
whether  it  would  ever  take  place  at  alL 
— "  Oh,  my  beloved  parents  T  exclaimed 
he,  internally,  "  am  I  then  never  again 
destined  to  behold  you,  and  to  receive 
from  your  venerable  hands  those  bless- 
ings, under  the  influence  of  which  I  was 

accustomed 
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accustomed  and  certain  to  prosper  ?  and 
thou,  my  beloved  Alison,  shall  I  never 
again  behold  thee,  adorable  mistress  of 
my  soul?  shall  I  never  again  be  per- 
mitted to  share  the  delights  of  thy  com- 
pany— ^to  stray  with  thee  kmidst  the 
bowers  and  groves  of  the  seat  of  my  an- 
cestors ?    Shall  I  never "" 

Here  his  reverie  was  suddenly  cut 
short  by  a  dialogue  which  was  com- 
menced between  his  companions,  and 
which  he  immediately  {terceived  had  rc- 
ference  to  himself* 

"  Where  do  you  mean  to  conduct  us, 
Becass  ?  I  hope  our  journey  is  near  its 
termination  ?** 

**  We  have  not  much  farther  to  pro- 
ceed; you  know  the  ruined  chapel 
which  stands  at  the  bottom  of  the  wall 
of  the  convent-garden  ?** 

"  Yes,  I  remember  it  well."* 

"  Well  then  it  is  there  that  I  mean 
to  confine  our  prisoner.'' 

D  3  *•  Is 
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"  Is  it  a  place  of  safety,  and  fitting 
for  his  cprt^in  concoalaient  ?" 

"  Neyer  doubt  it,  mjr  good  f^ow! 
^  that  old  chapel  has  p3ac^  ^nojp^h  in  it 
fo^  the  s^fe-keepiag  pf  a  fiiU  spore  of 
prisoners." 

"  BuJt  are  you  ijiot  afraid  that  the  res 
treat  you  h^ve  pitched  upoQ  may  t)e  vi- 
sited by  the  curiosity  of  some  of  the 
prying  luiaves  who  inhabit  tb?  out3]^rts 
of  the  forest  ?" 

**  Never  fear  them^  I  manage  to  keep 
my  territories  pretty  free  of  yi^tprs; 
besides,  not  one  of  %\^e  fools  dares  tp 
venture,  for  his  weight  in  gold,  sp  near 
the  ruin  s^s  we  now  are.^ 

**  Why  not?" 

''  Becau^,  forsooth,  the  idio^  (tunk  it 
is  Haunted,  and  that  the  ghosts  of  those 
Jby  whom  it  was  fojinerly  inhabited  con- 
tinue still  to  infest  it  with  their  pre- 


sence." 


€€ 


m\  ha!  har 
"  And  I  hav9  encouraged  sucb  beliel^ 

because 
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beflinse  I  find  it  useful  to  my  purposes: 
it  MCUKf  me  a  place  of  retreat  and  (N-iva- 
tyy  and  makes  the  chapel  very  service- 
able on  many  occasions.  I  believe  both 
you  and  Haocohave  found  the  ruin  of  use 
t0  you  on  more  than  one  occasion  ?" 

^  Indeed  we  have,  Beoass,  and  I  hope 
it  will  stand  us  in  good  stead  on  many 
more  occasions  than  the  present 

**  Never  fear :  you  know  I  am  always 
at  ycmr  service ;  you  know  you  may  al- 
ways command  me.* 

^  I  know  it  well,  and  thank  ye  for  it; 
but  tell  me,  is  any  one,  excepting  your- 
self acquainted  with  the  place  in  which 
this  young  iqm  is  about  to  be  secured?'* 

^  No  living  creature  besides  myself  is 
acquainted  with  the  place  in  which  I 
intend,  this  very  night,  most  safely  to 
lock  him  up :  you  know  I  am  not  ^ 
n^an  veiy  apt  to  make  uQneoessar}'^  con- 
fthnts  <^  my  secrets.'" 

''  I  know  it  weU.** 

**  Neidiar  have  I,  on  this  occasion, 

D  6  any 
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any  wish  to  do  so ;  rest  satisfied,  there- 
fore, that  that  with  which  you  have 
charged  me  shall  be  safe  in  my  keep- 
ing" 

Kel^tone  muttered  his  acquiescence, 
and  they  continued  to  walk  forwards  at 
a  smart  pace. 

In  less,  however,  than  five  minutes 
their  progress  in  a  direct  line  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  small  stream  or  rivulet,  on 
which  the  moonbeams  played  wantonly, 
silvering  the  rippling  waves,  which  were 
slightly  curled  by  the  occasional:  gusts 
of  wind  that  swept  along  its  surface, 
and  sighed  in  plaintive  echoes  between 
the  thickset  branches  of  the  trees. 

Along  the  narrow  bank  of  this  me- 
lancholy-looking piece  of  water,  they 
therefore  were  com'pelled  to  direct  their 
course,  and  were  ndt  long  before  they 
arrived  at  a  narrow  crazy  plank,  su|k 

ported 
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ported  by  posts  of  tlie  same  worn-out 
and  fragile  materials  as  itself,  and  which 
appeared  more  like  a  trap  to  engulph 
those  in  the  waters  beneath,  who  should 
be  venturesome  enough  to  trust  them- 
selves to  its  support,  than  a  bridge  de- 
signed to  cany  them  safely  to  the  oppo- 
site bank. 

In  spite  of  its  uninviting  appearance, 
and  obvious  want  of  repair,  over  it  they 
all  three,  with  some  little  difficulty,  con- 
trived to  pass,  the  planks  crea)cing  be- 
neath them,  and  bending  with  their 
weight  to  the  very  sur&ce  of  the 
stream. 

No  sooner  were  they  safely  over  than 
the  verderer,  again  addressing  himself 
to  the  seaman,  exclaimed«^*^  No  one 
durst  pass  that  plank  but  myself,  for  on 
this  side  of  the  waters  the  boors  of  the 
neighbourhood  maintain  the  devil  him- 
self 


40  TSBR  wiBMa>  mmwr. 

4df  wigm  kfd  paiamoctiil;,  and  hMs 
hJB  Q»i4iug)lft  g»mbeb  ifith  hk  imps.'' 

^^  If  wbat  ijiey  maintoin  be  true,  I 
m^  him  not  lUa  abode;  but  say,  is  not 
thtA  th^  ^fd  it9df  vhii^  I  aoe  befoie 
«»?'' 

'^  Ypu  are  ri^t ;  that,  suve  enough, 
is  the  diapel,  and  here  our  journey 
ends.** 

At  th^^  WMd$  Reginald  raised  his 
eyw  fy^iu  lAf3  ^mindt  on  which  he  had 
fof  8m9»  tirae  been  obliged  to  diveet 
thew*  in  ordpir  to  secure  to  his  footsteps 
a  i^fe  patb  l&eough  the  numeaeus  hmm** 
bles  and  stumps  of  trees  with  whidh  die 
place  was  literally  covered,  and  prevent 
Srom  stu«(bliiig,  and  beheld 
a  few  swda  of  him  the  buiidiBg 
which  had  caS^  forth  the  query  o£  Ueu» 

Tb(3  mdon  dms  noir  liiing  bigUi  in 

the 


sc¥iKf4  i^  9.  simglp  f^anfi^  ppuna4  ^ 
vf\iffh  pow«r  'Of  ito  ))e«iw  »p(ut  tte  fifth 

in  golden  lustre  in  the  ethereal  fstpdOf^ 
above  his  head,  and  deep  and  solemn, 
m4-t*^y  f^f^  (BtUlw^  P^xvjid^  the 

w\¥}^  ;o«n^  4illEysing  »  spm^  of  sufh^ 

]im^Y  tb^ugb^  tl)#  fflr«s^ 

b(p,  he^  ^tj^e4  ^y  <JWJwe»it  wnwft- 
Tgjp9'i^  ibw  tl»p9^  ^J  vb9f»  be  wna  sit- 
!0pd^  ;p.^piuM  wi9tM  k^9  b^en  tb^ 
H^,  V  ^9fe?ni^il^e  vrjjth  4i9lM  tb? 

jgH^  ao4  tp  bay#  j^lit  pjlea^mifi  i];i « i^<x%- 

ijwriwJi  vi#  i»  i^  %wy  pw*M.  Eyw 

undfiY  thiP  D^fitxaiot  witb  which  hie  he^ 
i^i^.i^  wa^9  ^e  j}^«|,^l^lWJi  to  b?  ippr 

most 


64  THE  WI^ABD  FEIEST. 

most  horrible  and  indefinite  character, 
yet  still  he  could  not  behold  its  outline 
and  extraordinary  architectural  beauties, 
without  sensations  of  wonder  and  com- 
mendation. 

The  ruined  diapel  of  Notre  Dame, 
"  now  smiling  as  in  scorn'*  of  what  it 
had  originally  been,  and  at  the  ravages 
which  time  and  desertion  had  wrought 
upon  its  pristine  excellence,  was  not 
a  building  of  very  large  dimensions, 
though,  in  consequence  of  its  exact  pro- 
portions, and  the  circumstance  of  its  be- 
ing viewed  by  moonlight,  it  seemed 
considerably  more  spacious  and  lofty 
than  it  really  was.  It  was  constructed 
in  the  richest  and  lightest  style  dT  Go- 
thic architecture,  and  so  fi^gile  did  tiie 
reeded  turrets  and  curiously-carved  sum- 
mits of  the  conical  spire  or  lanthom  of 
shattered  roof  appear,  that  to  the  build- 
er of  the  massjr  piles  of  more  modem 

days. 
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days^  it  would  have  seemed  the  work  of 
elfish  hands,  and  not  the  production  of 
beings  so  coarse  and  clumsy  as  himself. 

The  triumvirate  entered  the  chapel 
by  a  small  postern,  situated  in  one  side 
of  the  building,  the  principal  entrance 
being  entirely  choked  up  by  the  ruins 
of  part  of  the  roof  which  had  fallen  in, 
and  a  promiscuous  heap  of  all  sorts  of 
weed,  briars,  and  ivy.  In  the  interior 
of  the  place,  darkness  and  stillness  held 
unresisted  sway,  and  obliged  the  fores- 
ter to  have  recourse  to  something  more 
powerful  than  the  light  of  the  moon, 
which  here  and  there  glinted  through 
the  broken  and  ivy-twined  windows,  to 
dissipate  the  gloom  by  which  they  were 
surrounded,  and  enable  him  to  penetrate 
in  safety  to  the  place  of  which  he  was 
in  search. 

Monsieur  Becass,  however,  was  a  man 
who  never  failed  to  be  provided  against 

exigencies 
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eMgmai^  of  t)»is  natoi^  He  ii 
atolj  produced  two  linkci^  «Bd  4i»iriDg 
ftrrtb  ajt  the  ^ame  time  &om  his  podcet 
a  tinderbox  and  flint,  he  was  not  long 
i;^  p];odaeii\g  ^  light. 

He  tbw  gave  one  of  the  flamixig 
J^^^hes  to  the  lieatenant,  and  holding 
th?  i^b^r  in  we  of  )ii9  hand^*  with  the 
x>th^  he  FPqghl^  aeised  yott^gCutts  by 
the  oollair,  and  his  example  being  in- 
ra^dlat^lj  foUowed  &y  his  eomrade  in 
iniquity^  these  two  laiscvemts  eon^naed 
tp  dn^  after  ti^em,  in  ifite  o^  bis^^tnig- 
gles  and  rewtanee*  tb^  IndignaaM:  victim 
of  tbeir  de]uiq;uei9f^  and  dwmg. 

The  lurid  light  pf  the  blasting  tpfeches 
glared  partially^  and  mth  rmomtk  ef- 
fyct,  upoi)  the  aurrpunding  otgecta, 
shewing,  by  the  illumination  which  they 
caused,  the  mutilated  and  broken  sta- 
ti)§s  of  the  faints  m^  nmrtyr^  by  the 
fiMV'tity  ^  wbos9  ppew^joe  the  ^lem- 

nity 
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nity  of  the  plaice  bad  heen  originally 
enl^^^cedf  and  on  ihe  mouldering  mio- 
njum^x^t3  wd  .effigies  of  hmeE^oxs  to 
tJxe  <5o;ayent^  by  wlv>ni  its  possep^ons 
ha4  h^n  enleffged^  md  it9  iffljpontance 
secured. 

Their  benefactions,  and  probably  their 
very  name$,  were  now  forgotten  by 
those  who  were  now  tjie  owners  of  the 
very  pQssessions  of  which  they  ha4  pace  ^ 
bepn  tjhe  pjipprvetop:®,  afld  the  iw?ges 
i^hicb  the  grsatitudecrf*  past*g*S>  f9  tiMir 
own  canity  and  munificence,  had  ^a^f^d 
to  perpetuate  their  namesy  and  holy 
liberality  and  zeal,  were  fest  following 
the  moulderii^  carcases  of  those  tb^y 
wene  intended  to  represent 

Over  heaps  of  rubbish  and  aecumu* 

lated  vegetatiotj,  with  whiph  the  hraki^n 

pavement  of  tfee  ediBce  wa?  everywhere 

obstructed  and  defiled,  th^  v^rxlerer  wd 

the  piwte  fpfced  th«ur  unwitting  priso- 
ner 
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ner  along,  nor  stopped  till  they  had, 
with  considerable  difficulty,  surmounted 
the  obstacles  opposed  to  their  progress, 
and  gained  at  length  what  had  once 
been  the  altar  of  the  saint  to  whom  the 
chapel  had  been  dedicated. 

Here  the  ruffians  paused.  Becass  re- 
linquished his  grasp  from  the  collar  of 
Reginald,  and  leaving  him  to  the  sole 
guardianship  of  his  coadjutor,  began, 
with  the  light  of  the  torch  he  carried  in 
his  hand,  carefully  to  explore  and  exa- 
mine the  pavement  immediately  be- 
tween it  and  the  back  of  the  chapel  it- 
self— a  space  not  above  two  feet  in 
breadth,  and  nearly  hidden  by  briars, 
moss,  and  wild  suckers  and  tendrils. 

After  a  search  of  a  few  minutes*  du- 
ration, accompanied  by  evident  impa- 
tience and  ill-humour,  Becass  discovered 
what  he  had  been  in  quest  o^  and,  with 
an  exulting  grin,  thus  announced  his 

success 
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success  to  his  compeer  in  villainy. — 
"  The  patron  of  this  chapel  be  praised, 
for  having  at  length  discovered  to  my 
eyes  the  stone  trap  of  which  I  was  in 
search  !" 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  say  you  have 
found  it,  for  I  can  tarry  here  but  brief 
space  longer,  friend.'^ 

"  Yes,  yes,  here  is  the  stone,  safe 
enough,  and  nothing  now  remains  for 
me  to  do  but  raise  it  up." 

I  pray  ye,  then,  do  it  quickly." 
Depend   on  that,  master  Kelstone, 
but  it  is  so  confounded  heavy,  that  with- 
out you  give  me  time  to  raise  it,  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  do  it  at  all." 

"  Well,  do  your  best  in  your  own 
way.  You  know  I  cannot  help  you. 
This  fellow,  if  I  lose  my  hold  of  his  col- 
lar, will  give  us  the  slip ;  and  both  I 
and  you  shall  have  had  our  journey  for 
our  trouble,  and  find  we  have  come  here 
on  a  fool's  errand." 

"  I  can  manage  without  your  assist- 
ance. 


(6 
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ance.  Keep  thertfbre  firmly  hold  of 
yottt*  j>risoner,  and  leave  me  to  take 
care  df  my  part  of  the  business." 

So  saying,  he  stuck  his  torch  upright 
in  otte'  of  the  numerous  diinks  of  the 
brdketi  flooring,  and  bending  towards 
the  earth,  forced  his  hands  underneath 
the  edge  of  the  immense  stone,  at  which 
he  had  been  with  one  hand  only  tug- 
ging and  pulling  without  success  for  rtie 
last  five  minutes;  Having  got  a  firm 
hold-  of  the  weighty  slab  of  marble,  he 
applied  to  it  the  full  strength  of  his 
sinewy  and  muscular  fi-ame  ;  ai^  so 
great  was  its  weight,  that  in  spite  of  all 
his;  exertions  and  straining,  it  was  some 
time  befoi^e  he  could  rear  it  upright  on 
its  end;  and  lay  open  the  aperture  of 
which  it  formed  the  covering. 

The  perspiration  all  this  time  steam- 
ed fi-om  his  sunburnt  forehead^  ahd  ma- 
ny oatbl^  £knd  execrations  against  bis 

senseless 
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sefiseless  antagonist  escaped  his  lips.  At 
lengtb  he  Foared  out)  in  a  tone  of  exult- 
ation and  selj&appkuse — "  I  have  raised' 
ye  at  last— have  I?  Curse  light  on 
those  by  whom  ye  were  digged  from 
the  quarry !  could  they  not  have  con- 
trived a  lighter  covering  for  this  hole 
than  thou  art  ?  but  since  I  have  con- 
quered ye  at  last,  a  truce  with  com- 
plaints !  Come,  Kelstone,  you  and 
your  prisoner  must  prepai^e  to  descend 
beneath  the  altar  with  me,  since  I  have 
at  last  got  this  grim  doorway  open." 

T\^e  person  to  whom  he  addi'essed 
hindself  accordingly  advanced  to  the 
verge  of  the  dark  aperture  which  the 
removal  of  the  stone  laid  open  to  his 
view ;  and  bidding  his  torch  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  light  proceeding  from 
it  fell  directly  on  the  interior  of  this 
**  murdejTous  hole,"  and  hoovered  to 
his  own  eyes,  and  to  those  of  the  c^p^ 
tive  Regiaald,    a  succession  of  stone 

steps, 
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steps,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
darkness  ^fith  which  the  lower  part  of 
them  were  enveloped,  seemed  intermin- 
able, exclaimed—"  Where,  in  the  name 
of  the  devil  himself,  does  this  staircase 
lead  to?" 

To  this  powerful  exorcisrii  Becass  re- 
plied— "  That  you  shall  see  in  one  mi- 
nute ;  follow  me,  and  take  care  to  bring 
your  man  with  you ;  we  have  not  much 
further  to  vex  him  with  our  company." 

Keginald  now  earnestly  entreated 
them  not  to  compel  him  to  descend  into 
this  gloomy  and  horrible  vault  (for  such 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be),  but  to  suffer 
him  to  depart,  arid  rely  on  his  word  for 
not  taking  any  notice  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  treated  by  them  and 
their  companions;  or,  at  all  events,  if 
they  would  not  comply  with  his  request 
to  its  full  extent,  to  permit  him  at  least 
to  remain  during  his  confinement  at  the 

house 
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Irouse  of  momiear  Becass,  or  at  wosf 
othef  pboe  of  ofe  cnrtody,  and  not,  as 
it  were,  to  immure  and  bury  him  aUve 
&i  the  Tery  Ixri^eb  of  the  eart^« 

To  every  thing,  however,  which  be 
could  suggest  1>o  tbein^-4o  every  prospect 
of  the  immense  sums  which  he  assured 
th^m  he  would  wlHiiigly  pay  to  them 
for  his  liberty,  the  moment  be  should 
reach  the  abode  of  his  parents,  their  cu- 
pidity ivas  pl'dof^  and  be  was,  aft^  a 
daort  dday,  f(xrced  unwillingly,  and  by 
maito  Ibroe,  to  descend. 

"  No,  no,'*  said  the  lieutenant,  **  I 
have  not  come  so  far  to  be  gulled  at  last 
Noy  no,  young  gentleman,  it  wont  do. 
No  tricks  ^pon  travellers,  if  yim  pieise ; 
to  dome  along  by  ^nr  mean%  or,  by  God, 
\  will  mafke  you  move  by  foul  !*' 

E^naldivaBX^enipelkdtbobey..  The 

rdfitog  and  fcfaehr  prey  desoenijbd  the 
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stone  staircase,  and  were  not  long  in 
reaching  the  place  where  it  terminated. 

This  was  no  other  than  a  vaulted 
stone  passage,  along  which  they  pro- 
ceeded in  sullen  silence,  Becass  leading 
the  way,  and  Kelstone  bringing  up  the 
rear,  the  miserable  object  of  all  this 
trouble  and  solicitude  being  placed  be- 
tween them. 

After  traversing  about  twenty  yards, 
they  came  to  a  sort  of  octagonal  stone 
chamber,  which,  formed  the  boundary 
of  the  passage,  and  into  which  several 
doors  seemed  to  open. 

To  one  of  these  the  warder  of  Notre 
Dame  applied  a  huge  bunch  of  keys, 
with  which  he  had  provided  himself  at 
the  time  of  his  first  setting  forth  on  this 
iniquitous  expedition;  and  at  length, 
after  several  unsuccessful  attempts,  suc- 
ceeding in  finding  one  which  fitted  the 

lock, 
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lack,  he  directly  threw  the  door  open, 
and  all  three  of  them  entered. 


The  chamber  was  in  appearance  very 
little,  if  at  all,  differing  from  those 
monastic  cells  which  are  to  be  met  with 
in  places  of  conventual  abode  and  pri« 
vation. 

It  was  furnished  with  a  wormeaten 
chair,  and  there  were  here  and  there 
scattered  the  remains  of  what  had  once 
been  articles  of  furniture;  in  a  word, 
the  whole  place  had  evidently  been  ori- 
ginally built  and  contrived  as  a  place  of 
penitence,  and  for  the  imprisonment 
and  punishment  of  those  who  might 
render  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  ven- 
geance of  monastic  cruelty  and  sacerdo- 
tal rage. 

In  one  corner  of  this  wretched  dun- 
geon was  a  sort  of  box,  which,  though  it 
had  suffered  much  from  damp  and  time, 

» a  was 
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teas  still  suitidently  ^trdng  ahd  atjiinjur- 
ed,  to  ans\^er  the  pttirp6se$  for  ttrttteh  it 
had  been  first  of  all  contrived,  namely — 
fot  the  purpose  of  convejrirtg  the  allow- 
ance of  food,  with  tehich  thfe  prisoner 
teas  to  be  support€ld,  ifit6  his  prison ; 
and  it  t^as  fi^ed  fbr  th&t  i-e^oti  in  the 
solid  wall,  and  turned  on  a  pivot 

Their  coniluctoi-,  turhiiig  hitntelf  to 
ifeegihald,  now  trdke  silfence. — "  Voutig 
man,  yoa  see  your  fbture  plaxje  of  abode, 
till  rtiy  Worthy  friend  het'e  ^hall  apprise 
liie  that  you  may  safely  quit  it.  Go  not 
to  attemjit  exjioStulation^^I  am  hot  a 
man  with  whom,  ias  you  have  already 
seen,  entreaty  wifl  anywise  ojier^te  to 
the  ifetihquishmetit  of  my  purpoiSl^,  Here 
w'e  rfiall  leave  you,  and  here  yttti  rtiti^t 
remain,  till  it  pleases  those  who  sent  yoti 
to  me  to  order  your  liberation,  which  I, 
as  Well  a$  yoiirtdf,  do  'h6p6  itiiy  W 
fi]pefecKiy,  a^,  till  that  titiieF,  1  sMl  Hkve 
the  ttOiMe  tff  attetidiAfg  to  yoiir  wants, 

and 
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vod  of  daily  bringing  you  yoijir  fopdi 
job  wbicb  J  but  UtUe  delight  in.**  He 
then,  in  company  with  the  lieutenant, 
quitted  the  dtimreon,  carefully  clowns 

K^nald  b^ing  le^  in  perfect  dark- 
ness an,d  stiUnes^  and  being  weariedi 
with  the  dispatch  lyith  wbfch  he  hafl 
been  hurried  from  the  seaooast  to  his 
present  place  of  concealment,  and  seeing 
X^o  wtff  qf  es|cape  fropfk  \hp  duxanqe  }nto 
wbjbcb  he  hf4  been  betrayed^  yyas  feigp 
to  stretch  bis  wearieql  jifah^  i^pon  the 
bare  pftvemept  of  bis  dufigeop,  and  ei^- 
deaTOU^^  by  fi:!eq^ue9t  d^ninge  of  posUipi;, 
to  accppunodat^  his  fnune  to  the  hard- 
pess  of  bis  stubbQj;ii  .coucb»  wd  court  the 
attendance  ,of  Moipbe^  After  many 
unsucceisaful  effort^  be  sucoeeded  in  bis 
juiipose ;  and  after  coQunending  himself 
ti^  Frovid^ence,  fell  iijito  «  distempered 
apd  fey^rMih  slumber. 

E  8  How 
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How  long  his  nap  lasted  he  could 
form  no  opinion  of;  when  he  awoke,  he 
found  himself  cramped  and  chilled  by 
the  hardness  and  damp  of  the  place  on 
which  he  had  in  vain  sought  repose,  and 
he  was  feign  to  get  on  his  feet  as  quick- 
ly as  possible,  in  order  to  avoid  the  ill 
effects  which  such  noxious  prostration 
of  person  might  entail  upon  his  future 
health  and  constitution. 

He  had  been  in  his  present  place  of 
confinement,  as  nearly  as  he  could  judge, 
nearly  twelve  or  fourteen  hours,  when  he 
distinctly  heard  footsteps  approaching 
on  the  outside  of  his  terrific  den,  and  in 
a  moment  afterwards,  a  light  gleamed 
heneath  the  bottom  of  the  door,  whidi 
did  not  fit  very  closely,  owing  to  the  ef- 
fects of  time  on  the  door-frame  on  which 
it  swung.  This  was  immediately  accom- 
panied by  the  harsh  grating  of  the  rusty 
key  turning  unwillingly  in  the  intricate 
wards,  choked  with  dust  and  dirt,  of  the 

primeval 
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primeval  lock  wbioh  barred  bim  from  hU 
freedom.  The  door  was  swung  back  sk^w^ 
ly  on  its  creaking  binges,  and  in  another 
second  the  gaunt  figure  of  bis  gigantic 
jailer  stood  before  him« 

Monsieur  Becass  was,  on  the  occasion 
of  this  visit,  furnished  with  a  lanthorn, 
the  light  of  which  not  being  so  strong 
as  that  of '  the  torches  with  which  him* 
self  and  Kelstone  had  lit  their  miserable 
victim  to  his  wretched  doom,  served 
scarcely  to  dissipate  the  thick  daricness 
of  the  dungeon,  and  enable  his  eyes  to 
encounter  his  expectant  prey. 

One  of  his  hands  held,  or  rather  drag- 
ged after  him,  a  huge  truss  of  dried. fern 
or  straw,  and  hanging  to  the  arm  of  the 
other  was  a  basket,  of  which,  having 
first  secured  the  door  after  him,  and 
shut  hims^lf,  as  well  as  his  prisoner,  in 
the  cell,  he  was  not  long  in  divesting 
himself;  placing  ly)th  that  and  the  straw 

£  4  upon 
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upon  the  floor,  he  proceeded  to  (BfnMid 
thcfqt  the  Utter,  in  the  same  my  as  a 
stable-boy  prepares  tiie  litter  for  his  mas* 
tei^s  steeds,  and  in  the  proseeation  of 
his  task,  thus  vented  his  iU-humour,  and 
bespoke  the  spectator  of  his  sulky  la- 
bour.— *'  Cuvse  light  upon  those  who 
sent  joti  here,  say  I !  the  coin  one  gets 
by  jobs  like  this  repays  but  powly  fiv 
the  trouble  that  they  eost  us." 

^The  trouble  that  I  cost  you,  sir, 
depends  not  on  ray  own  indinaitions."' 

"  Who  said  it  did  ?  does  that  lessen 
the  labour  that  your  presfmoe  oooa^ 
sions?** 

•*  I  am  not  willingly  your  guest" 

^  Not  yon,  truly ;  atili  I  am  ibroedto 
provide  ibr  your  aeQooimoda(tion.'* 

•*  Who  forees  you  ?* 

**  Foneed,  did  I  say  ?  Not  so  exact- 
ly either ;  foree  goes  Imt  «  Uttie  way 
with  i^rre  Beoass,  nor  bueathes  <te 
man  by  whom  ought  by  eompuhieii 
fihaU  be  wrung  from  fne,"* 

«Then 
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^  T^en  wbcsre^i^e  detain  a  person  in 
this  honible  ,abp4e»  fix)m  whose  deten- 
tipn  ypu  havje  notching  \o  gain,  and  from 
which  it  ^e^ms  you  will  get  nothing 
hat  trouble?" 

**  Young  man,  question  iijot  xnyjnO' 
,tiTe3  for  my  ^oppduct :  I  ansyrer  to  no 
one  but  .myself  J^et  .this  .sufiice : '  the 
man  who  ^trqught  you  hither  ha3  been 
Jmg  knpwn  t9  me,  pnd  is  my  friend; 
it:iS'to.;$erye  hiip  that  I  have  underta- 
ken to  be  your  janitor,  and  faithfully 
,  I  mean  tp  perform  ipy  office." 

'*  I  fear  thep  there  remain  §inall  hopes 
of  my  escape." 

^:Of  that  you  need  .never  doubt.  I 
.  ^ye  you  full:Uberty  tp;qttit  me,  if  you 
ton;  bpt,  b^rk  y^f  it  will  be  diffieult 
IN o  living, soul  knpwjs  qf  ^l^is  subterra- 
nean dungeqii,  save  jnyself,  ^d  mine,is  ■ 
a  .vigilaqqe  that  neither  sleeps  ,nor  sluip-k' 
bers.** 

"  J.  am  isorr}'  for.it." 

"  TtkCTe^.msn.yojwJiHsd  is  ro^ 
.     .  E  5 .  many 
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many  a  better  man  than  you  are  has 
rested  on  a  couch  less  comfortable/' 

"  I  am  most  willing  to  resign  my 
claims  to  it,  monsieur  Becass.'' 

"  That  rests  not  with  yourself,  young- 
ster ;  make  therefore  the  best  ye  can 
of  your  ill  luck :  it  might  have  gone  still 
harder  with  you;  it  is  not  the  usual 
custom  of  your  captors  to  be  so  anxious 
for  the  Kves  of  those  who  cross  them 
in  their  machinations  as  they  have  been 
for  yours,  my  friend,.  I  promise  youJ* 

"  I  know  but  little  of  their  customs, 
sir,  and  fortunate  would  it  have  been 
for  me  had  I  known  less,  nor  am  I  anx- 
ious to  be  made  acquainted  with  them." 

**  Humph  F  a  truce  to  dialogue !  with- 
in this  basket  you  will  find  provi^on 
till  I  again  return.  I  bid  ye  not  farewell, 
nor  care  I  in  what  manner  ye  make  use 
of  them ;  brief  space  have  1  for  courtesy 
and  greeting's.  Henceforth  I  shall  give 
your  provisions  througli  this  turning 
box;  my  presence  is,   I  kiiow^  ofious 

and 
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and  hateful  to.  your  sight,  and  I, 
for  my  part,  feel  no  desire  to  listen  to 
your  insolence  and  prating.  Escape 
me,  if  you  can,  but,  till  ye  do,  beware 
how  you  arouse  my  anger  and  re- 
venge.** 

So  saying,  the  ruffian,  whose  irasci- 
bility was  excited  by  the  coolness  and 
half.jeering  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
treated  by  bis  luckless  captive,  retired, 
dosing  the  door  after  him  with  violence, 
and  leaving  Reginald  in  the  same  per- 
fect darkness  wliich  had  existed  before 
his  arrival,,  and  a  prey  to  anxiety,  rest- 
iessnesSy  and  despondency •> 

The  latteir  however  lasted  not  long.. 
In  the  bosom  of  a  man  supported  by^ 
the  consciousness  of  virtue  and  the  doc- 
trines of  religion,,  despondency  gives^ 
speedy  way  to  reliance  on  Providence^ 
and  confidence  that  we  shall  either  be 
extricated  from  our  difficulties,  or  fur^- 

£  6.  nished 
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<ni$lred  witli4itrei^di  sitffident  iotinder* 
^go  them. 

Sudh  T^ras  .the  case  vn&  ItegimM : 
the  natural  istrength  of  iiis  mind,  and 
acquired  habits  of  resigHation  to  ^tbe  di- 
vine will,  soon  enabled  him  to  rally  his 
spirits^  and  esill  Ms  philesaphy  to  hi& 


'With  these  sort  of  flings,  instead  of 
abandoning  himself  to  despair — ^instead, 
like  many  of  the  captives  of  romance,  of 
tearing  his.  hair,  dashing  hiihseTf  upon 
the  gioirnd,  exhatisting  his  lungs  in 
useless  and  incoherent  ravings,  and  per- 
forming a  thousand  other  senseless  an- 
-tics,  he  -began  to  grope  about  the  dark- 
ness  of  faifi  desolate  apartment,  ^o  find 
the  basket  o£  {>rovis]on  'which  Beeaiss 
'had  rbrought  with  him,  and  appease  the 
cravings  oPhunger  and  thirst^with  -which 
•he  was  beginning  to  'be  greatly  oppress 
ed. 

He 
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Hehad^ot  mudh  difficult  in  accooi- 
plisbing  his  purpose,  and  in  asoertaining 
that  the  caterings  of  the  verderer  were 
both  paktatfle  and  i?efreshing,  and  ibr- 
nished  ^n^ith  no  jiiggard  'hand ;  ppohaUy 
-that  worlhy  measured  tiie  neeessUpies  of 
his  priso9er  by  tbe  cravings  of  %is  awn 
voracious  appetite ;  and  haying  quenched 
his  thirst  by  a  copious  draught  of  cider 
from  a  huge  leathern  bottle,  which  was 
amongst  the  contents  of  lAie  ^basket,  he 
stretched  himself  upon  bis  newly-spread- 
eouchy  4o  ]ruminat$  upon,  hisvfate  ^uid 
disasters^ 

Whilst  endeavouring  to  arrange  the 
'litter  on*  w^bieb  «he  was  to  «repo$e,  in  a 
manner  more  compatible  with  bodily 
Gomfert  than  bad  'been  thought  necessa- 
ry by  the  person  by  whom  it-'had  origi- 
nally been  strewed, -his  hand  eamesud- 
denly  in  contact  with  a  substance  mueh 
^harder  than  the  materials  of  which  his 
^bed  was  eomposed,  and  wbieh  he  was 

not 
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not  long  in  ascertaining  to  be  a  dagger 
or  poniards 

Amazed,  and  t^oicing  with  an  intu- 
itive saisation  c£  having  obtained  some- 
.  thing  that  would  be  of  extreme  service* 
ableness  to  him»  Reginald  passed  his 
hand  several  times  backwards  and  for- 
wards along  the  blade  of  the  dagger^  in 
order,  by  such  examination^  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  it  was  rusty,  and  froip 
that  test  to  form  an  opinion  whether  or 
not  it  had  been  long  in  its  present  place 
of  concealment. 

The  blade,'  so>  &r  from  feeHng  nough 
or  rusty  to  his  touchy  felt  uncommonly 
smooth,,  and  he  doubted  not  it  was 
highly  polished ;  and  after  tuiping  over 
the  drcunfistanee  several  times  in  bis 
mind,  be  recalled  to  his  recollection  bis 
having  taken  notice  of  a  similar  instru- 
ment stuck  in  the  girdle  of  Becass,  and 
he  had  little  doubt,  but  that  this  was 

the 
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the  very  identical  weapon  with  which 
that  formidable  rufBan  had  been  armed, 
and  that  it  had  slipped  from  its  us>ial 
place  in  his  belt,  whilst  he  stooped  to 
scatter  the  straw. 

Whether  or  not  he  was  right  in  Ms 
conjectures,  he  felt  to  be  of  little  impor- 
tance ;  lie  carefully  concealed  his  prize 
in  his  dress,  and  resolved,  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  should  offer  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  use  it  to  effect  his  escape  from 
his  incarceration. 

Whilst  these  speculations  were  pass- 
ing in  his  mind,  he  was  aroused  from 
his  reveries,  and  his  curiosity  most  for- 
cibly excited,  by  a  slight  murmuring 
sounds  which  appeared  almost  close  to 
his  head,  as  be  lay  at  full  length  on  his. 
newly-made  couch^ 

In  breathless  expectation,  he  listened^, 
with  the  sUence  of  death,  fiw  a  I'eUim  of 

the 


the  foxmi^  whiQh  /cm^eA  Jm^ifffOMf, 
and  after  fi  ^iiprt  intorval  tii^  w^  if- 
€K$fie^  a{i4  l^ecame  mpment^y  knider 
41)4  m^^ 


The  sounds  to  which  he  was  listening 

yn%\k  sudh  anj^fons  solici^qde,  r^inbled 

.  the  IcinoQking  or  sevatehihg  of  some  oqe 

•  on  tl^  pliier  ride  of  the  oell  in  which  he 

:Was  confined,  find  cy^ed  to  his  ima^'- 

^fttic^  fiDqeans of .eacfy^^of  which amp- 

jm$Pt  bi^KNre  he  h|^  pot  qoot^nplated 

the  possibility. 

«  Iw^l,''  ml  ,h?,  ^*  mjh  ^he  help  of 
;thi8dagg%  wi^l^e  9n  attempt  .to  escape 
fypm  the  thnXdftqm  pf  T^hich  I  p^  mj- 
self  the  yictiin.  I  wiU,  widioi^t  delfiy, 
endeavojLir  to;pieix^:this^jEtoI>^rn  w^: 
I  4fn  ^W£(re  tb^t  ^he  ts^}i  will  he  di$- 
culty  and  that  my  progress  will  be  but 
slow;  but:  Providence  seems:  to  have 
■f^t  thw  Tve(|p<Ma  for  my  .use»  and  by 
titp  /ioun^  I  ji^t  ,iiqw  Ij^rd,  pointed 

out 
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bat  to  me  the  wi^  in  .which  I  a«i  to 
use  it  Perhaps  some  other  victim  of 
the  villainy  of  my  persecutors  is  con-* 
fined  in  these  horrible  vaults,  and  is 
now  endeavouring  to  effect  his  escape, 
in  the  same  manner  aa  I  will  instantly 
set  about  attempting  mine ;  but  jBrst  I 
will  endeavour  to  ascertain  if  any  one  is 
within  hearing  of  my  voice,  though  I 
fear  the  walls  of  this  dungeon  wre  to<> 
aolid  to  permit  me  to  indulge  a  hope 
iSiat  my  feeble  effwts  will  be  in  that  re* 
spect  attended  with  success.^ 

Up<ni  this  he  raised  his  voice  to  its 
highest  posinble  pitch  of  exaltation,  and 
applying  his  mouth  in  t^e  direction 
from  whence  the  sounds  which  had 
given  rise  to  his  soliloquy  proceeded, 
shouted  forth — ^*  So  ho*  so  ho!  be  ye 
fiiend  or  foe,  your  knocking  is  heard, 
if  3rou  are  a  prisoner  like  myself,  reply 
to  me — ^we  nsay  be  useful  to  each  othisr^ 
if  at  liberty,  refese  net  your  assistance 

to 
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to  aid  the  most  miserable  of  beings  in 
the  recovery  of  his.  So  ho !  so  ho,  I 
say !  reply  to  my  call  if  you  hear  me  !** 

These  words  were  spoken  at  intervals, 
and  not  precisely  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  here  written ;  they  failed  how- 
ever of  producing  any  thing  responsive 
to  greet  the  ears  of  their  utterer^  who^ 
after  exhausting  his  strength  in  vain  ef- 
forts to  elicit  a  reply  to  his  shouting, 
.was  obliged  to  desist,  and  rest  content 
with  the  resolution  he  had  already  taken, 
of  perforating,  with  the  blade  of  his 
poniard,  the  wall  of  his  dungeon.— 
"  Perhaps/*  sai4  he,  musingly,  "  the 
noise  I  have  heard,  after  all,  proceeds 
from,  the  scratching  of  rats»  or  some 
pther  vermin  or  reptiles,  by  whom,  I 
doubt  not^  these  places-  are  infested ;  but 
be  they  what  they  may,  they  have  shewn 
me  a  way  by  which  an  escape  is,  accord- 
ing to  my.  notions,  at  all  events,  pos- 
sible.   I  remember  to  have  redd  of  those, 

who, 
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vrho,  being  confined  in  places  somewhat 
similar  to  this,  have,  by  the  assistance  of 
a  mere  knife;  or  instrument  much  less 
adapted  for  such  a  task,  accomplished 
their  enlargement,  and  bored  a  passage 
through  walls  as  thick,  or  thicker  than 
these ;  then  why  should  I  despair  of  suc- 
cess ?  have  not  I  as  great  inducements  as 
any  prisoner  that  ever  was,  or  that  ever 
will  be,  to  wish  for  the  recovery  of  my 
freedom  ?  It  is  true,  the  villains  by  whom 
I  was  dragged  hither,  guaranteed  my  safe- 
ty fix)m  the  sword  of  assassination,  and 
are  perhaps  solicitous  only  about  obtain- 
ing ransom  from  my  parents.  What 
then?  can  I  depend  upon  the  faith  of 
miscreants  like  them,  and  have  I  not 
seen  quite  sufficient  of  the  sea;ruffian, 
Kelstone,  and  this  surly  miscreant,  Be- 
cass,  to  know  that  they  are  inimical  to 
the  intentions  of  their  fellow-villains, 
and  that  they  wish  to  get  rid  of  me  at 
all  events  ?  I  will  no  longer  rest  con- 
.  :  »  tent 


tentvitb  tb«  ««9ifti9iil>  lint  it  is  jOi(f 

ili$9lit  to  bpld  nueip  ^Bjfy  0U9tp47-r-8m>D 
Iwp^  h9vp  J  of  likfoty  ^roiigh  H^^ 


H 
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CHAPTER  lit 


A  daring  pifoC  in  extremity*  DkTbiEN. 

Afteh  utteHng  the  words  with  which 
the  laM  ehflpter  wmluded,  Reginald  set 
to  work  iti  i^vtt^^t,  to  eariry  into  exeea^ 
tion  the  plan  whieh  he  had  formed  in 
his  mind  to  accomplish  his  escape.  His 
first  essay,  likie  most  others,  was  atterfd- 
ed  with  consttdetafaAe  diffiinilty,  and  no- 
thhig  but  the  circumstances  under  which 
he  was  placed  eoutd  hate  ehabled  him 
to.  {Perform  what  lie  did^  and  to  support 
kim  under  ^fae  obstaciles  l^e  bad  to  en^ 
eovmter.  But  he  persistcfd,  and  his  per- 
^ktme&f  'uh&f  &&if^«A  Nduft  hard  feu 

Boun  emrbled  himf  c^nlsideHng  tNt  he 

had  no  light  to  work  by,  and  nothirig  to^ 
durect  bis  zeal  and  assiduity  in  their 

operations, 
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operations,  but  his  own  guesses  as  to 
whether  or  not  he  was  proceeding  pro- 
perly, to  make  a  very  considerable  pro- 
gress in  perforating  the  wall  of  his  dun- 
geon ;  and  when  he  at  length  paused  to 
recruit  his  strength,  by  relaxing  a  certain 
time  from  his  labours,  he  had  the  satis- 
faction of  reflecting,  that  unless  the  wall 
was  much  more  thick  than  he  judged  it 
to  be,  from  having  heard  sounds  on  the 
outer  side  of  it^  be  bad  completed  a  veiy 
large  portion  <^  his  labour. 

Sleep  and  repose  refreshed  his  wea- 
ried limbs,  and  finding  himself,  after  a 
few  hours,  sufficiently  recruited  to  re^ 
commence  his  labours,  he  once  more 
grasped  firmly  the  weapon  be  had  so 
opportunely  discovered,  and  with  its 
point  ^nd  blade  began  tor  p^k  at  the 
inteisticts^Qf  the  stones,  md  remove  the 
mort^  by  which  they  were  cemented 
together. 

..    .  ThU 
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This  task  was  not  so  difficult  to  ac- 
€K>mplish  as  may  be  imagined ;  the  ex- 
ternal coating  of  the  wall  was  composed 
of  a  sort  of  freestone,    cut  into  regular 
squares,  and   firmly  knitted  together; 
but  these,  when  once  removed,  were 
succeeded  by  a  mixture  of  flints  and 
loose  rubbish,  chalk,  and  other  materials, 
of  a  nature  comparatively  slight  when 
compared  to  the  facing  of  the  external 
surface,  and  to  which  they  were  not 
bound  together  by  any  preparation  of 
lime  or  stucco,  but  merely  jammed  to* 
gether  as  firmly  and  compactly  as  iiuch 
substances  were  capable  of  being  com- 
pounded, without  the  addition  of  some* 
thing  fluid  to  render  their  coalition  per- 
feet  and  secure ;   consequently  his  task 
to  separate  them,  though  laborious,  was 
very  far  from  being  insurmountable:  he 
felt  that  life  and  liberty  would  be  the 
reward  of  his  eflbrts,  and  he  exerted 
himself  accordingly. 


In 
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.  In  ToAny  p6Tt»  of  the  iBteticH*  of  the 
lyalli  fke  iraUiish  of  wbieb  it  was  com* 
posed  was  so  loosely  put  together,  that 
in  several  pkoes  cofiaplete  hollows  w^re 
met  with  by  the  indefatigable  Reginald; 
9nd  it.was»  no  doubti  from  this  oircuin* 
fttance^  the  sounds  which  had  firsrt  given 
him  the  hint  to  labour,  in  the  nsanner 
he  was  doing,  for  his  escape  from  the 
clutches  of  the  vill^ous  Becass,  had  been 
aUe  to  penetrate  to  the  miserable  den  in 
which  he  was  confined,  wbidi,  if  the  wall 
had  been  a  complete  piece  of  solid  ma« 
fiK>Beyi  considerinig  its  thickness,  would 
bave  been  impossible :  be  this  as  it  may, 
he  had  at  len^h  the  satisfaction  of  per- 
oelvingt  by  the  nature  of  the  resistance  be 
met  witi),  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  coat^ 
ing  of  the  side  of  the  wall  which  was  iur^ 
tfaest  from  himself,  and  of  knowing  that 
the  blocks  of  stonOf  of  which  that  wiQ 
jl^mposed,  being  once  removed,  he  should 
be  able  to  ascertain  wbfft  lay  beycmd 
the  precincts  of  his  narrow  cell,  and 
i  I  most 
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most  probably  to  obtain  thereby  the 
means  of  escape. 

In  short,  his  perseverance  was  ulti- 
mately crowned  with  success,  and  he  re- 
joiced to  find  that  he  could  at  length 
thrust  his  arm  through  the  hole  he  had 
bored  with  the  poniard,  and  ascertain 
the  exact  thickness  of  the  barrier  by 
which  his  Uberty  was  restrained. 

But  though  Re^nald  bad  done  much, 
much,  perhaps  much  more  than  he  had 
yet  accomplished,  remained  to  be  done. 
The  hdb  he  had  made  was  infinitely  too 
small  to  admit  of  his  body  passing 
through  it,  and  his  labours  at  escape 
were  therefore  at  best  little  better  than 
well  begun* 

His  was  not  a  mind^to  be  daunted  by 
oppositioQ»  or  overcome  by  obstac^e^ ;  he 
saw  .what  was  x^uired — ^he  knew,  he 

YOL.  III.  F  .  '  ha|d 


98  THE  WIZAM)  PElfeST. 

had  no  time  to  lose,  and  he  pushed  his 
work  accordingly  thereto. 

In  the  course  of  it  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  visit  from  the  forester,  "who  came 
to  bring  him  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions; 
but  as  that  personage  faithfully  kept  his 
word,  in  not  entering  the  dungeon  itself, 
but  contented  himself  with  transmitting 
what  he  was  laden  with  through  the  be- 
fore-mentioned turning-box,  and  with 
growling  a  few  curses  on  theh^d  of  his 
victiiti,  he  of  course  remiained  in  com- 
plete  ignorafnce  of  thehaanner  in  whldi 
the  object  of  his  splenietic  malice  was 
employing  h^s'time.     -' '"^        *  ' 


I  ♦ 


«  .'I       A. 


t  ' 


Mten while  the  f  ^Worattbii^t)f  tte  w»ll 
grew  momentarily  wider  antf  iWder,  and 
after  several  ineffectual  struggles,  Regi- 
nald was  able,  *vWfK  ^rfo^\)lh6r'  daniage 
than  torn  clothes,  to 'fof^jglfeWWholcf  of 
his  pieri^ori'througK^  the  gap 'wfiitih  his  iw- 
siduity  and  stren^h  had  made. 

He 
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He  had  no  sooner  accomplished  this 
long-wished^for  feat,  than  he  found  him- 
self in  a  place  as  dark  and  as  still  as  that 
which  he  had  just  quitted,  and  he  b^an 
to  grope  about  with  his  extended  arms, 
in  order  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  into 
what  sort  of  a  place  he  had,  by  his  ex- 
ertions, at  length  arrived* 

Passing  his  hands  for  this  purpose 
along  the  sides  of  the  wall  through  which 
he  had  just  penetrated,  he  was  not  long 
in  discovering  that  he  had  entered  a 
small  stone  chamber  or  cell,  in  shape 
and  dimen^ons  diiFering  but  little  from 
the  one  in  which  he  bad  been  confined, 
and  that  the  doorway  of  it  was  not  fur- 
nished with  any  door  by  which  bia 
egress  from  it  might  have  been  pre- 
vented. 

He  lost  no  time  in  leaving  this  gloomy 
dungeon,  and  passing  the  doorway,  en- 
tered, without  delay,  a  long  and  narrow 

F'  2  passage. 
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passage,  which  terminated  in  a  chamber 
of  much  larger  extent  than  the  former. 

Being  arrived  in  this,  he  began  to  re- 
volve in  his  thoughts  what  course  it 
would  be  expedient  to  pursue,  and  was 
preparing  to  explore  the  sides  of  it  with 
his  hands,  when  he  perceived  a  light, 
shining  dimly  through  what  he  had  no 
doubt  were  the  gaping  crevices  of  a  bad- 
ly^formed  door. 

This  to  the  eyes  of  Reginald  was  a 
sight,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  si- 
tuation in  which  he  was  placed,  the  most 
desirable  in  the  world ;  he  made  the  best 
of  his  way  to  it ;  and  the  disasters  to 
which  he  had  been  exposed  having 
taught  him  caution,  he  used  silence  in 
his  advance,  and  resolved  to  reconnoitre 
through  the  chinks  of  the  door,  ai)d  as- 
certain who  were  on  the  other  side  of  it, 
before  he  ventured  to  proceed  further. 

With 
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With  this  resolution,  and  with  his 
heart  heating  quickly  at  the  excitement 
of  the  critical  situation  he  was  in,  he 
applied  his  eyes  to  the- apertures,  and 
commanded,  without  difficulty,  a  com- 
plete view  of  the  prospect  he  was  solicit- 
ous of  gaining. 

By  the  light  of  the  lamp  which  had 
excited  his  curiosity,  and  raised  his  hqpes, 
and  which  was  suspendjed  from  the  ceil- 
ing, he  perceived  a  narrow  apartment, 
in  the  furniture  and  decorations  of  which 
neither  elegance  nor  comfort  had  been 
consulted. 

In  one  comer  of  this  abode  of  horror 
and  dismay,  for  such  in  truth  it  was,  he 
perceived  the  form  of  a  human  being, 
lying  upon  a  couch  of  the  rudest  and 
most  repulsive  appearance ;  but  whether 
it  was  the  form  of  a  male  or  female  te- 
nant of  the  drear  abode,  he  could  not 

F  3  immediately 
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intmediatelf  aseertahi,  the  position  of 
the  ftguref  and  the  iribadow  of  the  lanip^ 
ivreventing  his  effinrts  of  elucidating 
the  mysteries  hf  wlli<A  he  was  sur- 
round'ed. 

He  was  hot,  however,  long  kept  in 
doubt  on  this  particular ;  the  figure  rose 
from  the  coucb,  and  presented  to  his 
view,  as  far  as  the  ^m  lustre  of  the  lamp 
would  permit,  the  fbtm  of  a  female,  ap« 
parently  middle-4iged,  and  habited  in 
what  he  bad"  no  ddubt,  fhoni  what  he  lad 
learnt  from  books  and  pictures,  weretiie 
conventual  garments  of  a  nun. 

He  perceived,  with  a  shudderhig  sen« 
sation,  that  though  the  apartment  itself 
in  which  she  was  was  small  enough  to 
restrain  the  freedom  of  limb,  and  cramp 
the  motions  df  any  individual  confined 
within  it,  its  present  inmate  whs  stiB 
further  restrained  by  an  iron  chain,  a£> 

fixed 
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fixed'  ta  a  st^ple^  in  the  wall,  and  secured 
Mund  her  widst  by.  a  hoop  of  the  sam? 
metal. 

The  miseraUe  figure  having  arisen 
qomplejt^y  fiiom  the  oQuphi  paced  slow* 
ly  up  and  down  the  small  space  which 
the  limited  length  of  the  chain  by  which 
she  wa«  restrained  permitted  for  her 
fliotionsy.  spliloquizing,  from  time  to 
time,  in.  the  following  words**-'^  Is  not 
tlie  vengeance  of  my  persecutes,  yet  sa« 
tisHed?  can  np  extent  of  sufferings  suf«^ 
fiice  their  inialice».s(nd;|^ut  the  r^yenings 
of  their  bloody  will?.  Well,  be  it  so; 
the  time  may  yet  arrive,  when  vengeance 
shall  be  mine,  and  if  it  should,  most 
fearfully  will  I  repay^.  on  some  of  them 
at  l$9st»  the  per$ecutiQns  they  have  made 
n^e  suffer — 'there  is  coinfort  in  the 
thoughtr  This  hand,''  here  she  shook  her 
clench^  handy  whilst  9  ghastly  grin  of 
e;i9uV|ation  distorted .  hec  pale  features,, 
WfffS  yet;  have  power  tp  deal  destruction 
'  F  4  on 
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on  the  heads  of  those  who  thiiik  them-' 
selves  in  safety  from  my  vengeance,  and 
laugh  in  full  security  at  the  wrongs  and 
degradation  to  which  I  am  exposed. 
Despair,  avaunt!  I  will  not  yield  to 
thee— they  shall  not  find  me  quailing  at 
their  power.** 

She  ceased  speaking  aloud,  but  con" 
tinued  muttering  incoherently  to  herself, 
and  Reginald  could  not  catch  at  the 
sense  or  import  of  her  expressions ;  he 
Could  only  perceive  that  they  were  ac- 
companied with  very  infuriated  gesticu* 
lation,  and  very  varied  contortion  of  fea- 
ture and  muscle. 

In  a  few  minutes  her  soliloquy  ceased, 
and,  apparently  under  some  exhaustion 
at  the  violence  of  her  feelings,  und  the 
nature  of  the  recollections  to  which  she 
alluded,  she  sat  down  in  perfect  silence, 
on  the  edge  of  the  couch  from  which  she 
had  but  a  few  minutes  before  arisen,  and 

Reginald, 


THE  VnZABD  PEIEST.  105 

Reginald,  thinking  he  had  now  a  pro- 
per opportunity  of  announcihg  himself^ 
knocked  gently  at  the  door  of  the  celL 

The  prisoner,  turning  her  eyes  to- 
wards the  place,  inquired,  in  a  voice,  in 
which,  notwithstanding  the  singularity 
of  her  privacy  being  interrupted  by  a 
visitor,  no  tone  of  surprise  was  to  be 
distinguished — **  Who  knocks?" 

Reginald  immediately  replied-—'^  A 
wretched  prisoner,  like  yourself.** 

^  A  prisoner,  sayst  thou  ?  has  then 
the  prioress  more  victims  than  myself 
immured  in  these  dungeons  ?'^ 

**  That,  lady,  is  beyond  my  knowledge 
correctly  to  answer;  but  with  regard  to 
myself,  I  am  not  the  prisoner  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  you  have  alluded.** 

**  How  1  are  you  not  a  prisoner  of  the 
convent  ?** 

♦^  No^  lady,  I  am  not** 

"  By  whom  then  are  you  here  con- 
fined?*' 

y  5  •'By 
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^  By  a  peiMii  who  is»  I  believe/  Ae 
keeper  of  tbe  fofest^^Notre  Dame— ty 
one  mon^enr  Beeats.^ 

**  Becass !  the  dianicter  of  that  iiiis> 
creant  I  am  no  stranger  taJ* 

^  It  is  he  then  fay  whom  I  am  here 
impfrooned«r 

**  And  wherefore  has  he  imprisoiied 
jrou?^ 

*^  The  narrative  of  the  events  of  which 
I  have  lately  heea  die  henv  and  of  the 
strange  vicissitudes  to  which  I  have  late- 
ly been  exposed,  is  &r  too  long,  lady, 
to  be  related  in  my  present  drenm- 
stances.  I  have,  by  the  help  of  a  dag- 
ger, which  I  have  here  in  my*  breast, 
broke  through  the  vrsAl  of  the  dungeon 
in  which  the  villain  I  Imve  just  men- 
tioned to  you,  had,  with  the  assistance 
fyf  others  as  villainoua  as  himself,  sno- 
ceeded  in  casting  me.  In  searching  a- 
mongst  these  vaults,  ia  hopes  of  disco- 
vering some  opemng  that  might  lead 
me  to  liberty  and  the  surfiu^  of  the 

earthy 
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earth,  %  W9§  I|t1intcte4  to  yojor  door  by 
tbe  light  whj^ll  is  eioitt^d  by  your  lamp 
tlm>ogh  its  ]pi|}uiQrpiii6  hpk^  and  chinks, 
and  I  despair  noil)  of  b^iqg  ftULe  to  effect 
my  object:  l^ut  say,  can  I,  in  my  ipan- 
ner,  be  of  assistance  to  yOuirself  ?    You 

may  rely  Qn.to4»  Wy*" 

The  Ifwljf  tastwitiy .  rfpjijed-^"  Now 
ftte  be  praised  foi>  Xhis  I  Yes;  strange, 
whosoever  yoivdre^  I;  wiU  confide  in  you. 
Yes,  yofciimay,  it  ypA  wHl  follow  iny 
advice,  ^eg^iii  >  hofcl^  youp  own  liberty* 
and  j^so  jcestore.  tne  t(J  wine," 

■MJtltvy  l^y  ?  be  biSe^I  will  foUow 
your  dire<Jti<*is/*     *      / 

.!f  Tbfaa  b&  ftttenlfiv^*  to  my.  words." 
,  M/«p  B^rr-I  pi«y/you  ph»0edpv 

fffi»QW'thm  th^il  am  here  enchainT 
d4  t^  yif^tunv  <^  pri^tly^  malice  and 
]>iildfhT-itf^imt^^  wh^refor^;  neither  does 
it'  »lgftifS'>trt  '.thft^  to  Jttiojiv^  who;  I  may 
}^-^j^w^9(^f  Ake^tm^rl^of  Notre  Dame, 
£lMer>  Whod0>i9ad^&.  i  th^s^^aults  are  sir 
tOtitad^ i'^  ^  ^%'  6h^  and  wr^s 
Ml;  k6  her 
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her  vengeance  on  me  in  the  way  you 
see.  'Now.  mark  what  I  am  about  to 
plan,  and  my  contrivanoe  shialt  extricate 
both  you  and  me  from  the  gripe  of  those 
by  whom  we  imfifer  this  oppression." 

"  Proceed^  lady.'* 

"  In  the  course  of  hal&an-hour,  as 
nearly  as  I  cati  judge,  for  time  passes 
with  me  in  such  monotony,  that  it  is 
witli  difficulty  I  guess  the  stages  of  its 
transit,  the  nun  Agatha,  a  widced  mi- 
nion of  the  will  of  the  prioress,  and  by 
her  appointed  to  the  office  of  my  jailor, 
will  be  here,  io  fitrm^h  me-  whh  such 
coarse  articles  of  food  as  are  allowed  me; 
and  talTfit  me  with  her  malick>us  gibes 
and  reproaches.  When  you  perceive 
her  coming,  do>  you  retire  irom  whence 
you  came,  so  she  perceive  you  not ;  suf- 
fer her  to  ei;kter  AHy  cell  ^  then,  whm  I 
shall  gi^  yolr  tlie  signal,  which  shall  be 
by  clapping  my  haftM&'^^husr,  nish  in 
upon  hen  ^he  \<rift  be^^Mty  oret^pow^ 
ered^  gain  frcMn^  her  tlb  %igy  by  whick 

this 
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this  li06p  is  fastened  rotmd  my  wai6t>*- 
release  ine~*we  will  then  make  her  take 
my  places  and,  truift  me,  our  escape  is 
ceirtain." 

**  Your  words  shall  be  obeyed,  doubt 
me  not,  lady.^ 

'*  Good !  saidst  thou  not  thou  hadst  a 
dagger  ?" 

"  I  have  it  here." 

"  Be  careful  to  preserve  it — ^it  may  be 
useful-— ^Bttt  hark!  hearest  thou  no 
footstep  ?•• 

"  I  do— 6ome  one  approaches.*^ 

"  Fly !  fly !  it  is  Agatha." 


Reginald  delayed  not  immediately  to 
follow  her  advice^  with  all  the  celerity 
he  could  summon  to  his  assistance ;  and 
^  was  well  tor  him  her  superior  (piick^ 
ness-  of  ear,  or  rather  coolness,  had  en- 
abled her  to  hear  the  approach  of  her 
jaik)V  iifaie  enougb  to  ^ve  htm  warning 
to  pro^de  &r  his  retreat,  for  so  intent 
had  h^  been  on.  the  plan  of  escape  which 

she 
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sbrww  detailMg  to  hinit/ithat  be  had 
bandy  tim^  to.  gaia  the. namnr  atoiie 
passage^  wfaioh  led  to  lii^:  owd  glooniy 
dungeon,  and  conceal  himself  in  the  ob- 
acuiity  c^ito  shadottFs,  when// he  beheld 
the  person  who  had  cauSed^  the  afeim 
advance.: 

She  was  a  woman  of  tall  tandr  haggard 
appeacance,  in  age^  aa  neaiSy  as  be  could 
judge,  full  fifty,  but  of  a  strong  and 
stubborn  frame,  and  features  whese  pri- 
mitive ugltness^?^^'  ^l^^'hand  of  time 
to  add  ought  to  tbdr  re^ulsitoebess<^  ' 

B!ec  dres9»;!the  hlibit  of  !»!  professed 
si^ei!  of  tKe  rigid  osder^^C'St.  iRenediot; 
pns  n^vOfjiOubtoot  to  kas^n^the  twnt  of 

ntitui!al<gni^/;.prin6uiid)aGtd  mdlow/tbe 
hfird  obtjine  >o£  her  <havp  andi^ui^raious 
counteriano^  In .  one  hdndt  she  Hsirskd 
a  baaket,.  which  waiseteneetiicedibYiR^ 
gimdd  to  oontun  *  the.; itinfied^mefd  of 
her.  priao&er.;  ia:tbe^clther.»isbei  held  a 

flambeau, . 
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flsuQobeaUs  the  %bt  g[  vrfaich  fell  full 
xxpfm  her  person,  and,  connected  with 
the  mission  on  which  she  was  deputed, 
gave  her  an  appearance  somewhat  infer- 
nal and  terrific. 

It  was  easy  to  see  that  she  was^  far 
from  being  displeased  with  the  task  she 
had  in  hand;  and  indeed,  from  her  whole 
appearance,  and  a  peculiar  aspect  of  ma^ 
levolenee  and  cunning  which  larked  in 
her  small  peering  grey  eyes,  ^  very  tyro 
in  physiognomy  would  not  haye  been 
mistaken  in  deciphering  the  worthless- 
iiess  and  spite  of  her  character. 

In  the  meantime,  without  at  all>  sus^ 
pecting  that  her  motions  were  watched 
by  a  determined  i^sail^nt,  and  that  a 
plot  had  been  hatched  to  circumvent  her 
malignity,  and  make  her  Sbel  in  her  own 
periEJon  the  pangs  she  was  in  the  liabit  of 
infliotiag  »pon  others,  she  advanced  ia 
pa:lect  security  to  \he  door  of  the  ^art^ 

ment 
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xnent  of  her  prisoner,  placed  the  basket 
on  the  floor,  and  drew  from  it,  without 
delay,  a  bunch  of  keys,  and  applied 
them  to  the  keyhole  of  the  rusty  lock. 

The  door  yielded  after  a  slight  effort, 
and  the  nun  Agatha  (for  it  was  she)  en- 
tered. Reginald  now  advanced  on  tip* 
toe  to  the  door,  awaiting,  in  breathless 
expectation,  the  precoiicerted  signal,  on 
which  he  was  to  advance,  and  secure 
the  person  of  her  who  had  just  vanished 
from  his  eyes. 

He  had  scarcely  gained  his  post,  when^ 
he  distinctly  heard  Agatha  utter  the  fol- 
lowing words,  in  the  tones  of  triumph- 
ant malice  and  vulgar  exultation — '*  So 
ho,  my  dainty  madam !  how  fares  it  with 
your  ladyship  ?  No  answer — umph  J  I 
have  here  fresh  fare  for  your  squeamish 
appetite ;  but  my  labour  in  coming  here 
'might,  I  perceive,  have  been  spared— 
you  have  not,  I  see,  consumed  the  meal 

which 
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which  yesterday  1  brought  you.  The 
dainties  of  our  order,  I  suppose/ are  not 
according  to  ydtrr  tatte  ?  Still  no  answer  ? 
nay,  never  frown  and  pout,  woman,  or 
you  may  chance  to  be  the  worse  for  it. 
We  have  both  ways  and  means  of  mak- 
ing such  as  yourespdnd  to  our  inquiries, 
and  I  give  you  fidr  notice,  you  shall  taste 
our  discipline  ere  long,  if  thus  you  mock 
me  wilii  contemptuous  silence;  your 
bellbwings  will  not  be  heard  by  any  biit 
those  who  know  the  secret  of  them,  and 
you  will  find  small  mercy  at  my  hands. 
Answer  me— how  like  ye  my  catering  7* 
'*  As  little  as  I  Hkfe  yourself.^ 
*•  I  doubt  it  not ;  nevertheless  we  are 
likely  'to  become  old  acquaintances,  and 
time,  no  doubt,  will  reconcile  your  pa- 
late to  thW  Which  it  now  loaths." 
^^  I  dioubt  both  the  one  and  the  other 

•    •  • 

of  your  assertions.^ 

"Indeed  \   You'll  find  though  that  I 
am  right--I  rarely  mistake  in*  my  coh^- 

jectwes.** 

"I  say 
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^  I  89y.  yoa  are.^istakfflH*' 

"Ami?— how»i?r/  : 

"  Attend^  and  I  ^i^Ul^Q^n^cd.yatt  of 
if »» 

Upon  t))i^,.4l|ie  alftppe4  t«9r. hands,  and 
B^na]4  o?p$t  joyfully  sfiruiig.  through: 
the  iw^^y,^  hfif^t^mv^ 

It  would  b9  a  SAQSit  d^^lti  ij^  not 
an  i«fK)S9ible  J;ask»i  to  paint  the  asto- 
ajhshmeKittf  tbo^  tr^^d^ation,  tho  horror  of 
A^tl|a>  .l^e  s^QfMl  «g}iai^t  at  \fih^  she 
at  firt^  flw^Bed  tp:  be ,  the jqp^t?^  of 
one  of  thef  victi|ii8,;wl}o..had^  in  more 
reisaote  times^  p^h«d;  m  tfae^Ms  dun- 
geons, under  the  rigour^,  of  iponas^c 
cruelty.  Whaleyer  niight  h^ve  been 
her  feelings  or  her  spepul^oK^s^  on  his 
being  so  vneiKpeetted^yjSfescjpted.t^  her 
view,  she  had  not  muob  t^^^  in.  which 
tao  wduJjse  tb^m ;  for  OElqgina]|d|  ^wijtiiout 
a  aK)Bai9pt'srdelgy»;i^09^;>i^i^  bieiv;  apd 
seizing  her  with  one  hand,  so^  tbajt  it 

was 
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was  ifap09flible  for  her  ta  extricate  her-, 
self  from  his  gnsp^  or  make  her  escape^ 
with  the  otheB  he  banded  to  the:  prison^ 
er  the  boBch  ci  keys  whidi  A|pitha  bad 
biiotigbt  with  her  in  the  basket ;  and  she 
was  not  long  in  unfastening  the  iron 
girdle  with .  wbieh  her  waist  had  been 
endrded,  and  r^mning.  h^  freedom. 

All  tiiis  was  but  the  work  of  a  mo- 
ment, and  was  conducted  in  perfect  si«* 
lence,  surprise  and  terror  havmg  so  com- 
fietely  enchained  the  faculties  of  sister 
Agathi^  that,  with  the  exception  of  otm 
long  pierdng  shriek,  she  stood  gaping 
at  what  was  transacting  before  her  eyes, 
in  the  attitude  of  a  person  suddaily  de^ 
prived  of  all  action,  utteranee,  or  capa^ 
dty  of  making  use  (^  her  faculties. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  the  m^er- 
able  prisoner  extricated  herself  from  her 
galling  chain,  than  she  was  the  first 
to  brei^  silence*-^*^  Stranger,"  said  she, 

**  accept 


116  THE  WIZAkD  ?£I£St« 

**  accept  my  sincerest  thanks  for  the' 
great  favour  I  have  just  received  at  your 
hands ;  this  is  no  time  for  compliments 
•^-^ur  wotk  as  yet  is  but  half  completed, 
and  we  have  no  time  to  lose.  Do  you 
help  me  to  secure  this  minion  of  priest- 
ly malice,  and  hinder  her  finom  giving 
the  alarm  to  her  em{doyers,  and  ob- 
structing our  retreat  It  is  fit  she  feel  a 
little  of  the  usage  which  she  has  made 
me  suflfer*'* 

Reginald  fully  concurred  in  lliese  sen- 
timents,  and  with  her  assistance  drag- 
ged the  struggling  and  screaming  Aga- 
tha towards  the  iron  hoop  fix>m  whidi 
her  former  captive  had  just  released  her- 
self. In  spite  of  the  force  she  exerted  to 
escape  from  their  hands^  and  the  pealing 
and  deafening  cries  for  mercy,  and  min- 
gled  threats  of  future  punishment  for 
their  audacity,  which  succeeded  each 
other  in  quick  rotation  &om  her  thin- 
lipped  and  capacious  mouth-— in  spite  ci 

the 
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the  furious  blows  she  aimed  at  her  as- 
sailants with  the  torch  which  she  carried 
in  her  hand,  and  of  which  she  was  not 
without  difficulty  disarmed — ^in  spite  of 
her  resort  to  nails,  teeth,  and  kit^king, 
she  was  at  length  overpowered,  and 
firmly  rivetted  in  the  before-mentioned 
clasp  of  iron. 

Reginald  now  laid  hold  of  the  torch 
of  which  Agatha  had  been  deprived,  and 
which,  during  the  contest,  had  fallen  on 
the  groimd,  where  it  lay  flaring  and 
sputtering,  in  seeming  derision  of  the 
fate  of  its  late  proprietor,  and  the  cap- 
tive whom  he  had  released,  seizing  the 
keys  of  her  late  jailor  and  persecutress, 
prepared  to  leave  the  dungeon  and  its 
new  tenant  As  she  fastened  the  door 
upon  her,  she  addressed  her  in  a  strain 
of  contemptuous  irony  at  her  pre- 
sent situation,  and  in  remembrance  of 
the  insolence  with  which  she  had  con« 
ducted  herself  but  a  few  seconds  beforc. 

"Fare 
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"  Pare  ye  well,  sister  Agatha !  my 
words,  you  see,  were  sooner  verified  than 
your  own.  No  doubt  you  relish  the 
dainties  which  this  basket  contains,  an4 
feel  fully  satisfied  with  the  curious  delica- 
cies you  had  contrived  to  sooth  my  appe- 
tite and  %vants.  This  sftrangerand  myself 
regret  we  cannot  tarry  to  partake  of  them 
with  you.  Farewell!  and  waste  not 
your  lungs  and  breath,  most  holy  lady, 
in  vain  attempts  to  call  the  aid  of  others 
to  your  rescue ;  these  dungeons,  as  you 
know,  and  just  now  said,  betray  no  se- 
crets committed  to  their  keeping,  and 
are  themselves  sole  auditors  of  your  bel- 
lowings  and  fury.  Again  ferewell,  thou 
pious  sister  of  Notre  Daftie  T^ 

The  door  was  then  closed  and  locked 
upon  the  frantic  Agatha,  who,  in  spite 
of  the  advice  just  given,  and  her  own 
assertion  that  what  was  done  in  that 
cell  was  beyond  the  hearing  of  all  per- 
sons not  present,  'tugged  furiously  at 

her 
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herchain»  but  vainly,  and  heaped  every 
species  of  reproach,  cnrse,  and  maledic- 
tion, df  which  language  is  susceptible, 
on  the  beads  of  th6se  who  fled,  at  the 
very  highest  pitch  of  ^  voice  naturally 
loud,  and  naturally  adapted  for  vitupe- 
rative utterance. 

r  ^  , 

Leaving  her  to  the  fate  she  so  fully 
merited,  Reginald  and  his  companion 
made  th^'best  of  their  way  along  a  nar- 
row stone  galtei^,  almost  immediately 
facing  the  one  from*  which  he  had  emer^ 
gid,  when'  he -fi^st' efe^aped  through  the 
Wall  6f  the  ch'amWr  in  Which  he  bad 
beeri  iiicarcferated  hy  Bec^s. 

.1  .  •  •      '.         , ;  >    ». 

^^^'tlrfs'is 'our  way,"' said  his  compa- 
nioti,  ^pbititifig  along  the  'narrow  gallery 
through  which  they  were  directing  their 
course ;  "  I  fully  remember  this  passage 
on  the  Jiight  I  was  dragged  here  by  or- 
der ^  the  guilty  prioress  of  the  convent, 
irf'#W!eH'*the  wretch  we  ^bave  just  se- 
^    '  cured 


ISO  THii  WI^A91>  PRIEST. 

«ured  is  a  niiember.  I  tru$t  we  slis^U,  at 
the  terminatipD  of  it^  meet  with  a  stair- 
case, which  will  enable  us  to  reach  once 
more  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  breathe 
again  tl^  pure  air  of  heaven,  of  which 
our  enemies  have  been  so  anxious  to  jde- 
prive  us," 

"  Say,  lady,  knowest  thou  whither 
that  staircase  will .  lead  us  ?"  inquired 
Reginald. 

**  I  do;  the  ent^rf^nee  to  it. on  the  up- 
per part  is  by  a  strong  door,  which  is 
affixed.  tx>9  find  forays  one  side  of,  the 
pedestal  of  a. broken  statue  of  St  Bene- 
dict, but  so  contrived  that  those  unac- 
quainted with  th^se  vaults  would  never 
suspect  the  entrance  to  them  to  be  where 
. it  is ;  but is{ee !  I  wasoprrept  in  whft  I  told 
you-*^here  is  the  staircase  itself;  now  li- 
berty, I  trust,  is  ours." 

Her  words  proved  true.  Reginald 
and  she.  now  found  tbem/selvi^  at  the 
bottom  of  a  narrow  flight  of  to^H  ao4 

irregular 
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irregular  stone  steps,  which  it  was  not 
without  considerable  labour  they  at 
length  succeeded  in  surmounting,  and 
reached  the  landing-pkce  placed  on  their 
summit. 

This  ascent  being,  however,  at  length 
gained  without  accident,  the  rescued 
lady  applied  one  of  the  keys  to  the  lock 
of  the  secret  door,  which  she  had  told 
Reginald  opened  into  the  side  of  the 
pedestal  of  St.  Benedict,  and  cautiously 
turned  it  in  the  rusty  wards. 

**  Let  us  be  cautious,  lady,**  said  Re- 
ginald ;  *'  some  one  may  see  us  emerge 
from  our  retreat.* 

**  Fear  not ;  this  door  opens  into  what 
was  once  the  cemetery  of  the  convent, 
but  it  has  been  long  since  disused :  a 
frightful  legend,  with  the  particulars  of 
whidi  I  am  not  iiilly  acquainted,  most 
likely  an  idle  tale  devised  by  priestcraft 
to  answer  its  own  purposes,  has  describe 

TOL.  iiL  Or  ed 
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ed  this  cemetery,  and  the  neighbouring 
part  of  the  forest  on  whidti  it  backs,  and 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  wall  and 
tlie  ruins  of  an  old  chapel,  as  having 
been  the  scene  of  murderous  deeds  and 
sacrilege.  They  are,  in  consequence,  of 
bad  repute^  and  by  the  superstitious 
tenants  of  the  convent  and  the  wretch, 
ed  peasantry  shunned  and  avoided^  and 
held  in  full  belief  to  be  the  haunt  and 
rendezvous  of  evil  spirits.  You  need 
not  fear  intruders  on  this-  spot," 

Reginald  here  called  to  recollection 
the  conversation  which  had  passed  be- 
tween B^cass  and  Kel&tone,  on  the  night 
of  his  having  been  conducted  throu^ 
the  forest  to  the  ruimpd  chapel,  and  in- 
stantly p^c^ived  th^t  the  l^nd  and 
belief  alluded  to  by  bis  cowpwiOn  were 
the  same  which  h^  beep  j»entia»ed  by 
B^c^i^  with  suoh  irreveiseiit  and  sdqitic 
levity. 

The 
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.  The  door  was  now  pushed  gently 
open,  and  his  conductress,  looking  cau* 
tiously  through  the  opening,  whispered 
him  to  &dlow  her  and  fear  no  danger. 
-^"  The  worst  part  of  our  perils  is  sur* 
mounted,"  said  she ;  **  the  rest  of  our 
way  will  be  comparatively  easy  of  at* 
ti^nment." 

^^  Lead  on,  madam,  and  doubt  not 
my  being  prepared  to  follow  you ;  and 
now,  fct  I  perceive  the  day  is  about  to 
dawn,  I  will  extinguish  our  torch ;  its 
U^t  is  of  no  further  service." 

'^  Do  so  then,  and  follow  me  in  si« 
lence." 

He  complied  with  her  request,  and 
Iboth  of  them,  passing  over  the  thresh-* 
old  of  the  doorway  in  the  pedestal  of 
the  tottering  mutilated  saint,  emerged^ 
as  it  were^  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
in  which  they  had  been  confined.,  and 
J^^athed  once  more  the  invigon^g  at* 
niosjpliere  of  the  elear  vault  of  heaven^ 

o  a  which 
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which  played  ivantonly   around  tKeir 
feces. 

What  were  the  exact  sensations  of 
the  female  fugitive  at  the  recovery  of 
,  her  freedom  w^  profess  not  to  know; 
with  what  passed  in  the  mind  of  Regi- 
nald we  are  well  acquainted.  His  sen- 
sations were  those  of  the  most  unmin- 
gled  joy  and  exultation;  the  natural 
liveliness  of  his  spirits,  which  had  in  a 
manner  been  nipped  during  the  time  of 
his  imprisonment,  recovered  in  an  in- 
stant their  original  elasticity  and  force, 
and  the  very  physical  circumstances  of 
the  freshness  of  the  morning  air,  and 
the  rustling  of  the  wind  among  the 
trees  of  the  forest,  and  the  chirping 
of  the  birds  by  whom  they  were  inha- 
bited, operated  to  add  an  edge  of  keener 
relish  to  the  pleasurable  sensations  of 
the  moment.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
the  pleasure  which  he  felt,  and  the  ex^ 
ultation  in  which  he  rejoiced,  he  forgot 

not 
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hot  the  Power  to  whom  he  owed  them, 
and  by  whose  mercy  he  had  been  res^ 
cued  fix>m  the  very  jaws  of  destruction. 
He  forgot  not  to  return  thanks,  in  an 
inward  prayer  to  Heaven,  and  felt  re- 
lief and  confidence  from  so  doing ;  and 
following  closely  upon  the  heels  of  his 
guide,  proceeded  to  penetrate  through 
the  briars,  shrubs,  weeds,  and  dank 
grass,  reeking  with  the  dew  of  night, 
to  the  wall  by  which  the  cemetery 
ivas  surrounded. 

On  every  side  of  them  the  surface  of 
the  ground  over  which  they  were  treads 
ing  was  roughened  and  irregular,  with 
mounds  of  earth  and  turf,  and  fragments 
of  brok^sn  gravestones  and  decayed  Cru- 
cifixes, with  which  the  tombs  of  those 
whose  skeletons  lay  rottii^g  beneath 
their  tread,  had  been,  in  former  times# 
hallowed  and  decorated — ^fleeting  com« 
memorations  of  the  virtues  and  piety,  of 
the  fortitude  and  privations  of  those 

G  3  whose 
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whose  fame  they  were  intended  to  hand 
down  for  the  praises  and  imitation  of 
posterity!  They  were,  alas!  no  better 
adapted  than  the  tenants  of  the  sepuU 
chres  themselves  to  render  perpetual 
the  records  of  their  lives,  but,  lHX)lcen 
and  fallen,  served  only  to  obstruct  the 
passage  of  those  who  traversed  the  seat 
of  tlieir  original  erection. 

The  morning  was  beginning  to  break 
over  the  heads  of  the  fugitives;  cloud 
after  cloud  was  vanishing  before  the  pe- 
hetrdrtive  beams  of  the  rising  sun,  and 
warning  them  to  hasten  their  flighty 
whilst  time  was  yet  their  own. 

As  quickly  as  they  could  then  did 
they  make  the  best  of  tiieir  way  to  the 
wall  by  which  the  cemetery  was  sur- 
rounded, and  having,  in  a  very  few 
minutes,  reached  its  side,  they  paused 
to  take  counsel  as  to  the  manner  in 

whieh 
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which  they  were  to  scale  its  height,  and 
how  they  were  to  proceed  when  that 
feat  should  be  accomplished.  Fortu- 
nately for  them,  the  wall  was  not  very 
lofty,  and  being  in  a  very  ruinous  and 
dila{^dated  state,  and  thickly  covered 
with  ivy,  which  twined  in  freakish 
knots  along  its  broken  surfaces,  was  not 
a  barrier  very  difficult  to  be  sul-mounted 
by  petsons  resolutely  bent  <»i  effecting 
their  escape,  and  who  had  just  been 
smarting  under  the  galling  rigours  of 
incarceration.—**  I  apprehend,"  said  Re* 
ginald,  "  our  best  method  of  procedure 
will  be  to  attempt,  by  the  assistance  of 
these  broken  hdles,  and  the  numerous 
branches  of  this  ivy,  to  clamber  up  the 
wall  I,  lady,  can  assist  you  in  your 
aseent,  if  you  deem  it  not  too  perilous 
to  follow  my  counsel." 

"  You  advise  well,  young  sir,"  replied 
the  other ;  ••  I  will  avail  myself  of  your 
asostonoe  willingly :  tome,  let  us  essay 

g4  this 
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this  escalade-^an  obstacle  like    tlus  i» 


soon  overcome." 


Upon  this  tbe  two  fugitives  began  to 
dimb,  with  the  assistance  of  the  tendrib 
of  the  ivy,  and  the  erevicei^  which  time 
and  neglect  had  formed  in  the  wall,  and 
after  some  little  difficulty,  far  too  little 
to  damp  their  ardour,  or  compel  them 
to  desist,  gained  in  security  the  summit 
of  the  boundary  of  the  burial-place,  or 
at  least  of  what  had  originally  been  the 
burial-place  of  the  convent  of  Notre 
Dama 

They  did  not  tarry  on  the  s^pcft  which 
they  had  reached  to  look  around  them, 
or  to  indulge  in  idle  ppepulations  and 
unseasonable  dialogue ;  but  making  good 
use  of  their  agility  and  strength,  the 
lady  being  all  this  time  assisted,  and  in 
a  great  measure  supported,  by  Reginald, 
began  to  descend  the  side  of  the  wall 

fronting 
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fronting  the  open  forest,  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  they  had  climbed  up 
that  which  faced  the  cemetery.  In  per- 
fect safety  and  high  spirits,  they  shortly 
had  the  satisfaction  of  placing  their  feet 
on  the  soil  of  the  woods  of  the  convent, 
and  concealing  themselves  for  a  few 
minutes  in  a  thick  coppice  of  hazels,- 
which  flourished  in  wild  luxuriance 
widiin  ten  yardis  of  the  spot  which  first 
received  them  aflter  their  descent,  com- 
muned with  each  other  on  what  must 
next  be  done. 

Within  ten  yards  of  the  spot  at  which^ 
they  had  scaled  the  wall,  the  deserted 
chapel  already  described  reared  its*  vener-- 
able  head,  amidst  the  giant  trees^  and' 
dwarf  shrubs '-  of  the  forest ;  and  at  a  still 
further  distance,*  the  ruinous  bridge,  and - 
the  stream  over'  which  it  bent,  were 
discernible  by  the  eyes  of  Reginald, 
through  the  blue  mist  which  the  beams- 

G  5^  of 
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of  the  moynuag  aim  w^^^  b^iinniog  to 
HsfeKse^r-^  Jjady/"  said  he^,  ^'  what  do 
you  propose  doiog  ?  I  am  myself  a  per- 
fect stranger  m  these  paits;  you  are 
perhaps  better  aequauited  thaa  t  Bssa 
with  this  fovest  and  its  preciii^s«--aay 
tben^  which  way  shaU  we  direct  our 
course?'* 

"  Stranger,*  replied  she,  "  my  know- 
ledge of  this  forest  is  hut  in&Bg ;  not 
know  I  which  way  the  wiAdii^  of 
these  numerous  paths  niay  lead  to:  we 
haye  however  no  time  for  hesitation  or 
delay,  but  must  set  forward  instantly, 
aod  trust  to  fortune  and  to  fate  to  guide 
uis  rightly  on  our  journey;*' 

^  Had  we  not  better  delay  setting  out 
tiU  nightfall?  The  rascally  ranger  of 
the  forest^  Mr.  Becas^  will  be»  most 
likely,  pursuing  hia  usual  avocations  in 
these  woods;  and  if  ia  our  i^treat  we 
should  chance  to  meet  him»  he  will  most 
effectually  frustrate  our  attempt-  at  es* 

cape, 
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CBpef  and  most  hk^y  ooteigo  us  to 
qiiatttes  stiU  worte  than  th«e  wfaielil 
vf(B  have  just  now  qjiutted." 
.  ''  The  dangi^r  of  ttieetiag  ,  with  the 
rufiiaR  you  mentioiv/we  must^  in  spite 
of  the  haizards  afttendiug  suob  afi  events 
at  any  mte  essay :  to  temain  iH:  our  pn* 
sent  position,  w  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Notre  Dame,  is  mere  madness^  and 
willi  before  three  hoars  be  paiss^;  bting 
down  desti-ueticMa  on  our  heads.  H^n^!! 
hear  you  not  that  bell?" 

"Ido-" 

*'  That  is  the  matin-bell  of  the  can- 
Tenft,  from  tbe  cemetery  of  which  we 
have  just  emerged.  The  prioress^  wiH, 
no  doubt,  miss  the  attendance  of  her  vile 
minion,  Agatha ;  and  should  she  not  be 
joined*  by  her  shortly  after  the  perforqi- 
ance  of  the  iaagmag  service,,  the  absence 
of  her  guilty.  satJdlite  will  raise  suspi- 
cions inr  hes  Wi^eful  breastj^.  that  son^e^ 
tMrig  adverse  to;  her  fell  deagns  on  me 
detsijinsv  thfe  base  executioner  of  her  man^ 

G.6>  dates^. 
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dates,  and  that  her  plans  are  crossed; 
she  will  herself  se^k  the  solution  of  her 
doubts,  descend  into  the  vaults,  discover 
my  flight,  and  forthwith  command 
search  and  pursuit  to  be  made  for  my 
recapture,  in  every  direction  of  the  fo- 
rest and  its  neighbourhood:  you  may 
judge,  therefore,  whether  or  not  we  have 
time  to  delay  our  flight." 

**  Lady,  I  yield  to  your  representa- 
tions :  our  case  indeed  is  urgent — even 
more  urgent  than  I  was  first  aware  of; 
in  God's  name,  therefore,  let  us  forward 
before  our  flight  is  perceived — we  have 
those  to  deal  with  wha  will  not  use  de- 
lay in  our  pursuit*^ 

So  saying,  the  fugitives  began  to  force 
their  way  through  the  thick-tangled 
grass  and  thistles  of  the  wood,  imd  pass- 
ed  in  safety  the  crazy,  plank  which  was 
stretched  from  bank  to  bank  of  the  sur- 
roimding  rivulet ;  Reginald  leading  the 
way,  and  assisting  the  partner. of  his 

.       :>  ^    '   ,  flight 
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flight  to  support  herself  aloiig  the  tresu- 
cherous  and  uneven  flooring  of  their  un- ' 
^m  pathway :  this  was,  however,  a  tast 
not  much  demanding  his  assistenee ;  the 
mysterious  woman  by  whom  he  was  ac^ 
companied  seemed  to  be  in  possession 
both  of  strength  of  mind,  and  strength 
of  fmme,  much  superior  to  that  which 
is  generally  to  be  met  with  in  persons  of 
her  sex. 

There  was  something  about  this  wo^ 
man,  which,  whilst  it  greatly  interested 
Reginald  concerning  her  escape,  and 
raised  his  curiosity  to  an  uncommon  de- 
gree, to  be  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  her  life,  and  the  circumstances  which 
had  led  to  he?  being  imprisoned  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  discovered  her^ 
most  unaccountably  repelled  all  wishes 
of  becoming  intimate  with  her  ocmcems^ 
and  deterred  him  from  wishing  their  ac- 
quaintance to  be  of  long  continuance. 

•      •     •  .  » 

There 
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.  Tb^e  wete  indeed  momaite  when  he 
almost  regyetted  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  aoeomplish  hki  e^eape  wkhoqf 
msdiing  her  the  partner  €jS  it ;  and  yet 
lie,  at  the  sfEune  time,  £At  a  secret  pne- 
sentiment  that  she  would  be  of  essential 
importance  to  his  futuce  wel&re^  and 
tbat  she  was  modt  strangely  mixed  up 
with  bis^  future  destinatiom.^ 

He  had,  during  their  flight  through 
the  forest^  opportunitiea  of  obserriag 
her,  which,  in  the  hurry  of  tbeir  6rst 
njeeting^  had  not  been  allowed  him ;  and 
he  failed  juot  to  draw  inferences  fit>m 
what  he  beheld,,  commensurate  to  his 
powera  of  judgment  and  knowledge  of 
the  worM.^  But  there  was  in  this  female 
fqgitive  somethir^  of  those  strange  a^ 
spigular  chaiacferistics  of  physiognomy 
aod  extemdl  appearances^  which  would 
haye  pusszled  a  much  more  expero^iced 
reader  of  the  humsn  features  than  he 
was^  to  guess  at  4:he  internal  fomiaticm 

of 


of  die  rntod  and  passkms  of  her  who 
vms  sufafected  to  Ms  silent  semtiny,  or 
fo  dedplier  what  was  pasrang-  within. 
She  was  in  person  taH ;  and,  allowing  for 
the  ravages  of  time,  m^ness,  ill  usage, 
and  grief,  well-formed,  and  perfectly 
erect.  The  features  of  her  face  stiew^ 
rather  the  ruins  of  beauty  than  its  actual 
existence ;  the  freshness  of  youth  had 
long  since  passed  away,,  and  in  its  place 
the  sallow  hue  of  age  had  overspread 
her  cheek  with  the  sidkly  traees  of  its 
fiiigen  The  original  jetty  Uodkness  of 
her  hair  had  yielded  to  the  silvery  tinge 
of  premature  senectude, .  and  care  had 
furrowed  with  wrinkles  a  forehead,;  over 
which:  time  had  not  yet  asserted  its  full 
sway.  Her  eyes  retained  all  their  or^ 
ginal  brightness ;  they  had  indeed  suf- 
fered no  decay,  but  burnt  more  fiercely 
with  the  fires  which  tlie  stronger,  liie 
deeper,  and  the  darker  pasi»ons  o£  com'* 
plete  maturity  develop  m  the  minds  of 
the  violent,  the  i^ndictive,,  and  the  ims* 

eible. 
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cible.  There  was  an  appearance  in  her 
eyes  sinister;  and  nearly  approaching  to 
the  malignant^— an  appearance  which 
was  at  times  terrific  and  akrming,  re- 
sembling the  scowl  of  insanity,  and 
transfixing  those  on  whom  she  fixed^ 
them  with  terror  and  dismay. 

Hec  mind,.  Reginald  doubted  not;, 
was  in  unison  with*  her  person ;  he  felt 
himself  in  a  manner  awed  in  her  pre- 
sence,, and  he  was  constrained  to  pre- 
serve silence,  whUst  accompanying^  her 
through  the  gloomy  coverts  of  the  forest 
of  Notre  Dame.. 

In  silence;  therefore,,  and  in  a  state  of 
such  painful  anxiety  as  may  well  be* 
imagined  to  have*  filled  the  breasts  of 
two  persons  just  liberated  from  the  walls^ 
of  a*  dungeon,  and.  in  momentary,  fear  of 
being  detected,  and  again  dragged  back 
to  the  place  of  their  confinement,  these 
two*  ill-sorted  companions    walked  asi 

quickly 
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quickly  through  the  forest  as  the  rough- 
ness of  the  ground  over  which  they 
passed  would  permit  them.  Fortune, 
or  most  probably  the  tyranny  of  the 
verderer,  Becass,  stood  them  on  this  oc^ 
casion  instead.  They  journeyed  for  se- 
veral hours  without  meeting  any  human 
creature,  or  hearing  .any  sounds  which 
might  induce  them  to  think  themselves 
pursued,  or  that  they  were  observed  in 
their  flight ;  the  noise  of  the  startled 
deer  springing  from  their  lairs,  the 
whirring  wings  of  the  game,  which  on 
all  sides  surrounded  them,  and  the  wild 
notes  of  the  woodland  birds,  were  the 
only  sounds  which  broke  the  monotony 
of  the  silence  which  pervaded  the  places 
they  traversed. 

The  joy  of  their  deliverance,  and  the 
expectation  of  being  soon  completely 
out  of  danger,  supported  their  wearied 
limbs,  and  strung  them  with  strength 
sufficient  to  surmount  obstacles  which, 

under 
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under  other  circuiDstances»  w<nild  have 
been  insuperable ;  and  it  was  during  the 
course  of  this  day's  journey  that  Reginald 
learnt  the  occasion  of  the  noise  and 
sounds  which  had  first  struck  his  ears 
through  the  walls  of  his  dungeon,  and 
been  the  immediate  cause  <^  his  subse- 
quent exertions  and  deliverance. 

It  appeared,  that  a  day  or  two  before 
he  met  witb  his  present  oompanioii,  $be 
had  been  consigned  to  the  subterranefm 
abode  in  which  be  alBo  was  a  prisona^ 
and  that  her  persecutors  had  at  first  in- 
tended to  fasive  placed  her  in  that  part 
c^  it  next  to  the  cell  in  which  he  tbra 

r 

was,  and  had  accordingly  comnienced 
fixing  in  the  wall  a  staple  by  which  to 
secure  her  chain ;  but  having  found  that 
the  place  was  .destitute  of  h  door,  tiiey 
bad  desisted,  and  ultimately .  removed 
hfer  to  the  place  in  which  ^she  had  been 
discovered  by  him* 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  ly. 


^^Nr#«»»#«»o#»,»^^^#» 


Lust.    Hard  by.  Hate.  Milton. 

Aftee  traversing^  as  nearly  as  Regi« 
nald  could  reckon^  a  ^aee  of  nearly 
twelve  miles»  tiiey  found  themsdvea  at 
some  distance  from  the  boundary  of  the 
forest,  and  on  a  barren  shelterless  ^loor, 
the  sameness  of  whose  sot&ce  was  un- 
broken by  a  single  object  to  detain  the 
wearied  eye  of  the  travdler. 

At  the  very  verge  of  this  sunburnt 
tract  was  clearly  to  be  seen  the  green 
ocean,  rolfing  its  countless  waves  upon 
the  shingles  of  the  rocky  beach ;  and 
dose  upon  the  very  edge  of  tiie  watery 
a  miseraUe  hut,  composed  of  huge 
blocks  of  chalky  and  surmounted  with  a 

squalid 
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squalid  ragged  thatch  of  stunted  rushes, 
raised  its  humble  head,  and  seemed  to 
stand  a  beacon  of  distress  and  ship- 
wreck. 

On  one  side  of  this  aquatic  cabin  was 
drawn  up  a  boat,  into  which  a  wretched 
figure,  apparently  a  fisherman,  was  seen 
conveying  a  mast,  boomsails,  and  other 
apparatus  for  a  cruise  together  with 
oars  and  rudder  for  its  managemait  ane( 
outfit 

He  was  attended  by  a  kd,  about  fbur« 
teen  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  looks  and 
habiliments  as  tattaned  and  as  miserable 
as  himsdf^ 

These  two  people  were  obviously 
awaiting  the  quick  approach  of  high 
water,  to  set  theh^  little  bark  afloat,  and 
aid  them  in  their  endeavours  to  thrust 
her  from  her  present  position^  and  launch 
her  into  deeper  waters^ 

The 
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The  female  by  whom  Reginald  was 
accompanied  no  sooner  beheld  the  sea, 
and  the  boat  which  the  fisherman  and 
his  boy  were  about  to  launch,  than  she 
uttered  a  piercing  exclamation  of  joy — 
•  Fortune  be  praised  for  this  !*  ejaculated 
she,  in  a  tone  of  exultation.  **  I  trust 
our  perils  are  at  length  overcome ;  but 
let  us  hasten  to  yon  fisherman,  for  I  feel 
sure  tT)at  our  escape  will  much  depend 
on  him/' 

Upon  this,  without  waiting  for  the 
answer  of  Reginald,  she  made  quickly 
across  that  part  of  the  moor  which  sepa- 
rated her  from  the  boat  of  the  mariners, 
and  was  followed  by  her  companion. 

The  boatman  and  his  boy,  on  seeing 
them  approach,  betrayed  the  most  une- 
quivocal symptoms  of  dismay ;  nor  were' 
their  fears,  considering  the  ignorance  of 
the  age  in  which  they  lived,  and  the 
strange  and  uncouth  appearance  of  those 

by 
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by  whom  they  were  beheld,  and  the  se- 
questered spot  on  which  the  meeting 
with  them  took  fdace,  to  be  treated  al- 
togetJia*  with  ridicule. 

The  female,  whose  clothes  were  torn 
by  the  numerous  conflicts  with  the 
bushes  9nd  briars  they  had  encountered 
in  her  retreat  through  the  forest,  retain^ 
ed  but  httle  of  her  conventual  appear- 
ance ;  her  face  glowing  with  the  exulta- 
tion which  the  sight  of  the  ocean,  and 
the  prospect  of  completing  her  escape 
in  the  boat  which  sbe  beheld  on  its 
brink,  inspired,  gave  her  no  small  resem- 
blance to  a  bedlamite  eseaped  from  the 
hands  of  her  keepers,  or  an  evil  spirit 
released  from  the  bondage  of  inaction, 
and  suffered  to  roam  at  lar^,  a^d  vent 
its  spleen  and  malice  om  the  inhabitants 
of  this  world. 

Nor  were  appearances  much  more  19 
fiivour  of  Begmald*    Hat  be  hfid  none : 

his 


THE  vnzARi^  priest:         148 

his  hair^  bands,  face,  and  clothes,  were 
stained  with  blood,  dirt,  dust,  and  filth ; 
his  clothes  were  torn,  ragged,  spotted 
tvitb  stains  oJT  all  kinds  and  sorts,  retain- 
ing no  marks  of  their  pristine  elegance 
and  beauty,  and  no  data  by  which  to 
have  guessed  at  .their  original  colour. 
His  horseman's  csloak  streamed  in  many 
a  flapping  riband  from  his  shoulders, 
and  danced  behind  him  as  be  ran  quick- 
ly  across  the  moor,  in  the  rising  gale 
which  blew  across  their  path.  In  his 
belt  was  stuck  the  naked  dagger  with 
which  h^  had  forced  his  passage  through 
the  wall ;  and  there  was  something  in 
his  whdie  otttihie,  and  the  celerity  with 
which  be  adv^eed,  which  fully  justified 
the  fisherman  for  apprehending  things 
dangerous  to  his  safety. 

His  fears  however  were  not  of  long 
duration;  the  words  which  were  ad-^ 
dressed  to  him  soon  calmed  the  pertur- 
batiofis  the  singQlarity  of  this  rencontre 

had 
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had  given  rise  to,  and  beckoning  them 
to  follow  himself  and  his  boy  into  the 
hut  which  we  have  just  mentioned,  with 
which  they  complied,  he  shut  the  door, 
and  the  following  discourse  took  place. 

"  Strangers,  what  would  ye  with 
me?" 

The  lady  immediately  replied—**  Fish- 
erman, it  is  in  your  power  to  aid  us; 
say,  are  you  willing  to  do  us  service  ? 
you  shall  be  well  rewarded  for  your 
pains." 

"  In  what  manner  do  you  require  my 
services  ?" 

"We  wish  to  be  conveyed  from 
hence ;  we  wish  to  place  the  sea  that 
flows  before  your  hut  between  us  and 


our  enemies." 


"  Ay !  and  who  then  are  your  ene- 
mies ?" 

**  That  question,  man^  had  been  much 
better  spared;  but  since  it  seevkB  we 
must,  perforce,  make  you  our  oonfidant» 

know 
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know  ibat>our  lives^  are.  aought  by  the 
vile  pviopess  of  i^otre  Dame/' 

^  The  prioress  of  ^Notre;  Dame,  say 
ye?" 

*•  Ye$,  man,  ^  the  prioress  of  *Notre 
Dame." 

*^  Strangers,  you  have  interested  me 
much  more  in  your  behalf  than  you  are 
aware  of ;  ^to  do  the  prioress  an  ill  turn, 
and  thwart  her  power  and  malice,  is  to 
me  a  task  most  grateful.  She  has  work- 
ed  me  much  evil ;  and  but  for  her  and 
her  rapaeipus  wood«keeper^'  Becass,  I  had 
not  been  compelled  to  hide  my  head  in 
this  rade  tenement,  nor  seek  a  stormy 
living  on  the  waves.*' 

"If,"  said  Reginald,  ^*you  are  in* 
dined  to  thwart  monsieur  Becass,  as 
well  as  the  prioress  you  have  now  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  so  doing;  for 
it  is  owing  to  the  villainy  of  that  person, 
that  I  was  detained  a  prisoner  in  the 
dungeons  ofthe  ruined  chapel." 

"  And  are  you  toa  another  victim  of 
VOL.  III.  H  the 
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the  tyranny  of  tliat  oppressive 

You  have  then  a  kind  of  daim  upon  me. 

Say,  strangers,  in  what  way  can  I  assist 

ye?*' 

"  Fisherman,*'  said  the  lady,  **  I  see 
you  are  provided  with  a  vessel,  which, 
though  small,  is,  I  trust,  sufficiently 
large  to  carry  us  from  this  inhospitable 
shore.  Be  quick  then,  man,  and  launch 
it  in  the  deep ;  convey  us  to  the  coast  of 
England;  you  shall  be  well  rewarded 
for  your  laboiirfe.*' 

*  If,**  said  Reginald,  "  you  are  in- 
clined to  carry  us  to  England,  and  think 
that  slight  bark  of  yours  will  bear  a  voy- 
age thither,  the  largest  reward  that  you 
can  plaim  of  me  shall  freeiy  be  bestow- 
ed." 

'  '*  Strangers,"  again  answered  the  fish« 
erman,  *^  you  are  arrived  here  at  a  time 
most  opportune  for  the  fulfilment  of 
your  wishes. '  My  fragile  boat  is  truly 
much  too  small  to  bear  the  voyage  you 
wish  to  venture  on,  but  follow  me  to 

the 
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the  outside  of  the  hut.  Do  you  behold, 
just  on  the  verge  of  the  horizon,  a  ves- 
sel riding  at  anchor  ?'* 

"  We  do,"  replied  both  his  auditors. 

"  That  vessel  is  English,  and  will,  in 
a  few  hours,  set  sail  for  Hastings.  1  was, 
at  the  very  moment  of-  your  accosting 
ftie,  preparing  to  launch  my  boat,  and 
with  this  boy,  my  son,  go  on  board  of 
*her,  and  quit  for  ever  a  country  which 
has  produced  nothing  but  evil  and  mis- 
fortune  to  me.  I  am  myself  a  victim  of 
the  anger  and  rapacity  of  the  verderer  of 
Notre  Dame ;  and  before  long,  I  doubt 
not,  he  will  be  here  in  person,  and  bring 
with  him  a  band  of  caitiffs,  like  himself, 
to  make  me  pay  the  penalty  of  slaying 
a  few  paltry  deer  of  the  forest.  If,  there- 
fore, you  choose  to  embark  with  me,  you 
must  lose  no  time.  I  make  no  bargain 
with  you  for  rewards,  but  leave  it  to 
your  own  munificence  to  do  for  me  what 
you  may  deem  my  services  to  you  de- 

H  SI  serving 


•     '     '  tr 


148  THE  WIZARD  PEIEST. 


'    i 


serving  of.    Say  then,  iare  you  prepared 
to  go  with  me  ?** 
"We  are.'* 

So  sayings  with  one  accord  they  made 
to  the  hoat ;  the  lady  was  assisted  into 
it,  and  immediately  seated  herself  in 
the  stern. 

It  was  now  completely  nigh-water, 
and  the  unitedstrehgthof  Regin^d,  the 
fisherman,  and  his  son,  succeeded,  with- 
out  difficulty,  iii  getting  her  afloat  This 
was  no  sooner  accomplished  than  they 
jumped  on  hoard,  and  hoisting  the  sail 
and  mast,  swam  merrily  along  the  sur&ce 
of  the  waves,  and  were,  by  the  rising 
breeze,  which,  luckily  for  them,  blew  off 
shore,  quickly  wafted  towards  the  ves- 
sel  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  their 
eyes. 

We  will  not  tire  the  readers'  with  a 

detailed 
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detailed  narrative  of  the  events  of  their 
voyage;  suffice  to  say,  tliat  they  got  safe- 
ly on  board  the  above-mentioned  vessel, 
which  was  no  other  than  a  small  coast- 
ing  trader  belonging  to  the  port  of  Hast- 
ings— ^that  the  captaiii  of  her,  perceiving 
that  Reginald  was  English,  and  being 
satisfied,  from  what  he  learnt  from  him, 
that  he  was  the  son  of  persons  of  consi- 
'deration,  who  would  amply  remunerate 
him  for  the  trouble  he  should  be  at  in 
conveying  him  and  his  companion  to 
an  English  port,  and  being  moreover 
secured  to  their  interiests  by  some  valu- 
able jewels,  which  the  lady  pu£  into  his 
hands,  as  an  earnest  of  what  he  would  re- 
^ive  should  he  land  them  safely,  was 
very  well  content  with  his  passengers ; 
and  that,  in  the  course  of  two  days,  they 
had  the  satisfaction  of  setting  foot  on 
the  shores  of  that  land,  from  which  Re- 
ginald  had,  but  a  short  time  before,  been 
forcibly  removed. 

H  8  Reginald 
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Reginald  no  sooner  found  himself 
on  his  native  soil,  than  havmg  agreed 
with  the  captain  as  to  the  method  he 
should  take  in  conveying  to  him  the 
premium  of  tfieir  transportation,  and 
having  also  arranged,  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, with  the  friendly  fisherman,  who 
informed  him  he  meant  for  the  future 
to  fix  his  residence  at  Hastings,  pre- 
pared, without  delay,  to  set  forward  on 
his  journey  homewards,  and  once  more 
gladden  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  his  pa- 
rents and  his  beautiful  mistress  with  his 
presence,  and  the  satisfactory  certainty 
of  his  being  unarmed  and  uninjured 
by  the  perils  to  which  he  had  been  ex- 
posed during  his  unaccountable  absence 
from  the  precincts  of  Cutts  Castle. 

At  the  place  of  his  landing  he  would 
also  have  been  very  well  pleased  to  have 
left  the  companion  of  his  flight  fi*om  the 
cemetery  of  Notre  Dame ;  and  with  tlie 
intention  of  biddbg  her  adieu,  he  ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly  took  the  first  opportunity  of  in- 
forming W,  that  as  his  road  lay  through 
the  very  heart  of  the  country,  and  doubt- 
less in  a  direction  different  from  that 
to  which  her  footsteps  were  about  to 
be  benty  he  had  come  to  bi^  her  farewell, 
and  wish  her  success  on  meeting  with 
better  treatment  in  England  than  she 
bad  done  in  France. 

In  his  expectation  of  being  freed  of 
her  company,  he  was  however  disap- 
pointed. — "  Young  gentleman,"  said 
she  to  him,  "  for  I  know  not  as  yet  by 
what  name  to  address  you,  accept  my 
thanks  for  the  assistance  I  have  received 
At  your  hands>  in  the  course  of  the  perils 
we  have  already  encountered,  and  for 
the  solicitude  you  have  shewn  for  my 
well-doing.  I  have  but  one  object  which 
induces  me  to  penetrate  beyond  the  sea- 
coast  of  this  country;  that  object  is  ho  w- 
ever  one  of  the  deepest,  Jthe  most  fear- 
ful importance,  and  one,  for  the  attain- 

h4  ment 
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meiit  of  wbteb^  I  fear  pot  ta  encounter 
jdifBcuIties  a  thousand  times  more  pen* 
lou8  thah  those  I'  haye  already  surmount-, 
ed.  I  want  not  the^  assistance  <^  any 
one  to  aid  my  purposes;;  mysdf  alone 
atn  necessary  to  carve  my  avirn  fortunes, 
and  my  own  hands  are  sufficient  to  carry 
into  exeeutiml  the  designs  which  -  have 
long  since  been  framed  in  my  <  mind.  Jf, 
therefore,  our  roads  lie  in  different  di- 
rections;  it  ii  fit  that  here  we  part ;  and 
dil  that  I  have  further  tb  sc^dt  2^  youi! 
handsT'  is,  that  you  pat*  me  into,  a  right 
direction  to  gain  the  ^laee  tb  winch  I  in« 
tend  to  proceed,  and  procui^  me  ai  trusty 
guide,  to  accompany  me  acrossa country 
of  which  I  know  not  a  single,  inch.'' 

'*  In  thitt,  lady,  you  may  most  surely 
command  me  To  what  place  is  it  you 
wish  to  be  conducted  ?" 

''  I  wish,  sir,  to  be  conducfeed  to  an 
obscure  village,  which  is,  I  believe,  situ- 
ated  almost  in  the  centre  of  this  island ; 
I  wish  to  proceed  fortiiwilh  to  Thrap- 

ston, 
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ston,  in  the  province  of  Northampton. 
Do  you  know. such  a  place?'* 

"  To  Thrapston,  say  you  T" 

"  Yes,  sir,  to  Thrapston*  Do  you 
know  such  a  place  ?" 

"  It  is,  madam,  the  very  place  to  which 
I  am  myself  about,  without  delay,  to 
proceed.** 

**  Singular  coincidence  in  our  destina- 
tions !  But  I  wiU  not,  sir,  be  burthen- 
some  on  your  movements;  nor  would  it 
perhaps  be  creditable  to  your  reputation 
to  make  me  the  companion  of  your 
Journey,  l^he  business  on  which  I  am 
l)ound  to  Thrapston  is  one  of  secrecy, 

iand  may  not  be  divulged ;  it  is  one  on 

•  f.  ... 

which  the  thoughts  of  years  have  been 
employed,  and  one  on  which  I  must 
summon  all  'my  energies  to  ]iiy  assist- 
ance.  To  a  young  man,  as  you  are,  I 
should  at  best  pr6ve  but  a  dull  comp^- 
iiion  on  our  way,  and  by  the  gloominess 
of  my  deportment,,  damp  the  pleasurable 
feelings  which  the  prospect  of  soon  re- 

btS  ^  gammg 
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gaining  your  home  and  friends,  no  doubt» 
give  rise  to  in  your  mind.  If  you  will, 
therefore,  as  I  said  before,  procure  n^e  a 
fitting  guide  to  direct  my  journey,  and 
accompany  me  to  the  place  of  its  termi- 
nation, you  will  confer  a  favour  as  great, 
or  greater,  than  I  have  any  right  to  so- 
licit a^  your  hands/* 

Reginald,  though  he  would  much  ra- 
ther have  proceeded  without  his  compa- 
nion, had  too  much  natural  politeness, 
as  well  as  too  little  artifice,  not  to  com- 
ply  with  her  request;  he  immediately 
insisted  on  her  being  accompanied  by 
himself. — "  I  will  myself,**  said  he,  "  at- 
tend you  on  your  road,  as  far  as  you  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  use  the  services  of 
a  guide.  Your  destination  wiU  be  kept 
secret  in  my  bosom,  nor  shall  I  reveal 
to  any  one,  unlesa  with  your  permission, 
the  circumstances  ^f  our  acquaintance- 
ship and  connexion.  In  the  meantime 
I  go  to  procure  change  of  apparel  and 

horses. 
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horses  for  us  both ;  the  captain  of  the 
vessel  has  advanced  me  a  sum  upon  my 
eredity  sufficient  for  those  purposes,  and 
the  less  delay  we  use  in  setting  outv  the 
better.** 

"  Theit  be  it  so.  Young  man,  I  feel 
a  strange  interest  in  your  fortunes; 
there  is,  I  foretel,  some  singular  connex- 
ion of  fatality  by  which  we  are  linked 
together.** 

The  disdogue  ceased;  Reginald  has- 
tened to  put  his  promises  into  execution,, 
and  was  not  long  in  so  doing. 

In  the  course  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  he 
returned,  completely  equipped  for  his 
journey,  attended  by  a  female  dealer  in 
articles  of  apparel,  proper  for  persons  of 
the  sex  and  age  of  his.  companion,  who 
was  speedily  extricated  from  the  tatters 
of  her  conventual'  dress,  and  clad  in  a 
riding^ress.  fit  for  the  journey  she  was 
about  to  make.    This  done,  two  horses 

H  6i  were 
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Ivere  Mon  after  txrought  to  the  door  of^ 
the  irin  it  Wbidh  they  had  put  up ;  and, 
without  fiitther  delay  or  ceremony,  tfaejr 
both  mounti^,  ahd  bade  adieu  to  the 
seaport  town  of  Hastings. 

The  first  day  of  thehr  journey  tiiey 
tnet  with  hO  indkleAt  wocthy  of  being 
here  i^el  down;  they  travelled  easily 
along,  the  roads  being  iii  those  days  in'a 
state  not  to  admit  much  of  celerity  of 
motion. 

It  was  about  midday  when  liiey  left 
the  inti  at  which  they  had  been  quarter- 
ed ;  and  aft^  rifling  nearly  six  hours, 
arrived,  about  stmset,  on  a  >part  of  ihe 
colmfry  extremely  destitute  of  idUages, 
or  ihdeed  of  fUrmhouses,  or  houses  of 
any  sort.  Th^  looked  about  in  vain 
for  some  place  in  which  to  rest  their  wea- 
ried'hoi^es,  and  take  up  their  abode  for 
the  night ;  and  Reginald,  who  had  alrea- 
dy fatally  ex|)etienced  the  effects  of  rid- 
ing 
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ing  after  sunset,  began  to  feel  veiy  un- 
easy at  t\ke  situation  in  which  he  found 
himself. 

He  did  not  however  acquaint  his 
companion  with  the  nature  of  his  pre« 
rise  feelings,  and  she,  for  her  part,  ap» 
peared  absorbed  in  contemplations  which 
.were  beyond  his  depth  to  fathom. 

To  add  to  the  disagreeable  circum- 
stances of  their  situation,  the  clouds, 
which  had  be^  long  threatening  to 
break  over  (their  unsheltered  heads,  be- 
gan to  descend  upon  them  in  a  deluge 
of  rain  and  deet;  the  wind  whistled 
and  «ung  around  them  in  melancholy 
cadence;  and  the  thunder,  in  repeat- 
ed volleys,  rolled  awfully  over  their 
heads. 

In  this  dilemma^  all  they  could  da 
was  to  spur  on  their  horses,  and  seek,  as 
quickly  as  they  could^  the  friendly  shel- 
ter 
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ter  of  some  trees — a  covert  which  might, 
in  this  conflict  of  the  elements,  preserve 
them  from  the  penetrating  effects  of  the 
storm. 

The  high-road  presented  to  their  eager 
scrutiny  no  vestiges  of  either  trees  or 
shrubs ;  and  to  prevent  themselves  fiom 
being  actually  drenched  to  the  skin^ 
they  were  under  the  necessity  of  diver* 
ging  from  it,  and  betaking  themselves 
down  a  sort  of  grass  lane,  which,  as  far 
as  they  could  judge,  through  the  hail 
which  pelted  against  their  faces,  and 
^  through  the  duskiness  of  the  night  by 
which  they  were  enveloped,  led  to  some 
place  of  human  habitation^  or  some  bam 
or  outhouse,  which  would  protect  them 
from  the  violence  of  the  burstii^g  douds. 

Down  this  lane  they  accordingly  rode 
as  quickly  as  their  jaded  steeds  wDuM 
carry  them,  and  at  a  rate  much  quicker 
than  prudence  would  have  considered 

Qompatible 
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compatible  with  their  safety ;  the  unsta- 
ble and  rut- worn  flooring  of  the  lane 
presenting  obstacles  to  celerity  of  move- 
ment, which,  if  it  had  been  daylight, 
would  not  have  failed  to  have  struck 
them. 

Heedless,  however,  of  the  nature  of 
the  surface  of  the  ground  over  which 
they  were  passing,  they  proceeded  for 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  without  meet- 
ing with  any  accident,  and  found  them- 
selves,  in  a  few  minutes,  abreast  of  what 
appeared  to  be  a  building,  of  small  size, 
something  between  the  cottage  of  a  sub- 
stantial yeoman,  and  the  farmhouse  of 
a  more  opulent  landholder.  From  one 
window  of  this  edifice  they  beheld,  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction,  the  rays  of  a 
light  gleaming  through  thespace  between 
them  and  the  house  itself,  and  by  their 
friendly  assistance  enabling  them  to  dis- 
cern the  door., 

«It 
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'*  It  is  fortunate  we  have  met  with  a 
place  like  this,  madam,''  said  Reginald, 
addressing  his  companion.  "  If  it  had 
not  been  for  this  cottage,  I  fear  we 
should  have  been  compelled  to  have  rest- 
ed  content  with  the  open  sky  for  our  ca- 
nopy, and  the  bare  face  of  the  common 
we  have  just  left  behind  us,  for  our 
couch;  but  I  trust  Qur  journey  for 
this  night  is  come  to  a  termination.  I 
will,  lady,  announce  our  arrival,  and  de- 
scribe the  jeopardy  we  are  reduced  to, 
tp  the  inmates  of  this  tenement,  and,  I 
doubt  not,  we  shall  procure  refreshment 
for  ourselves  and  horses,  and  repose  till 
the  dawn  of  to-morrow/^ 

**  Do  so,  sir,"  said  she ;  "  I  wish  you 
success ;  and  meanwhile,  till  you  return,, 
will  here  await  you,  with  the  horses,  be- 
neath the  covering  of.  this  most  welcome 
outhouse.'' 

Reginald  immediately  dismounted, 
and  helped  his  companion  to  do  the 

same; 
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same;  he  then  led  the,  horses,  beneath , 
the  outhouse ;  and  having  secured  then)» 
and  placed  both  them  and  the  lady  in 
su(ik  a  position   that  they  were<com- 
pl^ely  removed  from  the  vengeance  of 
the  storm,  .which  still  cpntinued,  to  rage 
above  their  heads  with  imabated  vio- 
lenpe^  madehis  way  to  the.  door  of  the^ 
house^  and  knocked^  with  the  butt-end  of, 
his  riding-rod,  for  admittance, 

Wh^ther.thenoiseof  the.  wind  apA  th^i 
thunder,  which  strove  on  th^  outaide  of 
the  house  in  discpIdamtGo^met,  had  rj^n- 
dered.  those  within  It  de^  to  all  otheS' 
noises,  or  whether  their  ears  we^e  bluAt- 
ed  to  the  repeated  appliqatiom^qf  Regi- 
nald for  admittance  by  some  business  of 
importance  in  which  they  were  occiupiedy 
hb  could  not  at  that  time  decide  upon ; 
but  he  found,  much  to  his  dislike  and 
apnoy  ance,  that  no  notice  was,  for  a  very 
considerable  space  of  time,  made  to  his 

noisy. 
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noisy,  and  at  length  incessant  sumn[K>ns 
of  whip«handle  and  voice. 

At  length,  and  just  as  he  was  revolv- 
ing in  his  mind  what  steps,  in  this  di- 
lemma, it  would  be  best  for  him  to  take, 
a  narrow  casement,  immediately  over 
the  door,  was  opened  by  some  person*  in 
the  interior,  and  a  voice,  apparently  that 
of  a  female,  demanded,  in  tones  which 
the  wind  rendered  almost  inaudible  to 
his  ears,  though  by  no  m^ans  very  gen- 
tle—" Who  knocks  there  ?^ 

"It  is  I,  a  wayfarer,  who  solidt  a 
lodging  till  morning,  and  till  the  storm 
be  passed." 

"  Are  you  alone  ?** 

"  No,  I  am  not;  I  have  a  lady  here 
with  me;  our  horses  are  tired,  and  if 
you  refuse  us  your  hospitality,  we  shall 
be  forced  to  remain  all  night  abroad  and 
houseless,  for  they  are  too  much  jaded 
to  carry  us  farther  on  our  journey. 

**  Umph  !  await  ye  where  ye  are  till 

I  inform 
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I  inform  my  mistress  of  your  wants  and 
coming ;  I  will  report  her  answer  pre- 
sently,** 

"  Do,  kind  messenger — ^I  pray  ye,  tarry 
not  long  on  the  errand." 

In  another  second  the  casement  was 
carefully  shut,  and  Reginald,  notwith- 
standing  the  promise  which  the  party  at 
the  window  had  made,  of  soon  convey- 
ing his  wants  to  her  mistress,  appeared, 
to  his  notions,  to  be  exceedingly  delibe- 
rate in  so  doing,  and  to  be  taking  her 
own  time  in  the  business. 

At  length,  to  his  great  relief,  the  door 
at  which  he  was  standmg  was  opened, 
and  the  woman,  with  whom  he  had  just 
before  been  holding  the  above-described 
dialogue,  appeared  on  the  threshold,  and 
beckoned  him  to  enter. 

This  friendly  motion  of  invitation, 
both  he  and  the  lady  he  had  left  in  the 

outhouse. 
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outhouse,  aii4  who  from  thut;  place.  oom« 
i^anded  a  full  view  of  what  had  been 
*u»«ti.g  t  the  door  »d  window, 
complied  without  delay,  and  were  by 
their  conductress  shewn  into  a  room,  of 
small  dimensions,  and  but  very  scantily 
supplied  witlji  articles  of  furniture. 

"  Be  seate4,  stjrangers,"  said  the  wo- 
man, w^o  acted  as  their  u$her  to  the 
chamber — ^*  be  seated ;  n^y  mistress  has 
given  me  orders  to  admit  yo\j,  and  con- 
duct you  hither ;  shQ  will  herself,  in  a 
few  moments,  attend  you ;  me^while  I 
must  leave  you  to  yourselves ;  my  ser- 
vices are  required  elsewhere,**  So  saying, 
she  placed  a  light,  which  i^he  held  in  her 
hand,  upon  the  small  claw-footed  table 
which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
and  retired. 

Reginald  and  his  companion,  wonder- 
ing where  this  adventure  would  end, 

and  what  it  would  lead  to,  each  took  a 

■  •  •        * 

seat. 
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seat,  and  in  perfect  silence  sat,  sliiveiing 
with  cold  ahd  wet,  staring  at  each  other. 

They  had  however  but  little  time  for 
surmise;  foi',  in  a  v^r/few  mihUtes  after 
the  retreatof  the  woman,  and  btfbre  either 
of  them  had  broken  silence,  th6  dbor  of 

"the  apartment' geiitly 'opeiied,"aAd  a  fe- 
male, of  about  the  middle  aglEf  of  life,  and 
habited  in  ia  mariner  from  *  which  it  was 
not  easy  to  conjecture  lier  r^al'rank  in 
society,  entered.    She '  seetried! '  to  be  la- 

'  bouring  under  the  influence  of  Some  hea- 
vy  calamity,  and  to  haive  suffered  much 
from  the  effects  of  sickness,'  sbrrb w,  and 
privation  c^  rest  and  the  comforts  of  life.. 
Her  cheek  was  pale  with  fatigue,  and 
her  eyes  swollen 'with  1;<^eepihg;  with  a 
voice  tremulous  with  agitation,  ^hd  bro* 
ken  with  the  interest  of  the  communica- 
tion  she  was  inakiiig,  sihe  thus  addressed 
'her  attentive*  auditors':  — *^Stilangers, 
whosoever  ^ou  may  be, *yb  are  welcdttie 
to  my  poor  house — you  are  welcome  to 

the 
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the  house  of  sorrow,  of  calamity,  of  sin- 
fulness,  and  retribution.  Hark!  hear 
ye  not  those  groans  ?" 

In  (K)nsiderable  astonishment  at  these 
unexpected,  and  to  those  to  whom  they 
were  addressed,  mysterious  words,  her 
guests,  who,  on  her  entrance,  had,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rules  of  politeness  and 
good  manners,  risen  from  their  chairs  to 
greet  her,  restrained  their  lips  from  ut- 
tering  the  thanks  which  her  hospitality 
demanded  of  them,  and  listened,  in  com- 

» 

,  pliance  to  her  interrogation,  to  catch  the 
sounds  to  which  she  alluded. 

Through  the  stillness  of  the  |h6use,  a 
long  apd  agonizing  groan  was  distinctly 
audible. 

Reginald,  and  the  lady  by  whom  he 
was  attended^  signified  to  the  querist, 
.  that  the  sound  was  heard  by  them. 


it 


Those 
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**  Those  groans,"  resumed  she,  "  pro- 
claim with  how  much  dii&culty  the  guilty 
spirit  of  him  by  whom  they  are  uttered 
struggles  to  quit  the  mortal  fabric  of 
their  earthly  prison.  Yes,  strangers, 
those  groans  proclaim  the  dying  pangs 
and  torments  of  the  murderer's  bed. 
You  start,  young  gentleman,  and  did 
not  whist,  when  I  gave  Mabel  orders  to 
admit  ye,  that  you  were  entering  the 
threshold  of  a  homicide.  But  fear  not ; 
he  is  no  longer  powerful — no  longer  can 
he  harm  or  help  those  who  offend  or 
those  who  please  him." 

"  Madam,"  said  Reginald,  who  knew 
not  what  to  make  of  this  strange  recep- 
tion which  he  had  experienced,  and  be- 
gan to  doubt  whether  or  not  he  was 
dreaming,  or  whether  or  not  the  speaker 
was  a  maniac,  or  some  unhappy  person 
labouring  under  the  influence  of  deli- 
rium, so  singular  and  mysterious  were 
her  address  and  her  whole  deportment^ 
^*  I  pray  ye  be  composed ;  your  words 

are 
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iare  ofmo^t  dfeep  and  dangerous  import, 
and  point  at  deeds  which  I  liincerely  hope 
have  never  beeri  committed.  Watching 
and  care  have  donbtless  worked  power- 

'  fully  on  your  imagination;  and — -" 
'*Yotmg  m to,*  interrupted  the  per- 
son  to  whom  he  was  addressing  himself, 
"  I  know  what  you  are  about  to  say.  I 
thank  you  for  the  interest  you  appear  to 
take  in  what  I  have  communicated.    It 

'  is  true,  watching  and  care— care  deep 
and  tefrrible,  have  worked  most  power- 
fully on  my  frame  and  spirits ;  but  doubt 
not  that  my  words  are  dictated  by  the 
phantoms  of  feverish  imagination^  or  by 
disordered  intellectual  powers;  -would 
that  they  were.so !  but  siicb,  alas,*  is  not 
the  case!  No,  strangers,  what  I  have 
said  is  true  and  actual. '  Those  groans 

•  which  even  now  ring  through  the  room 
above  us;  6re  the  expiring  moanings '  of 
a  murderous  man.  You  arearrived  here 

'  most  opportunely;  for  your  attendance 
^iU  be  requisite.    I  have  dispatched  a 

messenger 
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messengar  to  summon  hither  the  {Parish 
priest  of  the  district,  and  he,  together 
with  younelve^,  I  must  request  to  listen 
to,  and  mark  attentively,  the  confessions 
of  the  dying  sinner ;  they  are  important, 
and  will  lead,  as  you  will  find  them, 
to  ctme^quences  of  much  significance — 
no  less  than  the  punishment  of  one,  who 
now  holds  high  his  heeid  and  place, 
though  stained  with  blood,  and  reeking 
with  foul  crimes.'* 

^  Madam,'*  said  the  mysterious  com* 
panion  of  Reginald,  advancing  towards 
the  mistress,  of  the  .mansion,  and  taking 
her  by  the  hand,  ^whatever  services 
you  may  require  of  me  and  this  gentle- 
man shall  be  most  fully  rendered  to  you. 
I  have  myself  but  little  knowledge  of 
the  manners  and  customs  of  your  na- 
tion, being,  as  you  no  doubt  perceive,  a 
foreigner;  nor  have  I  any  power  o^ con- 
nexions which,  in  a  case  like  this,  will 
be  of  service  to  render  a  powerful  crimi- 
nal amenable  to  justioe.    I  have,  more- 

TOL,  III.  I  over, 
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4[)ver,  weighty  budiiiess  of  my  own  to 
manage ;  my  feeble  assistance  I  will,  and 
do,  howevw,  most  freely  tender ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  I  speak  the  sentiments 
of  my  companion,  whp  is  a  person  of 

consideration,  and  whose "^ 

Here  she  was  interrupted  by  a  n^>- 
ping  at  the  outward  door ;  the  mistress 
of  the  house  immediately  exdaimed— 
''  It  is  my  servant  returned  with  the  cu« 
rate,  strangers.  This  is  no  time  for  ce- 
remony ;  I  pray  ye  be  prepared  to  attend 
with  me  the  bed  of  the  dying  man,  and 
listen  to  what  he  shall  impart  to  us.  I 
go  to  admit  them.'' 

She  AQcordtngly  retired  fdr  that  pur* 
pose,  and  altnoj^t  immedktely  returned, 
ushering  into  ;lbe  apartment  the  pastor 
of  the  vil}n|j^,  who^e  isrrival  she  had  been 
impatiently  ex^pec^iog^  He  was  an  an- 
cient vener&ble  man,  of  pleasing  aspect 
and  gentle  demeviour-r^.  man  who  was, 
asfar  as  could  bejudged  fay  the  lineaments 

of 
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of  his  physiognomy  and  external  man- 
ners, well  (^osen  by  Providence  to  fill 
with  propriety  the  duties  of  the  clerical 
office  to  which  he  belonged,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  dying  confessions  of  the  peni- 
tent— a  man  well  adapted  to  whisper 
consolation  to  the  despairing,  and  awaken 
the  dull  ear  of  hopeless  criminality  to  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation,  through  the  re- 
deeming merits  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 
To  this  man  the  hostess  of  the  place  ad- 
dressed herself  without  delay. 

**  Reverend  sir,  I  have  sent  to  you  on 
a  budness  connected  with  the  duties  of 
your  calling,  and  we  have  no  time  to  lose 
in  the  dispatch  of  if* 

^  I  pray  ye^  madam,  what  may  be 
your  commands  with  me  ?  Your  servant 
informed  me  his  master  was  on  the  point 
of  death,  and  that  you  wished  to  see  me 
speedily.* 

"  He  informed  you  rightly,  Mr-  Cu- 

I S  rate. 
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rate.    The  master  of  this  house  is  on  his 
deathbed,  but  not  prepared  to  die." 

"  Madam  l** 

**  His  conscience  is  overburdened  with 
foul  sinfulness,  nor  will  his  weary  and 
crime-choked  soul  release  his  suffering 
body  from  its  pangs  till  he  has  made  con* 
fession  of  his  misdeeds.  Prepare,  most 
venerable  sir,  to  hear  of  things  which 
ears  like  yours  are  but  little  used  to.  He 
has,  to  me,  declared  that  the  guilt  of 
murder  weighs  on  his  spirit,  and  that  an- 
other person,  of  high  rank  and  substance, 
is  the  partner  of  his  crime.  He  wishes 
fully  to  unfold  these  things  to  you,  and 
by  confession  render  to  society  what 
yet  ren^ains  in  his  power,  and  bring  a 
high-raised  miscreant  to  justice.  These 
strangers,  benighted  on  the  neighbour- 
ing heath,  sought  but  just  now  the  rights 
of  hospitality ;  they  are  arrived  in  sea- 
son, and  shall  hereafter  bear  testimony, 
together  with  yourself,  to  what  the  dying 

man 


T9£  WIZARD  PRIEST.  ITS 

man  may  now  confess.  But  we  delay 
too  long ;  life  flags  while  I  am  speaking; 
follow  me,  therefore,  and  let  us  leam  in 
full  the  secret  which  it  lingers  to  im- 
part."* 

With  this,  followed  by  the  priest.  Re- 
paid and  his  foreign  associate,  she  left 
the  room,  and  the  whole  group  mount-^ 
ed,  by  a  very  narrow  and  almost-per- 
pendicular stairpase,  to  the  upper  divi- 
si<m  of  the  house. 

She  led  than,  in  anxious  silence,  to 
the  chamber  of  the  dying  man,  who  pre^ 
sented  to  their  eyes  a  spectacle  which 
was  never  entirely  eradicated  from  the 
mind  of  Ranald,  and  which,  no  doubt, 
produced  forcible  effects  upon  the  minds 
of  the  whole  party,  though  blunter  feel- 
ings, and  better  acquaintance  with  simi- 
lar scenes,  prevented  them  from  being  so 
powerfully  affected  as  he  was  by  what  he 
beheld. 

1 8  Stretched 
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Stretehed  upon  a  bed,  and  supported 
by  pillows,  placed  to  sustain  his  feeUe 
body  in  the  most  easy  position,  compat- 
ible with  the  wounds  he  appeared  to 
have  received,  were  seen  the  agonized 
limbs  of  the  dying  sufferer,  whose  con* 
fession  they  had  been  summoned  to  re- 
ceive. One  arm  of  the  miserable  object 
before  them  appeared  to  have  been  crush- 
ed or  bruised  by  the  tremendous  force 
or  weight  of  som^  blow  or  fell  to  which 
he  had  been  exposed,  atid  was  wrapped 
round  in  bandages,  and  supported  from 
his  neck  by  a  sling,  m  which  it  swung 
crippled  and  useless.  His  head  was 
shaven,  and  the  scalp  was  plastered 
with  patches,  whidi  had  been  applied, 
but  idly,  to  heal  the  fractures  of  several 
deep  wounds,  to  which,  most  probably, 

■ 

the  sufferer  owed  bis  death.  His  £ic^ 
Was  ghastly,  livid,  deathlike,  and  horri- 
ble, contracted  with  convulsive  twinges, 
and  tinged  with  the  yellow  pencil  of  in- 
cipient dissolution.    The  sharpness  of 

feature. 
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ftature*  peculiar  to  persons  in  die  last 
stage  of  mwtal  esciatenoe,  and  the  rigi- 
dity of  muscle  which  marks  tfae  speedy 
summons  to  the  grave,  had  shrivelled 
and  shrunk,  in  a  most  strange  and  fear» 
ful  manner,  the  countenance  of  the  ex- 
piring sinner,  and  rendered  the  outlines 
of  his  face,  originally  not  pnspossessing, 
appalling,  repulsive,  and  hideously  grim. 
His  eyes  were  sunken  deep  into  his  head ; 
and  though  quench^  a»  it  ware,  and 
glazed  with  the  rheum'  of  dcfath,  glared 
horribly  around  the  narrow  precincts  of 
the  chamber,  and  seemed  to  scrutinize, 
%vith  terrible  powers  of  inspection,  the 
§uc9S  of  those  who  entered. 

* 

The  first  person  to  address  this  miser- 
able being  was  their  conductress.  Mo- 
ti^iing  her  three  aissociates  to  approach 
the  bed,  she  advanced  dose  to  the  ear  of 
the  dying  man,  and,  with  a  voice  and 
empbasi6  obvioQsly  designed  to  recall 
his  wandering  senses  to  recojleotion  and 

1 4  com>* 
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comporar^  exdaimed— ''  The  priest  yoa 
bid  me  send  for  to  yoUr  aid  is  here; 
say,  ther^re,  what  you  have  to  my  to 
him,  and  give  your  troubled  bosom  rest 
and  relief." 

These  words  produced  the  effects  they 
were  meant  to  produce;. a  ocmvtdsive 
motion  passed  across  the  features  ci 
the  sufferer,  and,  with .  a  terrible  effort 
and  struggle  with  the  grim  ty»nt^  who 
was  about  to  claim  him  as  his  own,  he 
hdlied  his  faculties  to  his  assbtanee,  and, 
in  a  YCttoe  fed>l6  and  guttural,  and  broken 
with  the  hiccup  of  departing  life^  pro- 
nounced— **  It  is  well ;  my  soul  pants  to 
pour  forth  its  secret.  Bid  him  come 
here,  and  listen  to  my  words.*^ 

The  curate,  upon  this,  advanced ;  and 
taking  the  dying  man  by  the  band»  as  if 
to  assure  him  of  his  presence,  said—**  Sin« 
ner,  I  have  answered  your  summons. 
If  any  w^ht  c£^  unrepented  gasSU  lies 

heavy 
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heavy  at  yofir  heart,  repent  it  quickly — 
you  have  no  tinie  to  spare.  Our  holy 
faith  holds  out  ibrgiTeness  to  repentant 
sinners — therefore  despair  not.  If  thy 
soul  be  truly  penitent,  the  blessed  bipod 
of  Him  who  died  for  all  can  wash  you 
clean,  so  your  remorse  be  true  and  un*> 
feignedly  sincere.  But  say,  what  crime 
is  it  which  I  have  learnt  you  wish  to 
speak  about,  and  which  involves  some 
other  guilty  sinner  in  its  anmuicia-^ 
tionr 

To  these  words  of  the  curate  the  suf- 
ferer replied,  in  broken  accents,  and  in  a 
tone,  at  times,  scarcely  articulate  of  au* 
dible,  in  substance  as  follows  (for,  from: 
the  reasons  we  have  just  ;^ven,  it  would- 
occasioQ  too  much  prolixity  and  tedious* 
ness  to  set  downt  in  detail  every  thing 
which  fell  from  his  lips)r— "  Though 
known  to  you,  most  holy  man,^  by  thcj: 
name  of  Alan  Beltingham^  which,,  since 
my  short  residence  ia  this  neighbour- 

L  &  hood,. 
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hood,  I  have  essumed,  b^hoM  before 
our  eyes  the  mortal  remnant  of  him 
who  once  was  Walter  Wharton." 

«      .  .  , 

At  ;the  mention  of  the  name  of  Whar- 
ton, an  unusual  sensation  shot  across  the 
breasts  of  Reginald  Cuttsand  his  foreign 
companion,  and  the  emotion  of  the  lat- 
ter became  so  violent,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  she  suppressed  a  rising  shriek, 
and  stifling  her  agitated  feelings,  became 
sufficiently  tranquil  to  attend  to  the  se- 
quel of  the  confession.  Her  emotions, 
owing  to  their  having  been  totally  un- 
expected, were  not  observed  by  any  of 
the  attentive  auditors. 

**  Near  the  village  of  Thrapston,  in  the 
county  of  Northampton,  stands  Wharton 
Hovise,  the  seat  of  my  ancestors,  and 
now  inhabited  by. its  most  guilty  owner, 
my  brother  Nicholas  Wharton,  who  has 
but  lately  returned  thither  to  reside.  It 
is  now  between  seventeen  and  eighteen 

years 
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years  %gti  rinee  he  and  I  were  in  habits 
df  striet  intimacy,  and  woald  we  never 
had  been  so !  it  is  now  however  too  hte 
to  repine.  Otir  intfmaey  enabled  me  to 
partake  of  many  tilings,  which  the  nar- 
row fortune  left  me  by  my  father  de-^ 
prived  me  from  partaking ;  I  was  ooni> 
strained  to  beoome  the  creature  and  mi*, 
nion  0f  my  brother's  will,  and  to  obey 
his  mandates,  or  to  be  driven  houseless 
and  penny  less  from  his  roof ;  and  I  re« 
gret  to  say,,  that  I  obeyed  his  will,  and 
did  bini)  much  service;  which  now  giver 
evidence  against  my  soul..  But  T  pass 
ovtt  minor  crimes-^  have  no'  space  to 
spare  for  their  narration— I'  hasten'  tb> 
the  deed  which  stained  my  C(»iscience 
with  the  guilt' of  murdeis  and  whicfa^  but 
that  I  do  believe  the  words«of -consola^ 
tion  yott  have  uttered,  and^  know  that 
my  vBpentaiMe^is^dncere,  I  should  de-^ 
qpair  to£  findings  mercy  foir/  before  that 
presence  to  which  L  amthsflstMing  to  ap'^ 
pei^.   Blit,  God  be  pmisedr  this  terrible 

j6  fall 
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faQfnom  aiy  honje,  and  the  uijories  I 
have  reoeived  from,  bb  kicks,  though 
they  have  eut  short  my  mortal  span,  and 
reduced  me  to  what  you  behold,  have 
opened  my  oonsdeiioe  to  a  conviction 
of  my  crimes,  and  my  soul  to  a  sincere 
xepentanceofthem.  God  ^rant  me  breath 
to  unfidd  a  murderous  tale,  and  bring  to 
justice  him  who  tempted  me  to  aid  hiii 
barhaious  and  unndtural  deed ! 

^  My  brother  Nichdas,  soon  after'  his 
becoming  possessed  of  the  estate  of  our 
father,  left  England  for  the  Continent ; 
and  after  an  absence  of  some  months,  re* 
turned  to  Wharton  House,  bringing 
with  him  a  lady,  who  passed  for  his  wife 
The  neighbours  knew  nothing  of  this 
circumstance ;  foi:^  such  was  the  nature 
of  the  doings  at  Wharton  House,  that 
none  of  the  neighbouring  gentry  ever 
cared  to. shew  their  ftces  thc^;  nor  did 
we  care  to ,  let .  them  know  the  mi^ner 
in  which  we  parsed  Our  time. 

*^  For  stmte  mimths  i;he  lady  and.  my 

brother 
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brother  lived  together,  apparently  much 
satisfied  with  each  other's  society ;  they 
were  not,  however,  continually  at  Whar-^ 
ton  House,  but  were  generally  absent 
together  for.  weeks  at  a  time.  At  length 
they  came  home  one  night  after  an  excur^ 
sion  of  this  sort,  and  I  could  see  that  they 
were  in  high  dudgeon,  and  discontented 
with  each  other;  nor  did  my  brother 
long  conceal  from  me  his  anger,  and  hia 
desire  of  vengeance  on  the  kdy » for  some 
cause  or  other  of  oflfence  which  she  had 
given  him,  but  with  which  he  did  not 
tliink  proper  to  make  me  thenacquaint« 
ed.  They  were,  oatheir  return  this  time^ 
accompanied  by  a  tovely  female  infaiat» 
rf  which,  during  their  absence,,  the  lady 
bad    been    ddivived,  and  which  Was 
scarcdy  six  weeks  old.    Soon  after  this> 
several  persons,,  with  whom  I  was  Xo 
tally  unaequainted*  arrived  %%  the  bouse>. 
€md  much  reserve  was  used  as « to»  what 
was  the  busiiiess  upon  which  they  earner 
On  the.  day  next  after  their  mm  A  my 

brother 
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brother,  on  pvetenee  of  some  matter 
of  hnpoitance,.  dispatdied  me  to^a  place 
upwardU-  of' two  days  distance  from  the 
house.  I  ^secuted  my  commission,  and 
returned  bade  without  dday.  On  my 
return,  I  found  the  lady  and  the  stran*' 
gers  g6ne,.  and  &om  that  hour  I  never 
baiee  beheld  them^  more^  The  child  was 
left,  and  Nicholas  too  was*  there.  His 
air  was  troubled,  and  he  seemed  bent 
upon  some  deed  of  vengeance  when  I 
met  hiin ;  nor  was  it  lei^  beforc  he  gave 
his«  vengeance  vent,,  and  persuaded  me 
to  become  his  partner  in  the  deed,  which 
I  sent  to  you.  to>heac  my  dying,  words^ 
narmte.'*' 


The  dyingrman  Had,,  with  great  £ffir 
culty,  proceeded  thus  &r,.  when  the  mys^ 
terious  woman  b3!t'  wliom^  Belaid  was 
accompanied,.and  wbb,.for  the  kst  two 
or  three  minutes  had  been  hdxairiiig  urn 
der  emotions  almost  too  strong  for  na- 
ture to  suppbsss,.  rushed  closely,  up  to 

him» 
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him,  and  pushing  back  the  priest  and 
the  otlier  two  persons  who  had  been  her 
fellow  a  uditors»  shrieked  forth  into  the 
very  ear  of  the  dyitig  sinner — •*  Wretch ! 
what  did  ye  with  tny  child  ?  I  charge 
ye  tell  me»  by  the  God  that  made  ye, 
what  did  ye  with  my  child  T* . 

Before  Reginald,  the  cnrate^  or  the 
wife  of  Walter  Wharton  (for  it  was  she 
by  whom  they  had  been  conducted  to 
the  chamber),  oould  recover  from  their 
astonishment,  or  interfere  between  her 
and  the  wretched  being,  she  addressed 
herself  to  the  latter  of  the  two,  in  a 
voice  horriUy  distinct,  and,  in  a  manner 
more  calm  and  more  sednte  than  he  had 
hitherto  made  use  of,  replied — **  Attend 
—•list  to  my  words,  and  you  shall  hear 
it  all.  It  was  on  a  cold  and  frosty  win- 
ter's night  we  left  the  private  postern  of 
the  Park,  and  crossed  the  fields  which 
led  to  the  outskirts  of  the  grounds  of 
Wharton.  The  child  was  wrapped  in 
'     '  cbthes^ 
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dotiies,  and  btiried  in  the  deep  of  innto- 
cence,  from  whidi  it  never  awoke.  We 
eliose  our  $pot — the  unfr^uented  wood 
of  Haybnmgfip^  and  in  the  thickest  cor 
rer  of  it  left  the  babe»  wl^eh^  no  doubt, 
perished  long  before  the  mprning/* 

•*  Wretch  !  what  could  have  led  yon 
to  commit  this  crime  ?"*  again  screamed 
the  frantic  female,  whose  violence  had 
now  arises  to  such  an^  extravagant  pitchy 
that  it  was  iound  iiecessary  to  restraiu 
her  by  main  force*  from  precipitating, 
hex^elf  upoit the,  expiring  Walter;  Mean^ 
while  that  wretched  foemg,  apparentl3r 
insensible  to  the  steams  and  piercing 
shrinks  \i;rth  which  she  filled  the  room,, 
but  evidently  much  weakened  from  the 
great  exertions  hjB  Imd  used,,  and,,  to  all 
appearaiK^y  in  tjhe  very  agonies  of  death^. 
sti^uggH^g:  with  his  fate^  and,,  in  spite  of 
the  incessant  convulsions  of  his  writhing 
f\mfi€^  with  hideouis  peptinacity  went  on 
to  aoswer  her  int^rroga^ons. 
,    ••^My  hcQth^x:— ^Ohj^mesrfy  !^~my  bwK 

thee 


th€r  told  me  that  the  diild  was  hone  of 
his — ^that*-*— *-Mercy»  mercy !-— <nie  mo- 

ment  longer !~^CHi»  God! ^that  she 

had  deceived  him — ^had  palmed  upon 

him-' ^Again    that  fearful    spasm — a 

moment  longer! ^that — ^that Oh ! 

mercy,  mercy,  Jesus  T 

His  mortal  pangs  were  terminated, 
and  let  us  not  presume  to  say,  he  met 
not  with  that  mercy  he  implored.  But 
it  becomes  not  the  writer  of  this  history 
to  pause  and  mcraUze;  nor  are  these 
pages  fit  vehicles  fixr  the  ccmveyance  of 
that  sort  of  instruction,  which  is  much 
better  learnt  in  writings  of  a  more  seri- 
ous diaracter ;  suffice  **  we  tell  the  tale 
as  it  was  told  to  us,**  and  stay  not  by 
the  way  to  undertake  a  task  for  which 
we  are  not  fitted  nor  indited. 

So  furious  was  the  struggle  between 
her,  who,  fit>m  what  had  fiillen  from  her 
tongue,  was  the  fmiale  alluded  to  by  the 

guilty 
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guilty  Walter,  and  so  gtieat  the  nmse 
and  ccmfusion  which  in  consequence  of 
her  behaviour  arc^,  that  it  was  dome 
considerable  time  before  the  death  of  that 
personage  was  perceived. 

Meanwhile  the  raging  woman  was, 
by  main  force,  conveyed  down  stairs, 
and  committed  to  the  charge  of  Ra- 
nald and  the  priest,  whikt  Gillian  Whar- 
ton, the  widow  of  the  deceased,  gave  the 
requisite  directions  as  to  the  corpse.  In 
a  word,  the  whcde  household^  and  every 
person  in  the  premises,  had  been  so 
alarmed  at  the  dreadful  circumstances 
attending  the  death  of  the  mastar  of  the 
house,  and  tlie  horrible  and  appalling 
discoveries  which  bad  been  just  made, 
that  no  one  knew  precisely  what  steps 
to  take,  and  the  utmost  confusion  pre- 
vailed. 

It  was  several  hours  before  Reginald 
could  in  any  manner  padfy  the  conflict 

which 
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which  agitated  the  bosoni  of  the  lady 
comtnitted  to  his  charge^  nor  had  the 
curate  much  better  suooess  in  his  endea- 
vours with  hec.  In  vain  they  both  in- 
culcated the  necessity  of  forgiving  the 
sins  of  others,  if  we  ourselves  desired  for- 
giveness of  our  own  from  a  higher  Power 
— ^in  vain  they  for  a  long  time  endea* 
voured  to  persuade  her  of  the  folly  and 
uselessness  of  giving  such  unbounded 
licence  to  the  paroxysms  of  gridf  and  de- 
sires of  vengeiuice ;  their  representations 
were  unheeded,  and  theniselves  treated 
with  little  or  no  sort  of  reqpe6t;  and  it  was 
not  until  weary  with  the  violence  of  lier 
exertions,  that  the  object  of  their  solici- 
tude was  at  last  reluctantly  prevailed 
upon  to  betake  herself  to  a  bed,  which 
was  prepared  for  her  accommodation,, 
and  leave  her  astonished  companions  ta 
confer  on  what  had  taken  place^  and  on 
what  course  it  would  be  best  for  them  tp 
pursue. 


To 
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To  the  grieat  relief  of  all  of  them,  the 
lad}'^  whose  conduct,  the  night  brfore,  had 
been  so  furious  and  alarming,  became 
the  next  day,  perfectly  sensible  and  col- 
lected, and  she  was  aUe  to  take  part  in 
the  oonsultation  which  was  held  as  to 
bringing  to  justice  the  murderer  di  her 
in&nt  chiUL 

It  was  agreed  upon^  (liat,£)r  the  pur- 
poses  of  justioe,  it  would  be  expedient, 
till  they  had  obtained  aid  of  the  ci-, 
vil  power,  and  were  fully  prepared  to 
seiase  upon  the  blood*stained  Nicholas 
Wharton,  to  bury,  in  profound  secrecy, 
the  confession  to  which  they  had  been 
witnesses ;  and  that  to  carry  their  intrat 
into  execution,  it  would  be  necessary  for 
B^ginald  Ciitti^  imd  the.  mother  cf  the 
murdered  duld,  without  delay,  to  set 
out  on  their  journey  to  Thrapston. 

That  un!iappy  female  was  now  be- 
come  completely   tranq^uil;  desires  of 

cool 
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cool  and  certain  vengeance  seemed  to 
have  taken  full  possession  of  her  mind, 
and  her  resolves,  though  less  loud,  were 
deeper  and  more  fell  than  they  had  been 
before  the  discoveries  which  the  night 
had  made.-—**  Madam,**  said  she,  ad- 
dressing herself  to  Gillian  Wharton,  "  to 
yoii  I  tender  my  apology  for  what  last 
night  took  place.  The  things  which 
were  then  disclosed  account  for  my  be- 
haviour and  excess.  It  is  fit  that  I  should 
tiow  explain  what,  no  doubt,  seems  mys- 
terious to  you  all,  and  you  shall  be  my 
judges  whether  my  injuries  demand  not 
heavy  putiishmenft  upon  the  heads  of 
those  by  whom  they  have  been  inflicts 
ed.** 

••  Lady,**  replied  Gillian,  •*  doubt  not 
my  pardon ;  you  have  in  no  manner  of- 
fended me ;  proceed,  therefore,  in  your 
narration,  and  trust  me  it  will  be  told  to 
those  who  are  most  friendly  to  the  rause, 
and  execrate  the  deeds  which  have  been 
wrought  agninst  you  " 

The 
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The  lady  then  went  on.-^"  You  see 
befix-e  you  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
most  illustrious  houses  of  Normandy. 
My  maiden  name  was  Agnes  Montcalm, 
and  would  that  I  had  never  changed 
that  appellation !   but  fate  decreed   it 
should  be  otherwise.    It  was  the  mis- 
fortune of  my  family  to  be  distracted 
with  altereaticms  as  to  thef>roper  mode  of 
worshipping  their  God*    My  father  and 
mother  were  Hugonots;  the  rest  of  my 
relatiims    bitted  pa^sts^  and  ccmse- 
quentiy  hostile  to  my  parents.    You  all 
know  the  evaits  to  which  tlie  rival  fac- 
tions of  my  country  have  given  birth ;  I 
will  not,  therefore^  detain  you  with  a  re- 
capitulation of  events  with  which  you 
arealrc^y  well  acquainted;  suffice  to 
say,  that  I  lost  my  parents  at  a  very 
early  age-^tbat  the  party  to  which  they 
had  been  friendly  wa# .  ultimately  over- 
corner— that  I  was  by  my  und^  seized 
upour-that  tbey  deprived  me  of  my 
possessions,  and  forced  me  into  a  cm* 

vent» 
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veiit,  where  it  was  their  intention  to 
<xmipel  me  to  abandon  the  religious  te- 
nets which  my  deceased  parents  had  in« 
stilled  into  my  mind;  and  when  I  should 
be  old  enough  tot  that  purpose,  to  take 
the  veil  This  I,  however,  resolved  ne- 
ver to  give  my  consent  to ;  and  I  never 
did.  It  would  be  both  tedious  and  dis- 
gusting to  your  ears  to  listen  to  all  the 
devices,  the  stratagems,  the  contrivances, 
the  cruelty,  and  malice,  with  which  I 
was  continually  assailed  and  persecuted, 
to  w^  me  from  my  determinatim ;  and 
the  prioress  of  the  convent  and  har  nuns 
being  at  length  satisfied  that,  with  my 
own  ccmsent,  I  never  would  become  ^ 
sister  of  their  order,  resolved  that  I 
should  become  one  perforce,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  my  protest  and  dissent. 

^:  A  ceremony,  replete  with  senseless 
mummery,  was  performed  over  me — my 
hair  was  cut  short — I  was  habited  in  the 
garments  of  a  sister  of  St»  Benedict,  and 
given  to  undeiatand  that  I  was  now  a 

nun 
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nun  prafessed,  md  that  I  must  regulate 
my  conduet  accordingly.  But  I  grow 
prolix  in  my  story,  and  will  therefore 
pass  over  indd^its  of  minor  import 

^  I  was  rele$sed  from  the  convoit  by 
the  brother  of  the  man  who  died  last 
night;  we  were  married,  and  he  convey- 
ed  me,  in  silence  and  secreoy,  to  Eng- 
land. At  Wharton  House,  near  Thrap- 
ston,  we  resided,  some  time ;  we  visited 
together  numy  places  of  this  country. 
The  oonfesinon  of  last  night  contains  a 
pOTtion  of  what  followed.  I  was  defi- 
vered  of  a  daughter ;  but  this  event 
made  no  alteration  in  the  ill  usage 
which  1  had,  for  some  tiaoie' before  it  tock 
place,  ebcperienced  from  the  hands  of  my 
husband.  I  perceived  that  my  presence 
was  become  odious  to  h^m,  and  tiiat  I 
was,  in  some  degree^  a  restraint  upon 
his  libertine  practices.  .  Mutual  r^roaeh 
succeeded,  and  he  had  one  day  the  in- 
sdence  to  inform  me,  that  I  must  not 
consider  mjrstflf  :as  Jiis  wifo,  for  that  our 

marriage 
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mUriage,  having  been  celebrated  in 
France  by  «  Hugon^t;  dergyman,  was 
not  binding  by  the  laws  of  that  coun- 
try, and  was  of  no  force  in  this.  En- 
raged beyond  endurance  at  bis  words,  I 
vented  my  repfoaches  on  him ;  and  to 
repay  Ms  tamits  in  kind,  told  him  my 
duld  was  not  indebted  for  its  birth  to 
him,  but  was  the  o£&pring  (tf  another 
ftther.  His  rage  burst  forth  beyond  all 
bounds.  He  swore  to  be  revenged,  and  he 
hm  fully  kept  his  word,as  we  dl  learnt  last 
night  For  mysd^  I  was  fay  force  ocm- 
veyed  firom  Wharton  House,  and  carri- 
ed back  to  Notre  Dame,  from  which  I 
had  he&re  escaped  with  him.  With  me 
he  sent  a  letter  to  the  prioress,  in  which 
be  hypocritically  affected  to  be  sorry  for 
what  he  had  done  in  removing  me  from 
her  car^  and  praying  that  in  future  I 
mght  be  better  kioked  to. 
•  ^  The  prioress  reoeived  me  with  a  ma- 
lignant  joy.  For  my  own  part,  I  doubt- 
ed n(A  but  that  my  life  would  pay  my 
TOL.  III.  K  trespass 
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trespass  on  monastic  rules,  and  so  did  he 
who  put  me  into  her  clutches.  We 
were  however  both  deceived.  On  my 
devoted  head,  for  sixteen  years,  every 
species  of  rigour,  of  cruelty,  of  degrada- 
tion, has  been  hourly  heaped.  At  times, 
suffered  to  enjoy  such  liberty  as  is  to  be 
met  with  in  a  Benedictine  house — at 
times,  kept  a  close  prisoner  in  a  cell  or 
dungeon,  and  treated  with  such  &re  as 
you  may  well  suppose ;  yet  I  survived 
it  all.  My  trust,  that  the  day  of  retribu- 
tion would  at  length  arrive,  is  now  ful- 
filled. This  gentleman  released  me  from 
my  chains,  and  I  am  ready  now  to  set 
about  the  task  for  which,  until  this  hour, 
I  have  been  reserved." 

She  paused,  and  her  auditors  looked 
at  each  other  with  silent  amazement  and 
horror ;  indeed,  the  whole  of  what  a  few 
short  hours  had,  in  such  a  strange  man- 
ner, developed,  seemed  more  like  the 
f^ry  fabrications  of  a  dream  than  a  his- 
tory 
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tory  of  r^^  events  which  had  taken  place, 
in  part  immediately  in  the  very  {H*esence 
of  those  who  heard  her.  It  made,  how- 
ever, no  alteration  in  the  plan  on  which 
they  were  already  agreed.  The  priest 
and  the  widow  of  Walter  Wharton  re- 
mained behind  to  attend  to  the  funeral 
obsequies  of  her  departed  husband,  pro- 
mising, as  soon  as  they  were  performed, 
to  proceed  to  Cutts  Castle ;  and  Reginald 
and  the  wife  of  the  iniquitous  and  blood- 
thirsty Nicholas  set  out  without  delay  to 
Thrapston. 

They  arrived  there  without  meeting 
with  any  further  adventure;  and  the 
lady  desiring  that  he  would  not  make 
her  arrival  known  till  she  should  again 
see  him,  but  in  the  meantime  apply  to 
the  proper  authorities,  and  get  the  mur- 
derer of  her  child  secured,  wished  him 
adieu  for  the  present ;  and  it  being  night- 
fall when  they  arrived  at  their  journey's 
end,  betook  herself  along  the  road,  which, 

K2  at 
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at  her  request,  he  pointed  out  to  her, 
and  was  quickly  out  of  his  sight. 

His  compamon  being  gone.  Repaid 
resolved  not  to  tany  on  bis  road ;  andin 
eager  solicitude  once  more  to  reach  bis 
paraxial  roof,  rode  briskly  in  the  direc- 
tion to  Cutts  Castle. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 


##<i»#'#»#i»^##»»»»#i» 


Never  was  known  a  night  of  such  distraction-^ 
Noise  so  confus'd  and  dreadful— justling  crowds 
That  mn,  «iid  know  not  whither — torches  gtiding, 
Iik«  meteorsi  hj  each  other !  Spanith  Friar . 


'Before^  bowever,  vre  permit  him  to 
reach  the  castle,  we  will  ourselyes  go 
thither,  and  beg  the  reader  to  accompa- 
ny us. 

.  It  was  late  one  qvemng,  towards  the 
eod  of  October,  that  sir  Harbottle  Cutts 
and  his  wife,  lady  Margaret,  were  seated 
in  the  apartment  from  the  window  of 
which  we  have  formerly  described  Ali- 
son Fawkes  to  have  descried  the  ap- 
proadi  of  liie  gatekeeper  of  the  park 
with  the  horae  c^  Beginuld,   ofh  the 

K  3  eventful 
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eventful  night  of  the  supposed  murder 
of  that  young  man* 

The  fineiiess  of  the  night,  which  sue* 
eeeded  the  setting  of  the  autumnal  sun, 
detained  them  for  a  much  longer  time 
than  they  imagined  at  the  window, 
which  overlooked  the  park,  and  the 
hours  stole  imperceptibly  away,  whilst 
they  were,  in  pensive  sorrow  at  the  ca* 
lamities  of  which  they  had  beeii  the  vie* 
tims,  indulging  themselves  in  the  '^  lux* 
ury  of  woe** 

Whilst  they  were  thus  employed,  the 
sonorous  clock  of  the  cSsistle  struck  the 
tenth  hour  of  night,  and  by  the  rever- 
beratipn  of  its  strokes  awaked  them  from 
their  reverie,  and  warned  them  that  it 
was  nearly  time  to  retire  to  rest  for  the 
night. 

They  were  accordingly  about  to  quit 
the  oriel  window,  from  which  they  had 

been 
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been  gazing  on  the  prospect  before  them, 
when  their  attention  was  suddenly  ar*- 
restedj  apd  their  stay  prolonged,  by  what 
to  them  appeared  an  almost  unacooant* 
able  ph^iomenon. 

Immediately  on  the  lawn  which  sur- 
rounded the  casUe,  and  advancing  along 
the  road  which  led  directly  to  the  great 
portal  erf*  the  hall,  they  perceived  a  group 
of  at  least  twenty  persons  on  foot,  and, 
a,s  far  as  they  could  distinguish  by  the 
light  of  the  moon,  which  shone  forth, 
brightly  armed  with  swords,  staves, 
pikes,  and  javelinsr 

'  They  saw  too,  with  sufficient  accuracy 
to  increase  their  astonishment  to  a  still 
higher  pitch,  that  two  of  the  persons  who 
formed  this  group  were  fastly  fettered, and 
dragged  along  by  the  others,  as  it  were 
by  main  force,  and  that  the  inanimate 
body  of  a  third,  apparently  that  of  a  fe- 

K  4  male, 
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male,  wacr  supported  by*  sevecd  of  those 
by  whom  it  was.  aacompamed. 

The  first  impulse  of  their  minds  was 
to  prepare  themselves.  &m  the  announoe- 
ment  of  some  further  disaster ;  for  so 
terrible  had  been  the  erents  which  they 
had  been  latdy  doomed  to  witness,  that 
every  incident  whidi  in  any  way  varied 
the  usual  course  of  events,  was  by  them 
dreaded  as  the  forerunner  and  teuibinger 
of  fi^sh  calamities. 

•    • 

Sxpectisg,.  therefore,,  some  news  of 
doleful  character,  they  descended  wid»* 
out  delay  into  the  hall,  and  summoning 
the  bousdiDM  to  tfaek  presence,  acquaint- 
ed them  with  the^  appniach  of  those 
whom  they  had  bebdd  advancing  ta> 
wards  the  castle. 

Before  they  had.  fhlly  pecfiirmed  this 
task,  a  tjidndering  af^caticm  was  made 

upon 
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upon  the  massive  door,  and  furiously 
did  the  weapons  of  those  without  ring 
on  its  iron-plated  panels. 

Sir  Harhottle,  incensed  that  such  rude 
visitants  should  thus  presume  to  disturb 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  his  mansion^ 
pushed  on  one  side  the  porter  of  the  gate, 
and  advancing  towards  an  iron  grating 
which  was  let  into  the  woodwork  of  the 
door,  and  through  which  the  assailants 
were  visible,  himself  applied  his  voice, 
and;  in  no  pleasing  tones,  demanded-** 
"  Who  are  ye,  that,  with  such  loud 
noise  and  riotous  demeanour,  do  thus 
presume  to  batter  at  my  gates  ?" 

To  this  question,  and  in  a  voice  the 
natural  harshness  q£  which  was  softened 
us  much  as  possible  by  a  tone  oi  apology 
find  concession^  the  following  answer  was 
returned-—**  We  humbly  demand  your 
pardon,  sir  Harbottle,  and  meant  not  to 
give  offence ;  but  our  business  is  one  of 
pressing  necessity-^we  have  here  good 

K  5  news 
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ftews  for  you;  admit  us  quickly,  and 
credit  me,  you  will  rejoice  at  what  I 
shall  communicate  to  you/' 

"  Who  are  ye,  man  ?" 

"  Ralph  Bartizan,  the  headborough 
of  Thrapston,  and  officer  of  the  sheriff, 
with  my  constables  and  the  officers  of 
justice.** 

Upon  this,  and  wondering  what  could 
be  the  nature  of  such  an  unlooked-for 
visit,  sir  Harbottle  gave  immediate  or- 
ders for  their  admittance,  and  the  for- 
midable leader  of  the  band,  his  myrmi- 
dons, and  part  of  the  group,  forthwith 
entered  the  halL 

But  who  shall  depict  the  consterna- 
tion of  the  domestics  and  attendants  of 
sir  Harbottle  and  his  lady,  and  indeed 
of  sir  Harbottle  himself,  when,  in  the 
persons  of  the  two  prisoners  who  were 
fast  linked  together,  and  GtirAy  secured 
by  gyves  of  iron,  were  recognized,  at  a 

first 
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first  glance,  the  reverend  possessor  of 
Wharton  rectory,  and  the  foul  sorceress 
Gundred  Wolfe ! 

No  sooner  were  they  percdved,  than 
almost  every  person  present  prepared  to 
seek  their  safety  in  immediate  flight ;  for 
mich  was  the  loathing  and  terror  in  which 
these  two  execrable  wretches  were  held, 
that  no  one  thought  himself  safe  in  their 
hateful  presence. 

Lady  Margaret,  however,  whose 
strength  of  mind  rendered  her  sceptical 
in  the  belief  of  the  supernatural  powers 
attributed  to  these  two  individuals,  and 
greatly  irritated  at  a  visit  from  the  head- 
borough  and  his  officers,  and  the  inde- 
corous manner  in  which  he  and  his  pri-- 
soners  had  ushered  themselves  into  the 
hall,  the  drift  of  which  behaviour  she 
could  not  unriddle^  and  beginning  to 
think  that  Bartizan  was  labouring  undefr 
ike  effects  of  intoxication^  and  that  his 

K  6  conduct 
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conduct  malted  her  sevef est  censure  and 
reproof,,  called  out  to  the  retreating  ser- 
vants— "  Stir  not,  on  your  peril ! — ^the 
first  who  quits  this  hall  without  my  leave 
quits  my  service  for  ever^  Stir  not,  I 
.say — stand  where  you  are,  and  wait  till 
I  command  your  absence/*  Then  turn- 
ing to  the  intrusive  gtoup,  she  went  on 
— "  Fellows,  what  me^ns  this  rude  be- 
haviour and  strange  rout?  Think  you 
we  will  be  thus  treated  with  impunity? 
You,  Bartizan,  I  say,  what  means  all 
this  ?  why  is  our  house  defifed,  and  our 
repose  broke  in  upon  by  you,  and  all 
this  rabble  at  your  heels  ?  Why  is  this 
miscreant  beldame  thrust  upon  us ;  and 
.wherefore  are  we  troubled  with  the  pre- 
sence of  this  man  of  evil  reputation  and 
foul  fame  ?" 

"  Lady,"  replied  the  leader  of  the  band, 
a  little  alarmed  at  the  tone  in  which  she 
spoke,  *^  the  rector  and  this  womMl  are 
our  prisoners,  and  ^e  aitest$db  by  Virtue 
:  of  thia  wnrrun  t    There  is  strong  ehso^ 

of 
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of  sorcery  against  them,  dnd  I  km  or- 
dered to  convey  tfaem  to  Northampticm, 
and  should  not  now  be  here,  but  for  the 
strange  circumstances  attending  their 
capture — Ho  there  without!  bring  in 
the  lady!" 

Upon  this  several  of  his  attendants, 
who  had  not  as  yet  entered  the  hall,  in 
obedience  to  his  Gomn>ands,  made  their 
appearance,  supporting  the  inanimate 
form  of  a  young  person,  who  was  imme- 
diately recognized  to  be  the  lost  Alison 
Fawkes.  In  an  instant  an  acclamation 
of  surprise  resounded  through  the  hall^ 
and  Bartiaan,  without  making  any  pause^ 
continued—"  Here  is  your  late  lost  dam- 
sel,  rescued  but  even  now  from  the  foul 
fingers  of  this  guilty  pair;  how  she  be- 
came their  prey,  I  know  not,  nor  will 
you  learn,  till  $hi  recover  from  this 
swooning  fit.  And  further  news  I  have 
in  $t<»e  for  ye«-«one  you  have  long 

thought 
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tbotrght  dead,  lives,  and  but  waits  my 
Toice  to  shew  himself." 

•*  What  sayst  thou,  man  ?*  interrupt- 
ed lady  Cutt8>  whose  surprise  at  what  she 
saw  almost  inclined  her  to  doubt  the 
evidence  of  her  senses — ^**  go  not  to*  mock 
us  with  some  fool-born  jest,"  nor  let  us 
linger  longer  in  suspenise,^  but  say  what, 
mean  those  words  ye  said  ?** 

•*  One  whom  you  have  long  thought 
dead,  lives^  and  is  here  unharmed.** 

•*  FelloWy  explain,^  we  charge  ye,"  ex- 
claimed at  the  same  instant  both  sir  Har- 
bottle  and  his  lady — **  fellow,  we  say, 
be  brief— explain — explain !" 

^  Your  son  Reginald,  whom  yoa 
thought  murdered,  lives." 

"  Lives !  say  you  ?** 

*•  Ay,  lives^  and  this  is  he." 

« 

So  saying,  hemadie  a  preconcerted  sig- 
nal, and  Reginald  Cutts  himself  rushed 
into  the  hall,,  exdaiming,  as  he  threw 

himself 
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himself  into  the  arms  of  his  pafrents-^ 
•*  Father !  mother  r 
*•  My  son  I  my  son  l'^ 

To  describe  what  foHowed  is  a  task 
too  difficult  for  the  feeble  pen  of  the 
compiler  of  these  events  to  attempt, 
and  here  he  must  draw  a  veil  over  what 
took  place  in  the  breasts  and  feelings  of 
the  actors  in  this  most  interesting  scene, 
and  leave  it  t&  the  imaginations  of  those 
whose  eyes  these  pages  may  chance  to 
meet,  to  picture  the  joy,  the  exultation, 
the  rapture,  with  which  all  parties  were 
animated.  Nor  was  it  many  minutes  be>- 
fore  their  happiness  was  rendered  com- 
plete  and  perfect,  by  the  recovery  of  AH* 
son  from  the  state  of  exanimatibn  in 
which  she  had  been  brought  to  the 
castle. 

The  lady  Cutts,  whose  presence  ©f 
mind,  notwithstanding  her  joy  in  hav^ 
ing  recovered  her  son^  never  forsook  her, 

took 
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took  care  that  she  should  be  conveyed 
to  bed,  and  that  all  inquiries  into  the 
events  of  her  strange  absence  should 
be  suspended,  till  she  had  been  in  some 
degree  restored  to  her  strength  by  quiet 
and  repose. 

Reginald,  in  a  few  words,  explained 
the  circumstances  attending  his  disap- 
pearance, and  having  concluded,  and 
fully  satisfied  his  wondering  parents  that 
he  had  sustained  no  injury  by  his  ad- 
ventures, said — "  Though  this  night  has 
been  most  prolific  in  unlooked-for  events, 
its  labours  are  not  yet  brought  to  a  close. 
Barti2sani  the  headborough,  to  whom  I 
owe  more  than  I  can  ever  repay,  is  by 
my  direction  forthwith  to  go  with  me  to 
Wharton  House." 

**  To  Wharton  House^  my  son  P  ex^ 
claimed  his  mother,  **  and  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night !  what  new  mastery 
is  this?^ 

"^  It  k  one  as  greats  mother,  as  any 
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you  have  witnessed — I  have  and  do  ac- 
cuse Nicholas  Wharton,  of  Wharton 
House,  of  the  foul  crime  of  murder ; 
and  will,  with  the  assistance  of  these 
officers  of  the  sheriff,  without  delay  ar- 
rest hhn." 

"  What  is  this  you  say,  Reginald  ? — 
Nicholas  Wharton  by  you  accused  of 
murder  !.-explain,  I  pray  ye."^ 

Reginald  complied  with  the  request 
of  his  pat^ts^  and,,  in  as  few  words  as 
possible,  rdated  what  he  had  witnessed 
at  the  house  of  the  departed  steward. 

**  Most  strange  arid  unaccountable  are 
the  ways  of  Providence  !''  ejaculated  sir 
Harbottle ;  ^  but  is  it  necessary  you  do 
yourself  proceed  to  Wharton  House  ?" 
.  **  Father,  it  is,  and  that  without  de- 
lay. I  have  pledged  mysdf  to  sift  this 
busiii^sa  thoroughly,  and  will  not  break 
my  word." 

«  Then  I  will  go  with  you,  my  son, 

nor 
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nor  will  again  quit  sight  of  you  till  this 
s^air  be  brought  to  consummation." 

Ralph  Bartizan  now  interposed,  and 
earnestly  entreated  that  he  might  leave 
his  prisoners  under  a  guard  of  four 
of  his  own  men  in  the  castle  of  sir 
Harbottle,  whilst  with  the  rest  he 
proceeded  without  delay  to  Wharton 
House. 

As  this  was  no  time  for  either  cere- 
mony, or  the  indulgence  of  prejudices 
incompatible  with  bringing  the  guilty 
to  justice,  his  request  was  complied  with, 
and  the  priest  and  Gundred,  guarded  by 
four  javelin-men^  took  up  their  quarters 
on  the  ground-floor  of  one  of  the  towers 
which  bounded  the  angles^  of  the  build* 
ing;  and  here  we  will  for  the  present 
leave  them,  and  see  what  in  the  mean 
time  was^  transacting  at  Whartra 
House* 

Nicholas 
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Nicholas  Wharton,  agreeably  to  the 
promise  which  he  bad  made  Alison,  of 
returning  to  her  presence  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  he  had  for  that  purpose 
appointed,  resolved  not  to  break  bis 
word ;  and  after  having  wound  up  his 
spirits  to  a  pitoh  sufficient  for  the  perpe^ 
tration  of  any  piece  of  atrocity  which 
he  might  deem  it  necessary  to  commit, 
in  a  state  not  very  far  removed  from  ac- 
tual intoxicati<»i,  prepared  to  descend  to 
the  secret  chamber* 

With  his  mind  worked  up  to  a  state 
of  feeling  truly  diabolical,  he  according- 
ly commenced  his  descent  to  the  stone 
dungeon  in  which  he  had  confined  the 
lively  victim  of  his  criminal  designs, 
and  exulting  in  .the  ease  with  which  he 
had  succeeded  in  decoying  her  from  the 
protecticm  of  her  benefactors,  unfastened 
the  trapdoor  which  divided  him  from 
the  prison  of  his  prey,  and  lowering  the 
ladder,  which  was  placed  by  the  side  of 

it. 
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it,  desoaided,  as  quickly  as  he  coald^  in- 
to die  interior  of  the  horrid  hole ;  but 
language  is  too  feeble  to  describe  the  $eim 
sations  which  passed  across  hts  mind, 
when,  after  having  readied  the  flooring 
of  the  dbamber^  and  traversed  both  it  and 
the  inner  apartment,  he  could  not  any^ 
where  ^Ssoaves  the  object  of  his  search. 

He  seemed  for  the.  first  two  or  three 
seconds  as  if  he  had  been  actually  ber^ 
of  his  wits  and  understandkig.  His  eyes, 
bloodshot  with  fury,  and  inflamed  with 
the  strength  of  the  potations  in  which 
-he  had  been  indulging,  seemed  aduaSy 
bursting  from  his^  head.  With  a  sort  of 
instinctive  motion,  and  as  if  to  guard  faim- 
sdf  against  evite  of  which  he  knew  not 
the  precise  nature  or  ni^aning,.  but  to 
which  he  coni^dered  himself  in  some 
way  or  other  exposed,  with  one  hand  he 
grasped  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  and  drew 
its  shining  blade  half-way  from  the  rich 
scabbard  which  contained  it;  with  the 

other 
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other  be  seized  the  lamp  whidb  hung 
in  the  middle  of  the  dungeon,  and  un- 
hooking it  from  its  dangling  chain,  rush* 
ed  onoe  more  into  the  inner  chamber  of 
this  subterranean  den,  and  explored 
every  nook  and  comer  of  its  confines. 

All  this  was  but  the  work  of  a  single 
instant— -in  a  single  instant  the  convic- 
ti(»i,  that  his  victim  had  eluded  hiift  grasp, 
and  obtained  her  freedom,  burst  on  hi^ 
maddened  brain ;  his  saases  were  for  an 
instant  stunned  by  an  occurrence  of  a 
nature  so  unfiithomable,  so  totally  in-' 
comprehensible  to  all  his  powars  of  cal* 
culaticm  to  account  for. 

But  he  continued  not  long  in  a  state 
of  mere  wondermient,  nor  was  his  a  tem- 
per to  remain,  under  the  drcumstanees 
of  the  case  by  wUch  he  was  bewildered^ 
a  mere  pacific  jsped;ator  of  the.  loss  to 
whi^  he  was  exposed;  in  a  state  of 
mind  little  sh<Hrt  of  actual  fremsy  and 

distraction, 
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distraction,  his  face  blazing  with  indig- 
nation,  and  reeking  with  perspiration,^ 
his  nlouth  foaming  with  the  saliva  of 
rancorous  fury  and  revenge,  he  lost 
no  time  in  quitting  the  gloomy  prison 
which  had  proved  so  insecure  in  the  de- 
tention of  his  victim. 

Without  delay  he  rushed  headlong 
through  the  numerous  apartments  and 
long  corridors  of  Wharton  House,  un- 
certain what  course  to  pursue,  to  recover 
her  who  had  fled,  and  apparently  under 
the  influence  of  inebriation  and  insanity. 
But  to  increase  his  perplexity  and  rage, 
he  could  discover  no  traces  of  her  he 
sought ;  and  rushing  to  the  apartment 
which  was  set  apart  for  his  chamber  of 
audience,  when  he  chose  to  be  visible  to 
those  who  had  business  with  him,  he  re- 
solved without  delay  to  summon  every 
member  of  his  household  to  his  pre- 
sence, interrogate  them  strictly  as  to  the 
eause  and  object  of  his  search,  and  then 

commence 
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commence  a  second  scnitiny  of  every 
^nch  of  the  house,  premises,  and  park, 
of  which  he  was  the  owner. 

The  first  person  he  met  in  his  way  to 
bis  chamber  was  our  old  acquaintance 
Spadrone,  who  had  not  yet  left  the 
house.  This  wcnrthy  had,  but  half-an- 
hour  before,  been  accompanying  his  e- 
qually-rascally  employer  in  his  libations 
to  the  shrine  of  Bacchus,  and  urging 
him  to  drink  d^ply,  that  he  might  be' 
the  more  fit  to  meet  the  mistress  of  his 
heart,  who,  he  observed,  would  rejoice  ^ 
in  having  procured  a  Iovct  of  such  met- 
tle and  spirit.  Spadrone  himself,  when 
the  meeting  took  place,  was  in  a  condi- 
tion the  very  reverse  of  sober ;  he  reeled 
along  the  gallery  through  which  he  was 
passing,  and  would,  so  indistinct  had 
the  liquor  he  had  swallowed  rendered  his 
powers  of  vision,  have  certainly  run  his 
huge  head  full  butt  in  the  face  of  his  em- 
ployer and  patron,  had  not  Mr.. Whar- 
ton 
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ton  avoided  his  ap|N!oach,  and  seizing 
him  roughly  by  the  umn,  given  him  a 
shake,  which  in  some  measure  resfcofed 
him  to  the  use  of  his  senses,  and  dissi* 
pated  the  fumes  of  the  wine  which  filled 
his  skulL 

'^  Spadrone !  holloa,  man  T  soared  he 
forth ;  ^^  arouse-'4ttY>use !  I  say-— «I  need 
your  service.** 

^*  How  fares  it,  Mr.  Wharton^  with 
ye  ?**  answered  the  othar,  the  hiceap  of 
inebriation  (Juggling  in  lus  throat  with 
his  attempt  at  distinct  articulation — 
"  How  found  ye  the  bdy  ?" 

'^  Hdl  and  damnation  !**  roared  out 
the  master  of  Wharton  House,  seizing 
his  feUow-ruffian  by  the  ahoulders,  and 
shaking  him  as  if  he  meant  to  loosen  his 
head  from  his  body — '^  Arouse !  arouse! 
shake  off  this  ill-timed  letiiaigy  of  wine, 
and  come  with  me." 

.  So  saying,  and  without  waiting  for  an 

answer. 
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answer,  or  without  relinquishing  his 
grasp  of  the  collar  of  his  myrmidon, 
who  was  perforce  compelled  to  accom- 
pany him,  and  who,  by  the  time  he 
was  arrived  at  the  audience-chamber,  was, 
in  great  measure  owing  to  the  roughness 
with  which  he  was  handled,  restored  to 
his  recollection  and  senses,  he  proceeded 
to  the  room  just  mentioned,  and  apply- 
ing his  hands  to  the  bell  with  which  it 
was  furnished,  summoned  to  his  presence 
the  domestic  whose  immediate  duty  it 
was  to  answer  to  his  call. 

"  Ho !  Gilbert,  man,  be  quick — send 
hither  Curteis  the  porter,  but  bid  him, 
ere  he  comes,  fasten  the  outer  gates  and 
postern ;  call  every  mother's  son  of  ye, 
and  bid  the  women  muster  at  your  calL 
Go,  man,  without  delay,  conduct  them 
back  with  you,  and  see  that  all  be  pre- 
sent" 

Gilbert  wanted  not  twice  bidding  to 
VOL.IIL  L  obey 
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obey  his  master.  Without  lQ3ing  time 
on  his  errand^  he  made  to  the  hall, 
where  sat  the  above-mentioned  porter 
Curteis  half  asleep,  in  a  huge  chair^  on 
one  side  of  the  doorway  by  which  per- 
sons entered  from  without.  He  quick- 
ly announced  to  him  the  orders  he  had 
received,  and  in  conformity  thereto  the 
gate  wks  instantly  double-locked  and  se- 
cured. 

The  whole  of  the  household,  both 
male  and  female,  amounting  to  at  least 
a  score  of  personages,  together  with  six 
ill-looking  raw-boned  fellows,  wellfur- 
nished  with  weapons  of  offence,  who 
were  the  retinue  of  Spadrone,  and  had 
been  accommodated  at  Wharton  House» 
together  with  their  cut-throat  conductor, 
for  the  last  two  days,  by  order  of  Mr. 
Wharton  himself. 

Meanwhile,  whilst  these  things  were 
going  on  in  the  hall,  and  whilst  his  or- 
ders 
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s  were  being  carried  into  exe6ution» 

villainous  master  of  the  house  again 
iressed  himself  to  his  satellite  Spa- 
ne,  vho  had  cm  his  entrance  shaken 

the  effects  of  his  potations,  and  was 
tly  prepared  to  listen  and  respond  to 

communications  which  were  about 
be  made  to  him.  It  was  not  long  be- 
3  he  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
s  of  Alison ;  and  scarcely  was  he  r&- 
rered  from  the  surprise  of  the  intelli- 
ice  *he  had  received,  and  expressed 

willingness  to  assist  in  her  recovery, 
len  Gilbert  and  Curteis,  attended  by 
^ry  inmate  of  the  premises,  >enteied 
i  apartment,  and,  in  obedience  to  the 
iers  of  the  master,  arranged  tfaraa- 
ves  in  two  lines,  immediately  oppo- 
e  the  ehaiis  in  which  be  and  Spadrone 
Te  seated. 

A  sort  of  examination  then  took  place, 
to  who,  during  the  course  of  the  day, 
d  passed  through  the  gates  of  the  hall, 

L  a  and 


aSO  THE  WIZAED  FEI£ST* 

and  ivliether  any  of  the  domestics  had 
in  anyway  been  privy  to  the  escape  or 
departure  of  a  lady,  who  had  by  Spa- 
dfone  and  Mr.  Wharton  been  lately 
brought  to  the  house. 

^  This  examination  was  not,  however, 
attended  with  any-  kind  of  success.  No- 
body knew  any  thing  at  all  about  the 
matter,  nobody  bad  seen  any  lady  at 
all,  and  nobody  had  seen  any  person 
whatever  pass  over  the  threshold  of  the 
mansion. 

Thute  ended  the  inquiry,  but  with  it 
subsided  not  the  rage  and  indignation  of 
him  by  whom  the  questic^is  were  put 
Before  he  dismissed  bis  menials,  he  char« 
ged  them  strictly  to  Itet  no  one  quit  the 
house. — "You,  Curteis,**  said  he,  **ke^ 
careful  watch  and  ward  upon  the  gates 
-r-your  life  shall  answer  for  your  neglect 
of  my  commands.  Bring  lights,  and 
di^be  youtselvj^  in^  e^ery  futtct  tke 

bouse  i 
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hottse';  spare  not  to  seek  and  search  each 
hok  and  crevice  of  the  rooms  and  pas- 
sages, and  bring  me  word  if  ye  find  any 
lurking  in  our  mansion.  Spadrone,  you 
shall  with  me ;  quick !  quick !  I  say ; 
away,  aw^y  l-^-be^n  your  task — ^we  have 
no  time  to  lose.** 

Away  they  all  hurried  to  obey  hi» 
words.  The  search  commenced  without 
delay-^lamps,  flambeaux,  and  candles, 
gleam  fearfully  through  every  chamber 
of  the  ^  huge  building.  Some  descended 
to  the  vaults,  others^  mounted  to  the 
garrets;  not  a6tftirca$e,  ecxridor,  or  gal- 
lery, but  what  was  illuminated,  as  it 
were,. with  torches,  and  which  under- 
went not  a  most  diligait  search. 

. '  In  all  this  amHnotion  Mr.  Wharton 
and  f Spadrone  were  far  from  idle ;  these 
twd  miscreants  made  the  best  of  their 
Way  to  that  division  of  the  house  in 
which  we  have  already  described  the 
.  '  L  S  treasury 
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.  treasury  as  having  been  placed,  and  which 
Was,  in  fact,  rarely,  if  ever,  visited  by 
any  footstep  save  those  of  the  former  of 
the  two. 

"  The  powers  of  hell,*'  said  this  wor- 
thy, addressing  his  now-nearly-sobered 
companion,  **  are  leagued  against  me.  I 
tell  ye,  friend,  I  had  concealed  her  in 
an  apartment  of  this  castle  known  only 
to  myself;  and  how  she  has  escaped 
therefrom  makes  me  at  my  wit's  end 
with  trying  to  find  out." 

"  She  cannot,  I  trust,  have  left  the 
house ;  the  windows  are  too  high  for  her 
to  have  descended  from  unaided,  and  ho 
one,  as  we  have  heard,  has  passed  the 
threshold;  say,  can  you  trust  the  say- 
ings  of  your  servants?" 

''  In  such  a  thing  as  this  I  know  not 
whom  nor  what  to  trust  to.  If  she  be 
found,  it  is  well;  if  not,  treason  has 
been  at  work,  and  my  revenge  shall  Ml 
on  those  who  think  to  cheat  me  witii 
their  shallow  tricks." 

By 
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By  this  time  they  had  penetrated  the 
most  sequestered  part  of  the  uninhabited 
wing  of  the  house,  and  were  entered 
upon  a  range  of  apartments  which 
opened  one  into  another,  so  that  the 
doors  being  open  (and  such  happened  to 
be  the  case  at  the  time  we  are  here  de- 
scribing), it  was  easy  for  a  person  in  one 
of  them  to  discern  any  object  in  those 
to  which  he  was  approaching.  Spadrone 
carried  the  light,  and  by  the  rays  of  it, 
which  shot  through  the  doorway  of  the 
room  in  which  they  were,  Mr.  Whar- 
ton, whose  faculties  on  this  occasion 
were  much  more  quick  than  those  of 
his  associate,  distinctly  beheld,  in  the 
room  next  to  them,  the  form  of  a  female. 
— "  Tore  God,  I  have  found  her !"  ex- 
claimed  he,  snatching  the  torch  from 
the  hand  of  Spadrone,  and  darting 
through  the  doorway  before  the  latter 
bad  time  to  follow  him ;  in  attempting 
t»  do  which^  by  some  means  gr  other, 

L  4  his 
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his  foot  was  suddenly  entrapped  in  one 
of  the  gaping  Indes  of  the  decayed  floof'* 
ing  of  the  apartment,  and  he  was^  **  with 
hideous  ruin/'  precipij;ated  at  full  laagtb 
to  the  bottom,  of  the.  chambers  his  head 
coming  in  contact  with  the  sharp  edgie 
of  the  open  door,  and  receiving  a  wound 
which  incapacitated  him  for  some  mi- 
nutes from  rising,  and  stretched  him 
prostrate  in  a  state  of  stupor. 

Without  waiting  for  his  attendaxM:^, 
Mr.  Whprton  rushed  forward, .  en|;ered 
the  roopoL  in  aa  instant,  and  seised,  the 
female  whom  he  had  seeii .  fordibly  by 
the  wrist,  at  the  same  moment  exclaim- 
ing, in  exultation  of  her  capture— 
*'  Have  at  you  then  at  last !  naw,  Hdl 
9nd  Heaven,  I  alike  d^y  yojir  power  1" 

•  But  if  hi3  exultation  had  been  great 
how  infinitely '  greater  was  his  horror, 
wben>  by  the  light  >  of  t^e  flambeau 

which 
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Wh&bh  he  held  in  his  hand,  bis  ey^  were 
enabled  to  recognize  the  features  of  her 
4irhose  arm  he  had  grasped  I 

Iri  an  instafit  be  relinquished  his  hold, 
Ittd;  with  a  bound  which  can  be  com- 
pared to  nothing  but  the  effect  obnveyed 
t^y  galY^nisih  upon  the  fi^me  of  some 
dtihtifdl  subjected  to  its  process,  sprang 
to  the  part  of  the  chamber  most  dis* 
tatiit  irdm  the  figure  he  beheld.  His 
^iountdnance,  flushed  as  it  had  been  an 
instsint  before  with  wine  and  passioi^ 
assumed  the  jpallid,  the  cadaverous  tint 
of  the  cold  tenant  of  the  grave ;  his 
teeth  rattled  and  chattered  with  the  vi- 
lii^fttibn  of  his  jaws;  his  breath  came 
thick,  his  bosom  heaved,  his  limbs 
1a*etiibled  beneath  him,  his  hair  bristled 
on  his  head,  and,  in  a  voice  scarce  louder 
than  a  whisper^  he  uttered~**  Who^art 
thou?** 

'  The^  tei^y  by  no  mems  'extenuated 
lis^  a)aML— '^  Thy  'i]l«u^   wretdied 

L  8  wife* 
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wife,  Agnes  M<mtcalm.  Monater !  thy 
hour  is  come  ^ 

**  Avaunt !  horrible  spectre !  Is  it 
then  true  the  dead  can  rise  again  ?" 

^  Hold»  wretched  fool !  and  know  I  live 
—-live,  to  bring  thee  to  justice  for  thy 
crimes,  and  am  {Hrepared  with  proofs  shall 
drag  thee  from  thy  higb*raised  piiinade 
of  power,  and  give  thee  quickly  to  ttie 
hangman'a  hands/' 

*5  Ay !  is  it  so  ?"  exclaimed  he,  the 
natural  hardihood  of  his  character  ie» 
turning  in  proportion  as  his  fears  of  su* 
pematural  powers  diminished;  ^^  and 
has  the  prioress  of  Notice  Dame  deceived 
me  with  a  forged  tale  ?" 

**  Monster !  prate  not  rf  your  atroci* 
ties  to  me ;  the  day  of  retribution  is  at 
length  arrived,  and  I  am  its  minist^*, 
reserved  to  deal  destructicm  oki  your 
guilty  head.  Give  me  my  child,  I  say^ 
thou  miscreated  imp  of  death  and  hdl  l** 

**  What!  am  X  threatened  |i^  mine 
own  house  by  yq?  Know  Ihal  thy  v^ 

got 
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got  brat  is  gone  long  since  to  feed  the 
worms ;  and  to  ensure  your  passage  after 
i%  take  this — and  this — and  this ;  and  let 
thy  tell-tale  lips  no  longer  chatter  dan- 
ger to  my  safety.'* 

These  last  words  he  accompanied  with 
three  desperate  thrustis  of  his  sword  :> 
liie  miserable  object  of  his  murderous 
cruelty  fell  groaning,  and  swimming 
in  the  blood  which  poured  from  her 
wounds  upon  the  .flooring  of  the  room, 
uttering,  as  she  fell-^*'  Oh  God !  it  is 
done !  Wharton !  I  do  but  go  to  give 
dread  evidence  against  thy  soul.  Thy 
hour,  fell  man,  is  come,  and  at  thy  gate, 
even  now,  the  ministers  of  vengeance 
and  of  justice  are  arrived.  Farewell, 
bloodthirsty  man,  till  next  we  meet. 
Whartob,  till  then,  farewell  !'* 

A  long  and  agonizing  groan  succeed-' 
ed  these  words,  and  rolling  to  the  feet 
of  h^  murderer,  the  once-beautiful  and 

h  6  captivating 


.  The  ivretebbywtuHQ  bar  end  had  been 
accomplished  surveyed  the  bloody  spec- 
tacle without  feeling  the  slightest  com- 
{Kinction  at  the  deed babad  committed ; 
bis  o^ly  care  was  to  remoye.  the  body, 
and  prevent  the  knowle^e  of  what  he 
had  done  from  transpiring  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  chamber  in  which  it  had 
been  transacting. 

'  For  this  purpose  he  left  the  chamber 
as  quickly  as  he  could,  closing  the. door 
after  him,  and  revolving  in  his  mind 
what  steps  he  should  take. 

The  first  object  he  enoounteved.  wltii 
was  tl^e  prostrate  Spadron^  whose  &I1 
and  loss  of  blood,  in  consequence  of  the 
wound  he  had  received  in  his:  head,  )iad 
completely  dissipated  the.ieoiains  oi  in* 
ebnation>   and  who  iiaying..reoovered 

firom 
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from  the  momentery  stunmng  oos$imin* 
ed  bj  the  force  of  the  blow^  was  >  ill 
the  act  of  rising  from  the  ^^ound^  when 
Mr.  Wharton  ent^ed  from  the  diam- 
ber  in  which  the  murder  had  been  oom^ 
mitted^^  •  ' 

He  was  not  long  in  getting  on  his 
feety  and  was  by  his  patron  instantly  or« 
dared  to  follow  him,  and  retrace  back 
their  steps  to  the  inhabited  part  of  the 
house. 

« 

They  had  scarcely  gained  the  great 
staircase  which  led  into  the  hall,  than 
they  were  met  by  Curteis,  the  porter, 
jand  a  band  of  sarants  at  his  heels,  as- 
cending to  meet  them  as  quickly  as 
they  could. 

"  Knaves^"  cried  Mr.  Wharton,  ^  what 
means  this  hubbub?  back,  on  your  lives  t 
back,  and  advance  no  farther ! 

"  Please  you,   Mr,"*  said  the  porter^. 

retiring 
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retiring  as  he  spoke,  and  taking  care  to 
keep  at  several  yards  distance  fit)m  his 
roaster,  *^  a  mighty  host  are  battering  at 
the  gates,  and  demand  entrance  in  the 
name  of  the  king." 

*•  Villain,  thou  liestT  exclaimed  his 
master,  rushing  at  him,  and  repaying  his 
intelligence  with  a  blow  of  his  fist, 
which  sent  him  reeling  from  the  top  of 
the  staircase  to  the  bottom  of  the  halL 
"  Unbar  the  portal  at  your  peril.  Spa* 
drone,  my  friend,  we  are  beset,  with 
traitors ;  call  up  your  comrades !  arm ! 
arm!  methinks  the  fiends  of  hell  are 
leagued  against  us/' 

Upon  this  he  unsheathed  his  sword, 
still  reeking  with  the  blood  of  his  wife. 
Spadrone  did  the  same,  exclaiming  at 
the  same  moment,  at  the  very  top  ^ 
his  hoarse  voice — "  Help !  help !  what 
ho !  what  ho !  Pierce !  Rupert !  Jeph- 
son!  Waldner!  Jdyot!  Kirk!  arm! 
ann!  quick!  quick!'" 

The 
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The  rest  of  his  words  were  lost  in  the 
deafening  peal  which  resounded  from 
the  iron  knocker  of  the  door  of  the  hall, 
and  the  shouts  which  were  on  the  out* 
side  made  for  immediate  admittance. 

No  one,  however,  chose  to  open  the 
door  without  orders  from  Mr.  Wharton, 
who,  in  a  state  of  mental  irritation, 
nearly  bordering  on  madness,  rushed  to 
a  small  iron  barricadoed  window  which 
overlooked  the  gate,  and  throwing  open 
the  latticed  casement,  he  exclaimed— i- 
'*  Beggars !  what  means  this  noisy  inso- 
lence?  why  is  my  house  assailed  by 
weaponed  men  ?  what  is  the  purport  of 
this  strange  attempt?  Retire!  or,  by 
the  father  who  begot  m^  this  violence 
shall  meet  a  sharp  reward !'' 

A  voice  from  the  group  by  whom  the 
gate  was  beset  replied-.— "  Mr.  Wharton, 
we  have  a  heavy  charge  against  you, 
and  you  must  forthwith  admit  us ;  you 
are  accused  of  murder,  and  must  go  with 

me 


me  he&xte  the  next  Justioeof  the  peace. 
In  the  king's  name,  I  summon  you 
hereby  to  surrender,  and  go  peaceably 
with  me." 

^  Ob»  cursed,  foul-mouth^  liar,  would 
I  could  reach  you  with  this  sword  of 
minet  Off  from  my  doorfi,  or  I  will 
tear  thy  false  tongue  feom  thy  jaws." 

Spadrone,.  who  was  a  witness  of  this 
dialogue,  together  with  his  companions, 
inrho  had  assembled  round  their  leader, 
and  were  in  the  act  of  adjusting,  their 
breastplates,  and  preparing  for  combat, 
never  doubted  but  that  it  was  the  at^ 
tack  upon  Ranald  Cutts  which  was 
alluded :  to  by  the  speaker^^  and  that  a 
discovery  had,  in.  some  unaeeoa0tdble 
manner,  been  made  of  the  part  which 
Mr.  Wharton,  himself  and  his  com* 
panions,  had  taken  in  tiiat  affair;  and 
this^was.dso  i^e  opiaion^  of  seveitd  of 
those  very  compauicms.  who  were,  now 
fltandsiig  dose  at  his  beds. 
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In  this  dilemma^  and  whilst  in  doubt 
as  to  what  he  had  best  do^  a  pistol  was 
by  Mr.  Wharton  discharged  fram  the 
window,  wluch  was  immediatdy  fol- 
lowed on  the  outside  by  many  voices 
exclaiming  all  at  once — "  Yield,  in  the 
king's  name !  down  with  the  door ! 
break  down  the  door  P 

In  an  instaat, ,  dubs,  axes,  crows,  uid 
every  sort  of  engine  calculated  for  sudi 
a  purpose,  rained  an  incessant  shower  of 
Uows  upon  the.  massy  portal,  whicln 
though  of  ^  enormous  thickness  and  sub^ 
stance,  was,  in  consequence  of  its  not 
having  been  sufficiently  barricadoed  by 
the  bars  belonging  to  it  by  Curteis,  who 
had  not  contemplated  an  attack  of  this 
nature,  and  who  had  merely  secured  it 
in  its  usual  manner,  by  the  lock  and 
one  cross  bar,  after  a  desperate  effort  of 
its  besiegers,  forced  wide  open,  and  in 
rushed  Ralph  Bartizan,  his  constables, 
and  a  confused  mob  of  persons,  armed 
with  all  manner  of  weapons.— -'*  Yield ! 

yield! 
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yield !  in  the  king*s  name  P  exclaiined 
this  intrepid  personage ;  ''  yield !  yield ! 
resistance  will  be  vain." 

**  Never !"  roared  Nicholas  Wharton ; 
**  thus  I  repay  your  visit,** 

So  saying,  he  fired  his  other  pistol  at 
the  party  which  had  begun  to  ascend 
the  staircase,  on  the  top  of  which  he, 
SpadronCy  and  his  men,  and  part  of  the 
servants,  were  stationed.  The  female 
servants  set  up  the  most  fearful  shrieks, 
and  were  by  their  fellow-servants  rolled 
without  any  ceremony  down  stairs.  The 
hall  rang  with  a  concision  of  noises  and 
voices,  to  which  the  afiair  of  Babel 
must  have  been  perfect  harmony.  Spa* 
drone,  seeing  that  the  case  was  despe- 
rate, exclaimed  to  his  men — *^  Keep 
close  to  me,  my  friends,  and  we  will  yet 
elude  thetn.  Curse  light  upon  them ! 
fire !" 

A  volley  of  pistds  was  instantly  dis- 

diaiged 
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charged  at»  and  almost  as  speedily  re- 
turned by  the  assailants ;  and  Mr.  Whar- 
ton, Spadrone,  and  their  kindred  ruf- 
fians, engaged  hand  to  hand  with  those 
who  were  endeavouring  to  ascend  the 
staircase  and  securie  tiiem. 

All  was  confusion;  the  discharge  of 
the  firearms,  and  the  fall  of  many  who 
were  wounded,  and  of  more  who  were 
only  affrighted,  had  extinguished  most 
of  the  lights  by  which  the  combatants 
had  been  able  to  distinguish  friend  from 
foe ;  a  promiscuous  and  bloody  combat 
ensued;  the  vaulted  hall  and  stone  stair- 
case resounded  with  groans,  yells,  shrieks, 
curses,  clashing  of  swords,  and  rattling 
of  armour;  the  flooring  was  slippery 
with  puddles  of  blood ;  nor  was  it  till 
after  a  most  sanguinary  contest  that  the 
officers  of  justice  obtained  the  mastery, 
and  finally  overcame  those  by  whom 
their  authority  was  resisted. 

The 
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The  body  of  Mr.  Wharton  was  dis- 
covered as  soon  as  order  was  in  some 
degree  restored,  lying  at  the  bottom  of 
the  stairoase,  perforated  by  at  least  a  do- 
zen mortal  wounds,  and  swimming  in 
an  absolute  deluge  of  clotted  gore. 

By  the  side  of  it  lay  the  carcase  of 
the  indomitable  Spadrcm^  the  skull 
cleaved  in  twain  with  the  irresistible 
blow  of  a  battle^xe,  or  block-^bill,  with 
which  several  of  his  oj^nents  were 
armed ;  and  four  others  of  the  desperate 
gang,  of  which  he  was  the  leader,  had 
met  their  fiite  in  company  of  him  they 
served.  The  other  two  had  in  the  con- 
fusbn  r^adaed  the  door  of  the  hall  and 
esoliped. 

•  • 

Many  of  the  servants  were  wounded, 
but  not  dangerously :  the  lact  is,  that 
these  latter,  not  oonsideiaog  themselves 
much  interested  in  ,tfae  ccoiflict  wludi 
raged  around  them,  had  retreated  as  &st 

as 
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as  they  oould,  and  that  portion  of  them 
whose  retreat  had  been  prevented  by 
the  suddenness  by  which  the  combatants 
joined,  had  taken  the  precaution  of 
throwing  themselves  with  their  faces 
flat  on  the  floor,  and  had,  in  conse- 
quence, suffered  no  other  injury  than: 
that  of  being  trampled  upon  by  those 
who  fought  above  them. 

On  the  part  of  the  headborough,  three 
persons  had  lost  their  lives,  and  many  ^ 
more  were  wounded  by  the  firearms 
and  swords  of  the  ruffians  by  whom 
they  had  been  opposed.  Fortunately 
neither  sir  Harbottle  nor  his  son  were 
included.  Sir  Harbottle,  from  the  first 
moment-  he  had  perceived  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  resort  to  force  to  secure 
the  person  whom  they  had  come  to  ap- 
prehend, and  that  he  was  backed  by  a 
band  erf*'  desperadoes,  wha  seemed  re- 
solved to  protect  him,  had  very  wisely 
infidsted  that  Reginald  should  not  expose 

his 
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his  person  in  the  conflict,  and  had  by 
his  representations^  assisted  by  some  de-* 
gree  of  physical  force,  restrained  him 
from  interfering. 

Ralph  Bartizan  having,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  sir  Harbottle,  left  four  of  his 
men  to  guard  the  house  and  bodies  of 
the  slain,  returned  without  delay  to 
Cutts  Castle,  to  proceed  according  to 
the  exigency  of  his  warrant,  the  ensuing 
morning,  with  the  two  prisoners  there 
confined,  to  the  county  gaol  of  North- 
amptcHi. 

The  news  of  these  proceedings  had 
now  got  wind  all  over  the  country,  and 
when  sir  Harbottle,  Reginald,  and  the 
headborough,  arrived  at  Cutts  Castle, 
which  was  not  till  the  morning  began 
to  dawn,  they  found  the  entrance  to  the 
hall,  and  the  hall  itself,  almost  complete- 
ly blocked  up  and  filled  with  groups  of 
people,  who  had|  in  consequence^  assem- 
bled 
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bled  from  every  part  of  the  country. 
Through  these  they  managed,  with  some 
difficulty,  to  force  their  passage,  and 
having  reached  the  upper  part  of  the 
castle,  were  met  by  lady  Cutts,  to  whom 
a  narrative  of  what  had  taken  place  was 
reported. 

To  the  anxious  interrogations  of  Re* 
ginald,  as  to  the  condition  and  health 
of  Alison,  his  mother  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  returning  him  answers  precisely 
such  as  he  wished. — "  Alison,**  said  she, 
"  is  fully  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
the  violence  to  which  she  has  been  lately 
exposed,  and  has  communicated  to  me 
a  detail  of  scenes  of  such  unexampled 
atrocity  and  wonder,  that  I  am  not  yet 
entirely  recovered  from  the  surprise  to 
which  her  narrative  gave  place.  But 
come,  my  dear  boy ;  it  is  from  your  lips 
that  I  look  for  a  solution  of  many 
things  which  have  lately  taken  place, 
and  for  an  explication  of  the  causes  of 

your 
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your  absence^  and  most  welcome,  though 
totally-unlooked-for  return.'* 

These  words  were  followed  by  a  long 
narrative  from  Reginald  of  the  causes  of 
his  sudden  disappearance,  with  which 
the  reader  is  already  acquainted,  and 
with  a  recapitulation,  on  the  part  of  his 
mother  and  father,  of  the  events  which 
had  taken  place  duriiig  his  abs^ice,  and 
the  melancholy  fate  of  the  innocent 
Quartermines. 

Lady  Cutts  then  went  on  to  tell  Iier 
wondering  auditor  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  lovely  Alison  bad  been  decoy- 
ed from  the  castle,  and  confined  in  the 
dungeons  of  Wharton  House. — ^**The 
wretch,"  said  she,  towards  the  conclusion 
of  her  narrative,  "  whom  she  had  consi-* 
dered^id  a  person  friendly  to  her,  and  one 
from  whom  she  might  expect  succour 
and  assistance,  is  no  other  person  than  the 
evil-Feported  rector,  Herbert  Wharton. 
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This  wretch^  it  is  trae,  extricated  her 
firom  the  clutches  of  his  brother,  and 
brought  her  in  safety  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wharton  Park;   but,  in- 
stead of  conducting  her  hither,  led  her, 
under  cover  of  the  night»  to  Thistledown 
Wood,  and  there  made  proposals  to  her, 
not  fitting  to  repeat.     She  resisted  him, 
and  was  about  to  escape  from  his  hands, 
whai  he  was  joined  by  that  vile  hag, 
Gundred  Wolfe.'' 

''  Stay,  mother,"  replied  Reginald, ''  I 
can  myself  explain  the  rest  In  endea- 
vouring to  reach  your  presence  by  the 
nearest  road,  I  passed  close  on  Ihe  out- 
skirts of  the  wood,  and  hearing  scsreams, 
advanced  to  leam  their  cause ;  but  judge 
my  feelings  when  I  beheld  the  miscreants 
you  have  mentioned  dragging  Alison  to 
the  cottage  of  Grundred.  I  interposed, 
and  was  in  the  very  act  of  rescuing  her 
frwi  their  atroeious  grasp,  when  Barti- 
2an  and  his  porty>  who  had*  it  seems,  a 
%f  arrant  f<Mr  their  apprehension  fw  witch- 
VQt.111.  M  craft. 
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craft,  came  to  my  aid;  the  test  you 
know — the  villainous  pair  are  even  now 
confined  in  the  castle.*" 

The  conversation  was  here  interrupt- 
ed by  a  domestic,  who  entered  the  apart- 
ment in  which  it  was  held,  and  informed 
the  parties  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
rumour  of  the  return  of  Alison,  dame 
Fawkes  and  her  husband  were  arrived 
at  the  castle,  and  requested  to  be  instant- 
ly admitted  to  their  presence. 

Orders  were  given  to  admit  them. 

The  old  man  and  his  wife  were  ac- 
cordingly ushered  in,  and  having  made 
their  obeisance,  said — ^*  We  come  in 
consequence  of  the  return  of  Alison, 
your  honours,  having  heard  something 
of  the  events  of  this  night." 

"  Good  people,"  said  lady  Cutts, "  you 
are  most  welcome ;  your  daughter ^" 

""Stay,    lady,"    interrupted   the  old 

farmer. 
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farmer — *^  we  must  no  longer  be  decei- 
vers— ^Alison  is  not  our  daughter.'" 

"  How !  Alison  not  your  daughter  !'* 
exclaimed,  at  the. same  instant,  sir  Har- 
bottle,  his  wife,  and  son. 

**  No,  gentlest  Alison  is  no  child  of 
ours ;  we  have  too  long  made  secret 
what  you  now  shall  leam  from  my  lips, 
and  the  holding  back  of  which  till  now 
has  doubtless  been  the  cause  of  much 
evil  to  that  excellent  young  lady.** 

•*  We  pray  ye  to  explain.'' 

"  It  will  be  seventeen  years,  come  next 
December,  that  one  cold,  raw,  frosty, 
pinching  winter's  night,  my  sheep,  ow- 
ing to  some  neglect  on.  the  part  of  my 
shepherd,  strayed  from  the  place  in  which 
we  shdtered  them.  I  did  myself  go  forth 
to  find  the  stragglers,  and  to  bring  them 
back ;  and  whilst  I  was  thus  employed, 
passed  closely  by  the  skirts  of  Haybum 
Wood ;  around  me  all  was  cold  and  still 
as  death,  and  I  was  preparing  to  return, 
when  my  attention  was  roused  by  the 

M  2  cries 
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cries  of  an  infant.  I  entered  the  wood, 
and  made,  without  d^lay,  to  the  spot  from 
whence  they  proceeded,  and  found  the 
diild,  Alison,  whcMn,  from  that  hoiir,  we 
have  always  called  our  own." 

The  astonishment  of  his  auditors  was 
unfeigned,—"  Wonders,"  said  lady 
Cutts,  "  have  oome  so  fiist  upon  us  to- 
night, that  I  can  scarcdy  think  I  am 
awake." 

"  The  child,"  continued  old  Fawkes, 
without  noticing  what  she  said,  ^  was 
wrapped-  up  in  these  clothes ;"  here  he 
took  from  his  wife  several  pieoes  of  li* 
nen,  which  were  carefolty  examined  by 
the  parties  {nresent,  and  were  found  to 
be  marked  with  the  initials,  "  A.  M." 

No  sooner  was  this  discovery  announ- 
ced than  Reginald  exdaimed-^*'  It  must 
be  so !  Aliscm  is  the  dau^ter  of  the  in* 
jured  Agnes  Montcalm,  the  companion 
of  my  return !" 

^  And  who  is  her  fiitihar?"  exelaimed 

bis 
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his  purents,  smit^ely  knowing  what  they 
ssAA,  or  to  whom  to  addrtss  themselves. 

^  Her  father  is  the  guilty  Nicholas 
Wharton,'* 

•*  Nicholas  Wharton !  Nicholas  Whar- 
ton !  what  further  wonderment  is  this?** 

An  explanatkm  of  the  events,  of  which 
the  reader  is  already  in  possession,  fol- 
lowed; and  here  we  fear  the  interest 
excited  by  liie  events  we  have  narrated 
ceases.      In  consequence  of  what  was 
brought  to  lights  steps  weire  taken  to 
recover  for  Alison,  now  Alison  Whar- 
ton,  the  possessions  and  property  to 
which  she  was  by  birth  entitled,  and 
she  was  at  length  recognized  as  hek"- 
ess  of  the  large  domains  of  Wharton 
House.      Of  the  dreadful  fate  of  her 
mother  she  was  kept  in  igporaiice,  nor 
were  the  events  which  acoompMied  the 
death  of  h^  guilty  father  ever  glanced 
at  in  her  presence. 


In 
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In  the  course  of  a  year  or  tw6  she 
was  received  at  Cutts  Castle^  as  the  pre- 
sumptive bride  c^  Reginald,  and  thdr 
nuptials  took  place  shortly,  to  the  de« 
light  and  satis&ction  of  themselves,  and 
of  the  parents  of  the  bridegroom. 

With  r^ard  to  Herbert  Wharton 
and  Gundred  Wolfe,  they  were  by  Bar- 
tizan conveyed  to  Northampton,  and 
safely  locked  up  in  the  county  gaol. 
The  guilty  rector,  however,  avoided  the 
ignominy  of  a  public  trial  and  execution 
by  destroying  himself  in  prison.  He 
was  found  witdi  his  throat  cut  from  ear 
to  ear,  in  the  cell  in  which  he  was  im- 
mured, a  few  days  before  the  assizes 
took  place. 

His  guilty  compeer,  Gundred,  was 
tried  and  oast  for  death,  and  the  dread- 
ful sentence  of  the  law,  namely,  that  she 
should  be  burnt  at  the  stak^,  was  car- 
ried into  execution. 

The 
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The  friendly  fisherman,  and  the  cap* 
tain  of  the  vessel  by  which  Reginald  had 
been  conveyed  to  Hastings,  were  well 
rewarded  for  their  trouble. 

Nought  now  remains  to  be  added,  but 
that  a  long  Hfe  of  peace  and  happiness 
was  kept  in  store,  by  Providence,  for 
those  who  may  be  termed  the  hero  and 
heroine  of  these  pages,  and  that  their 
virtues  conferred  welfare  and  benefit  on 
those  by  whom  they  were  surrounded, 
which  at  length  succeeded  in  burying 
in  oblivion  the  miseries  by  which  one 
part  of  their  lives  had  been  attended. 


THE  END. 
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